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federal leglslation sets the date for the election of Congressmen
and presidentlal electors as the flrst Tuesday after the first
Mondey 1n Novemper.

Of the states which elect thelr Governors 1n even years all but
one use the same date for such elections.

The U7 states holdlng partisan primary elections for the nomina-
tion of federal, state or local officers set the dates for the
primary between the filrst Tuesday Iin Aprll and the second Wednes-
day after %the third Monday in September. In years divigible by
4} the first primary in thils country is held even earller, on the
second Tuesday In March.

Normally the dates of elections are set by law, but in a few
cases the dates of primaries are get by the parties.

The time of the primary 1s most often expressed in terms of a
speciflc day such as the firgt Tuesday 1n Jeptember rather than
in terms of a speciflc date. “ :

In a few states the primary is moved up in the years when presi-
dentlal electors are chosen to permit the election of nationral
convention delegates or the holding of the presldential preference
election and the nomination of party candidates on the same day.

Moving back the date of the primary to assure greater time between
the primary and the general electlion has an effect upon a whole
serlies of dates established by law and rule to permit the expedi-
tious handling of the electlon process.

In 1944 and 1946 specilal provision was made in Wisconsin for mova-
ing the primary election to the middle of August in order to
enable a larger proportlon of the absentee voters in the armed

forces to vote.

Section 82 of Chapter 455, Laws of 19581, created section 11.70 of
the Wisconsin Statutes which substantially slmplified the process
of voting for members of the armed forces and clvllians attached

thereto.

A federal report on voting by the armed forces made in 1952 recom~
mended that ballots be avallable at least 45 days before the
election date. In Wilsconsin today ballots are avallable about 21
days before the election, but were avallable 45 days in advance of
the election in 1944 and 1946.

In 1951 by Chapter 455 the date of the primary 1n Wisconsin was
moved ahead from the third to the second Tuesday 1in September.

It 18 generally felt that a September rather than an August
primary facilitates voting because of the larger proportion of
electors who are at theilr place of resldence after the summer va-

cation perilod.
The Wisconsin primary 1s one of the last held In the natlon.
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THE PROBLEM

The programs adopted by both major political parties of Wiscon~-
sin at thelr June 1952 conventlons favored revislon of the election
detes in this state. The Republican party program adopted at thelr
conventilon in Sheboygan on June 16, 1952 saild:

"The Republican party belleves that the election laws of the
state ¢f Wisconsin are the finest in the nation. The open -
nrimary is the keystone of the electlon of the state of Wise
consin and we will contlnue to give this system our full sup-
port. We recognize, however, that the filing dates contalned
in our present electlion laws unnecessarlly restrict the time
in whlch mewmbers of the armed forces may vote by absentee
ballot, and we pledge revision of these laws to afford maximum
opportunity to votin% t3 Wigconsin citizens who are serving

in the armed forces. (1l

The Democratic conventlon at Oshkesh on June 29, 1952 made the fol-
lowlng statement:

"Party endorsement of candidates for nomination to office and
the present late date of primary elections serlously Interfere -
wilth the opportunity of pelltical partles to wage effective cam
paigns under fair condltlons. The Democratlec party fiatly
opposes endorsement of candid?t 8 and urges a much earlier date
for state primary elections."” 2?

Currently the interval between the primary and general elections 1s
from the second Tuesday in September to the first Tuesday after the
firast Monday 1in November, a period of legs than 2 months.

Among the problems created by the present relatlonship between
the dates of the primary and general electlon are the follewing:

1. Where contests occur for the party nomination, more time 1s needed
after the primary to develop a campalgn.

2. There are substantlal numbers of mechanical operations whilch must
be carried out between the primary and the general election by the
people 1in charpe of elections.

3. The current movement to lncrease the percentage of potentlal
voters who actually vote results 1ln more absentee voting. Thils
in turn creates more difficulties for the municipal and county
c¢lerks because of the short time between the primary and the gen-
eral election.

Y. The time required to vote in absentla 1s increased because many
of the absentee voters are wembers of the armed forces who do
not have rellable mall service. Thus the electlion officials must
speed up the process of submitting ballots 1f they hope to secure
returns from electors outside the contlinental U.S.

(1)From Sheboygan Press, June 16, 1952.
(2)From Milwaukee Journal, June 29, 1952.

AT
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5‘

6.

Advancing the date of the primary electlon 1lnto August or earlier
may create addltional problemsg because of the larger proportion
of electors who are away from their homes due to vacations.

Changing the election dates has repercussions on & whole seriles
of other dates relating fto electlons which are set by statute
or administrative actlon.

The purpoge of thils bulletin is to bring together certaln basle

information regarding the election process. 7Thils factual data In~
cludes:

1.

2.

35

.

5e

The dates of the primary electlons in each of the 47 states
holding primaries for the years 1948, 1950 and 1952.

An analysis of the 1944-U46 Wisconsin legislation changing the
primary election date to August.

A comparlison of the dates of the varilous gteps in the electlon
process 1n Wisconsin under the August primary in effect in 1944
and 1946 and under the September primary 1in effect at the present

time.

A comparison of the method used in the several states of express-
ing the date on which the primary is held.

A summary of the problems of voting created by active duty in
the armed forces.
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egidence
(n In In In Poll Literacy Hepgls-
States Age U8, State County Precinet  Tax Test trations

Ala. 21 -—  2¥yprs. lyr. Imos. Yeg({6) Yes Yes{6)
Ariz. 21 -~ lyr. I0days 3F0days No Yes Yes
Ark. 21 - 1lyr, émos,  30days Yes(6) No No
Cal. 21 —lyr, 90days 5Sidays No No Yes
Colo. 21 - o lyr. 90days 1l5days No No Yes
Conn. 21 - lyr. § e No Ko Yes
Del, 21 - lyr. 6mos.. I0days No No Yes
Fla. 21 w=- 1lyr, émos . s No No Yesd
Ga. 18 -— lyr. 6mos. -— No No Yes
Idaho 21 -  &mos. e 30days No Yes Yes
Ill. 21 -~ lyr. 90days 30days No No Yes{6)
Ind. 21{1)| -~  6mos. (3 30days No No Yes
Iowa 21 ~-  6mos. 60days -~ || No No Yes{7)
Kans. 21 | -—=  Gmos, -~ J0days No Bo Yes{6)
Ky. 21 |-~ 1lyr. fmos., 60days No No Yes{6)
La. 21 -~  2yrs. lyr. Ymos . No Yes Yes
Maine 21 - 6mos. 3mos,. - No Yes Yes(6)
Md. 21 ww- lyr.  6mos. - No No Yes(6)
Mass . 21 —— lyr,. émos . () - No Yes Yes
Mieh, 21 - BmOB. (4 —— || o Ko Yes{6)
Minm: 21 - bmos. ~  30days No No Yes(7)
Miss. 21 - Zyrs, -~ 1lyr. Yes Yes Yes(6)
Mo. 21 ~~ lyr. 60days — No No - Yes(7)
Mont . 21 - lyp, 30days 30days No No Yes
Nebr. 21 ~~  6mos. H40days 10days No No Yes(7)
Nev. 21 -~  bmos. 30days — No No Yes(6)
N.H. 21 -  6mos. - bmos. No No Yes
N.J. 21 -~ lyr. 5mos. ~~ i No No Yes(6)
N.Mex. 21 - lyr, 90days 30days No No Yes
N.Y . 21 || == 1yr, Amos,  30days No No Yes
N.C. 21 - lyr, - dmos., No Yes Yes
N.Dak. 21 -~ lyr. 90days 730days No No Ko(8)
Ohio 21 - lyr. H40deys #40days No No Yes(7)
Okla, 21 | -— 1lyr, 6mos. 30days || No No Yes{6)
Oregon 21 | --  6mos, - —— No Yes Yes(6)
Pa. 21 - lyr, 2mos. - o No No Yes(6)
R.I. 21 ) -~  1lyr. (2) - No No Yes
s.C. 21 -~ 2yrs. Llyr. hmos . No (5) Yes
S,.,Dak. 21 |5yrs. lyr. 90days 30days No No Yes
Tenn. 21 —~ lypr, 6mos. 30days No No Yes
Tex. 21 e lyr, 6mos. —— Yes No Yes
Utah 21 - 1yr, bmos. 60days No No Yes
¥t. 21 e lyr. e No No Yes
Va., 2L || =~ lyr. 6mos. 30days Yes{6) No Yes(6)
Wash. 21 w— lyr. 90days 730days No Yes Yes(6)
W. Va. 21 -- lyr. 60days s No No Yes
Wis, 21 m~— 1lyr, -- 1l0days -| No No Yea{6)
Wyo. 21 .- lyr. 60days 1l0days No Yes Yes
(1) May vote in primary if 21 by $3GG assessed value.

general elections, (6) Except members of armed forces.
(2} City, town or borough for 6 mos.(7) Registration required in larg-
{3) 60 days in township. er municipalities only.
(4) 30 days in city or township. {8) Reglstration required for cer-
{5) Literecy test or property of taln local elections only.

*¥*PFrom Voting Informetion,1952, Armed Forces Information and Educatlon
Division, U.3, Dept. of Defense, 1952, p.9-13
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DATES OF PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION, 1952
Code: F = federal; S = state; L = local

“Date of Offices Date of Gen-  Offlces
State Primary Voted For Runoff eral Election Voted For
Ala. Iayb ¥F.S.L. June3 Nov.4 F.S.L. ‘
AriZ- Septng F-SOL- - o ! NOVoll‘ F-SoLn
Ark. Aug.12(1) F.S.L. i Nov .4 F.S.L.
Calo June3(2) FOS-Lc - IR NOV.” FDS‘.LO
Colo. Sept.9(3) F.S.L. Nov.4 B3l
Conn. No primary -- “Nov .4 . F.S.
Delo (38.) F.S. - NOVou FuSl
Fla. May6 F.S. May27(3) Nov.4 F.S.
Gao B Maylu F-S- e NOV-“ FoS'
Idaho Aug.l? ‘FeSe - Nov.4 F.8.
I11. Apr.8(2) F.S.L. - Nov.h Pulle
Indo May6 . F-SOL- - NOVQ)'I' F-SvLa
IOW& June2 F-S -Lo - NOV.I‘l’ FnS-Lo
Kans. Aug.5 F.S.L. -- Nov .4 -y A
Kyc Aug.2 F-Lc - NOV-’-‘ h FoL-
La. - July29 F.S.L. Aug .26 Nov.4 ‘ F.S.
Maine Junel6 FuSels -- Sept.8(4) Fs3.le
Mda. May5 F. -- Nov.4 F.
Mass. Sept.16(5) F.S. .- Nov .4 F.S.
Mich. Sept.9 F.S.L. -- Nov.4 P55
Minn. Sept.9(6) F.S.L. -~ Nov.l4 F.S.L
Miss. Aug.26 F. Sept .16 Nov.4 F.
MO. Augc5 FuSo - NOV.L‘ F-S-
Mont . Julylh F.8.L. -- Nov .4 FuBals
Nebr. Apr.1(2) F.S.L. .- Nov.4 F.8.L
Nev. Sept -2 F-Lc - NOV-L" F-L-
N.H. Sept.9 (7) F.S.L. -- Nov.4 F.S.L.
N.J. Apr.15(3) F.S.L. -- Nov .U F.S.L.
N.Mex. May6 0 -- Nov .4 P.8:Ls
5.9, Sept.16(8) F.S.L. -- Nov .4 F.S.L.
N«Cs May31 1 June28 Nov.4 Ly
N.Dak. June24 F.S. .- Nov.U F.S.
Ohio  May6(3) F.S.L. -- Nov .4 F.S.L.
Okla. Julyl F.S.L. July22 Nov.4 F.Salie
Oreg. Mayl6(2) F.S.L. -- Nov.4 Pu8.ls
Pa. Apr.22(2) F.S. -- Nov.4 FsSs
Rals R-Sept.15 F.S. -- Nov.4 F.S.

D-Segt.eu(ea)
8.0 July Fale July22 Nov.4 F.L.
S'Dako June3(3) FoS oLo - NOVo)-‘ FCS oLo
Tenn. Aug.? F.S.L. .- NOVou F-S.L-
Texas July26 FsSelis Aug.23 Nov.4 F.S.L.
Utah Sept.9 F8.L. - Nov .4 F.S5.L.
Vt. Sept.9 F-S’L- i NOV-)-‘ FcSnLo
Va. Julyls g Aug.19 Nov.l4 F.5.
Wash. Sept.9 F.S. -- Nov.4 F.S.
W.Va. Mayl3(3) PF.S.L. .- Nov.4 F.S.L.
WiSJ Sept -9?9) FoSo L NOV-“ F-So
wyo‘- Aug-lg 10) FOS- -l NOVoll FoS-

For footnotes see reverse side.
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FOOTNOTES TO CHART ON PAGE 5.

*Data from Voting Information For the Armed Forces, prepared by
Armed Forces Information and Education Division, U.S. Department
of Defense, 1952, unless otherwise noted.

(1)Presidentia1 preference primary on July 29, sometimes called
preprimary.

2)Also presidential preference primary.

(2a)Republican primary Sept. 15. Democratic primary Sept. 24. The

order of these primaries 1s the same as in 1948 and reversed from
1950 as provided by the law.

(3)Also convention delegates.

(3a%ate set by parties between last registration date of July and
last Saturday in Aug.

u)Pres. and vice pres. only on Nov. 4.
5)President1al preference primary on Apr. 29.
6)Presidential primary on Mar. 18.

(7)Presidentia1 preference on Mar. 11.
(8)convention delegates on Apr. 22.

9 Convention delegates on Apr. 1.
(10)presidential preference primary on May 13.
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RETATION OF PRIMARY BLECTION DATES TO CENERAL ELECTION DATES--1952

State |Date  Primary Blection Dates | Genersl Blection
Nebr si&fz,mamhi April Mey | June | July | Aug, | Sept.Oct. | MNov,
111. 4/8 i 1
Wado 4/i5 i

Pa., L/2 .

Hd. 5/5 L

Ala, 516 1

Fla, 516, n

Ind. 5/6 1

N.H, 516 R

Ohio 56 b

W. Va. 513 o

Ga. [k o

¥e: g%&. g}

Tova 6/2 I 3
Cal, 6/3 1 .
5.D. 6/3.]_. 1 &
Maine 6 /16 - 4
N.D. 6/ 24 - o
Okla., 7/ ke b
5.C. /8 L 8
Mont . 7 /15 i e
Va, 7 /15 s "
Toxas 7 {26 — SN N, P
La. 7 /29 R R ]

Ky. b2 I 3
Kans. R /5 |

Mo. R/ !

Tean. B/7 b

Ark. /12 !

Idaho B/12 (

Wyo. 3/19 __,E_i

Misa, /26 i L

Nev, /2 . P

Ariz; /9 ! U ; !

Col. /9. . .

Mich, [o - I

Minn, /o |

N.H. /9] b

Tseh /9. i

vt. /o : e}

Wash, 9 i U

Wis, )'9, _E

R.1.(R) 9/1 . ) i

Mass, ig/"uc i |
N.Y. 9/ S R W . R, i
_R.1.(D)} gf2d !

b
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DATES OF PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTIONS IN 1950% .
States Date of Primary Runofi-Electiormr Date of Genersl Election
Ala, May 2 May 30 Nov, 7
Apilz, Sept. 12 — Nov, 7
Ark, July 25 Aug. 8 Hov. 7
Cal. June 6 . Nov., 7
Golo. Sept. 12 s Nov., 7
Conni. -ms —— e
Del. Set by parties R Nov. 7
Fia. May 2 May 23 Nov, 7
Ga. Sept., 13 Oct, 4 Nov, 7
Idaho Aug, 8 —_— Nov. 7
Ill. Apr, 11 — Nov, 7
Ind. May 2 p— Nov. 7
Towa June 5 — Nov., 7
Kans. Aug, 1 - Nov. 7
Ky. Aug, 5 — Nov., 7
La. Aug. 29 oct. 3 Nov. 7
Faine June 19 — Sept. 11
Md. Sept. 11 - Nov. 7
Mass. Sept. 19 R Nov. 7
Mich. Sept. 12 —— Nov, 7
Minn. Sept. 12 ' e Nov. 7
" Miss. Aug. 8 Aug. 29 Nov. .7
Mo. Auvg, 1 —— Nov. 7
Mont . July 18 - : Nov, 7
Nebr. Aug. 8 — Nov. 7
Nev. Sept. 5 -— Nov, 7
N.H, Sept. 12 — Nov, 7
N.J. Apr. 18 r—— Rov. 7
N.Mex. June 6 —_ Nov, 7
N.Y. Sept. 19 — Nov. 7
N.C. : May 27 June 24 Nov. 7
N.Dak. June 27 — Hov, 7
Ohlo May 2 i Nov. 7
Qkla. July 4 July 25 Nov. 7
Oregon May 19 —_— Nov, 7
Pa. May 16 — Nov. 7
R.I. D Sept. 18 — Nov. 7
R Sept. 27(1) —e Nov, 7
5.0, July 11 July 25 Nov., 7
S.Dak. June 6 —— Nov. 7
Tenn. Aug. 3 — Nov, 7
Tex. July 22 Aug. 26 Nov, 7
Utah sept. 5 -~ - Nov. 7
Vt. Sept. 12 — Nov, 7
Va. Aug, 8 — Nov., 7
Wash. Sept. 12 —— Nov. 7
W.Va. Aug. 1 e Nov. 7
Wis. Sept. 19 — Nov. 7
Wyo. Aug., 22 e Nov, 7

#From CIO News, Jan. 9, 1950

{1)Democratic on Sept. 18; Republican on Sept. 27. The order is
reyerge d from that of 1948, The law provides that whichever
party held 1ts primary first in 1948 shall be second in 1950.

.-
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DATES OF PRIVMARY AND GENERAL BLECTIQNS, 1048*

State Date of Primary Runoff-~Election Date of General Election
Ala, May 4 June 1 Nov. 2.
Ariz. Sept. 7 -- Nov. 2
Ark. July 27 Lug., 10 Nov. 2
“Gal. June 1 - Nov. 2
CO}.Q: Séptc 11} .- NOV4 2
Conn. - - Kov. 2
Del. Aug. 27 - Nov. 2
Fla, May 4 May 25 Nov. 2
Ca. Sept. 8 -- Nov. 2
Tdaho Aug: 10 - Kov. 2
I11. Apr. 13 - Nov. 2
Ind. May 4 - Nov. 2
Tewa June 7 -- Nov. 2
Konas . Aug. 3 -- Nov. 2
Ky Aug. 7 - Nov. 2
La. Aug. 31 Oet. 5 Nov. 2
Maine June 21 - Sept. 13{1}
Md. May 3 - Nov. 2
Mass. Sept. 14 .- Nov. 2
Michs Sept- 1)'1’ - - NOVD 2
Minn. Sept. 14 -- Nov. 2
Miss. Aug. 24 Sept. 14 Nov. 2
Mo. Aug. 3 - Nov. 2
Mont . July 20 - Nov. 2
Nﬂbro Apr- 13 - NOV: 2
Nev. Sept. 7 - Nov. 2
N»Hu Septc 1"4 - NO"V‘ 2
N‘»J- Aprc 26 - NOV- 2
N.¥ex. June 8 - Nov. 2
N.Y. hug. 24 - Nov. 2
N.C. May 29 June 26 Nov. 2
N.Dak. June 29 - Nov. 2
Ohlo May 4 -- Nov. 2
Okia. July 6 July 27 Nov. 2
Oreg. May 21 -- Nov. 2
Pa. Apr. 27 - Nov. 2
R.I. R-Sept. 14 - Nov. 2
D-Sept. 29(2)
5.C. Aug. 10 Aug. 24 Nov. 2
S.Dak. June 1 -- Nov. 2
Tenn. Aug. 5 -~ Nov. 2
Texas July 24 Aug. 28 Nov. 2
Utahn Sept. 7 - Hov. 2
Vt. Sept. 14 - Nov. 2
"Ja. ﬁug- 3 haliad Nov., 2
Vash. Sept. 14 -- Nov. 2
W.Va. M 11 - KQVQ 2
Wis. Se«pt- 2}, - NQ?O 2
Wyo. Aug. 17 - Nov. 2

*Paken Trom You Can Vote, Democratic National Committee, June 1948.
(I)Sept. 13 for state officlals; Nov. 2 for presldentlal electors.
<2)Republican primary Sept. 14; Democratlc primary Sept. 29.

-8
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: AN ANALYSIS OF THE 1944-46 WISCONSIN
LEGISLATION ADVANCING THE DATE OF THE PRIMARY ELECTION

Section 5.03 of the statutes provides that the September
primary be held on the second Tuesday in September of each
even-numbered year and that any primary other than the Septem~-
ber primary be held 3 weeks before the election for which the
primary ls held.

Chapter 567 of the Laws of the Adjourned Session of 1943
(see 1944-45 Session Laws) enacted "to facilitate so far es
practicable the voting by 1ts qualified electors who are serving
in the armed forces of the United States" moved the primary
election up to August 15 for 1944, That act wasg to expire after
the general election of 1944, but by Chapter 128, Laws of 19435,
Tre provisions were extended to the election of 1946 and the date
of the primary election was set as August 13, Thils law was to
explre after the spring electlion of 1947.

An analysis of the primasry and general election total vote
from 1920 to 1950 reveals that the 1944 primary election total was
the lowest percentage of the total vote cast In the genersl electlm
in the entire pericd: and the 1946 primary vote was next to that
lowest percentage of the general election vote among the off year
elections. Only in one year, 1942, was the actual vote in the
primary lower than in 1944 and the 1946 primery vote was among the
lowest.

Primary Elections General Election Total General Blection

Vote for - Vote for Vote Cast
Year Governort Governort In Primapy
1930 691,735 606,501 114.73%
1932 899,558 1,124,502 80.0%
1934 561,864 953,757 58.,9%
1936 L91,056 1,237,095 39.7%
19138 525,478 981,525 53.5%
1940 658,912 1,373,597 by 9%
1942 390,328 " 800,639 48.7%
1944 hs51,348 1,320,430 34.1%
1946 531,970 1,040,281 51.1%
1948 599, 580 1,266,097 by, 3%
1950 593,211 1,138,087 52.1%

#¥Data from 1931-1952 Blue Book tabulations of ?Gtenfar Govermor
in primary and general electlions,
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A COMPARISON OF THE IMPORTANT DATES IN THE ELECTION PROCESS
IN WISCONSIN IN 1946 AND 1952

Changing the electlon date not only affects the procedures
for that day, but has lmportant repercussions on a whole serles
of other dates relating to the electilon process. It affects the
opening and c¢losing dates for the submlssion of nomination papers,
the dates on whlch candldates report thelr expendltures, the dates
on which notlces of electlons are published, the dates on which
ballots are prepared, printed and submltted to the many election
districts, the dates on which withdrawals may be made, etc.

The O0fflce of the Secretary of State prepares a biemnial
pamphlet entitled, Election Dates and Signatures Required, which
contalns a chronological list of the dates on which various steps
in the electlon process may be started or completed. The follow-
ing table was. prepared by extracting from these pamphlets for
the years 1946 and 1952, the silgnificant steps in the election
process and relating these steps to the dates.

Some differences exlgt in the election process between 1946
and 1952 . because of the changes in the electlon laws. Essentlally,
however, the same steps occur. Because the 1946 primary was held
in August instead of September, differences 1n dates occur. One
of the most Important dates In terms of current comments on the
electlion process is the date on whilch the ballota are in the hands
of the local clerks. Under the 1946 plan this occurred on Septem-
ber 18. In 1852 the ballots are to be in the hands of the local
clerks on October 14. Therefore 1t may be sald that the ballots
will be avallable for sghipment 1n 1952 Just 21 days before the
election, while under the 1946 plan they were avallable 48 days
before the election. :

-10-
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IMPORTANT DATES IN THE WISCONSIN PARTIL.N PHIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTIONS UNDER THE

1945 LAV ADVANCING TEE DATE OF PHYE PRIMARY AND UNDER THE IAW AS (F 1952

Steps in the Elechkion Process

“First day for circuiating nomination papers for primary{Not
- earlier)

Poll liste and other supplies for primery election ordered
about this date

' last date for filing petitions for new party primery ticket

in state, congressiomzl, sendtorial or assexbly districte
{90 days)

Bids for printing primary ballots secured about this date
last day for filing nomination papers and declaration of mecep—
tances for primary by state ard county candidates (5 p.m.)

Cortified lisi of candidates sent to county clerks by Secretary
of State.

County clerk prepares primary ballot
Ballots to be in hands of printers

Wotice of primary election semt to county clerks by
Secretary of State {60 days)

County clerk mails sample ballots for inspection to
candidates and party county chairmen

Notice of primary prepared by county clerk

Proof of primary ballots corrected and printing commenced

Ballote %o be in hands of county clerks

* References to applicable statutes.

1946

Apr. 2 (11.90(14))

B

May 15 (5.05(63{e))

May 27 (5¢29;5~25(1)(2):
11.90{18))

May 31 (11.90(1%))
June 11 {5.08(1)
11.90(14))
June 12 {5.11(1)
11.90(18))
June 13 (11.90(14))
Jupe 1% (5,06(1))
June 16 (5.11(4)
11,9¢{18))

June 18 {5,11(5)
11,90(18))

June 27 {11.90(14))

1952 .
May 9 (5.05(4))*

June 9 (6,28)

June 11 (5.13{3))

July 7 (5.012,6.25,
6.26)

July 8 (5.05(1),(8)(a))

July 22 (5108(1))

July 24 (5.11(1))

July 11 (5.08(1))

o it - P T~

July 14 (5.04(2))

811-4I+1IH1



Steps in the Blection Process{Continued)

Primery election notice published by Secretary of State on or
about this date and July 5, 12, 19 and 26, isug, 2 and §,(Ref-
erence to detes in 1946 only)

Last day for primary candidates to withdraw

Primary slection notice published by couniy clerks or or about
this date and July 5, 12 and 19.(Reference to dates in 1946 only)
Eallete to be in hands of local clerks

First day for circulstirg independent nominmation papers for
general election (60 days prior to lest filing date)

¥ligible voters in each town, city and village certified to
courty clerks on or before this date

Poll liste and other supplies for general electior ordered
about this date

Totices of primary for posting, sent to local clerks by
county clerk

Primary blanks shipped by Secretary of State(20 days)

Groups, clubs and factions notified to file gxpente gtate-
ments, Aug. 3 =nd Sert. 3(Reference to 1946 dates only)

Candidates and personal campaigh commibttees notified to file
expense statements Ang, 6 and 17(Reference to 1946 dates only)

Iast day for lecal clerks to complete primary notice and post
the cems

Registration closes, second Wednesday pricr

List of primary candidates to be published by county clerks
about this date and agzin on eighth of month

1946

June 28 (5.08{1), 5.29,

11.50(18))

June 28 (5.04(2),
11,96(18))

June 29 {(11,90(14))

July 1 (5.05(%),
11.90(15))

-

July 13 (5.0%(3),
11.90(18))

July 24 {6.77)

July 30{12.08(5)(®})

July 30(12.09(4){1))

July 31 (6.17{1))
,&ﬁg» i {5&08(”’):(5))

1552
July 11 (5.04(1))

July 15 (5.18)

July 23 (5.08(2))

WA o s o g T 0 4

July 25 (5.05(4),
5,19{6))

sug. 1 (6.26)
Avg. 15 (5.04(3))

hng, 19 (5.11(5))
aug, 20 (6.77)

aag. 25 (12,09(5)(p))
Aue. 26 (12,09(5)(b))

Aug. 26 (5.04¢3))

ang, 27 (6.17(1))
Sept. 1 (5.08(4),(5))

STT-4I~THT



Steps in the Flection ! -ocess{Continned)

County clerks will ship vrimary supplies Yo local clerks
{10 days or earlier if possible)

Associztions, clubs, etc. functioning under section 12,09(5)(=)
file preprimary expense statements

Primery supplies in hands of local clerks{7 days)

Last day for candidates znd personal campaign and party conm-
mittees to file or mail {mot later than 5 p.m.)preprimary
expense statements {Tuesw before)

fandidates failing to file notified apd blapk affidavit and
order of court sent to them

Primary held

Inspectors to phone results of primary to county clerk im-
. mediztely upon completion of tabulations

it iy
)
1 Inspectors deliver refurns to county clerk by 2 p.m.
County canvass of primary begins

County clerk publishes results of convass for offices for
which he issues certificetes of election

Messenger sent for any missing returns

Recount petitiozs mey be Tiled within 3 days after closing
of canvess

Bids on printing general election ballets secured about
this date

Candidates and personzl campaigm and party commitiees
to file postprimary expense statements

Primery elsction returns sent to Secretary of State

:

J11{3)}

n

fﬂlgvj(
aug, 3(12.09(5){1))

aug. 6 {12,09(1))

ang. 8 (12.09{43{1p))

dug, 13(32.90(14))

3'!2@& 13 (69595’
11,90(14))

sug, 14(5.59,11,90(14))

Aug.. 3-5 (5 »15(13'9 ¥ (5) » (6> )
11.50(14))

A g e A 1 S S D G S R

Aug, 15 (5.29, 6.62)

g

Aug. 17 {6.25(1),{2))
Aug., 17 (12.09(1))

Aug, 19 {11,90(14))

1952

Aug, 30(12.09(5) (b))

STT-dI~T8T

Aug. 30(6.78)
Sept. 1 (12.09(1))

Sept. B (12.09(4){v),
12,10)

Sept. 9 (5.03(1))
Sept. 9 (6.5%95)

Sept.10 (5.15(2), 6.59)
S&P’t: 11 (5«15(1“')9 6*62)

Sept. 11 {6.64)

Sept. 11 {£.562)

Sept, 11 (5.012(2), 6.66)
Sept. 11 (6.25, 6.26)

Sept. 13 (12.09(1))

Sept. 20 (5.15(4),(6))
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Steps in the Blecticn Process{Continued)

Recount petitions may be filed within 3 days after clese
of canvass

Candidates failing to file notified and blank affidavit and
order of court sent nominees

First day for £iling indevendent nomination papers for
general slecticn with Secretary of State and county
clerks

Fames of nominees whe £al) to file primary expense gtatements
or whose personzl campeign committees fail, by this date, to
be left off Mov. ballot unless filing is made by order of
court

Canvass of primary completed by State Board of Canvassers

Tast day on which candidates for state and county offices
at genersl election may decline to run

L _
T last dsy for filing independent nomination papers with

Seeretary of State and county clerks (5p.m.)

Last day for state and county party committees to fils
certificates to fill vacancies in nominations {(5p.m.)

Platforn conventions meet at state capitol to formulate
platforms, and elect state central committees, efe, of
each party (12 c!clock noon)

Laat day for associations, clubs, etc. functioning urder
section 12,09(5){(a) to file postelection expense statements

Platforms made public before & p.m.

Certified list of nominess sent to county elerks by
Secretary of State

County clerk prepares general, presidsntial and ref-
ergndwn balleoks for printer

ioké

hug, 19 {6,066}

Ang, 20 (12.09(4)(1))

Aug, 23 (5.26, 11,90(1%))

Aug, 24 (12,10)

Aug. 27 (5.16,11.90(14))

Aug. 28 (5,28,
11.90(15))

*Aug. 30 (5.26(1),(6),
11.90(13))

Aug. 30 (5.28,
11,90(15))

Sept. 3 (5.20,
11,90(153)
Sept. 3 (12.09(5){(1v))

SQF?} * L (5 «20‘}

Sept. 4 (6.19(1),
11,90(15})

1552

Sept, 11 (5.002(2), 6.66)

Sept. 16 (12.09(4){p)
‘ 12.10)

. s o s i . e gt A i g

Sept. 25 {5.16)
Sept. 16 (5.18)

sept. 23 (5.19(6))

Sept, 20 {5,18)

Sept, 30 (5,36(1))

Sept. 30 (12,09(5)(v))

Oct. 1 (5.36(1))
Oet. € (6.19(1))

Oct. 7 {6.25)

g1T-dI~T81



Steps in the Slection Process{Contiraed)
General election ballots %o be in hands of printers

Proof of general election ballcts in hands of county clerks
ready for inspection by candidates and committees

Proof of general slection btallets corrected and printing
comnenced

ﬁotzce of general election sent to counxy clerks by
Secretary of State

Ballots in hends of county clerks
Ballots in hends of local clerks
County clerk preveres general electicn notice
! General election notice published by state and county on or
, abcut Sept. 27, Oct. &, 11, 18, 25 and ¥ov. 1. ({(Reference
1946 dates oxnly)

County olerk will send copies of general slection nctice to
local clerks{second Friday)

Ballots of primery ziven to waste paper salvaging author-
ities {60 days)

Facsimile ballot notice prepared by county clerks

Groups, clubs and factions notified to file expense state
ments, Oct, 26 and Fov, 26

Candidates and personal campaign committees notified to file

expense statements Oct. 29 and ¥Nov., 9

Registration closes (second Wednesdey prior)

1yv6 :
Sept., 6 (6.23, 6.25
11.50(153)

Sept. 10 {6.25(4),
11,90(18))

Sept. 12 (5.28,
64254} )

sept. 15 (6.10(2))

Sept. 16 (11.90(15))
Sert. 18 (11,50(15))
Sept. 23 (6.11{(1})
Sept. 27 (6.10(1),
6.11(1))
Oct. 11 (6.11(2))
Oct. 13 (5.29, -
6.60(33,420
Ost, 18 (6,21, 6.23)

Oct, 22 (12.09(5)(t}))
Oct, 22 (12,00(8)(t))

Oct. 23 (6.17(1))

f
0
i
}N

T A o e 2t Y B2 e i e

Sept. 15 {6.10(2))

Oct. 15 (6.77)
Oct, 1k (6.29(1))
Sept. 17 (6,11{1})}
Sept. 26 {6.10(1)
6,11(1))
Oct. 10 (6.11(2))

Yov., B (5 3912 ]
6.60(3))

Oet. 20 (12,09 (5)(1))

Oct. 21 (12.02(&k){(®})

Oct. 22 (6.17(1))

eTT-aI~1y1
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Bteps in tae Hlection FrogessiConiimued)

Facsimile ballot notice of general election published in
weekly pepers on or about Oct. 24 and Qct. 31

County clerks will ship election supplies to local clerks
(10 deye or earlisr if possible)

Associations, clubs, ete, Tunctioning under section
12,09(5)(a) file pre-election expenss statements

Freliminary statements filed immediately upor orgenization
Facsinmile ballot notice of general election published in
daily papers on or about Oct. 28 and Nov. 4 (Reference to
1946 aates)

Iast day for candidates and personal campaizn and party
committees to file or mail (not later than 5 p.m.) vre-
election expense stetements{Tues. before)

Election supplies in hands of local clerks (7 days)

Candidates Tailing $o file notified and blank affidavis
apd order of court sent them

General election

Inspectors to phone results of election to couaty clerk
fmmediately upon completion of tabmlations

Ingpectors deliver returns to county clerk by 2 p.m.

Candidates and personal campaign and party committees to file
postelections experse statements

County canvass of gener2l election begine (Tues. after or earlier)

o 3

Oct, 24 (6.21, 6.82(2))

Oct. 26(6.29{(1))

Cet. 26 (12.09(5)(b))
Oct. 26 (12.09(5)(a))
Oct. 28 (6.21,6.82(2))
Oct, 29 (12.09(1))
Oct. 29 {6.29(1))

06t. 31 {12,09(43(1))

¥ov. 5 (6.03, 11.90{15}
Nov, 5 {6.595)

ﬂov. 6 (6459)
¥ov, 9 (12,09(1))

Yov, 12 (6.61)

Date

county elerk(5.08{4}),(3),

1952

designated by

6,21, 6‘22,M331.25)

Oct.,

Det.

Oct.

Oct,

Oct.

Hovw.

Vo,

Kov.

Nov.

Nov,

25 {6.78)
25 (12.09(5)(®))

25 {12.09(5)(=))

27 (5.08(4),(5),
6,21, 6.22,
331.25)

28 (12,09(1))

25 (6,78)

30 (12.09(L)(v),
12.10)

L(6,03(1), 9.04)
L (6.595)

5 {6.5%)
8 {12,09{1))

6 (6.62)

8T1-aI-T1
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Stenes in the Elsction Process(Contimusd)

Candidetes failing to file pobbelection expense stetements
notified

Last day for sending generazl election returns to Secrstary
of State{l7 days or earlier, if possible)

Final meeting of State Board of Canvasssrs on or before
this date

Certificaetes of State Bosrd of Canvassers published

Certificates of election of congressmen certified %o
Wash., D.0.; certificates of election jssued by
Secretary of HSiate

Fomination papers of primery given to waste
paper salvaging authorities except such as relate
to pending litigetion (L months after)

Last day for filing notices of contested legisiative
elections with Secretary of State

Kov.

Kav,

Dec.

BQC.

Dec,

Dec.

Dec,

12 (12,09(4) (b))

22 (6.,67)
1 (6,71(1))
z(égz)

2 (6.72)

13 (5.07(5),
6.60(7))

29 (13.,16)

195%
Kov, 12 (12.09(4) (1),
3.2.1(})
Fov. 15. (6.67)
Deec. 1 (6.,71(1))
Dec, 1 (6«?2)
Dec. 1 (6&?2)

Jan, 9 {5,05(9))

Jan, 5 (13,16)

gTiT-€1~T1



HOW DATES OF PRIMARY ELECTIONS ARE EXPRES3SED {Pirst primary only
in states where there 1s & runoff primary)

Specific Day:
First Tuesday in April (Nebr.)}
Second Tuesday in April (I11,)
Tnird Tuesday in April (N.J.)
First Tuesday after first Monday in May (Ind,N.Mex,Ohio)
Third Friday in May (Oreg.)
irst Monday in June (Iowa)
First Tuesday in Juns (Calif.) (S.Dak.)
Third Monday in June (Mainc)
Tuesday after second Monday in July (Va.)
Third Tuesday In July (Mont.)
First Tuesday in August (K=ns, Mo.}
First Saturday in August (Ky.s
Second Tuesday iIn August (Ark,Idsho)
First Tuesday after third Monday in August {Wyo.)
First Tuesday 1n September {Nev,)

In Relation to Ceneral Election .
Eighth Tuesday prior to gensral election (Ariz.)

Date Set by Party Executive Committee
Not earlier than 60 days in advence of election - date

%%%%;St ht %ﬁ%%%% y %‘i’* e%%% i%agt % 1%%:{1%‘1%.0 %4!:% e( %ai ‘&%} tion (Mass.)
Determined by Partles

Between last registration in July snd last Saturday in
August (Del.)

Dates Varying Depending Upon Whether in Presidentlal Yeap
or Not
Second Monday in September but in presidentisl yesar,
First Monday in May (Md.)
Talrd Tuesdasy in May but in presidential year, Fourth
Tuesday in April (Pa.)
Second Tuesday 1in August but in presidential year.
Second Tuesday in May (W.Va.)

Dates Varyilng With Party
One party on third Monday in September and other on
gecond Wednesday thereafter (R.I.)

States Having Origlnal and Runoff Primaries

First Tuesday 1n May and fourth Tuesday thereafter (Ala.)

First Tuesday after first Monday in May end fourth

Tuesday after first Monday in May (Fla.)

Last Tuesday in July and 5 weeks thereafter (La.)

Fourth Tuesday in August and 3 weeks thereafter (Mlass.}

Last Saturday in May and 4 weeks thereafter (N.C.)

First Tuesday in July and fourth Tuesday in July (Okla.)

Second Tuesday 1n July and 2 weeks thereafter (S.C.)

First Thursday in August and within 20 days th&ﬁaaftef
Tenn.| -

Fourth Saturday in July and fourth Saturday in ?@gusg
QXA
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SERVICEMEN VOTES IN 1944

A committee of the Amerlcan Political Science Assoclatlon
at the request of the President of the United States made &
speclal study of voting in the armed forces, which was publish-
ed March 28, 1952. (Voting in the Armed Forces, 82nd Cong.
2nd session House doc. No. 407)(1l) This report on page 27 in-
dicates that 1n 1944 Wisconsin had approximately 215,296 service-
men of voting age. This figure was arrived at by using the ratlo
of 9 to 78, the 9 representing the estimated total eligible
servicemen and the 78 representing the total estimated civilian
voters. Of the 215,296 eligible voters 80,347 or 37.3% cast
votes for President. The report estimates that about 2% million
of the estimated 3% milllon servicemen at the present time are
of voting age. The estimated number of servicemen voting was
prepared by the U.S. Bureau of Census. Only 8 states - Colo,
Conn. Mich, N.J. N.Y. R.I. Utah and Wyomlng exceeded Wlsconsin
in the percemtage of eligible servicemen who voted in 1944, Of
all the states, the highest percentage was New Jersey with 51.73%
and lowest was South Carolina with 2.1%. The natlonsal average

was 29.2%. '

In terms of the proportlion of total votes cast whlch were
cast by servicemen, the range was from 2% in Alabama to 10% in
Georgla. Wisconsin had 6% and the natlonal average was 5.6%.

In terms of the percentage of servicemen who applied for
ballots who actually voted in 1944, Wisconsin did not fare so
well. The percentage ranged from 13% in Texas to 91.2% in
Wyoming. The natlonal average was 59.2% and Wisconsin had 57.4%.
28 states had a better record than Wisconsin.

The report of the American Political Selence Assoclation
commlttee states that whlle the percentage of servicemen voting
from some states was probably affected by the higher proportlons
of citzens of those states on combat duty, most of the varlation
was probably due to the constlitutional, legal, administrative
and pollitical restrictions in the states. In that year the feder-
al ballot was avallable only in 20 states which accepted 1t and
in these only 1f the serviceman had appllied for a state absentee
ballot by September 1 and had failed to receive 1t by October 1.
Of the 2,691,160 servicemen who voted less than 85,000 voted the
federal ballot. Wisconsln did not accept 1it.

Since 194% the federal governmment has proposed that the states

lmprove thelr absentee votlng procedure for thelr servicemen.

The federal proposals provide a standardized post card appllca«
tlion for a ballot and free transportation of ballot mall. These
proposals recommend that states make their ballots avallable not
less than 45 days before the election. This was based on the

time needed for a round trip of a ballot in 1944. The report
states that whlle Wisconsin accepts applicatlons not more than

60 days before the election, ballots are provided about 21 days
before the election. Only 17 states provide at least 45 days.

(1) See also Findings end Recommendations of the Speocial Committee
on Jervice Votling, Amerlican Political 3clence Review, June

1952, p. 512-523.

-1~



' SERVICEMEN VOTES IN 1044-Cont.

To s8implify. the procesns of providing ballots and revising
the method of reglstering members of the armed forces, Wlsconsin
rovised 1ts absentee votling procodure for servicemen by sectlon

83, Ch. 455, Laws of 1951,

The American Political Science Assoclation committee made

10 propesals for vobting by servicemen.

These proposals and

current Wisconsin practice are as follows:

Committee proposals

1. To vote without registering
In person.

2. To vote without payling a poll
. tax.

3. To vote without meeting un-
reasonable residence redqulre-
ments.

4, To vote without meeting un-
reasonable literacy and
educational requirements.

5« To use the federal post card
appllcation for a ballot.

6. To recelve ballots for prim-
ary and general elections in
time to vote.

7. To be protected in the free

Wisconsin practice

11.70 {2) Wisconsin Statutes
provides for this: includes
clviliang attached to armed
forces.

Wigsconsin has none,

Wisconsin requires 1 year resi-
dence in state and 10 days resl-
dence in voting precinct.

Wisconsin has none.

Wisconsin provislon 1s even
simpler as request may be made
by serviceman or some other
person., 11.70 {4) wWis, statubes.

Application may be made not more
than 60 nor less than 7 days be-
fore the electlion. 11.55, Wis.
statutes. Wis. complied in 1944
and 1946,

10.

exercise of thelr voting rights.

To recelve essential information
concerning candiates and issues.

To recelve essential information
concerning the methods by which

the right to vote may be exerclsed,

To receive egsentlial information
on the duty of %eitizens in uni-
form" to defend our democratic
institutions by using, rather
than lgnoring, thelr voting
rights,

A



