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WEPA Overview 
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Signed into law in 1972, the Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act (WEPA) spells out 
the state's environmental policy and requires the DNR and other state agencies to 
consider the environmental effects of their actions to the extent possible under their 
other statutory authorities. It also establishes the principle that broad citizen 
participation should be part of environmental decision-making. 

The DNR WEPA procedures are established in Chapter NR 150 of the Administrative 
Code. Much of the current process has been developed in response to various legal 
decisions. For example, environmental assessments (EAs) are a creation of the 
courts, having arisen out of a perceived need for agencies to document their 
decisions not to prepare environmental impact statements. 

A DNR-prepared EA is similar to an EIS in content and process. Both describe the 
proposal and the affected environment, both analyze the environmental impacts and 
possible alternatives, and both are made available to the public for review and 
comment. The primary difference is the requirement for a formal administrative 
hearing on an EIS. 

DNR WEPA Activity Completed in FY 2011 

In this past fiscal year, the Department completed 33 environmental assessments, 
and no environmental impact statements. 

The 33 EAs completed by the DNR are listed in the table on the following page. 



Environmental Assessments Completed by ONR in FY 2010- 2011 
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New Chester Dairy Adams 

US Venture Dredging Brown 

Wiese Brothers Farm Expansion Brown 

Arrowcast Inc. Facility Expansion Brown 

Meyer Family Dairy Clark 

Mazomanie Dam Removal Dane 

Secret Pond Reconstruction Dane 

Charter Street Power Plant Dane 

Dane County Manure Digester Dane 

Specialty Minerals, Inc. Plant Construction Douglas 

Chippewa Valley Technical College Gateway Campus Manufacturing Center Eau Claire 

Haselwander County Forest Land Withdrawal Eau Claire 

Jackson County Forest Withdrawal Jackson 

Juneau Co Forest Crop Withdrawal Juneau 

Enclosure of a Tributary to Silver Creek Kewaunee 

Darlington Ridge Farms Lafayette 

Blue Bird Ridge Recycling and Disposal Facility Marathon 

Menominee River Acquisition Marinette 

MMSD Menomonee River Stream Management Milwaukee 

Fort McCoy Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan Monroe 

Habelman Brothers Monroe County Forest Withdrawal Monroe 

ATC Clear Lake-Woodmin Transmission Line (Joint EA with PSC) Polk 

Portage County Drainage District Portage 

Energy Composites Portage 

Bohner Lake Dredging Racine 

Rock Prairie Dairy Rock 

Badger Army Landfill Expansion Spuk 

Gypsy Moth Suppression Program for 2011 Statewide 

WPDES Pesticide General Permits Statewide 

CTH "G" Landfill Expansion Vilas 

Emerald Park Landfill Waukesha 

Lake Nagawicka Water Level Order Waukesha 

Domtar Biomass Plan Air Permit Wood 
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State of Wisconsin 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
101 S. Webster Street 
Box 7921 
Madison WI 53707-7921 

September 14, 2011 

Robert J. Marchant, Senate Chief Clerk 
Wisconsin State Capitol, B20 South 
Madison, WI 53707 

Patrick E. Fuller, Assembly Chief Clerk 
17 W. Main Street, Room 401 
Madison, WI 53703 

Dear Messrs. Marchant and Fuller: 

Scott Walker, Governor 
Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

Telephone 608-266-2621 
FAX 608-267-3579 

TTY Access via relay - 711 

We at the Department of Natural Resources are pleased to provide you with a copy of our 
annual Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act (WEPA) report. In fulfillment of Section 1.11 
(2)G) of the state statutes, this document provides information on the numbers of 
environmental assessments (EAs) and environmental impact statements (E!Ss) completed by 
the Department in the past fiscal year. 

Questions about the report can be directed to me at 6-0426. 

Sincerely, 

rod-rz. 
James D. Pardee 
Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act Coordinator 
DNR Office of Energy and Environmental Analysis 
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cc: Dave Siebert - OE/7 
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