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... Wis, Legishtive Reference Library, Feb, 1963 

In the 50 years preceding the 1960 
Census of Population, ¥/isconsin' s 
popu1atj.on increased 69,4'\i, from 
2,"3'33,860 in 1910 to 3,952,765 in 
1960, 

This increase in population lias 
distributed unevenly artlOng the 71 
counties (Menominee Co, created 1961); 
17 counties actually lost population 
during that period, 

The 17 counties which had a higher 
population in 1910 than they have in 
1960 are, with the exception of Oconto 
County, all part of 3 small areas: (l) 
four Lake Superior counties (Ashland, 
Bayfield, Douglas, Iron), ( 2) eight of 
the "sand counties'' (Adams, Buffalo, 
Green Lake, Jackson, Juneau, Harquette, 
Pepin, Waushara), and (3) four of the 
south,,restern counties (Im;a, Lafayette, 
Richland, Vernon), 

Only 15 counties showed a relative 
gain (a gain of more thar• 69 ,4·~), 
These counties are the major indnstrial 

+ Relative gain; growth 
at a rate higher than 
state average of 69.1(!/, 

Constant population; 
gain near state average 

~ Absolute loss; 1960 
population less than 
1910 population 

counties of Wisconsin (Brown, Dane, 
Eau Claire, Kenosha, Mihraukee, 
Outagamie, Racine, Rock, Winnebago, 
i1ood) and 4 counties on the indus­
trial peripher<J (Ozaukee, Walworth, 
vlashington, l<'aukesha), Oneida 
Count;y also belongs in this group, 
due perhaps to the tremendous gro~k 
of the vacation industry during the 
past 50 years, 

Another group of 6 counties almost, 
though not quite, kept pace with the 
state's rate of population growth, In 
each of these counties the population 
increased by at least 50% over the last 
50 years, Four industrial· counties are 
in this group (LaCrosse, Manit.o;roc, 
Marathon, Sheboygan) and 2 cou.nties in 
Wisconsin's vacationland area ( Sat.;yer, 
Vilas), 

Waushara County had the greatest loss 
(-28.5'%). Harquette County lost popula­
tl.on each decade since 1910 (total loss 
-20.7%), Douglas County was the only 
industrial county showing an absolute 
loss (-5.1%). 

Wa11kesha County had the largest per­
centage gain (326S~) ~lith 3/5 of its 
total increase occurring in the last 
decade. l'Iihmukee had the largest popu­
lation increase (602,854); 3/8 of the 
total state increase 1010 to 1960 
(1,618,905) occurred L~ that county alone. 
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Count;y: 1910 1960 I Count;y: 1210 1960 
STATE 2,333,860 •• , none .••• 3,952,765 +69.4 1 Marathon 55,054 • . . . none .••. 88,874 +61.4 Adams 8,604 X X X 7,566 -12.1 1 Marinette 33,812 X X X 34,660 + 2.5 Ashland 21,965 X X X 17,375 -20,9 1 Marquette 10,741 X X X X X 8,516 -20.7 Barron 29,114 X X 34,270 +17.7 1 Menominee became a county April 29, 1961 

Bayfield 15,987 X X X 11,910 -25.5 1 Milwaukee 433,187 . , , • none •• , , 1,036,041 +139.2 Brown 54,098 •.•• none •.•• 125,082 +131.2 1 Monroe 28,881 X X 31,241 + 8.2 
Buffalo 16,006 X X X X 14,202 -11.3 1 Oconto 25,657 X X X 25,110 - 2.1 
Burnett 9,026 X X X 9,214 + 2,1 1 Oneida 11,433 • • . . none • , , . 22,112 +93.4 
Calumet 16,701 X 22,268 +33.3 1 Outagamie 49,102 • • . • none , • , , 101,794 +107.3 
Chippewa 32,103 .• , • none •..• 45,096 +40.5 1 Ozaukee 17,123 X 38,441 +124.5 
Clark 30,074 X X X X 31,527 + 4,8 1 Pepin 7,577 X X X X 7,332 - 3.2 Columbia 31,129 X 36,708 +17.9 1 Pierce 22,079 X X X 22,503 + 1.9 Cra>rford 16,288 X X 16,351 + ,4 1 Polk 21,367 X X X 24,968 +16.9 Dane 77,435 • , • • none •••• 222,095 +186,8 1 Portage 30,945 X 36,964 +14.5 Dodge 47,436 . , , • none , ••• 63,170 +33.2 1 Price 13,795 X X X 14,370 + ,2 

20,685 I Door 18,711 X X +10,5 1 Racine 57,424 • , • . none ••. , 141,781 +146.9 Douglas 47,422 X X X 45,008 - 5.1 1 Richland 18,809 X X X 17,684 - 6,0 Dunn 25,260 X X 26,156 + 3.5 
1 

Rock 55,538 , • . . none •••• 113,913 +105.1 Eau Claire 32,721 •..• none ...• 58,300 +78.2 Rusk 11,160 X X X 14,794 +32.6 Florence 3,381 X X 3,437 + 1.7 1 St. Croix 25,910 X X 29,164 +12.6 Fond du Lac 51,610 . , . , none , , , • 75,085 +45.5 : Sauk 32,869 X X X 37,167 +13.1 Forest 6,782 X X 7,542 + 11. 2 
1 

Sawyer 6,227 X X 9,475 +52;2 Grant 39,007 X 44,419 +13.9 1 Shawano 31,884 X X X 34,351 + 7.7 Green 21,641 X 25,851 +19.4 1 Sheboygan 54,888 , , . • none , .• , 86,484 +57.6 Green Lake 15,491 X X 15,418 - • Taylor 13,641 X X X 17,843 +30.8 Iowa 22,497 X X X 19,631 -12,7 
1 

Trempealeau 22,928 X X X 23,377 + 2.0 Iron 8,306 X X X 7,830 - 5.7 I V 28,116 X X. 25,663 - 8.7 Jackson 17,075 15,151 11 3 1 ernon X X X X 
6,019 9,332 +55.0 Jefferson 34,306 50,094 - 6 • 1 

Vilas X X • . . . none •..• +4 •0 Walworth 29,614 X 52,368 +76.8 Juneau 19,569 X X X 17,490 -l0.6 1 Washburn 8,196 X X X 10,301 +25.7 Kenosha 32,929 100,615 +205.6 1 Washington •. , , none •.• , 
23,784 • , . • none •••• 46,119 +93.9 Kewaunee ~6,784 X X 18,~~2 !6~:1 : Waukesha La Crosse 3,996 ••. , none , .•• 72, 5 37,100 , •• , none , ••• 158,249 +326.5 

Lafalette 20,075 X X X 18,142 _ 9.6 
1 

Waupaca 32,782 X 35,340 + 7.8 Lang ade 17,062 X X 19,916 +16.7 1 Waushara 18,886 X X X X 13,497 -28.5 Lincoln 19,064 X X 22,338 +17.2 1 Winnebago 62,116 •• , . none , •• , 107,928 +73.8 
Manitowoc 44,978 •••• none •••• 75,215 +67.2 I Wood ~ .. 30,583 •••• none •••• 59,105 +93.3 




