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Extracted by the Leglslative Reference Llbrary, December 1957

The general requirements in each state for gaining, retaining,
and losing residence for assistance are presented in tabular form.
Table I applies to programs of general assistance. Table II applies
to the categorical programs in which the Federal Government partici-

pates.

In using this information the reader 1s cautloned to keep in mind
the many complexities of residence requirements in the various states.
Such requirements may be clearly set forth in law or developed by
departmental regulation. In some states a definite period of residence
is required to be eligible for assistance, while in others there is no
such requlrement. Many state laws contain specific conditlons of resi-
dence 1n addition to physical presence which must be met in order to be
eligible for asslstance. Some of these requirements are: that the
person must have lived In a particular locallty within the state for a
prescribed perlod of time; that he intends to remain; that he must not
have received publlc assistance during the period of residence; or
that he must have been self-supporting. '

7 3'The_residence.requirement is sometimes a device for fixing finan-
clal responslblllity upon a particular governmental unit rather than a
requirement for the receipt of assilstance.

Laws governing the loss of resldence for assistance purposes are
equally complicated, Many of them include the phrase "voluntarily and
continuously absent” which frequently requires judicial interpretation,

~The information was obtained from the states and it reflects their
current policles. These tables are presented for the purpose of glving
a general idea of the residence requirements but, due to their brevity,
they may not be complete in some instances. No case decisions should
be made without first corresponding with the aythorities in the state
in question in order to determine what pertinent interpretations have

been made. ~

TABLE I. RESIDENCE REQUIREMENTS FOR GENERAL ASSISTANCE
- (AS OF JANUARY 1, 1956)

TIME DURATION
REQUIRED OF ABSENCE
TO GAIN TO LOSE S
STATE RESIDENCE | RESIDENCE COMMENTS
(1) (2) (3} (%)

Alabama 0 months 6 months {1) No general assisfance program
as such, Limited temporary aide-
emergency asslistance-requires six
months' residence; eligibility for
temporary aid lost by six months!
absence, Aid may be given for thir-
ty days to sick and disabled per-
sons regardless of residence.

Alaska 1 year 1 year {1) 2 years' residence required
for continulng care in a mental

hospital,
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TIVME DURATLON
REQUIRED OF ABSENCE
e TO GAIN TO LOSE
STATE RESIDENCE | RESIDENCE COMMENTS
(1) {2]) {3) (4)

Arizona 5 years out{Up to 5 (1) 1 year's county residence suf-
of the last| years or ficient for medical and general
nine years,| time re- hospltal care.
the lagt quired to |(2) Requirement for mental hospi-
year con= galn resi- |[tal care usually 1 year, estab-
tinuous. dence in lished through reciprocal agree-

other state,] ment with other States,
whilchever 1is
less.

irkansas  [(see col.l) [(see col. 4) (1) No provision in Arkansas law,

' Determination to accept responsi-
blility depends on intentions,
wishes, and needs of person in-
volved.,

California | 3 years 1 year (1) Under the health laws, no set-

- Tlement 1s required for communi-
cable disease, Under the "Indigent
Law" 3 years are required for med-
lcal and general hospltal care.
However, "every county may give
such emergency relief to dependent
nonresidents as the respective
&boards of supervisors deem neces-
sary."

(2) For mental hospital care, only
1 year's residence 1is required, al-
though reciprocal agreements with
five states are based on a require«~
ment of two years' residence.

Jolorado 3 years 1 year (1) BEmergency assistance may be
granted to non-residents if county
department so desires,

‘onnecticut| 4 years 4 years Ald 1s given by towns; state reim-
burses towns for a portion of all
funds expended for general assiste
ance.,

‘elaware 1 year (see col. 4) |(1) Loss of settlement 1s not de-
Fined by law.

Mistrict of

Columbia 1l year 1 year

‘lorida (See col, 4}1 year (1) No provision in Florida law,but

- 2

the "l-year" provision is usually
applied for both gain and loss of
settlement. Dade County requires
two(2) years to gain residence.
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L TIME DURATTION o

STATE

REQUIRED
TO GAIN
RESIDENCE

OF ABSENCE
TC LOSE
RESIDENCE

COMMENTS

{1)

(2)

()

ieorgla

lawail

daho

Tllinois

1 year

(seé col. 4)

1l year

1 year

(8ee col, &)

(see col. 4)

1l year

1 year

(1) No provision In Georgla law,
but the "l-year" provision is usu-
ally applied for gain of settle-
ment. Each county sets its own
resldence requlrements.

(1) No legal provision. Need may
be met without regard to residence
(2) For return of needy persons,
Territorial Law provides that the
residence laws of the state re-
questing authorization to return
be applied to determine residence
in Hawall.

(1) Reciprocal agreements with the
states of Washington and Oregon
filx 2 years as the required period
of residence for care in a mental
hosgpital; other states one year.

(1) 1 year's residence 1s required
to be eligible for general assist-
ahce, The program of Assistance to
the Medically Indigent (limited to
medlcal and burial expenses for
persons not otherwise eligible for
public assistance) has no residence
requirement. (Asslstance to the
Medically Indigent is administered
by General Assistance agencies,
except for residents of Chicago
and Cicero, where administration ig
by the Cook County Department of
Welfare.)

(2) Retention of Illinoils Resi-
dence 1s required in order to re-
main eligible for all types of
assigtance, Temporary absence from
the state, without intent to aban-
don resildence, does not affect
eligibility for assistance. The
Commlgsion by administrative rule
deems absence from the state for a
continuous period of 12 months or
longer prima facie evidence of a
person's intent to relinguish his
residence unless he 1s able to
submit proof to the contrary.

-3 -
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T 'IME DURATION.
o REQUIRED OF ABSENCE
: TO GAIN TO LOSE
STATE RESIDENCE |[RESIDENCE COMMENTS
(1) 2) 3 €Y
Indiana 3 years In |1 year
state in-
cluding 1
year 1in one
township ex-
cept addi-
tional year
in township
is needed
1f received
governmental
support dur-
ing first
year in
township.
Iowa 2 years 1 year (1) with respect to general agw
- sistance, after residence is ac-
quired it continues until a new
residence 1s acquired outside the
state, or until the person has re-
mained outslde the state for a
continuous period of 12 months;
but such absence from the state
wlthout intention on the part of
the person to change his regidence
does not always constitute loss of
residence or settlement.

Kansas 5 years out |1 year (1) 1 year's residence required

of thelast for continuing care in a state

9 years, the hospital,

last year (2) Veterans not dishonorably dis-

continuous. charged, thelr wives, widows and
children under 14, and certain
other needy children ellgible with
one year's resildence.

Kentucky (see col. 4) l(see col. 4)[1) mo legal provision., Determina-

' Fion made by local county Jjudge.
(2) 1 year's residence requlred
for contlnuing care in a mental
hospital,

Louislana 3 years 1l year or (1) Legal provisions for persons
less de- petween 60 and 65; no legal pro-
pending on wision for persons under 60, but
clrcum- state agencles have established
stances, rules with regard to eligibility

for general agsistance and medical
bnd hospital care.




LRL-B-559

3 TIME DORATION . - 0 e
REQUIRED OF ABSENCE

STATE,

TO GAIN
RESIDENCE

TO LOSE
RESIDENCE

COMMENT'S

(1)

{2)

(3)

)

Malne

Maryland

5 years

1 year

MaSSachusetts 5 years

Michigan

Minnesotbta

Mlsslssippl

Missouri

Montana

1 year in
a county

2 years

6 months

1 year

1l year

5 years

1 year

5 years

1 year

1 year

6 months

(see col. 4)

(see col, &)

-5

{1} 1 yearTs residence required
for hospital aid.

(2) Speclal provision is made for
granting assistance to needy per-
sons who lac¢k settlement.

(1) For "any able-bodied person
who 18 able to work," except "reg-
istered voters of the State and
Veterans of World Wars I and II,"
two years' residence is required.
(2) Otherwise no legal provision,
but one year's residence for gen-
eral assglstance 1s established by
rule, and one year's residence is
required for care in a mental hos-
pital.

(1)Residence requirements for care
in mental hospitals arrived at by
individual agreements with other
states.

(2) Provision is made for granting
agslstance to needy persons,

(1) Special provision 1s made for
granting assistance to needy per-
gong who lack settlement.

(2) The one year's county resi-
dence must be without having re-
ceived public or private aid.

Time spent in a public institution
or on parole therefrom is not
counted 1n determining the one
year of residence.

(1) Where question of residence
arises political subdivision where
person found to be in need respon-
slble for assilstance until legal
resldence determined.

(1) "Intent" to abandon residence
1ls crilterion in loss of settlement.

to abandon residence

(1) "Intent"
in loss of settlement.

is criterion
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- REQUIRED

STATE

TO GAIN
RESIDENCE

OF ABSENCE
TO LOSE
RESIDENCE

COMMENTS

—TT

@)

(3)

(1)

Nebraska

Nevada |

New Hamp-
shire

New Jersey

New Mexlco

New York

North Caro-
lina

North Dakota
Ohlo

1 year

3 years

5 years

2 years

1 year

(see col. 4)

1l year

i year

1l year

(see col, U4)

(see col, U4)

5 years

1 year

1l year

(see col. 4)

(see col. 4)

1 year

(see col. 4)

(1) 1 ycar or establishment of a
new legal settlement.

(1) 1 year's residence required
for care h a mental hospltal.
Time during which the individual
18 confined i1a a public institu-
tion or receiving public assls-
tance cannot be counted toward
establishment of legal residence.

(1) 2 years' residence required
for care in a mental hospital,
(2) Special provision is made
for granting assistance to needy
persons who lack the five years!
settlement.

(1) No legal provision, but an
administrative ruling requiring
12 months!' continuous residence
for General Assistance, 12 months!
continuous absence from state to
lose resldence. One year's resi-
dence required for care in State
Tuberculosls Sanatorla, Homes for
Aged and State Hospital,

(1) To be eliglble a person must
reside in or be found 1n, the
state at the time of application.
Regldence 1s ordinarily lost by
absence from the state for one
year or nmore. '

(1) Settlement 1s not lost until
galned elsewhere. i
(2) 1 year's residence required |
for care in a tuberculosis sana-
torium.

(1) 1 year's residence without
relief under laws governing re-
lief to the poor.

(2) For state hospital care, re-
¢clprocal agreements with several
states govern. State not respon-
sible for care or treatment of
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STATE

REQUIRED
TO GAIN
RESIDENCE

LN DURATION

OF ABSENCE
TO LOSE
RESIDENCE

————

COMMENTS

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Ohio (cont.)

Qklahomsa

Oregon

Pemnsylvanial l

Puerto Rico

Rhode Island

1 year

3 years

vear
(see col. 4)

(see col. 4)

1l year

{see col. 4)

1 year

(see col. &4)

(see col. 4)

1 year

any person whoge condition re-
dguiring care existed prior to
the person's becoming a legal
resident.

(3) Legal settlement is lost by
continued absence from the state
for a period of one year or by
acquiring legal settlement in
another state.

(1} "Intent" to reside in Okla-
homa 1s the criterion governing
care in a mental hospital.

(2) "Intent" to abandon residence
ls the criterion for loss of
settlement.

(1) 2 years' residence required
for care in mental hospitals.

(2) Special provigion is made

for granting assistance to needy
persons who lack settlement.
Authorization to return to state
of settlement considered a re-~ '
source in determining eligibility,

(1) Assistance is granted to an
eligible applicant who has not 1
year's residence if he comes
from a state with which Pennsyl-~
vanla has an agreement to grant
asgistance without regard to du-
ration of residence,

(2) Residence ig lost by absence
with Intent to abandon residence.

(1) No legal provision. Need may
be met without regard to resi-
dence.

(1) Initial general assistance
may be granted to an individual
who has not resided in the state
for one year. Continuing general
asslstance may be granted to an
individual who has not resided in
the state for more than 1 year if
evidence can be produced indlcat-
ing that the applicant may be-
come independent of such assist-

ance withiln a reasonable time.
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STATE

TIVE
REQUIRED
TO GAIN
RESIDENCE

e
——_L

b s

WW

OF ABSENCE
TO LOSE
RESIDENCE

COMMENTS

(1)

(2)

(3}

(&)

South Caro-
lina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

“Utah

Vermont

3 years

1l year

(see col, 4

1l vear

1 year

3 years

]

/

(see col, 4)

1 year

(see col. 4)

(see col. 4)

(see col. 4)

3 years

-8 -

(1) No legal provisions for loss
of settlement.

(2) State of Citizenship means
the last state in which a person
reslded for one or more consecu-
tive years, exclusive of time
gpent In public or private hos-
pltals and penal institutions or
on parole or unauthorized absence
therefrom and of time spent in
gervice 1in any of the armed for-
ces of the United States. The
residence of a person shall be
determined by the actual physical
presence, not by the expressed
intent of such.person.

(1) No time 1imit, residence es-
tablished by combinations of in-
tent and overt act,

(1) General assistance is admin-
istered on local basis only. In
most counties the applicant is
requlred to have 1 year residence
in state and 6 months in the
county. This varies from county
to county. ‘

(2) "Intent" to abandon residence
ls the criterion for loss of
settlement,

(3) Six months residence required
for care 1n a mental hospital un-
legs dangerously insane when ad-
mission is requested.

(1) Unemployable general assist-
ance cases may have assistance
continued until residence is esg-
tablished 1n the state to which
they have moved,

(2) Assistance to employables dls-
continued immediately upon remowal
from state.

(1) Local municipallty reimburses
100% on non-settled cases by
state.
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F’"‘W e i et

West Virginig 1 year

Wliscongin

Wyoming

1l year
(Self-
sustain-

ing)

1l year

(see col. 4)

1 year

1 year

T ——— e T e o
TIME DURATION
_ REQUIRED OF ABSENCE
: TO GAIN TO LOSE
STATE RESIDENCE |RESIDENCE COMMENTS
1) L2) (3) (H)
Virgln (see col, T](sée col. B) (1) Appiicant must be residlng
Islands in the 1slands at the time of
application,

- Virginia (see col, 4)(see col. 4} (1) Settlement is acquired by
self-gustained residence for
twelve consecutive months in a _
county or a city. Persons who are
dependent when they enter the
state must reside therein for at
least three years including
twelve consecutive months of
self-maintenance in a county or
clty.

(2) Settlement is lost when ac-
quired elsewhere.
Washington |1 year 1 year (1) To be eligible, a GA appli-

cant must have lived in this
state contlnuously for one year
lmmediately prior to the date of
application, except for temporary
absences for such purposes as
visits, employment, illness,

ete. Provision 1s made for assist
ance to non-residents pending re-
turn to their state of resldence.

(1) Depends on intent to estab-
lish residence elsewhere,

(1) No legal residence require-
ment for care in a mental hos-
(2) Legal settlement is not a re-
Quirement for general asslstance
eligibllity, but it 1s required
for care in the State of Wiscon-
8in General Hospital.
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TABLE II., RESIDENCE REQJIREMENTS FOR OLD AGE ASSISTANCE, AID TO THE
BLIND, AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN, AND AID TO THE PERMANENTLY

AND TOTALLY DISABLED, (AS OF JANUARY 1, 1956)

e T i e e rm——————
—-W_"’M; T e e s, et

I

State OAA AB ADC AD
Alabama III....I.I“O. b b l b
AlaBKa vevevennnnsnens k kl d Ceereane
ArizZona v.ieeeevevecens a 3 a tesseaes
ArKansas +.veeecovecss b bl a b
Callifornia .veeese.... alb al ac Ceieraa
Colorado viveewensesn. k al a b
Connecticut ..,........ b d b b
Delaware .oieveeeeneen b bu a b
District of Columbia,. b a a b
Florl8a yvuvveveveseee. A ad a a
Georgia tiiseseeneenes b b d b
Hawall (.iieinvnvevanes d ad d d
B e 221 ¢ o T b3 b3 a3 b
T11iN018 vuvevnonnn... pl3 bl a b
INA1ana veuverwenren. a al a Cheeenn
Iowa toviiiennnnnncans a3 a3-1 a teeeaenn
KONSAS ©vvuvenennennes a9 a9 a a9
Kentucky ....vvvvunen. e e a setsaaas
LOVLS1ANa ,.oveenenenn. hl0 hl a h
Malhne ..ivevinneennness a a a a
Maryland ..veevess.o., 1 pr-1 al b
Massachusetts (.vvvee. h nl a b
Michlgan .......vuvu.. all al-11 a 1S
Minnesota +.ieveeevean. b pl al b
Migsissippl ...vevians b d da b
MisBOUrL ..vivevvennss a a a (o]
Montana ....eininenee, a a a b
NEDLaSKA viviveeseseon all bl a a
Nevada AL L B B BN N I a ,]. a LI
New Hampshire ........ al bl al a7
New JerSey veeewveeess bl bl a 144
New MeXlCO tavereeeeen b pl a b
NEew YOrK tovevenncsane f £ f f
North Ceroclina ....... b b a d
North Dakota ...evv... bll b a b
6] 5% K T a al a b
OKLahomMa 4ovuwessnsess a al a a
OregON teervesansnsees a a3 a b
Pennsylvania ......... b3-7 b3=T b3-=T p3-7
Puerto Rico ,......... d d d d
Rhode Island ......... £ f1 by f
South Carolina ....,.. b b a d
South Dakota .........  alb pll al pl2
TENNESS8Ee trveveeesn.. b b a b
TeXa8 et nirennnconees a a a cr e aen
Utah (. iviinenninenenn b b b b
Vermont ....ievnenen.. 1 J a b
Virgin Islands ....... T iy f by
Virginia ,.... fe e eae s b b a b
Washington e eeeenen a %l a b
West Vieginia ........ b7 7 a - b
Wisconsin .......... .o pll p7=1 al7 b
Wyoming ...vevivenen. b b a - b

See footnotes next pag ‘ -10~
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' Footnotes for Table II

a-Federal Maximum: OAA, AB, AD-5 of 9 years lmmedlately preceding ap-
plication and 1 continuous year immedlately preceding application;
ADC-1 year immediately preceding application or born within state
within 1 year immediately preceding application if the parent or
other relative with whom the child is living has resided in state
for 1 year immediately preceding child's birth, :

b-1 year immediately preceding application.

¢~5 years.
d-No residence requirement.

e-3 of 7 years immediately preceding application and 1 continuous
year lmmediately preceding application.

f-Presence of person in the state at time of application with intent
of making state his place of residence.

g-5 out of 10 years immediately preceding application without refer-
ence to the year preceding application.

h-3 of last 9 years with 1 year lmmediately preceding application.
1~3 of 10 years preceding application.

J-2 of 9 years preceding application, with last year continuous.

k-5 of 9 years immzdiately preceding application without reference to
the year preceding application. '

1-1 year immediately preceding application or born within State 1 year
immediately preceding application, or the parent or other relative
with whom the child is living has resided in State 1 year immediate-
1y preceding child's birth.

Not required 1f became blind while regldent of state.

Not required if child born in state,

Alternative sometimes provided,

1 year if became blind while a resident.

Blind chilld must meet same residence requirement as for ADC.

Continuoug residence last year not required.

Reciprocal agreements may be made with other states.

Not required if became disabled from accldents or causes occurring

while resident of state.

1 year immediately preceding application for honorably discharged

veterans, their wives or widows or in AB, theilr children under 14

years of age,

10 If moved into state and established residence af'ter May 1, 1948,
same as '"a",

11 If reciplent or eligible in another state, same requirements as that
state.

12 5 years if receiving AD from another state at time of application.

13 If moved to state within last 5 years must meet same residence
requirements as required in that state but not less than 1 year nor
more than federal maximum (See "a"),

14 Not required if at any time a resident durlng 25 consecutive years
and also resided in state one year lmmediately preceding application,

15 After declaration of intent to reside in state,

16 Cheangad to 1 year in 1957,

17 Changed to "a" in 1957,

Footnotes 15 to 17 indicate 1957 changes as reported by the

Wisconsin Department of Public Welfare,

SOURCE: The Publlec Welfare Directory, 1956, pp. 371-81. American
Public Wellabe RAsscelation,
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