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Attached is the yearly status report required under 39.41(7) of the 
Statutes pertaining to the Academic Excellence Scholarship Program. 
The report includes final information concerning the 1993-94 academic 
year, and initial information for the incoming freshmen class of 
scholars for 1994-95. 

If you have any questions concerning this program, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

KZ:.:v� 
Valorie T. Olson 
Executive Secretary 

CC: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance 
Legislative Fiscal Bureau 
Department of Administration. 



HIGHER EDUCATIONAL AIDS BOARD 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

AUGUST 1, 1994 

The attached tables of Academic Scholars by Wisconsin Collegiate institutions 
provide most of the basic information about the program during the 1993-94 
academic year. This was the initial year for a senior class, and the freshman 
class was by far the largest enrolled to date. However, there were still close 
to 175 freshmen scholarships unused as many recipients attended an out-of-state 
institution, and a few didn't enroll at all. It can safely be concluded that 
there is a percentage of academic scholars who will always choose to attend 
college out of state. Even when students perceive that the quality. of certain 
Wisconsin institutions are equal to those of similar institutions in other 
states, there will be other reasons for such choices. The reputation of the 
institution, quality of the program in the student's major, geographical 
location and size of a school and availability of institutional scholarship 
given, are frequently cited as factors influencing the selection of a college 
or university. This is especially true for those students for whom the 
Academic Excellence Scholarship has little if any influence on their choice. 
There were no other unusual patterns in the program when compared to the three 
previous years. The number of scholars at least temporarily losing the 
scholarship due to non-maintenance of a "B" average (3. 0 GPA) was lower than in 
previous years. The leading institution in attracting scholars remains the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison with 41% of the total. There will be very 
little funding carried over to the 1994-95 academic year as 99.5% of the 
$2,447,300 1993-94·appropriation was expended. 

At the present time it appears that the funding for 1994-95 could be very 
tight. While the incoming freshmen class appears to have reverted to a prior 
1993-94 size, there is a large sophomore class and the senior class should be 
somewhat larger than in 1993-94. It is anticipated that about 2,150 scholars 
will participate during 1994-95 and that makes it possible that disbursements 
might have to be reduced slightly for the second semester. The Statute 
provides for proration of awards should the number of scholars exceed the 
available funds. 

The 1993-94 scholars in all four classes were 57% female. This percentage has 
slowly increased since the beginning of the program. The average adjusted 
gross income for those scholars without financial need was $48,659, and for 
those with financial need the AGI was $27,060. Slightly less than half of the 
scholars applied for financial aid. Those who did not qualify for a State of 
Wisconsin need-based grant had an average family contribution of $6,520. Those 
who did qualify for a Wisconsin Higher Education Grant, Tuition Grant or other 
State need-based grant, had an average family contribution of $1,255. Only 317 
scholars out of the 2,112, received other State grants in addition to the 
Academic Scholarship. 



Wisconsin Act 457 (Assembly Bill 21) provided for the transfer of the 
Department of Public Instruction responsibilities to the Higher Educational 
Aids Board. This was accomplished with no difficulties during the month of 
May. As these new responsibilities largely pertain to the high schools, HEAB 
was able to absorb them without additional staff as the new functions largely 
fell into those months when the existing collegiate responsibilities are at a 
low level of activity. One of the Statutory changes was the addition of 
alternate scholars in cases of GPA ties, and where the high school designated 
scholar attends an out-of-state institution. So far only 4 alternates have 
received scholar status. There may be a few more approved before the 
Statutory deadline for participation of September 30th is reached. 

-2-



TABLE A 

Four Year Scholar Participation 

University of Wiaconain Institutions 

1990-91 

Madia on 211 

Milwaukee 30 

Green Bay 11 

Park.aide 6 

Centers 13 

Eau Claire 48 

La Crosse 19 

Oshkosh 14 

Platteville 19 

River Falls 13 

Stevens Point 15 

Stout 6 

Superior 4 

Whitewater _18 

TOTALS 42 7 

Grade Point Averages 

At 4. 0 53 

* Below 3.0 39 

1991-92 

427 

47 

15 

7 

21 

91 

36 

28 

41 

21 

45 

16 

11 

38 

844 

70 

6 1  

.1H92.=fra 

650 

53 

27 

10 

10 

134 

52 

42 

50 

35 

78 

19 

17 

-5.4 

1,23 1 

107 

76 

1993-94 

875 

61 

30 

14 

10 

172 

81 

56 

80 

49 

99 

22 

20 

_JJ)_ 

1,639 

12 7 

5 7  

* Scholars who fall below a 3.0 (B Average) lose their scholarship until they 
are able to increase their cumulative GPA to the 3.0 level again. 



TABLE B 

Four Year Scholar Participation 

Private Colleges and Universities of Wisconsin 

1990:-91 1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 

Alvern.o 1 4 7 9 
Beloit 4 6 9 

Cardinal Stritch 2 5 6 8 
Carroll 20 29 36 35 

Carthage 1 7 12 16 
Concordia 2 2 5 8 

Edgewood 4 2 5 7 
Lakeland 1 4 6 8 

Lawrence 18 16 24 43 
Maranatha 2 3 4 

Marian 2 1 1 2 
Marquette 54 89 116 147 

Mil. Art and Design 1 
Mil. Sch. of Engineering 13 30 40 43 

Mount Mary 3 3 4 
Northland 2 1 3 

Northwestern 2 3 4 7 
Ripon 5 9 16 22 

Silver Lake 1 1 
St. Norbert 14 23 42 58 

Viterbo 3 5 8 9 
Wisconsin Lutheran _a ---5 � 

TOTAIB 147 241 348 445 

Grade Point Averages 

At 4.0 12 18 21 26 

Below 3.0 26 18 14 19 



TABLE C 

Four Year Scholar Participation 

Statewide Summary 

1990=01 

UW Institutions 427 - 73.7% 

Private Institutions 147 - 25.4% 

1991-92 1992-93 1993=94 

844 - 77.6% 1,231 - 77.8% 1,639 - 78.1% 

241 - 22.1% 348 - 22.0% 445 - 21.2% 

Technical Colleges .9% __3 - .3% ___A - .2% --1.4 - . 7% 

TOTALS 5 79 

Grade Point Averages 

At �-0 

Below 3.0 

65 - 1L2% 

65 - 11.2% 

1,088 

88 - 8.1% 

79 - 7.'J% 

1,583 

128 - 8.1% 

90 - 5.7% 

2,098* 

156 = 7.4% 

76 - 3.6% 

* An additional 14 scholars had incompletes when the institutions reported the 
GPA's at the end of June. 




