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The problem of citizenshlp training in colleges and universities has
prompted legislative actlon by several states. In general state laws
have dealt with thilsg problem 1ln three ways. One approfch 1s represented
by 11 states which merely requlire that American history, government, or
2 relsted subject be taught, without spparently making the course
compulsory for the student. Other states definitely require the .
student to take such a course, whlle the rewainder speclfy, zs a condltlion
to graduatlon, the satisfactory passing of an examlnation.

The mejority of laws are broad enough to allow considerable dils-
ecretlion In interpretation and appllicatlon. Some authorize the state board
of education or equlvalient body to determine the extent of and the
regulations covering this instruction. Approximately helf the laws
set the length of such & course, ordinarlly, one semester or one year.

The lawe are algo about equally dlvided relative to thelr zpplicability
%o public institutlons or to both public and private instlitutions. In
one ptate the law aspplies only to teachers colleges.

The courses requilred in this fileld can be dlvlded Into 3 categories
American hisgtory, government, and the state and federal constitutions.
Awerlcan Institutions and ldeals have ugually been included as a sub-

division of one of these.

It 1B evident that this type of legiind ation varies primerily
ap to inclusiveness of Institutlons covered, thé extent to which the
course 1g required--with the possiblliity of offering an examlnation as
an alternatlive to 1it,; and the nature of limitatlons Imposed by the law,
which way range from detalled specifieations to a broad outline of

general intent.a

Liatad‘beiom are extracts Trom the laws of those states which
have enacted legislatlion on this sublJect.

ARKANSAS

No college or unliversity, normal aschool or chartered institution
of learning shall...grant to #ny student 2 degree unless he shall have
passed a course 1ln Amerlcan history and c¢ivil government equlvalent to
that provided for in geetion 1173 (1 full year's work)...(See. 11732, 1bid.).



CALIFORNIA
Sec. 10052. Beginning and continuation of instruction: Determination
of Extent. Instruction in the Congtitution of the Unlited States

ghall begin not later than the opening of the elghth grade and shall
continue 1n the high zchool courge and in courses in State colleges, the
univeraities, and educational departments of state, munlcipal, and
private institutions; to an extént to he determined by the Superintendent

of Public Instruction. (Enacted 1943).

Sec. 10052.1 Begiec Instruction in certaln sublects prerequlsite to
advanced courses. Bagic instruction in geogreaphy, United States
history, ¢lvics, the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of
the United States, and 1n American Institutions and ideals as prescribed
by sections 10051, 10052 and 10302 of this code shall be prereguisite to
participation by puplls 1In advanced courses Involving the study of -
 oblems 1n sociology, politlcal sclence, economlcs, forelgn trade, and
foreign affairs. (Added by Stats. 1947, Ch. 1482, section 1).

Sec. 10053 Passage of examinetion: College and university transfers.
No pupil shall recelve a certificate of graduation from any school
descrlbed In section 10052 unless he has patisfactorily passed an -
examination on the provisions and prineiples of the United States Con-

stitutlon end in American history.

& student of & college or university who after having completed a
ecourse of instruction presceribed by this article and successfully pasased
an examination on the provisions and principles of the U.3. Constlitutlon
and in Amerlcan hilstory, trensfers to another college or unlverslty,
ghall not be required to. complete another such course or pass such an
examinatlon as a condition precedent to hig graduation from the college
or university (Atended by Stats 1948, Chi 274, section 2).

GEORGIA -

All schools and celleges 1n this state that are sustalned or in any
manneyr gupported by publice funds shall give instruction in the
esgentials of the United States Constltution and the Conmtlitution of
Georgla, ineluding the study of snd devotlon to American ins#tutions and
ideals, and no gtudent in sald school and college shall recelve a
certifilcate of graduation wilthout previously passing & satislactory
examination upon the provisions and prineiples of the United 3tates Con-
stitution end the Constltution of the Stde of Georgla. (Sec. 32-706, Georgia

School Lews, 1942).

MISSOURI

In 8ll public and private mchools (except privately operated trade
schools)...there shall be gilven regular courses of instruction in the
Congtitution of# the United Stateg and of the State of Missourl, and in
American history, including & study of American insgtitbions. (Mo. School

Laws, 1947, sec. 10373).
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Suech instruction...shall begin not later than the opening of the
seventh grade, and shall continue in the high schcol courses and In
the courses In State colleges and unlversltles and, to an extent to be
determined by the State Commissioner of Education. (Sec. 10374, 1ibild.).

No pupll shall receive a certificate of graduatlon from any school
degeribed In section 10373, unless he has satlsfactorily passsed an examin-~
ation on the provisiong and principles of the Constitution of the United
Stateg and of the State,...and in Amerlcan hilstory. includlng the study

of Amerlcan institutions. (Sec.10374-a, 1bid.).

NEVADA

in all the public and private schools, colleges, and unilversities
ingluding the Nevada school of Industry...there shall be gilven Instruction
in the essentlals of the Constlitutlon of the United States and the Con-
gtltutlon of the 3tate of Nevade, including the origin and history of
sald constitutlons and the study of and devotlon to Amerlcan institutions
gnd ideals; and no student...ghall recelve a certificate or diploma with-
out previously having passed & satlsfactory examination upon the said

constlitution.

The instrﬁctien provided for..,shall be given during a8t least one
year each of the elementary, the high school, and the college grades.

¢{Nevada School Codes, 1935s; p. 118}).

OKLAHOMA

In al1ll publlc, p&rochial, and prlv&té schoold, colleges, and
universitles...there shall be. taught by reading and diseuseging regular
courses. lecturess and Inastruetlon &xn. the, Constltution of the United
States; and it shall_be the duty of the State Board of Education to pro-
vide rules and regulations for the earrying out of the provislons of
thig Act, provided, that the conditions of this blll shall not be con-
strued to necessitate the adoption of additional textbook or books.

(School Laws of Okla., 1943, sec. 14).

No puplil or student shall recelve & certiflcate of graduatlion from’
any such school raferred to in Seetlon 14 unless he or she has
satisfactorily pessed an examinatlon on the provisions and principles
of theUnited States Conetltution to an extent to be determined by the

State Board of Education. ({Sec. 15, 1bld.).

No college or unlverslty shaell grant any student any degree unless
he has pa&ssed a4 course 1n American history and wivill government.

(8ec, 13, 1ibid.).

SOUTH CAROLINA

A1l hlgh schools. colleges and universities sustained...by public
funds shall give instruction 1In the essentials of the Unlted States
Congtitutlon, lncluding the study of and devotlon to American instlitutions
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and ideels, and no student in said schools...shall recelve a certificate
of gradustlon without previously passing a satlsfactory examination

upon the provisions and principles of the United States Constltution,

and shall alzo s&tlisfy the examinling powersg of hils or her loyalty thereto.

The instruction provided for...ghall be given for at least one
year of the high schools, colleges and universities, respectlvely.

The state superintendent shall enforce the provisions of this act
and for this purpose he "shall prescribe suitabie texts adapted to
the needs of the high schools, colleges,"ete. {Sec. 5324, 1bid.)

TEXAS

There shall be gilven 1n all colleges and unlversities supported
by public funds & course In American Government with speclal emphasis
uporr the Constitutioneg of the Unlted States and of Texas, which course
shall be given for at least 3 fifty winute periods per week for not
legs than 12 consecutlve weeks, or 1ts equivalent 1f given in summer
sesglons. No student shall bhe graduated from any such college or
unlversity who has not passed & satlisfactory examination in such college
or unlversity course In the college or university from which he 1g
gradguating or 1n some other eollege or unlverslty which he may have
attended previously. (Art. 2663 b-1, sec. 2, ibid.)

WASHINGTON

There shall also be one-guarter or gemester course of Washington
State history and government in the curriculum of all teachers'
colleges and teachers' courses in all institutlons of educatlon. HNo
person shall he graduated from any of sald schools without completing
such course of study. (Ch. 203, 1941, Bession Laws of Wash.).

- WYOMING

All schools and colleges...ln any wmanner supported by public
funds shall give instruction In the essentlels of the Unlted States Con-
stitution and the constltutlon of this gtate, Including the study of and
devotion American institutions and ideals, and no student in saild
schools and colleges shall recelve a certificate of graduation without
previocously passing a satisfactory examination upon the provisions of
the United States Constitutlon and of the Btate.

Thiz instruction "shall be given for at least three years of
the grammar school and one year 1n the high school and college grades
respectively.” (School laws of Wyoming, 1937, sections 57 and 58).
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Laws of the following states requlire coursges in American history, civies
or related subjects in colleges and universities, but do not specifly whether

they are compulsory:

Alabama -~ Constitutlion of the United States

Arizona - Civics, economlcs, American political history and government.

Colorado -~ Constltution of the U.3.

Delaware ~ Constltution of the U.S.; Constitution of the State.

Idsho - Constitutlion of the U.S.

I1linois ~ American patrlotism and the princiles of representative
government, as enunclated in the American Declaration of
Independence, the Constitutlon of the United States of
America, the Constltution of the State of Illinoip, theproper
use and display of the American flag. (Taught in all public
schools and in &1l other educational institutlons supported
wholly or partly by pu¥blic funds).

Louigians - Constitution of the United States.

New Jersey - Constitutilon of the Unlted States.

Oregon ,~ Constitutlon of the Unlted States

Penneylvanla - Constitutlion of the United States.

South Dskota ~ Constltution of the United States.

Utah = Congtitutlon of the United States.
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Background of Sections 40.22 (1) and 40.77 {1) of the
Wisconsin Statutes

Section %40.22 (1}

Subsection {1} goes back to 1863, when Chapter 155, section 55,
enumerated the sublecte to be trught in thepublic schools. In the 1878
Statutes this provision appears as section 447. The provisions concerning
the teaching of history, of the Constltution of the U.S. and the State
of Wipconsin, and of c¢itlzenshlp, however, were not in the original
section, but were added at later dates.

Chapter 14, Laws of 1871, added the state and federal constitutlons
to the llist of subjects.

Chapter 354, Laws of 1897 (Bil1l No. 103, A.) amended section 47 by
adding history to the list. This abdb was a general revision of chapter
27 of the statuteg pertaining to the common schools.

Chapter 81, Laws of 1921 (B111 No. 128, S., introduced by
Smnator KucKuk), Bmended section 40.30 (1) (renumbered from section 447)
by adding cltilzenship to the list. Section 40.30 (1] was renumbered
section #0.22 (1) by chapter 425, Laws of 1927.

Section 49.%7 {1)

Seetlon #0.77 {1) was created as section %0.36 (1) by chapter 21,
laws of 1923 {Bill No. 108, S.) introduced by Senator Cashman, and
was renumbered to be 40.77 (1) by chepter k425, Lews of 1927 (Bill No.
13: 8., Introduced by the Committes on Judilcilary).

. While B111 No. 108, S., was under consglderation Senstor Cashman
made & speech in its behalf whilch wasg later printed. He had Introduced,
this bill, because he belleved that Awmerican history textbooks.

were belng influenced by and perverted by English propagends, that the
history of the Americédn Revolutlion was belng rewriitten from & pro-
English point of view. 1In 1923 there appears to have been considerable
antl-British sentlment throughout the country. and Senator Cashman

wag volelng locally opinions which were apparently shared by numerous

people elsewhere.
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