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WISCONSIN CONSTITUTION 
As amended through April 1979 

PREAMBLE 

We, the people of Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, in order to secure its 
blessings, form a more perfect governn1ent, insure domestic tranquility and pro1note the general welfare, 
do establish this constitution. 

ARTICLE L 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 

Equality; inhere11t rights. SECTION 1. _All me11 are born equally free and independent, and have 
certain inherent rights; among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; to secure these rights, 
govern1nents are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from lhe consent of the governed. 

Slavery prohibited. SECTION 2. There shall be neither slavery, nor involuntary servitude in this 
state, otherwise than for the punishment of crime, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. 

Free speech; libel. SECTION J. Every person n1ay freely speak, write and publish his sentiments on 
all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right, and no laws shall be passed to restrain or 
abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. In all criminal prosecutions or indictments for libel, the 
truth may be given in evidence, and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous be 
true, and was published with good motives and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted; and the 
jury shall have the right to determine the law and the fact. 

Right to assemble and petition. SECTION 4. The right of the people peaceably to assemble, to 
consult for the common good, and to petition the govern1nent, or any departlnent thereof, shall never be 
abridged. 

Trial by jury; verdict in civil cases. SECTION 5. [As amended November 1922] The right of trial by 
jury shall remain inviolate, and shall extend to all cases at law without regard to the amount in 
controversy; but a jury trial may be waived by the parties in all cases in the manner prescribed by law. 
Provided, however, that the legislature may, from time to time, by statute provide that a valid verdict, in 
civil cases, may be based on the votes of a specified number of the jury, not less than five-sixths thereof. 
[1919 AJR-26; 1921AJR-14;1921 c. 504] 

Excessive bail; cruel punishments. SECTION 6. Excessive bail shall not be required nor shall 
excessive fines be imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

Rights of accused. SECTION 7. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to be 
heard by hi1nself and counsel; to de1nand the nature and cause ofth.e accusation against hiin; to 1neet the 
witnesses face to face; to have compulsory process to co1npel the attendance of witnesses in his behalf; 
and in prosecution by indict1nent, or information, to a 'speedy public trial by an iinpartial jury of the 
county or district wherein the offense shall have been committed; which county or district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law. 

Prosecutions; second jeopardy; sclf~incrimination; hail; hahc~ts corpus. SECTION 8. [As an1ended 
November 1870] No person shall be held to answer for a criminal offense without due process of law, 
and no person for the same offense shall be put twice in jeopardy of punishment, nor shall be compelled 
in any criminal case to be a witness against himself. All persons shall, before conviction, be bailable by 
sufficient sureties, except for capital offenses when the proof is evident or the prcsun1ption great; and the 
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless when, in cases of rebellion or 
invasion, the public safety may require it. [1869 AJR-6; 1870 SJR-3; 1870 c. 118] 

n·cnicdy for '\vrongs. SECTION 9. Every person is entitled to a certain rcn1edy in the hnvs for all 
injuries, or wrongs \vhich he tnay receive in his person, property, or character; he ought to obtain justice 
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freely, and without being obliged to purchase it, completely and without denial, promplly and without 
delay, conformably lo the laws. 

Treason. SECTION I 0. Treason against the state shall consist only in levying \Var against the Same, 
or in adhering to its ene111ics. giving the111 aid and con1fort. No person shall be convicted of treason 
unless on the tcstiinony of l\VO witnesses to the sa1ne overt act, or on confession in open court. 

Searches and seizures. SECTION l l. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated; and no \varrant 
shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the 
place to be searched and the persons or things lo be seized. 

Attainder; ex post facto; contracts. SECTION 12. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, nor any 
law in1pairing the obligation of contracts, shall ever be passed, and no conviclion shall \vork corruption 
of blood or forfeiture of estate. 

Private property for public use. SECTION 13. The properly of no person shall be taken for public 
use without just compensation therefor. 

Feudal tenures; leases; alienation. SECTION 14. All lands within the state arc declared to be 
allodial, and feudal tenures are prohibited. Leases and grants of agricultural land for a longer term than 
fifteen years in which rent or service of any kind shall be reserved, and all fines and like restraints upon 
alienation reserved in any grant of land, hereafter n1ade, are declared to be void. 

Equal property rights for aliens and citizens. SECTION 15. No distinction shall ever be made by law 
bet\veen resident aliens and citizens, in reference to the possession, enjoyn1ent or descent of property. 

Imprisonment for debt. SECTION 16. No person shall be imprisoned for debt arising out of or 
founded on a contract, expressed or in1plicd. 

Exemption of property ofdcbtors. SECTION 17. The privilege of the debtor lo enjoy the necessary 
comforts of life shall be recognized by wholesome laws, exempting a reasonable amount of property 
from seizure or sale for the payment of any debt or liability hereafter contracted. 

Freedom of worship; liberty of conscience; state religion; public funds. SECTION 18. The right of 
every man to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of his own conscience shall never be 
infringed; nor shall any inan be con1pcllcd to attend, erect or support any place ·of worship, or to 
maintain any ministry, against his consent; nor shall any control of, or interference with, the rights of 
conscience be permitted, or any preference be given by la\V to any religious cstablishtnents or rnodes of 
worship; nor shall any money be drawn from the treasury for the benefit of religious societies, or 
religious or theological seminaries. 

Religious tests prohibited. SECTION 19. No religious tests shall ever be required as a qualification 
for any office of public trust under the state, and no person shall be rendered incompetent to give 
evidence in any court of law or equity in consequence of his opinions on the subject of religion. 

Military subordinate to civil power. SECTION 20. The military shall be in strict subordination lo the 
civil power. 

Rights of suitors. SECTION 21. [As amended April 1977] (l) Writs of error shall never be 
prohibited,, and shall be issued by such courts as the legislature designates by law. 

(2) In any court of this stale, any suitor may prosecute or defend his suit either in his own proper 
person or by an attorney of the suitor's choice. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9] 

Maintenance of free government. SECTION 22. The blessings of a free govcrn111cnt can only be 

n1aintained by a firm adherence to justice, n1oderation, ten1perance, frugality and virtue, and by 
frequent recurrence to fundamental principles. 

Transportation of school children. SECTION 23. [As created April 1967] Nothing in this 
constitution shall prohibit the legislature from providing for the safety and welfare of children by 
providing for the transportation of children to and fron1 any parochial or private school or institution or 
learning. [1965 AJR-70; 1967 AJR-7] 

Use of school buildings. SECTION 24. [As created April 1972] Nothing in this constitution shall 
prohibit the legislature fron1 authorizing, by 1:.nv, the use of public school buildings by civic, religious or 
charitable organizations during nonschool hours upon puy1ncnt by the organization to the school district 
of reasonable compensation for such use. [ 1969 AJ R-7 4; 1971 AJ R-1 OJ 

ARTICLE II. 

BOUNDARIES 

State boundary. SECTION I. It is hereby ordained and declared that the state of Wisconsin dolh 
consent and accept of the boundaries prescribed in the act or congress entitled "J\.n act to enable the 
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people of \Visconsin territory to forn1 a conslilution and state govcrn1ncnt, and for the ad111ission of such 
state into the Union," approved August sixth, one tbousan<l eight hundred and forty-six, to wit: 
Beginning at the northeast corner of the stale of Illinois- that is to say, at a point in the center of Lake 
Michigan where the line of forty-two degrees and thirty 1ninutes of north latitude crosses the same; 
thence running with the boundary line of the state of Michigan, through Lake Michigan, Green Bay, to 
the n1outh of the Meno111inee river; thence up the channel of the said river lo the Brule river; thence up 
said last-mentioned river to Lake Brule; thence along the southern shore of Lake Brule in a direct li'nc to 
the center ofthe channel between Middle and South Islands, in the Lake of the Desert; thence in a direct 
line to the head \Vatcrs of the Montreal river, as n1arked upon the survey made by Captain Cran1; thence 
down the main channel of the Montreal river to the middle of Lake Superior; thence through the center 
of Lake Supe(ior to the n1outh of the St. Louis river; thence up the 1nain channel of said river to the first 
rapids in the sa1ne, above the Indian village, according to Nicollct's map; thence due south lo the n1ain 
branch of the river St. Croix; thence down the n1ain channel of said river to the Mississippi; thence do\vn 
the center of the main channel of that river to the northwest corner of the state of Illinois; thence due 
east with the northern boundary of the state of Illinois to the place of beginning, as established by "An 
act to enable the people of the Illinois territory to f orrn a constitution and state governn1ent, and for the 
admission of such state into the Union on an equal footing with the original states," approved April I 8lh, 
18 I 8. 

Enabling act accepted. SECTION 2. [As amended April 1951] The propositions contained in the 
act of congress are hereby accepted, ratified and confirn1ed, and shall re1nain irrevocable \vithout the 
consent of the United States; and it is hereby ordained that this stale shall never interJ'cre with the 
primary disposal of the soil within the same by the United Slates, nor with any regulations congress may 
find nece,ssary for securing the title in such soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and in no case shall 
nonresident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. Provided, that nothing in this constitution, or in 
the act of congress aforesaid, shall in any manner prejudice or affect the right of the state of Wisconsin 
to 500,000 acres of land granted to said state, and to be hereafter selected and located and under the acl 
of congress entitled "An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and grant pre­
emption rights," approved September fourth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one [1949 AJR-64; 
1951 AJR-7] 

ARTICLE ][!. 

SUFFRAGE 

Electors. SECTION I. [As amended November 1934] Every person, of the age of twenty-one years 
or upwards, belonging to either of the following classes, who shall have resided in the state for one year 
next preceding any election, and in the election district where he offers to vote such tin1c as 111ay be 
prescribed by the legislature, not exceeding thirty days, shall be deemed a qualified elector at such 
election: -

(I) Citizens of the United States. 

(2) Persons of Indian blood, who have once been declared by law of congress to be citizens.of the 
United States, any subsequent law of congress to the contrary not\vithstanding. 

(3) The legislature may at any time extend, by Jaw, the right of suffrage to persons not herein 
enumerated; but no such law shall be in force until the san1e shall have been sub1nitted to a vote of the 
people at a general election, and approved by a 1najority of all the votes cast on that question at such 
election; and provided further, that the legislature 111ny provide for the registration of electors. and 
prescribe proper rules and regulations therefor. [1931.{IJR-52;1933 SJR-74] 

\Vho not electors. SECTION 2. No person under guardianship, non con1pos 111cntis or insane shall 
be qualified to vote at any election; nor shall any person convicted of treason or felony be qualified to 
vote at any election unless restored to civil rights. 

Votes to be by ballot. SECTION 3. Aii voles shall be given by ballot except for such township 
officers as may by Jaw be directed or allowed to be otherwise chosen. 

Residence sared. SECTION 4. No person shall be deemed to have lost his residence in this state by 
reason of his absence on business of the United States or of this stale. 

MiHtary stationing does not confer residence. SECTION 5, No soldier, scan1an or n1arinc in the 
arn1y or navy of the United States shall be dcen1cd a resident or this state in consequence or being 
stationed \Vithin the san1c. 

Exclusion fron1 suffrage. SECTION 6. La\VS 111ay be passed excluding rro111 the right or .suffrage all 
persons \vho have been or n1ay be convicted of bribery or larceny, or of any it1fa111ous cri111c, and 
depriving every person who shall n1ake or bcco1nc directly or indirectly interested in any bet or \vager 
depending upon the result of any election fron1 the.; right lo vote at such election. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

LEGISLATIVE 

LRB-79-W ll-5 

Legislath'e po,ver. SECTION 1. The legislative power shall be vested in a senate and asscnibly. 

Legislature, how constituted. SECTION 2. The number of the members of the assembly shall never 
be less than fifty-four nor n1ore than one hundred. The senate shall consist of a nu1nber not n1orc than 
one-third nor less than one-fourth of the number of the members of the assembly. 

Apportion1i1ent. SECTION 3. [As amended November 1962] At their first session after each 
enumeration made by the authority of the United Stales, the legislature shall apportion and district 
ane\v the n1cn1bers of the senate and assen1bly, according to the nun1ber of inhabitants, excluding 
soldiers, and officers of the United States army and navy. [1959 SJR-12; 1961 SJR-1 I] 

Representatives to the assembly, how chosen. SECTION 4. [As amended November 1881] The 
members of the assembly shall be chosen biennially, by single districts, on the Tuesday succeeding the 
first Monday of November after the adoption of this amendment, by the qualified electors of the several 
districts, such districts to be bounded by county, precinct, lO\Vll or \Vard lines, to consist of contigious 
territory and be in as compact form as practicable. [1880 SJR-9; 1881AJR-7;1881 c. 262] 

Senators, how chosen. SECTION 5. [As amended November I 88 /] The senators shall be elected by 
single districts of convenient contiguous territory, at the sa1nc ti1ne and in the sa1ne 1nanncr as inen1bers 
of the assembly are required to be chosen, and no assembly district shall be divided in the fonna,tion of a 
senate district. The senate districts shall be nu111bcrcd in the regular series, and the senators shall be 
Chosen alternately fron1 the odd and cven-nun1bered districts. The senators elected or holding over at 
the time of the adoption of this amendment shall continue in office till their successors are duly elected 
and qualified; and after the adoption of this amendment all senators shall be chosen for the term of four 
years. [1880 SJR-9; 1881AJR-7;1881 c. 262] 

Qualifications of legislators. SECTION 6. No person shall be eligible to the legislature who shall 
not have resided one year within the state, and be a qualified elector in the district which he may be 
chosen to represent. 

Organization of legislature; quorun1; con1pulsory attendance. SECTION 7. Each house shall be the 
judge of the elections, returns and qualifications of its O\Vn nie111bers; and a 1naj.ority of each shall 
constitute a quorun1 to do business, but a s1naller nu111bcr may adjourn fro1n day to day, and n1ay con1pel 
the attendance of absent members in such manner under such penalties as each house n1ay provide. 

Rules; contempts; expulsion. SECTION 8. Each house 1nay detennine the rules of its O\Vn 
proceedings, punish for contempt and disorderly behavior, and \vi th the concurrence of l \Vo-thirds of all 
the 1nembers elected, expel a 1nen1ber; but no n1en1ber shall be expelled a second tin1e for the san1c 
cause. 

Officers. SECTION 9. [As amended April I 979] Each house shall choose its presiding officers from 
its own members. [/977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1] 

Journals; open doors; adjounnnents. SECTION l 0. Each house shall keep a journal of its 
proceedings and publish the same, except such parts as require secrecy. The doors of each house shall be 
kept open except when the public welfare shall require secrecy. Neither house shall, \Vithout consent of 
the other, adjourn for more than three days. 

Meeting of legislatnre. SECTION I I. [As amended April 1968] The legislature shall meet at the 
seat of government at such time as shall be provided by la\V, unless convened by the governor in special 
session, and when so convened no business shall be transacted except as shall be necessary to accon1plish 
the special purposes for which it was convened. [1965 AJR-5; 1967 AJR-15] 

Ineligibility of legislators to office. SECTION 12. No member of the legislature shall, during the 
term for which he was elected, be appointed or elected to any civil office in the state, which shall have 
been created, or the e1nolun1ents of which shall have been increased, during the tcnn for \vhich he \vas 
elected. 

Ineligibility of federal officers. SECTION 13. [/ls an1e11ded /lprU J 966] No person being a 1ncn1ber 
of congress, or holding any 1nilitary or civil office under the United States, shall be eligible to a scat in 
the legislature; and if any person shall, after his election as a 1111.::n1bcr of the legislature, be elected to 
congress, or be appoinlcd to any office, civil or n1ilitary, under the govcnunent of the United States, his 
acceptance thereof shall vacate his scat. This n.:striction shall not prohibit a legislator_ l'ro1n accepting 
short periods of active duty as a 1nen1bcr of the reserve or fro1n :-;crving in the arn1ed forces during any 
emergency declared by the executive. [1963 SJR-24; 1965 SJR-15] 

Filling \'acancies. SECTION 14. The governor shall issu1,; \Vrits of election to fill such vacancies as 
1nay occur in either house of the legislature. 
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Exen1ption from ;1rrcst and civil process. St:CTION 15. Mcn1bers of the h;:gislature shall in all cases, 
except treason, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest; nor shall they be subject to any 
civil process, during the session of the lcgislalure, nor for fifteen days next before the con1111cncernent 
and after the ter1nination of each session. 

Pririlegc in debate. SECTION 16. No n1en1bcr of the legislature shall be liable in any civil action, or 
crin1inal prosecution n·h~1tever, for \Vords spoken in debate. 

Enactment of Jaws. SECTION 17. [As amended April 1977] (I) The style of all laws of the state 
shall be "The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do enact as follows:". 

(2) No law shall be enacted except by bill. No law shall be in force until published. 

(3) The legislature shall provide by law for the speedy publication of all laws. [/975 AJR-11; 1977 
SJR-9] 

Title of pril'ate bills. SECTION 18. No private or local bill which may be passed by the legislature 
shall embrace more than one subject, and that shall be expressed in the title. 

Origin of bills. SECTION 19. Any bill may originate in either house of the legislature, and a bill 
passed by one house may be amended by the other. 

Yeas and nays. SECTION 20. The yeas and nays of the members of either house on any question 
shall, at the request of one-sixth of those present, be entered on the journal. 

SECTION 21. [Repealed. 1927 SJR-61; 1929 SJR-7; vote April 1929] 

Powers of county boards. SECTION 22. The legislature may confer upon the boards of supervisors 
of the several counfies of the state such po\vers of a local, legislative and adn1inistrative character as they 
shall froni'time to time prescribe. 

Town and county government. SECTION 23. [As amended April 1972] The legislature shall 
establish but one systen1 of town governn1ent, \vhich shall be as nearly uniforn1 as practicable, but the 
legislature 1nay provide for the election at large once in every 4 years of a chief executive officer in any 
county with such po\vcrs of an administrative character as they n1ay fron1 tiine to ti1nc prescribe in 
accordance with this section and shall establish one or more systems of county government. [1969 SJ R .. 
58; 1971 SJR-4] 

Chief executive officer to approve or veto resolutions or ordinances; procee.dings on rcto. 
SECTION 23a. [As amended April 1969] Every resolution or ordinance passed by the county board in 
any county shall, before it becomes effective, be presented to the chief executive officer. If he approves, 
he shall sign it; if not, he shall return it \Vith his objections, \Vhich objections shall be entered at large 
upon the journal and the board shall proceed to reconsider the matter. Appropriations may be approved 
in whole or in part by the chief executive officer and the part approved shall become law, and the part 
objected to shall be returned in the sa1ne 1nanner as provided for in other re.solutions or ordinances. If, 
after such reconsideration, t\vo-thirds of the men1bcrs-elect of the county board agree to pass the 
resolution or ordinance or the part of the resolution or ordinance objected to, it shall bccoinc effect iv<; on 
the date prescribed but not earlier than the date of passage following reconsideration. Jn all such cases, 
the votes of the members of the county board shall be determined by ayes and noes and the names or the 
members voting for or against the resolution or ordinance or the part thereof objected to shall be enh::red 
on the journal. If any resolution or ordinance is not returned by the chief executive officer to the county 
board at its first meeting occurring not less than 6 days, Sundays excepted, after it has been presented to 
him, it shall become effective unless the county board has recessed or adjourned for a period in excess of 
60 days, in which case it shall not be effective without hi~approval. [1967 AJR-18; 1969 SJR-8] 

Lotteries and divorces. SECTION 24. [As amended April 1977] The legislature shall never 
authorize any lottery or grant any divorce. 

(I) The legislature may authorize bingo games licensed by the state, and operated by religious, 
charitable, service, fraternal or veterans' organizations or those to \vhich contributions are deductible 
for federal Or state income tax purposes. All profits n1ust inure to the licensed organization and no 
salaries, fees or profits shall be paid to any other organization or person. 

(2) The legislature may authorize rafne games licensed by the state, and operated by local 
religious, Charitable, service, fraternal or veterans' organizalions or those to \vhich contributions arc 
deductible for federal or state incon1e tax purposes. 'fhc legislature shall li1nit the nu1nbcr of raffles 
conducted by any such organization. All profits 1nu.st inure to the licensed local organization and no 
salaries, fees or profits shall be paid to any other organization or person. 

(3) Except as the legislature n1ay provide othcr\visc, lht.: ro!lo\ving activities do not constitult,; 
considci:ation as an elc111ent of a lottery: 

(a) To listen to or watch a television or radio progra1n. 

(b) To fill out a coupon or entry blank, \Vhclhcr or not proof of purcha~c is required. 
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(c) To visit a 111ercantilc cstablish111cnt or other place \vithout being required to make a purchase or 
pay an admittance fee. [1975 AJR-43; 1977 AJR-10] · 

Stationery and printing. SECTION 25. The legislature shall provide by law that all stationery 
required for the use of the state, and all printing authorized and required by them to be done for their 
use, or for the stale, shall be let by contract lo the lowest bidder, but the legislature may establish a 
n1axin1un1 price; no n1ember of the legislature or other state officer shall be interested, either directly or 
indirectly, in any such contract. 

Exira compensation; salary change. SECTION 26. [As amended April 1977] The legislature shall 
never grant any extra con1pensation to any public ofricer, agent, servant or contractor, after the services 
shall have been rendered or the contract entered into; nor shall the conipensation of any public officer be 
increased or din1inished during his term of office except that \vhcn any increase or decrease provided by 
the legislature in the co1nPcnsation of the justices of the supre1ne court or judges of any court of record 
shall beco111e effective as to any such justice or judge, it shall be effective fro1n such date as to each of 
such justices or judges. This section shall not apply to increased benefits for persons who have been or 
shall be granted benefits of any kind under a retircn1cnt system when such increased benefits are 
provided by a legislative act passed on a call of ayes and noes by a three-fourths vote of all the members 
elected to both houses of the legislature, which act shall rrovide for sufficient stale funds lo cover the 
costs of the increased benefits. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9] 

Suits against state. SECTION 27. The legislature shall direct by law in what manner and in what 
courts suits may be brought against the state. 

Oath of office. SECTION 28. Members of the legislature, and all officers, executive and judicial, 
except such inferior officers as n1ay be by la\v exen1pted, shall before they enter upon the duties of their 
respective offices, take and subscribe an oath or affinnation to support the constitution of the United 
States and the constitution of the state of Wisconsin, and faithfully to discharge the duties of their 
respective offices to the best of their ability. 

Militia. SECTION 29. The legislature shall determine what persons shall constitute the militia of 
the state, and may provide for organizing and disciplining the sa1ne in such manner as shall be 
prescribed by law. 

Elections by legislature. SECTION 30. In all elections lo be made by the legislature the members 
thereof shall vote viva voce, and their votes shall be entered on the journal. 

Special and private laws prohibited. SECTION 31. [As amended November 1892] The legislature is 
prohibited from enacting any special or private la\vs in the follovving cases: 

lst. For changing the na1ne of persons or constituting one person the heir at la\V of another. 

2nd. For laying out, opening or altering higll\vaysi except in cases of state roads extending into 
n1ore than one county, and military roads to aid in the construction of \Vhich lands nu1y be granted by 
congress. 

3d. For authorizing persons to keep ferries across strean1s at points \\'holly \Vithin this state. 

4th. For authorizing the sale or n1ortgage of real or personal property of 111inors or others under 
disability. 

5th. For locating or changing any county seal. 

6th. For assesstnent or collection of taxes or for extending the ti111e for the collection thereof. 

7th. For granting corporate po\vers or privileges, except to cities. 

8th. For authorizing the apportionment of any part of the school rund. 

9th. !'or incorporating any city, town or village, or to amend the charter thereof. [1889 SJR-1 J: 
1891SJR-13;1891 c. 362] 

General hnvs on enun1erated subjects. SECTION 32. [Created No\le111ber 1871] The legislature 
shall provide general laws for the transaction of any business that may be prohibited by section lhirly­
onc of this article, and all such laws shall be uniform in theiropcration throughout the state. [1870 SJ R-
14; 1871AJR-29;1871 c. 122] . 

Auditing of slate accounts. SECTION 33. [Created November 1946] The legislature shall provide 
for the auditing of state accounts and n1ay establish such offices and prescribe such dut ics for the sa1nc 
as it shall deem necessary. [1943 SJR-35; 1945 SJR-24] 

Continuity of civil gO\'crnn1cnt. SECTION 34. [Crl'atcd L·lpril /96/] The legislature, in order to 
ensure continuity of state and local govcrn1ncntal operations in periods of c111crgency resulting l"ro1n 
cncn1y action in the fonn of an attack, shall (I) forllnvith provide for pro111pt an<l tc1nporary s1H.:ccssion 
to the pO\\'crs and <lutics of public offices, of \Vhali...:vcr nalure and whether rilled by clt:ction or 
appoinlJllClll, the i11CUt11bcnts of \Vhich lllay bcCOlllC unavaiJ:ihJc for carryill!j Oil the powers and dutit:s of 
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such· offices~ <.1nd (2) adopt such other n1casurcs as n1ay be neces~ary and proper for attaining lhc 
objectives of the section. [1959 AJR-48; 1961 SJR-1] 

ARTICLE V. 

EXECUTIVE 

Go\'ernor; lieutenant gon:~-rnor; terrn. SECTION I. [.rls a111cnded April 1979] The executive po\vcr 
shall be vested in a governor who shall hold office for 4 years; a lieutenant governor shall be elected al 
the same time and for the same term. [1977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1] 

Section !Ill. [Repealed. 1977 SJR-51; 1979 S.IR-1; vote April 1979] 
Section Jn. [Repealed. 1977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1; vote April 1979] 

Eligibility. SECTION 2. No person except a citizen of the United Stales and a qualified elector of 
the state shall be eligible to the office of governor or lieutenant governor. 

Election. SECTION 3. [As amended April 1967] The governor and lieutenant governor shall be 
elected by the qualified electors of the state al the times and places of choosing me!1lbcrs of the 
legislature. They shall be chosen jointly, by !he casting by each voter of a single vote applicable to both 
offices beginning with the general election in 1970. The persons respcctivciy having the highest nulllbcr 
of votes cast jointly for them for governor and lieutenant governor shall be elected; but in case two or 
1nore slates shall have an equal and the highest nun1ber of votes for governor and lieutenant governor, 
the two houses of the legislature, at its next annual session shall forthwith, by joint ballot, choose one of 
the slates so having an equal and the highest number of votes for governor and lieutenant governor. The 
retur1iS of election for governor and lieutenant governor shall be made in such nianner as shall be 
provided by law. [1965 AJR-3; 1967 AJR-8 and SJR-1 I] 

J>on'ers and duties. SECTION 4. T'hc governor shall be con1111andcr in chief of the n1ilitary and 
naval_forccs of the state. He shall have power to convene the legislature on extraordinary occasions, and 
in case of invasion, or danger fron1 the prevalence of contagious disease at the seat of govcrnn1cnt, he 
1nay convene then1 at any other suitable place within the state. He shall con11nunicate to the legislature, 
at every session, the condition of the state, and recorn1nend such 1natters to them for their consideration 
as he may deem expedient. He shall transact all necessary business \vith the officers bf the govern111ent, 
civil and 1nilitary. He shall expedite all such nieasurcs as niay be resolved upon by the legislature, and 
shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

SECTION 5. [Repealed. 1929 SJR-81; 1931 S.IR-6; vote November 1932] 

Pardoning po,vcr. SECTION 6. The governor shall have po\ver to grant reprieves, conunutations and 
pardons, after conviction. for all offenses, except treason and cases of iinpeach1ncnt, upon such 
conditions and with such restrictions and limitations as he 1nay think proper, subject to such regulations 
as may be provided by law relative to the manner of applying for pardons. Upon conviction for treason 
he shall have the power to suspend the execution of the sentence until the case.shall be reported lo the 
legislature at its next meeting, when the legislature shall either pardon, or co1nrnute the sentence, direct 
the execution of the sentence, or grant a further reprieve. Ii.c shall annually con11nunicate to the 
legislature each case of reprieve, con1111utation or pardon granted, stating the na1ne of the convict, the 
crime of which he was convicted, the sentence and its date, and the date of the co1n1nutation, pardon or 
reprieve \Vith his reasons for granting the sa1ne. 

Lieutenant governor, when governor. SECTION '· [As amended April 1979] ( 1) Upon the 
governor's death, resignation or removal fron1 office, the lieutenant governor shall bccon1c governor for 
the balance of the unexpired term. 

(2) If the governor is absent fro1n this state, in1peache<l, or fron1 1nental or physical disease, 
beco1nes incapable of performing the duties of the office, the lieutenant governor sh:.ill serve as acting 
governor for the balance of the unexpired tenn or until the governor returns, the disability ceases or the 
ilnpcach1nent is vacated. But when the governor, \Vi th the consent of the legislature, shall be out of this 
state in time of \var at the head of the state's 1nilitary force, the governor shall continue as con1111andcr in 
chief of the military force. [1977 SJR-51; 1979 .S'.fR-lj 

Secretary of state, when gornrnor. SFCTlON' lt [As am,-11ded ;!pr;/ 1979] ( 1) If there is a vacancy 
in the office of lieutenant governor and the governor dies, resigns or is ren1oved fron1 office, the secretary 
of state shall beco1nc governor for the balance of the unexpired tcnn. 

(2) If there is a vacancy in the office of lieutenant governor and tht: governor is absent fro111 this 
state) in1pcached, or frorn 1ncntal or physical disease beco1ncs incapable or pcrforining the duties or the 
office, the sccrt:tary of slate shall serve as acting govt:rnor for the balance of the unexpired tt:nn or until 
the governor returns, the disability ceases or the i111pcachn1cnt is vacated. (/977 S'Jf?.-51; 197() ,')'Jf?.-1] 
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SECTION 9. [Repealed. 1929 SJR-82; 1931 S.IR-7; vole Nomnber 1932] 

Governor to approYe or Veto bills; proceedings on l'cto. SECTION 10. [As a111e1uled Nol'c1nber 1930] 
Every bill which shall have passed the legislature shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the 
governor; if he approve, he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to that house in 
which it shall have originated, who shall enter the objections al large upon the journal and proceed to 
reconsider it. Appropriation bills may be approved in \Vholc or in part by the governor, and the_ part 
approved shall become law, and the parl objected lo shall be returned in lhc same manner as provided 
for other bills. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of lhc members present shall agree to pass the 
bill, or the part of lhe bill objected to, il shall be senl, together wilh lhe objections, to the other house, by 
which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of the members present it shall 
become a law. But in all such cases the votes of bolh houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and 
the names of the members voting for or against the bill or the part of the bill objected to, shall be entered 
on the journal of each house respectively. If any bill shall nol be rel urned by the governor within six days 
(Sundays excepted) after il shall have been presented lo him, the same shall be a law unless the 
legislature shall, by their adjournment, prevent its return, in which case it shall nol be a law. [1927 SJR-
35; 1929 SJR-40] 

ARTICLE VI. 

AD1\HNISTRATJVE 

Election of secretary of state, treasurer and attorney general; terrn. SECTION 1. [As anu:nded /1pri/ 
1979] The qualified electors of this state, at the times and places of choosing the members of the 
legislature, shall in I 970 and every 4 years thereafter elect a secretary of state, treasurer and attorney 
general who shall hold their offices for 4 years. [1977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1] 

Section Im. [Repealed. 1977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1; vote April 1979] 
Section In. [Repealed. 1977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1; vote April 1979] 
Section Ip. [Repealed. 1977 SJR~51; 1979 SJR-1; vole April 1979] 

Secretary of state; duties, compensation. SECTION 2. [As a111ended Noven1ber 1946] The secretary 
of state shall keep a fair record of the official acts of the legislature and executive department of the 
state, and shall, when required, lay the same and all matters relative thereto before either branch of the 
legislature. He shall perform such other duties as shall be assigned him by law. He shall receive as a 
compensation for his services yearly such suin as shall be provided by l::nv, and shall keep his office at the 
seat of government. [1943 SJR-35; 1945 SJR-24] 

Treasurer and attorney general; duties, cornpensation. SECTION 3. The po\vers, duties and 
compensation of the treasurer.and attorney general shall be prescribed by law. 

County officers; election, terms, re1noval; yacancics. SECTION 4. [As <1J11ended /lpril /97.?] 
Sheriffs, coroners, register of deeds, district attorneys, and all other county officers except judicial 
officers and chief executive officers, shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties once in 
every two years. The offices of coroner and surveyor in counties having a population of 500,000 or n1orc 
are abolished. Counties not having a population of 500,000 shall have the option of retaining lhe elective 
office of coroner or instituting a n1edical exa1niner systen1. Two or 111ore counties 111ay instilute a joinl 
medical examiner syste1n. Sheriffs shall hold no other office; they 1nay be required by la\v to renc\\· their 
security fro1n time to tin1e, and in default of giving such ne\v security their office shall be dce1ncd vacant, 
but the county shall never be n1ade responsible for the acts of the sheriff. The governor 1nay reinovc any 
officer in this section n1entioncd, giving to such a copy of the charges against hi1n and an opportunity of 
being heard in his defense. All vacancies shall be filled by appointment, and the person appointed to fill 
a vacancy shall hold only for the unexpired portion of the lerm to which he shall be appointed and until 
his successor shall be elected and qualified. [1969 S.IR-63; 197 I SJR-38] 

ARTICLE Vil. 

JUDICIARY 

lmpcuchmcnt; trial. SECTION I. [As amended November 1932] The courl for the lrial of 
iinpeachn1ents shall be composed of the senate. The asscn1bly shall have the po\ver or i1npcaching all 
civil officers of this state for corrupt conduct in office, or for crin1cs and 1nisdcn1canors; but a n1ajority of 
all the n1en1bcrs elected shall concur in an i1npcach1nenl. On the trial of an in1pcacluncnt against the 
governor, the lieutenant governor shall not act as a 1ncn1bcr of the court. Nb judicial ofl'icer shall 
exercise his office, after he shall have been in1peachcd, until his acquittal. Before the trial of ~1n 
iinpeachn1cnt the 1ncn1bers of the court shall take an oath or a!Tinnation truly and in1partial!y to try the 
i1npcachn1ent according to evidence; and no person shall be convicted \\'ilhout the concurrence or l\\'O­
thirds of the 1nen1bers prcscnl. Judg1ncnt in cases or in1peach111cnt shall not extend further than to 
n.:n1ova! rro1n office, or reinoval fnJ111 office and disquuliricatio11 to hold any office of honor. profit or 
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trust under the state; but the party impeached shall be liable to indictment, trial and punishment 
according to law. [!929 SJR-103; 1931 SJR-8] 

Court system. SECTlON 2. [As amended April 1977] The judicial power of this state shall be 
vesled in a unified court syste1n consisting of one suprc1ne court, u court of appeals, a circuit court, such 
trial courts of general unifonn statewide jurisdiction as the legislature 1nay create by la\v, and a 
municipal court if authorized by the legislature under section 14. [1975 AJR.-1/;1977 SJR-9] 

Supreme court: jurisdiction. SECTION 3. [As amended April 1977] (I) The supreme court shall 
have superintending and administrative authority over all courts. 

(2) The supreme court has appellate jurisdiction over all courts and 1nay hear original actions and 
proceedings. The supren1e court n1ay issue all \Vrits necessary in aid of its jurisdiction. 

(3) The supre1ne court 1nay rcvie\v judg111ents and orders of the court of appeals, 111ay ren1ove cases 
from the court of appeals and may accept cases on certification by the court of appeals. [/975 AJR-1 /; 
1977 SJR-9] 

Supreme court: election, chief justice, court Sj'stcn1 administration. SECTION 4. [As a111e11ded April 
1977] ( 1) The supreme court shall have 7 members who shall be known as justices of the supreme court. 
Justices shall be elected for I 0-year terms of office commencing with the A.ugust I next succeeding the 
election. Only one justice inay be elected in any year. Any 4 justices shall constitute a quorurn for the 
conduct of the court's business. 

(2) ·The justice having been longest a continuous 111ember of said court, or in case 2 or niorc such 
justices shall have served for the same length of time, the justice whose term first expires, shall be the 
chief justi'¢c. The justice so designated as chief justice 1nay, irrevocably, decline to serve as chief justice 
or resign as chief justice but continue to serve as a justice of the supreme court. 

(3) The chief justice of the supreme court shall be the administrative head of the judicial system 
and shall exercise this administrative authority pursuant to procedures adopled by the supren1e court. 
The chief justice may assign any judge of a court of record to aid in the proper disposition of judicial 
business in any court of record except the supreme court. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9] 

SECTION 5. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977] 

Court of appeals. SECTION 5. [Created April 1977] [I] The legislature shall by law combine the 
judicial circuits of the state into one or more districts for the court of appeals and shall designate in each 
district the locations where the appeals court shall sit for the convenience of liligants. 

(2) · For each district of the appeal~ court there shall be chosen by the qualified electors of the 
district one or more appeals judges as prescribed by law, who shall sit as prescribed by law. Appeals 
judges shall be elected for 6-year terms and shall reside in the district from which elected. No alteration 
of district or circuit boundaries shall have the effect of rc111oving an appeals judge f ron1 office during the 
judge's ter1n. In case of an increase in the number of appeals judges, the first judge or judges shall be 
elected for full tcrn1s unless the legislature prescribes a shorter initial tenn for staggering of tcnns. 

(3) The appeals court shall have such appellate jurisdiction in the district, including jurisdict.ion to 
review administrative proceedings, as the legislature 111ay provide by h:nv, but shall have no original 
jurisdiction other than by prerogative \Vrit. The appeals court 1nay issue all \Vrits necessary in aid of its 
jurisdiction and shall have supervisory authority over all actions and proceedings in the courts in the 
district. [1975 AJR-!1; 1977 SJR-9] 

Circuit court: boundaries. SECTION 6. [As a111e11der/ April 1977] The legislature shall prescribe by 
la\v the nun1ber of judicial circuits, 111aking the1n as co1npact and convenient as practicable, and 
bounding them by county lines. No alteration of circuit boundaries shall have the effccl of rcn1oving a 
circuit judge fron1 office during the judge's tenn. In case of an increase of circuits, the first judge or 
judges shall be elected. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9] 

Circuit court: election. SECTION 7. [As amended April 1977] For each circuit there shall be 
chosen by the qualified electors thereof one or 1nore circuit judges as prescribed by la\v. Circuit judges 
shall be elected for 6-year terms and shall reside in the circuit from which elected. [197 5 Al R-11; 1977 
SJR-9] 

Circuit court: jurisdiction. SECTJON 8. [/ls £11ne111/ed /1pril 1977] Except as olhcr\visc provided by 
la\V, the circuit court shall have original jurisdiction in all 1natters civil and cri1ni11al \vithin this state and 
such appellate jurisdiction in the circuit as the legislature 1nay prescribe by la\v. The circuit court 1nay 
issue all writs necessary in aid of its jurisdiction. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9] 

Judicial elections, vncancic.l.i. SECTION 9. [/ls anh'1u/et! /lpril 1977] \Vhcn a vacancy occurs in the 
office of justice of the suprcn1c court or judge or any court of record, the vacancy shall be filled by 
.appointn1cnl by the governor, \vhich shall continue until <I su....:ccssor is clcctcd ~111d qualiricd. 'l'hcrc shall 



I ' 

- 10 - WISCONSIN CONSTITUTION, as amended April 1979 LRB-79-WB-5 

be no election for a justice or judge at the partisan general election for state or county officers, nor \vithin 
30 days either before or after such election. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9] · 

Judges: eligibility to office. SECTION I 0. [As a111e11ded April 1977] (I) No justice or the SU preme 
court or judge or any court or record shall hold any other office or public trust, except a judicial office, 
during the term for which elected. No person shall be eligible lo the office of judge who shall not, at the 
tiinc of election or appointfnent, be a qualified elector within the jurisdiction for which chosen. 

(2) Justices of the supreme court and judges of the courts of record shall receive such compensation 
as the legislature may authorize by law, but may not receive fees of office. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJ R-9] 

SECTION 11. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vole April 1977] 

Disciplinary proceedings. SECTION 11. [Created April 1977] Each justice or judge shall be 
subject to reprimand, censure, suspension, ren1oval for cause or for disability, by the supre1ne court 
pursuant to procedures established by the legislature by law. No justice or judge removed for cause shall 
be eligible for reappointn1cnt or te1nporary service. This section is alternative to, and cun1ulativc \vith, 
the methods of removal provided in sections I and 13 of this article and section 12 of article X 111. [197 5 
AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9] 

Clerks of circuit and supreme courts. SECTION 12. [As amended November 1882] There shall be a 
clerk of the circuit court chosen in each county organized for judicial purpo:ses by the qualified electors 
thereof, who shall hold his office for two years, subject to removal as shall be provided by law; in ease of 
a vacancy, the judge of the circuit court shall have power lo appoint a clerk until the vacancy shall be 
filled by an election; the clerk thus elected or appointed shall give such security as the legislature may 
require. The supreme court shall appoint its O\Vn clerk, and a clerk of the circuit courf n1ay be appointed 
a clerk of the supreme court. [1881AJR-16;1882 SJR-20; 1882 c. 290] 

Justices and judges: removal by address. SECTION 13. [As amended April 1977] Any justice or 
judge may be removed from office by address of both houses or the legislature, if two-thirds or all the 
members elected to each house concur therein, but no re1noval shall be n1ade by virtue of this section 
unless the justice or judge complained of is served with a copy of the charges, as the ground of address, 
and has had an opportunity of being heard. On the question of removal, the ayes and noes shall be 
entered on the journals. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9] 

Municipal court. SECTION 14. [As amended April 1977] The legislature by law may authorize 
each city, village and town to establish a municipal court. All 1nunicipal courts shall have uniforn1 
jurisdiction lin1ited to actions and proceedings arising under ordinances of the 111unicipality in \vhich 
established. Judges of municipal courts n1ay receive such con1pensation as provided by the n1unicipality 
in which established, but may not receive fees of office. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9] 

SECTION 15. [Repealed. 1963SJR-32;1965 SJR-26; Fote April 1966] 
SECTION 16. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977] 
SECTION 17. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977] 
SECTION 18. [Repealed. 1975AJR-11;1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977] 
SECTION 19. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; l'Ole April 1977] 
SECTION 20. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vole April 1977] 
SECTION 21. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; VOie April 1977] 
SECTION 22. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977] 
SECTION 23. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vole April 1977] 

Justices and judges: eligibility for office; retirement. SECTION 24. [As a111<•11ded April 19 77] ( I) 
To be eligible for the office of supren1e court justice or judge of any court of record, a person n1ust be an 
attorney licensed to practice law in this state and have been so licensed for 5 years in1n1ediatcly prior to 
election or appointn1ent. 

(2) Unless assigned le1nporary service under subsection (3), no person nu1y serve as a suprc1nc 
court justice or judge of a court of record beyond the July 31 following the date on which such person 
attains that age, of not less than 70 years, which the legislature shall prescribe by law. 

(3) A person \vho has served as a supren1e court justice or judge of a court of record n1ay, as 
provided by law, serve as a judge of any court of record except the suprcn1c court on a tc1nporary basis if 
assigned by the chief justice of the supreme court. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9] 

ARTICLE VIII. 

f'INANCE 

l~ulc of taxation 1111ifonn; iuco11H.', privilege and occupation taxes. SECTION I. [,..fs a111e11ded /1/N'i/ 
1974] The rule of taxation shall be unifonn but the legislature 111ay cn1powt.:r cities, \'illagcs or to\vns to 
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collect and return iaxeS on re~d estate loclltcd therein by optional 1nethods~ 1-axes shall be levied upon 
such property \'i'ith such classifications as to forests and n1incrals including or separate or severed fro1n 
the land, as the legislature shall prescribe. Taxation of agricultural land and undeveloped land, both as 
defined by l:.nv, need not be unifonn \Vith the taxation of each other nor with the taxation of other real 
property. Taxation of 1ncrchants' stock-in-trade, n1anufacturcrs' 1natcrials and finished products, and 
livestock need not be uniform with the taxation of real property and other personal properly, but the 
taxation of 3Jl such 1ncrchants' stock-in-trade, n1anufacturcrs' materials and finished products and 
livestock shall be uniform, except that the legislature may provide that the value thereof shall be 
detcnnincd on an average basis. Taxes 1nay also be i1nposed on incomes, privileges and occupations, 
which taxes may be graduated and progressive, and reasonable exemptions may be provided. [/971 
AJR-2; 1973 AJR-1] 

Appropriation; limitation. SECTION 2. [As amended November 1877] No money shall be paid out 
of the treasury except in pursuance of an appropriation by law. No appropriation shall be made for the 
payment of any claim against the state except claims of the United States and judgments, unless filed 
within six years after the claim accrued. [1876 SJR-14; 1877 SJR-5; 1877 c. 158] 

Credit of state. SECTION 3. [As amended April 1975] Except as provided in s. 7 (2) (a), the 
credit of the state shall never be given, or loaned, in aid of any individual; association or corporation. 
[1973 AJR-145; 1975 AJR-1] 

Contracting state debts. SECTION 4. The state shall never contract any public debt except in the 
cases and .n1anner herein provided. 

Annuiil tax levy to equal expenses. SECTION 5. The legislature shall provide for an annual tax 
sufficient iO defray the-estimated expenses of the state for each year, and \Vhenever the expenses of any 
year shall exceed the income, the legislature shall provide for levying a tax for the ensuing year, 
sufficient, \Vith other sources of incon1e, to pay the deficiency as \Vell as the estin1ated expenses of such 
ensuing year. 

Public debt for extraordinary expense; taxation. SECTION 6. For the purpose of defraying 
extraordinary expenditures the state may contract public debts (but such debts shall never in the 
aggregate exceed one hundred thousand dollars). Every such debt shall be authorized by law, for some 
purpose or purposes to be distinctly specified therein; and the vote of a majority of all the members 
elected to each house, to be taken by yeas and nays, shall be necessary to the passage of such law; and 
every such law shall provide for levying an annual tax sufficient to pay the annual interest of such debt 
and the principal within five years from the passage of such law, and shall specially appropriate the 
proceeds of such taxes to the payment of such principal and interest; and such appropriation shall not be 
repealed, nor the taxes be postponed or diminished, until the principal and interest of such debt shall 
have been wholly paid. -

Public debt for public defense; bonding for public purposes. SECTION 7. [As amended April 1975] 
( 1) The legislature may also borrow n1oney to repel invasion 1 suppress insurrcction 1 or def end the state 
in time of war; but the money thus raised shall be applied exclusively to the object for which the Joan was 
authorized, or to the repayment of the debt thereby created. 

(2) Any other provision of this constitution to the contrary notwithstanding: 
(a) The state may contract public debt and pledges to the payment thereof its full faith, credit and 

taxing power: 
1. To acquire, construct, develop, extend, enlarg<! or in1prove land, \Valers, property, higlnvays, 

buildings, equipment or facilities for public purposes. 
2. To 111akc funds available for veterans' housing loans. 
(b) The aggregate public debt contracted by the state in any calendar year pursuant to paragraph 

(a) shall not exceed an amount equal to the lesser of: · 
I. Three-fourths of one per centum of the aggregate value of all taxable property in the slate; or 
2. Five per ccntum of the aggregate value of all taxable property in the state less the sum of: a. the 

aggregate public debt of the state contracted pursuant to this section outstanding as of January I of such 
calendar year after subtracting thercfroin the an1ount of sinking funds on hand on January I of such 
calendar year \Vhich arc applicable exclusively to rcpayn1cnt of such outstanding public debt and, b. th~ 
outstanding indebtedness as of January 1 of such calendar year or any entity or lht.: type described in 
paragraph (d) to the extent that such indebtedness is supported by or payable rron1 pay111c11ls out nf the 
treasury of the state. 

(c) The state 1nay contract publit: debt, \vithout lin1it, to fund or refund the \vhole or any part or 
any public debt contracte<l pursuant to paragraph (a), including any pre111iun1 payable 'vith respect 
then . .: to and any interest to accrue thereon, or to fund or refund the \vholc or any p:1rt of any i1H.k:blt:dncs.s 
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incurred prior to January I, 1972, by any entity or the type described in paragraph (d), including any 
prcn1iu1n payable \Vith resp.eel thereto and any interest to accrue thereon.· 

(d) No money shall be paid out of the treasury, with respect to any lease, sublease or other 
agreement entered into after January 1, 1971, to the Wisconsin State Agencies Building Corporation, 
Wisconsin State Colleges Building Corporation, Wisconsin State Public Building Corporation, 
Wisconsin University Building Corporation or any siinilar entity existing or operating for siinilar 
purposes pursuant to \vhich such nonprofit corporation or such other entity undertukcs to finance or 
provide a facility for use or occupancy by the state or an agency, department or instrun1cntality thereof. 

( e) The legislature shall prescribe all matters relating lo the contracting of public debt pursuant to 
paragraph (a), including: the public purposes for which public debt may be contracted; by vote of a 
majority of the members elected to each of the 2 houses of the legislature, the amount of public debt 
which may be contracted for any class of such purposes; the public debt or other indebtedness which may 
be funded or refunded; the kinds of notes, bonds or other evidence oJ public debt which may be issued by 
the state; and the manner in which the aggregate value of all taxable property in the state shall be 
determined. 

(f) The full faith, credit and taxing power of the state are pledged to the payment of all public debt 
created on behalf of the state pursuant to this section and the legislature shall provide by appropriation 
for the payment of the interest upon and instalments of principal of all such public debt as the same falls 
due, but, in a~y event, suit n1ay be brought against the state to compel such payn1cnl. 

(g) At any time after January I, 1972, by vote of a majority of the members elected to each of the 2 
houses of the legislature, the legislature may declare that an emergency exists and submit to the reople a 
proposal to authorize the state to contract a specific a111ount of public debt for a purpose specified in 
such proposal, without regard to the limit provided in paragraph (b). Any such authorization shall be 
effective if approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon. Public debt contracted pursuant to 
such authorization shall thereafter be deemed to have been contracted pursuant to paragraph (a), but 
neither such public debt nor any public debt contracted to fund or refund such rublic debt shall be 
considered in computing the debt limit provided in paragraph (b). Nol more than one such 
authorization shall be thus made in any 2-year period. [1973 AJR-145; 1975 AJR-1] 

Vote on fiscal bills; quorum. SECTION 8. On the passage in either house of the legislature of any 
la\v \vhich imposes, continues or rene\Vs a tax, or creates a debt or charge,.or 111akes, continues or r¢nc\VS 
an appropriation of public or trust money, or releases, discharges or con1n1utcs a c/ain1 or den1and of lhe 
state, the question shall be taken by yeas and nays, which shall be duly entered on the journal; and three­
fifths of all the members elected to such house shall in all such cases be required to constitute a quorum 
therein. 

Evidences of public debt. SECTION 9. No scrip, certificate, or other evidence of state debt, 
whatsoever, shall be issued, except for such debts as are authorized by the sixth and seventh sections of 
this article. 

Internal improvements. SECTION 10. [As amended April 1968] The stale shall never contract any 
debt for works of internal improvcn1cnt, or be a party in carrying on sucl1 \Yorks; but \Vhcncvcr gfants of 
land or other property shall have been made to the state, especially dedicated by the grant lo particular 
works of internal improvement, the state n1ay carry on such particular \Vorks and shall devote thereto 
the avails of such grants, and may pledge or appropriate the revenues derived frOn1 sucll \\'Orks in aid of 
their completion. Provided, that the state 1nay appropriate 1noncy in the treasury or to be thereafter 
raised by taxation for the construction or in1provc1ncnt of public high,vays or the dcvclopn1cnt, 
improve1nent and construction of airports or other aeronautical projects or the acquisition, in1prove1ncnt 
or construction of veterans' housing or the in1prove1nent of port facilities. Provided, that the state 111<1y 

appropriate moneys for the purpose of acquiring, preserving and developing the forests or the slate; or 
the moneys appropriated under the authority of this section in any one year an an1ount not to exceed 
two-tenths of one mill of the taxable property of the stale as determined by the last preceding state 
assessment may be raised by a tax on property. [1965 SJR-28; 1967 SJR-18] 

ARTICLE IX. 

El\HNENT Do~tAIN AND PROPERTY OF TllE STATE 

Jurisdiction on rivers and hikes; navigable \raters. SECTION I. The stale shall have concurrent 
jurisdiction on all rivers and lakes bordering on this slate so far as such rivers or lakes shall fonn a 
co1n1non boundary lo the state and any other state or territory no\v or hcreaflcr to be funned. and 
bounded by the san1e; and the river Mississippi and the navigable \Vale rs leading into the [Vl ississippi and 
St. La\vrencc, and the carrying places hcl\vecn the san1e, shall be con1111u11 higll\vays ~ind forever free, as 
well to the inhabitants of the state as to the citizens ur tile United States, \vithuul any tax, i1npost or duty 
therefor. 

I 
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Territorial property. SECTION 2. The title lo all lands and other property which have accrued to the 
territory of Wisconsin by grant, gift, purchase, forfeiture, escheal or otherwise shall vest in the state of 
Wisconsin. 

Ultimate property in lands; escheats. SECTION 3. The people of the state, in their right of 
sovereignty, are declared to possess the ultimate property, in and to all lands within the jurisdiction of 
the state; and all lands the title to which shall fall from a defect of heirs shall revert or escheat to the 
people. 

ARTICLE x. 
EDUCATION 

Superintendent of public instruction. SECTION I. [As amended November 1902] The supervision 
of public instruction shall be vested in a state superintendent and such other officers as the legislature 
shall direct; and their qualifications, powers, duties and compensation shall be prescribed by law. The 
state superintendent shall be chosen by the qualified electors of the state at the same time and in the 
same manner as members of the supreme court, and shall hold his office for four years from the 
succeeding first Monday in July. The state superintendent chosen at the general election in November, 
1902, shall hold and continue in his office until the first Monday in July, 1905, and his successor shall be 
chosen at the time of the judicial election in April, 1905. The term of office~ time and manner of electing 
or appointing all other officers of supervision of public instruction shall be fixed by law. [1899 SJ R-21; 
1901SJR,-24;1901 c. 258] 

School fund created; income applied. SECTION 2. The proceeds of all lands that have been or 
hereafter may be granted by the United States to this state for educational purposes (except the lan.ds 
heretofore granted for the purpose of a university) and all moneys and the clear proceeds of all property 
that may accrue to the state by forfeiture or escheat, and all moneys which may be paid as an equivalent 
for exemption from military duty; and the clear proceeds of all fines collected in the several counties for 
any breach of the penal laws, and all moneys arising from any grant to the state where the purposes of 
such grant are not specified, and the five hundred thousand acres of land to which the state is entitled by 
the provisions of an act of congress, entitled "An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands and to grant pre-emption rights," approved the fourth day of September, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-one; and also the five per centum of the net proceeds of the public lands to which the 
state shall become entitled on her admission into the union (if congress shall consent to such 
appropriation of the two grants last mentioned) shall be set apart as a separate fund to be called "the 
school fund," the interest of which and all other revenues derived from the school lands shall be 
exclusively applied to the following objects, to wit: 

I. To the support and maintenance of common schools, in each school district, and the purchase of 
suitable libraries and apparatus therefor. 

2. The residue shall be appropriated to the support and maintenance of academics and normal 
schools, and suitable libraries and apparatus therefor. 

District schools; tuition; sectarian instruction; released time. SECTION 3. [As a111e11deil April 
197 2] The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment of district schools, which shall be as 
nearly uniform as practicable; and such schools shall be free and without charge for tuition to all 
children between the ages of 4 and 20 years; and no sectarian instruction shall be allowed therein; but 
the legislature by law may, for the purpose of religious instruction outside the district schools, authorize 
the release of students during regular school hours. [1969AJR-41;1971 AJR-17] 

Annual school tax. SECTION 4. Each town and city shall be required to raise by tax, annually, for 
the support of common schools therein, a sum not less than one-half the amount received by such town or 
city respectively for school purposes from the income of the school fund. 

Income of school fund. SECTION 5. Provision shall be made by law for the distribution of the 
income of the school fund among the several towns and cities of the state for the support of common 
schools therein, in some just proportion to the number of children and youth resident therein between the 
ages of four and twenty years, and no appropriation shall be made from the school fund to any city or 
town for the year in which said city or town shall fail to raise such tax; nor to any school district for the 
year in which a school shall not be maintained at least three months. 

State university; support. SECTION 6. Provision shall be made by law for the establishment of a 
state university at or near the seat of state government, and for connecting with the same, from time to 
time, such colleges in different parts of the state as the interests of education may require. The proceeds 
of all lands that have been or may hereafter be granted by the United States to the state for the support 
of a university shall be and remain a perpetual fund to be called "the university fund," the inlL'rcst of 
which shall be appropriated to lhe support of the stale university, and no sectarian instruction sh:dl be 
allowed in such university. 

• 
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Commissioners of public lands. SECTION 7. The secretary of state, treasurer and attorney general, 
shall constitute a board of commissioners for the sale of the school and university lands and for the 
investment of the funds arising therefrom. Any two of said commissioners shall be a quorum for the 
transaction of all business pertaining to the duties of their office. 

Sale of public lands. SECTION 8. Provision shall be made by law for the sale of all school and 
university lands after they shall have been appraised; and when any portion of such lands shall be sold 
and the purchase money shall not be paid at the time of the sale, the commissioners shall take security by 
mortgage upon the lands sold for the sum rema.ining unpaid, with seven per cent interest thereon, 
payable annually at the office of the treasurer. The commissioners shall be authorized to execute a good 
and sufficient conveyance to all purchasers of such lands, and to discharge any mortgages taken as 
security, when the sum due thereon shall have been paid. The commissioners shall have power to 
withhold from sale any portion of such lands when they shall deem it expedient, and shall invest all 
moneys arising from the sale of such lands, as well as all other university and school funds, in such 
manner as the legislature shall provide, and shall give such security for the faithful performance of their 
duties as may be required by law. 

ARTICLE XI. 

CORPORATIONS 

Corporations; how formed. SECTION I. Corporations without banking powers or privileges may be 
formed under general laws, but shall not be created by special act , except for municipal purposes, and in 
cases where, in the judgment of the legislature, the objects of the corporation cannot be attained under 
general laws. All general laws or special acts enacted under the provisions of this section may be altered 
or repealed by the legislature at any time after their passage. 

Property taken by municipality. SECTION 2. [As amended April 1961] No municipal corporation 
shall take private property for public use, against the consent of the owner, without the necessity thereof 
being first established in the manner prescribed by the legislature. [1959 AJR-22; 1961 SJR-8] 

Municipal home rule; debt limit; tax to pay debt. SECTION 3. [As amended April I 966] 
Cities and villages organized pursuant to state law are hereby empowered, to determine their local 
affairs and government, subject only to this constitution and to such enactments of ,the legislature of 
state-wide concern as shall with uniformity affect every city or every vi!lage. The method of such 
determination shall be prescribed by the legislature. No county, city, town, village, school district or 
other municipal corporation may become indebted in an amount that exceeds an allowable percentage of 
the taxable property located therein equalized for state purposes as provided by the legislature. In all 
cases the allowable percentage shall be five per centum except as follows: (a) For any city authorized to 
issue bonds for school purposes, an additional ten per centum shall be permitted for school purposes 
only, and in such cases the territory attached to the city for school purposes shall be included in the total 
taxable property supporting the bonds issued for school purposes. (b) For any school district which 
offers no less than grades one to twelve and which at the time of incurring such debt is eligible for the 
highest level of school aids, ten per centum shall be permitted. Any county, city, town, village, school 
district, or other municipal corporation incurring any indebtedness as aforesaid, shall before or at the 
time of doing so, provide for the collection of a direct annual tax sufficient to pay the interest on such 
debt as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal thereof within twenty years from the timt: 
of contracting the same; except that when such indebtedness is incurred in the acquisition of lands by 
cities, or by counties having a population of one hundred fifty thousand or over, for public, municipal 
purposes, or for the permanent improvement thereof, the city or county incurring the same shall, before 
or at the time of so doing, provide for the collection of a direct annual tax sufficient to pay the interest on 
such debt as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal thereof within a period not 
exceeding fifty years from the time of contracting the same. An indebtedness created for the purpose of 
purchasing, acquiring, leasing, constructing, extending, adding to, improving, conducting, controlling, 
operating or managing a public utility of a town, village, city or special district, and secured solely by the 
property or income of such public utility, and whereby no municipal liability is created, shall not be 
considered an indebtedness of such town, village, city or special district, and shall not be included in 
arriving at such debt limitation. [1963 SJR-59; 1965 AJR-10] 

Acquisition of lands by state and subdivisions; sale of excess. SECTION 3a. [As amended .·lpril 3. 
I 956] The state or any of its counties, cities, towns or villages may acquire by gift, dedication, purchase, 
or condemnation lands for establishing, laying out, widening, enlarging, extending, and maintaining 
memorial grounds, streets, highways, squares, parkways, boukvards, parks, playgrounds, sites for 
puulic buildings, and reservations in and about and along and leading to any or all of l he same; and after 
the establishment, layout, and completion of such improvements, may convey any such real estate thus 
ac•1uircd and not necessary for such improvements, with reservations concerning the future us1.: and 
occupation of such real estate, so as to protect such public works and i111prov1.:m1.:nts, and their 1.:nvirons. 



'.1';: .con1p 18- 1\pr - 19 0e: l6 l<GS' (J,i) SY:C::ilr'LFSlSU'LAWU :J !(l,lJ FILL : e1: 1.J\C)\\1U.10/(l.,JJ .)l: (J: l :i 

LRB-79-WBS WISCO NSIN CONSTITUTI ON, as amended April 1979 - 15 -

and to preserve the view, appearance, light, air, and usefulness of such public works. If thi: governing 
body of a county, city, town or village elects to accept a gift or dedication of land made on condition that 
the land be devoted to a special purpose and the condition subsequently becomes impossible or 
impractible, such governing body may by resolution or ordinance enacted by a two-thirds vote of its 
members elect either to grant the land back to the donor or dedicator or his heirs or accept from the 
donor or dedicator or his heirs a grant relieving the county, city, town or village of the condition; 
however, if the donor or dedicator or his heirs are unknown or cannot be found, such resolution or 
ordinance may provide for the commencement of proceedings in the manner and in the courts as the 
legislature shall designate for the purpose of relicvihg the county, city, town or village from the condition 
of the gift or dedication. [1953 SJR-29; 1955 SJR-9] 

SECTION 4. [Repealed. 1899 AJR-16; 1901SJR-25;1901 c. 73; vote November 1902] 
SECTION 5. [Repealed. 1899 AJR-16; 1901SJR-25;1901 c. 73; vote November 1902] 

General banking law. SECTION 4. [Created November 1902. This section was proposed and 
adopted as a substitute for sections 4 and 5 of this article, above] The legisl ature shall have power to 
enact a general banking Jaw for the creation of banks, and for the regulation and supervision of the 
banking business, provided that the vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, to be 
taken by yeas and nays, be in favor of the passage of such Jaw. [I 899 AJR-16; 1901 SJ R-25; 1901 c. 7 3] 

ARTICLE XII. 

AMENDMENTS 

Constitutional amendments. SECTION I. Any amendment or amendments to this constitution may 
be proposed in either house of the legislature, and if the same shall be ag reed to by a majority of the 
members elected to each of the two houses, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be entered 
on their journals, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred to the legislature to be chosen at the 
next general election, and shall be published for three months previous to the time of holding such 
election; and if, in the legislature so next chosen, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be 
agreed to by a majority of all the members elected to each house, then it shall be the duty of the 
legislature to submit such proposed amendment or amendments to the people in such manner and at 
such time as the legislature shall prescribe; and if the people shall approve and ratify such amendment or 
amendments by a majority of the electors voting thereon, such amendment or amendments shal l become 
part of the constitution; provided that if more than one amendment be submitted, they shall be 
submitted in such manner that the people may vote for or against such amendment separately. 

Constitutional conventions. SECTION 2. If at any time a majority of the senate and assembly shall 
deem it necessary to call a convention to revise or change this constitution , they shall recommend to the 
electors to vote for or aga inst a convention at the next election for members of the legislal\Jre. And if it 
shall appear that a majority of the electors voting thereon have voted for a convention, the legislature 
shall, at its next session, provide for calling such convention. 

ARTI CLE XIII. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Political year; elections. SECTION I. [As amended November 1882] The political year for the 
state of Wisconsin shall commence on the first Monday in January in each yea r, and the general election 
shall be holden on the Tuesday next succeeding the hrst Monday in November. The first general 
election for all state and county officers, except judicial officers, after the adoption of this amendment, 
shall be holden in the year A.D. 1884, and therea fter the general election shall be held biennially. All 
state, county or other officers elected at the general election in the year 1881, and whose term of office 
would otherwise expire on the first Monday of January in the year 1884, shall hold and continue in such 
offices respectively until the first Monday in January in the year 1885. [188 1 A JR-16;1881 SJR-20; 
1882 c. 290] 

SECTION 2. [Repealed. 1973 SJR-6; 1975 SJR-4; vote April 1975] 

Eligibility to office. SECTION 3. No member of congress, nor any person holding any office of 
profit or trust under the United States (pos tmas ters excepted) or under any fo re ign power; no pi:rson 
convicted of any in fa mous crime in any court within thi: United Slates; and no person bi:ing a defaulti:r 
to the United States or to this state, or to any county or town therein, or to any state or tnritory within 
the United States, shall be eligible to any office of trust, profit or honor in this state. 

Great seal. SECTION 4. lt shall be the duty of the legislature to provide a gri:at seal for the state, 
which shall be kept by the sccrt:tary of slate, and all official acts of the governor, his approbation of the 
laws exci:ptcd, shall be thereby authenticated. 
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Residents on Indian lands, where to vote. Sr:CTION 5. All persons residing upon Indian lands, 
within any county of the state, and qualified to exercise the right of suffrage under the constitution, shall 
be entitled to vote at the polls which may be held nearest their residence, for state, United States or 
county officers. Provided, that no person shall vote for county officers out of the county in which he 
resides. 

Legislative officers. SECTION 6. The elective officers of the legislature, other than the presiding 
officers, shall be a chief clerk and a sergeant at arms, to be elected by each house. 

Dirision of counties. SECTION 7. No county \yith an area of nine hundred square miles or less shall 
be divided or have any part stricken therefrom, without submitting the question to a vote of the people of 
the county, nor unless a majority of all the legal voters of the county voting on the question shall vote for 
the same. 

Removal of county seats. SECTION 8. No county sea t shall be removed until the point to which it is 
proposed to be removed shall be fixed by law, and a majority of the voters of the county voting on the 
question shall have voted in favor of its removal to such point. 

Election or appointment of statutory officers. SECTION 9. All county officers whose election or 
appointment is not provided for by this constitution shall be elected by the electors of the respective 
counties, or appointed by the boards of supervisors, or other county authorities, as the legislature shall 
direct. All city, town and village officers whose elect ion or appointment is not provided for by this 
constitution shall be elected by the electors of such cities, towns and vi llages, or of some division thereof, 
or appointed by such a uthorities thereof as the legislature sha ll designate for that purpose.' All other 
officers whose election or appointment is not provided for by this constitution , and all officers whose 
offices may hereafter be created by law, shall be elected by the people or appoin ted , as the legislature 
may direct. 

Vacancies in office. SECTION I 0. [As amended April 1979] (I) The legisla ture may declare the 
cases in which any office shall be deemed vacant, and also the manner of filling the vacancy, where no 
provision is made for that purpose in this constitution. 

(2) Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of lieuten ant governor, the governor sha ll nominate a 
successor to serve for the balance of the unexpired term, who shall take office after confirmation by the 
senate and by the assembly. [1977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1] 

Passes, franks and privileges. SECTION 11. [A s amended November 19 36] No person, association, 
copartnership, or corporation, shall promise, offer or give, for any purpose, to any political committee, or 
any member or employe thereof, to any candidate for, or incumbent of any office or position under the 
constitution or laws, or under any ordinance ofany town or municipality, of this stale, or to any person at 
the request or for the advantage of all or any of them, any free pass or frank, or any privilege withheld 
from any person, for the traveling accommodation or transportation of any person or pro.Perty, or the 
transmission of any message or communication. 

No political committee, and no member or employe thereof, no candidate for and no incumbent of 
any office or position under the constitution or laws, or under any ordinance of any town or municipality 
of this state, shall ask for, or accept, from any person, associa tion , copartnership, or corporation, or use , 
in any manner, or for any purpose, any free pass or frank, or any privilege withheld from any person , for 
the traveling accommodation or transportation of any person or property, or the transm ission of an y 
message or communication. 

Any violation of any of the above provisions sha ll be bribery and punished as provided by law, and if 
any officer or any member of the legislature be guilty thereof, his office shall become vacant. 

No person within the purview of this act shall be privileged from testifying in relation to anything 
therein prohibited; and no person having so testified shall be liable to any prosecution or punishment for 
any offense concerning which he was required to give his testimony or produce any documentary 
evidence, 

Notaries public and regular employes of a railroad or other public utilities who arc candidates for 
or hold public offices for which the annual compensation is not more than three hundn:d dollars tu whom 
no passes or privileges are extended beyond those which are extended to other regular cmployes of such 
corporations are excepted from the provisions of this section. [ 19 33 AJ R-50; 19 35 AJ R-67} 

Recall of elective officers. SECTION 12. [Created November 1926] The qualified electors of the 
state or of any county o r of any congressional, judicial or leg islative district may petition for the recall of 
any elective officer a fter the first year of the term for which he was elected, by filing a pdition with the 
officer with whom the petition for nomination to such office in the primary ch:ction is filed, demanding 
the recall of such officer. Such petition shall be sig ned by electors equal in number to at least twenty­
five per cent of the vote cast for the office of governor at the last preceding cb.:tion, in the state, county 
or district from which such officer is lo be recalled. The officer with whom such petition is filed skill call 
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a special election to be held not less than forty nor more than forty-five days from the filing or such 
petition. The officer against whom such petition has been filed shall continue to perform the duties of 
his office until the result of such special election shall have been officially declared. Other candfdates 
for such office may be nominated in the manner as is provided by law in primary elections. The 
candidate who shall receive the highest number of votes shall be deemed elected for the remainder of the 
term. The name of the candidate against whom the recall petition is filed shall go on the ticket unless he 
resigns within ten days after the filing of the petition. After one such petition and special election, no 
further recall petition shall be filed against the same officer during the term for which he was elected. 
This article shall be self-executing and all of its pr0visions shall be treated as mandatory. Laws may be 
enacted to facilitate its operation, but no law shall be enacted to hamper, restrict or impair the right of 
re.call. [1923 SJR-39; 1925 SJR-12; 1925 c. 270] 

ARTICLE XIV. 

SCHEDULE 

Effect of change from territory to state. SECTION I. That no inconvenience may arise by reason of 
a change from a territorial to a permanent state government, it is declared that all rights, actions, 
prosecutions, judgments, claims and contracts, as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, shall 
continue as if no such change had taken place; and all process which may be issued under the authority 
of the territory of Wisconsin previous to its admission into the union of the United States shall be as valid 
as if issued in the name of the state. 

Territorial laws continued. SECTION 2. All Jaws now in force in the territory of Wisconsin which 
are not repugnant to this constitution shall remain in force until they expire by their own limitation or be 
altered or repealed by the legislature. 

Territorial fines accrue to state. SECTION 3. All fines, penalties, or forfeitures accruing to the 
territory of Wisconsin shall enure to the use of the state. 

Rights of action and prosecution saved. SECTION 4. All recognizances heretofore taken, or which 
may be taken before the change from territorial to a permanent state government, shall remain valid, 
and shall pass to and may be prosecuted in the name of the state; and all bonds executed to the governor 
of the territory, or to any other officer or court in his or their official capacity, shall pass to the governor 
or state authority and their successors in office, for the uses therein respectively expressed, and may be 
sued for and recovered accordingly; and all the estate, or property, real, personal or mixed, and all 
judgments, bonds, specialties, choses in action and claims or debts of whatsoever description of the 
territory of Wisconsin, shall enure to and vest in the state of Wisconsin, and may be sued for and 
recovered in the same manner and to the same extent by the state of Wisconsin as the same could have 
been by the territory of Wisconsin. All criminal prosecutions and penal actions which may have arisen, 
or which may arise before the change from a territorial to a state government, and which-shall then be 
pending, shall be prosecuted to judgment and execution in the name of the state. All offenses committed 
against the laws of the territory of Wisconsin before the change from a territorial to a state government, 
and which shall not be prosecuted before such change, may be prosecuted in the name and by the 
authority of the state of Wisconsin with like effect as though such change had not taken place; and all 
penalties incurred shall remai.n the same as if this constitution had not been adopted. All actions at law 
and suits in equity which may be pending in any of the courts of the territory of Wisconsin at the time of 
the change from a territorial to a state government may be continued and transferred to any court of the 
state which shall have jurisdiction of the subject matter thereof. 

Existing officers hold over. SECTION 5. All officers, civil and military, now holding their offices 
under the authority of the United States or of the territory of Wisconsin shall continue to hold and 
exercise their respective offices until they shall be superseded by the authority of the state. 

Seat of government. SECTION 6. The first session of the legislature of the state of Wisconsin shall 
commence on the first Monday in June next, and shall be held at the village of Madison, which shall be 
and remain the seat of government until otherwise provided by law. 

Local officers hold over. SECTION 7. All county, precinct, and township officers shall continue to 
hold their respective offices, unless removed by the competent authority, until the legislature shall, in 
conformity with the provisions of this constitution, provide for the holding of elections to fill such offict..:s 
respectively. 

Copy of constitution for president. SECTION 8. The prt..:sident of this convention shall, immediately 
after its adjournment, cause a fair copy or this constitution, together with a copy of the act of the 
legislature of this territory, entitled "An act in relation to the formation of a state govcrnmt..:nt in 
Wisconsin, and to change the time of holding tlK annual session of the legislature," approved October 
27, I 847, providing for the calling of this convention, and ~tlso a copy of so much of the last census of this 
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territory as exhibits the number of its inhabitants, to be forwarded to the president of the United States 
to be laid before the congress of the United States at its present session. 

Ratification of constitution; election of officers. SECTION 9. This constitution shall be submitted 
at an election to be held on the second Monday in March next, for ratification or rejection, to all white 
male persons of the age of twenty-one years or upwards, who shall then be residents of this territory and 
citizens of the United States, or shall have declared their intention to become such in conformity with 
the laws of congress on the subject of naturalization; and all persons having such qualifications shall be 
entitled to vote for or against the adoption of this c;onstitution, and for all officers first elected under it. 
And if the constitution be ratified by the said elec tors it shall become the constitution of the state of 
Wisconsin. On such of the ballots as are for the constitution shall be written or printed the word "yes," 
and on such as are against the constitution the word "no." The election shall be conducted in the manner 
now prescribed by law, and the returns made by the clerks of the boards of supervisors or county 
commissioners (as the case may be) to the governor of the territory at any time before the tenth day of 
April next. And in the event of the ratification of this constitution by a majority of all the votes given, it 
shall be the duty of the governor of this territory to make proclamation of the same, and to transmit a 
digest of the returns to the senate and assembly of the state on the first day of their session. An election 
shall be held for governor, lieutenant governor, treasurer, attorney-general, members of the state 
legislature, and members of congress, on the second Monday of May next; and no other for further 
notice of such election shall be required. 

Congressional apportionment. SECTION I 0. Two members of congress shall al so be elected on the 
second Monday of May next; and until otherwise provided by law, the counties of Milwaukee, 
Waukesha, Jefferson, Racine, Walworth, Rock and Green, shall constitute the first congressional 
district, and elect one member; and the counties of Washington, Sheboygan, Manitowoc, Calument, 
Brown, Winnebago, Fond du Lac, Marquette, Sauk, Portage, Columbia, Dodge, Dane, Iowa, 
LaFayette, Grant, Richland, Crawford, Chippewa, St. Croix and La Pointe, shall constitute the second 
congressional district, and shall elect one member. 

First elections. SECTION I 1. The several elections provided for in this article sha ll be conducted 
according to the existing-laws of the territory; provided, that no elector shall be entitl ed to vote except in 
the town, ward or precinct where he resides. The returns of election for senators . and members of 
assembly shall be transmitted to the clerk of the board of supervisors or county commissioners, as the 
case may be; and the votes shall be canvassed a nd certificates of election issued as now provided by law. 
In the first senatorial district the returns of the election for senator shall be made to the proper officer in 
the county of Brown; in the second senatorial district to the proper officer in the county of Columbia; in 
the third senatorial district to the proper officer in the county of Crawford; in the fourth senatorial 
district to the proper officer in the county of Fond du Lac; and in the fifth senatorial district to the 
proper officer in the county of Iowa. The returns of election for state officers and members or congress 
shall be certified and transmitted to the speaker of the assembly, at the scat of government, in the same 
manner as the vote for delegate to congress are required to be certified and returned by the laws of the 
territory of Wisconsin, to the secretary of said territory, and in such time that they may be received on 
the first Monday in June next; and as soon as the legislature shall be organized the speaker of the 
assembly and the president of the senate shall , in the presence of both houses , examine the returns and 
declare who are duly elected to fill the several offices hereinbefore mentioned, a nd give to each of the 
persons elected a certificate of his election. 

Legislative apportionment. SECTION 12. Until there shall be a new apportionment, the s1.:nators 
and members of the assembly shall be apportioned among the several districts, as hereinafter mentioned, 
and each district shall be entitled to elect one senator or member of the assembly, as the case may be. 
[Enumeration of districts omitted as obsolete: see R.S. 1849 pp. 40-43; R.S 1858 pp. 49-53] 

Common law continued in force. SECTION 13. Such parts of the common law as arc now in force in 
the territory of Wisconsin, not inconsistent with this constitution, shall be and continue part of the law of 
this state until altered or suspended by the legislature. 

Officers, when to enter on duties. SECTION 14. The senators first elected in the even-numbered 
senate dist ricts, the governor, lieutenant governor and other state officers first ekcted under this 
constitution, shall enter upon the duties of their respective offices on the first Mon<lay of June next, and 
shall continue in office for one year from the first Monday of January n1.:xl; the senators first elected in 
the odd-numbered senate districts, and the members of the assembly first elec ted, shall enter upon their 
duties respectively on the first Monday of Jun1.: n1.:xt, and shall continue in office until the first !'vlonday 
in January next. 

Oath of office. SECTION 15. The oath of office may be administered by any judge or justice oft he 
peace until the kgislaturc sha ll otherwise dire1.: t. 
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Implementing revised structure of judicial branch. SECTION 16. [ Crea1ed April 1977] (I) The 
1975/ 1977 amendment rd a ting to a revised structure of the judicial branch shall take effect on August 
I of the year following the year of ratification by the voters. 

(2) All county courts and the branches thereof in existence on the effective date of this amendment 
shall, as trial courts of general unif onn state\vide jurisdiction, continue after such eff cctive date \vith the 
san1c jurisdiction, po\vers and duties conferred by la\v upon such courts and the branches and judges 
thereof until the legislature by law alters or abolishes such county courts and their jurisdiction, powers 
and duties. 

(3) Subject to the jurisdiction established in section 14 of article VII, municipal courts and 
municipal court judges shall continue after the effective date of this amendment with the same 
jurisdiction, pO\\'ers and duties·as conferred upon such courts and judges as of the effective date until the 
legislature acts under sections 2 and 14 of article VI l to alter or abolish such municipal courts and their 
jurisdiction, po\vers and duties. 

( 4) The terms of office of justices' of the supreme court serving on the effective date shall expire on 
the July 31 next preceding the first Monday in January on which such terms would otherwise have 
expired, bu(-such advancement of the date of tern1 expiration shall not impair any rctiren1cnt rights 
vested in an)t such justice if the tern1 had expired on the first Monday in January. 

(5) Prior to the effective date of this amendment the legislature shall by law establish one or more 
appeals court districts, provide for the election of appeals judges in such districts, and determine the 
jurisdiction of the court of appeals under section 21 of article I and section 5 of article VII as affected by 
this amendment, so that the court of.appeals shall become operative on the effective date. [1975 AJR-
11; 1977 SJR-9] 

Note: for allachcd resolutions and signatures sec end of Constitution as printed in thl: l?.<•1·iscd 
Stalutes of 1849 and I 353. 


