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State Aids to Wisconsin Counties, 1953-54 to 1962-63
Wﬁﬁ

In the fiscal decade from July 1, 1953, to June 30, 1963, Wisconsin state aids increased
from $83, 408, 395 for the 1953-54 fiscal year to $180, 312, 010 for the 1962-63 fiscal year.
Total state aids more than doubled; in fact, the increase was 124,2%.

It is interesting to compare the increases in the dollar amounts for the various types
of aids. But, if this is done, then it should be remembered that during the decade of the
50's Wisconsin's population increased from 3,434, 575 to 3,952,485, During the same
period inflation also took its small toll: U.S. Department of Commerce figures indicate
that the "purchasing power of the dollar”, indexed at 106.9 for 1954, fell to index number

93.7 for 1963,

If these factors are applied -~ if "constant" dollars are used as the basis of comparison
and the result is expressed in per capita amounts -- the 124 .2% increase becomes a constant
dollar per capita increase of 64.6% for total state aids.

In the present brief, state aids for the fiscal decade ending June 30, 1963, are shown
by county and by type of aid. The breakdown by type of aid shows the following categories:
total aids, educational aids, welfare aids, highway aids, and other aids. In addition, follow-
ing the listing of welfare aids for the 72 counties, there is a listing at the end of this brief
for welfare aids which could not be allocated by county; these are shown as "state at large”
welfare aids.

Comparing straight dollax amounts, we find that the increase in educational aids, sur-
passing the increases in the other categories, was from $25, 555, 294 for the 1953-54 fiscal
year to $86, 439, 219 for the 1962-63 fiscal year. This increase amounts to 226.5%: Wis-
consin educational aids in 1963 were more than 3 times as high as they had been in 1954.
Next highest were the highway aids, which nearly doubled {they increased 85.5%) during
the decade. In the 1953-54 fiscal year highway aids had been $27, 526, 053; in 1962-63 they
had increased to §51,050,217. Welfare aids increased by 45.1%, from $24,069,832 to
$34,930,664. The smallest increase (26.1%) was in the "other aids” classification, from
$6, 257, 216 to $7,891,910. No category showed a decrease.

The data used in this brief were compiled by the Wisconsin Department of Taxation and
published as "Table 6" in the annual editions of Taxes and Aids . The data are compiled by
fiscal years; thus, the column headed "1963" contains the figures for the fiscal year begin-
ning July 1, 1962, and ending June 30, 1963.
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How each cbum:y‘has fared on state aids:

0
y; "y Each county's share of 1332~63 tota 1 state
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J"\.\_ ‘ s 5 . of total state aids,
! s " BAYFIELD .
f
BouaLas : 'f\’r .,--"" NOTE: Any figure higher than 45.2 indicates
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Example 1: State aids received by Adams Cowunty in 1953-54 were 0.518% of total state
aids in Wisconsin. In 1962-63,Adams County's share had shrunk to 0.442%. Thus, the
1962-63 share of total state aids received by Adams County was only 85.3% of the
1953-54 ratio,

Example 2: State aids received by Barron County in 1953-54 were 1.472% of total state

aids in Wisconsin. In 1962-63, Barron County's share had increased to 1.799%. Thus,
the 1962-63 share of total state aids received by Barron County was 122,2% of the 1953- -

54 ratio. - 21 -




