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PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING CERTIFICATES OF CONDOLENCE, CONGRATULATIONS 

OR COMMENDATION UNDER JOINT RULE 26 OF THE WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE 
' 

,E;pepared by the Legislative Reference Library, December 1958 
+. 

... Joint Rule 26, ·adOpted in 1957, permits a simplified procedfu>e 
to reji1ac'e res.Ohitions .and joint re.solutions relating to condolence, 
cOngratulations arid commendation. This procedure not only eliminates 
the printing of formal resolutions and joint resolutions, but eiimi­
nates the repetitious recording of such items in the weekly Bulletins 
of Proceedings. 

All that is required is that a member make. a motion under the 
prope'r order df business along the lines indicated below. If he wants 
an ac·tion taken . by his house only, follow the form I be low. / If h.e 
wants an action taken by both houses, follow II below. If the certif­
icate involves condolence follow I-1. or II-lA or IB. If the .certifi­
cate involves congratulations or commendation follow I-2 or II-2A 
and 2B. 

It is ~he responsibility of the chief clerk of the house of ori­
giri.to inform the Legislative Reference Library of the completed mo­
tion so that the certific;:tte can be filled out, to secure the neces­
sary signatures of the legislativ~ officers and to.secure the neces­
sary data to permit the preparation of the certificate. · This· informa­
tion should include the name of the legislator· making the motion,- the 
person or subject involved, the purpose of the certificate and the 
number of copies required, When the Referenc'e Library has completed 
the certificates, they will be delivered to the chief clerk for dis-
tribution. . ...... ··---.. ·-.,. -

A duplicate copy of eacb' certificate • is 'filed in the Legis la ti ve 
Reference Library. 

I, Motion in one house only 
1, Condolence for member or ex-member 

··.. (Senator )(Mr.) moved that the Legislative 
·Reference Library be instructed to draft a certificate of con­
dolence for the family of. the late. (Senator) (Assemblyman) from 

. ·. (District)(County). 

2. Condolence for nonmember 

(Senator)(Mr.) moved that the Legislative 
Reference Library be instructed to draft a certificate of con-
dolence for the family of ------~~~~~~-------------

3. 
. - . . -·;. -· _;' - .- ' ... 

Congra tula tiona or 'commenda'tion ·· · 
c;· '· .. 

(Senator )(Mr.) . . .. moved that the .Legislative 
Reference Library be instructed to draft a certificate of (Con-
gratulations)(Commendation) for ____________________________ on 

the occasion of -----------------------------------------------· 

over 



II. Motion for both houses 
1. Condolence for member of ex-member 
A. In house of origin 

(Senator)(Mr,) ---------moved that the Legislative 
Reference Library be instructed to draft a certificate of con­
dolence for the family of the late (Senator)(Assemblyman) 

from (District)(County) 
and that thechief clerk be directed to filf'Dr"m the (Senate )(Assem­
bly) of this action and request their concurrence. 

B. In second house 

(Senator)(lo!r.) moved that the (Senate)(Assembly) 
concur in the action of the (Senate)(Assembly) instructing the 
Legis·lative Reference Library to draft a certificate of condo­
lence for the family of the late (Senator)(Assemblyman) 
------·--- from (District) (County}:-----

2. Condolence for nonmember 
A. House of origin 

(Senator)(Mr.) moved that the Legislative Reference 
Library be instructea-to<Iraft a certificate of condolence for 
the family of · and that the chief clerk be 
directed to inf'Oriii-the (Senate)(Assembly) of their action and 
request their concurrence. 

B. In second house 

(Senator )(Mr.) moved that the (Senate) (Assembly) 
concur in the actiOrlofthe(Senate)(Assembly) instructing the 
Legislative Reference Library to draft a certificate of condo­
lence for the family of ·--------------

3. Congratulations or commendation 
A. House of origin 

(Senator)(Mr.) ------------~mov.ed that the Legislative Reference 
Library be instructed to draft a certificate of (Congratulations) 
(Commendation) for on the occasion of 

__ ;-and that the chief 
clerk be directed to inform the (Senate)(Assembly) of the action 
and request their concurrence. 

B. In second house 

(Senator)(Mr.) moved that the (Senate)(Assembly) 
concur in the action of the(Senate)(Assembly) instructing the 
Legislative Reference Library to draft a certificate of (Congrat-
ulations)(Commendation) for ______ on the occasion 

of -----------------------------------------




