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IN'l'RODUC'l'LON 
·., .. 

. ' .' 

'l'HE ORGANIZA'l'ION OF 'l'RAFFIC LAW 
ENFORCEMEN'l' AGENCIES IN 'l'HE 0 .s. 

Pb;rsu~ht .to. a request from the Committee on Motor Vehicle 
Accider,jts o:f. the Jtegislative Council, the Legislative Reference Li-

: brary · 'undertqok to; secure certain information regarding the organiza­
tion And operation,IRf:the agencies charged with the enforcement of 
traffic laws in the f!~Veral states. 'l'he lack of available information 
relating to .many of the questions proposed by the Committee suggested 
the advisability'of submitting a questionnaire to the proper authority 
in each state. Replies were received from 33 states. Many of the 
replies included additional information whi.ch was of great value in 
providing data on subjects which the limits 'of the questionnaire 
precluded•us;'from inquiring into . 

. ;; ·. ;, 

State level law enforcement agencies are more than a century old, 
the Texas Rangers having been established in 1835, 3 years before 
Wisconsin became a territory,. 'l'he modern state-wide enforcement 
agencies began with the Connecticut State Police of 1903 and the 
PennsylV(I.nia S.tate Police of 1905. 'l'he mov.ement gained impetus slowly 
with oriiY 4 agencies being created between -lSUO. al')d 1919 and 13 be­
tween 1920 and 1929· 'l'he greatest developmetit' occurred between 1930 
and 1939 when 25 states created a state-wide· enforcement agency. Only 
4 such agencies were created after 1940 to complete the roll of 48 
states. · 

·Obviously the earliest agencies were created' b'erore the motor 
vehicle constituted an enforcement problem. Logfcally it would seem 
that the growing importance of intercounty and interstate motor vehicle 
travel would have resulted in an increase in the number of such agen­
cies and the rise in the number between 1920 and 1940 bears this out. 
Other enforceme.nt.problems were arising simultaneously, however, and 
as a result there-were more state-wide agencies created with general 
police powers than 'with jurisdiction over traffic law ·enforcement 
exclusively. 

'l'oday .every state has some form of s,tate:i-lide agency for the 
enforc·emf.l}lt. of t-raffic regulation. More. o_.ften· tnan. not, they have 
gene·ral·pblice powers and were created independen.t•.<;>f the motor ve­
hicle licensing and registrat;:j;qp_orgapizci'~,:i.on,. :wriere the enforcement 
agency. is par.t of --the same.;org;a,riiZat'ion as motor vehicle licensing, 
it is. more probable th?t the ·e11forcement .agency has limited powers. 

• • -·, ' • ,:. J- _, • 

•, 
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THE DEVELOPMENT IN WISCONSIN 

Although Wisc_on,sin is normally cred.ited -wii·i:J< having established 
a traffic law enforcement agency in 1939 when the Motor Vehicle Depart­
ment was created, actually the enforcement function was started much 
earlier. In 1917 by Chapter 617 the Secretary of State was authorized 
to request the inspectors of the Dairy and Food Department -and· the · · 
the Oil· •Inspel::t_ion: DepartiJlent ·to make reasonable investigations of the 
l:l:censing and Vehi~le Safes·laws and to appoint additional inspectors. 
·In ·1921 by. Chapter 265 the secrl!)tary was authorized t% :appoint from 
2 to 5. additional .inspectors to detect and punish violators··. of what 
were .then section!! 1636-47 and 1636-48 of the statutes;· ··In 1930, 
5 such ·inspectors exi.sted, namely; H. G. Bell, c. c. Bennett, ·G. s. 
Cook, A.M. Hoanstad·and G. K. Woodworth. · · ... 

'' 
·The number of agencies concerned with the enforcement of -laws · 

relating to mo.tor vehicles was increased to 4 by Chapter 390, Laws. 
of 1925, which authorized the Highway Commisl!ion to appoint not more 
than 10 of their employes to enforce Chapters 85 and 194 of the 
11tatutes relating to the law of the road and automobile carriers. 

In 1926 one traffic officer was appointed and in 1931 the number 
was increased to 5· In 1932 a study by the Legislative Reference 
Library indicated 5 such officers existed. Incidentally in 1927 by 
Chapter 44 the county highway committees·were authorized to appoint 
highway traffic officers outside the sheriff's department. 

The number of agencies was increasE!Ci to 5 in 1931 when Chapter 
454, Laws of 1931, authorized the Railroa·d Coni111ission to appbint 
agents or inspectors to investigate violations under Chapter 194 re­
lating to the ton mile tax. These inspectors were authorized to 
enter places of business _wh_ere vehicles were kept, stop vehicles, 
inspect them, and the men were given the powers of sheriffs in the 
discharge of their duties. In 1932 a study by the Legislative Refer­
ence Library indicated that 8_ such officers exist.ed. ·' :: 

. ,: -

The Interim Traffic Committeel created by Jt. Resolution 121, S. 
in 1929 in its report to the l93l,Legislature advocated a unified 
state traffic patrol with powers limited ·to traffic regulation. · · 

·Thus by 1933, 5 state agencies wer~ eqtrusted with some phase of 
the enforcement of laws relating to motor:. vehicl~?s. In that year by 
Chapter 461 a new chapter qf th~ statu~{!~:, 109, was created and the 
State Inspection Bureau was . e~tabl,ii!J'led ·in·; tq.~. S~c:t~e 1Teasurer·' s 
Office, and the functions. relatlllgto mqtor.vehi~les then perf'oruled 
by the Dairy and Food Departm~nt, · tne· Oi.:l.. IJ:)specti0n Department,·· the 
Secretary of' State and the 'l'raffic: Division of the Highway Commission 
were consolidated with other functions of this Bureau. Only the 
Railroad Commission 1nspectors remained independent. Section 109.06 
specifically authorized the new agency to enforce the provisions of 
Chapter 85 regulating highway traffic and to assist in enforcing 
Chapter 194. The section authorized the use of portable weighing 
devices and the unloading of overweight vehicles. The Blue Book re-
ports 5 automobile license inspectors and not to exceed 10 traffic 1 
inspectors in 1933 and 1935 and 8 traffic inspectors in 1937· 'lbe 1 

1936-37 report of the agency also lists 8 traffic inspectors. 
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During the fiscal years 1936-37 and 1938-39 the traffic inspec­
tors of theState Inspection Bureau carried out the following 
activities: 

No. of trucks weighed and cars and·trucks 
checked .•.......•....• -.- .......... , ........ . 

No. underlicensed ........ • ............... . 
'l'ickets written . ........................ .-. 
.Number no license . ..•...........•••....... 
Complaints completed . .....•.. ~ ...........• 
No. oVerloaded ................ -•... • ....... _. · 
No. warned ........•.. ... -......••......... • .• 
No. unloaded • ............... • .•...•....•..• 
NO. arrested ......•........ -.. -............ . 
Drunken drivers convicted ••••••••••••••••• 
Drivers tests ...•...... -. .................. . 
Applications issued for duplicate 
- drivers licenses .. _. .............•..... •. 

1936-37 

2,094 
1,085 
4,298 
2,225 

575 
188 

2,478 
62 

2,014 

1938-39 

7,080 
1,706 
2,873 

929 
192 
154 

2,750 
60 

. 1,538 
36 
39 

476 
Applications issued for duplicate license 

plates •••.•.•.••••.••.••.. -•••..••.•.. ~.. 363 
Amount of fines .......... • .. •• • ...... · .. • • $19~l03•50 $14;~39·00 
Amount of costs........................... 7;968.59 6,576.68 
License fees collected.................... 145,986.98 115,233.03* 

.. On ITtilY 1 i93~ b¥ Re6i-~kn;!.za~iqn ,Rr~E!r: No' 1() under the authority 
of Sf'Oction 4, dkapt&r 9 J spec;l.a1..~S&~si~tl'if>i' 1937, fl new division of 
the ~ax CommiaS16n khbwn as th~ ~t~t~ ln~pectibri ahd'Enforcement 
Det>ai'tment was created under a board consisting of the directors of 
the Tax Commission, Department of Agriculture and Markets, Public , 
Service Commission and Conservation Commission, and the secretary 6f 
the State Board of Health. All the functjons of the State Inspection 
Bureau and the functions of the Public Service Commission.relating 
to the inspection of motor transportation under Chapter 194 were 
transferred to this division thereby establishing all of the functions 
relating to the enforcement of traffic and motor vehicle laws in a 
single agency for the first time. Due to a change in administration 
the State Inspection Bureau was re-established in the State Treas­
urer's Office and by Section 4 of Chapter 413, Laws of 1939, the 
reorganization program was nullified. 

Finally in 1939 when the Tvlotor Vehicle Department was created 
by Chapter 410, a division of Inspection and Enforcement was created 
under a director appointed for 6 years by the commissioner with the 
advice and consent of the governor. 'l'he same law transferred the 
powers of the Railroad Commission, then the Public Service Commission, 
to the Motor Vehicle Department. 'l'he law did not specify the number 
of patrolmen to employ. 

In 1941 by Chapter 285 the law was amended to place an upper 
limit of 55 on the number of enforcement officers to be selected and 
the prohibition against their use in strikes was inserted.· This 
law described the employes as traffic officers for the first time •. 
1'his same. chapter made the division responsible [!or the enforcement 
of the itinerant merchant law. Finally in 1949 an additional 15 

*Data from a typewritten report submitted to tQe Governor, Sept. 29, 
1939, by Lawrence c. Whittet, Supervisor, State Inspection Bureau. 
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men were added :to tn~ division and tnecse men·, plus 10 others; were 
assigned to the specific superv'ision··of the· commis·ii'ioner ·to enforce 
the weight restrictions on trucks. 

made 

1943 

In the· ·period since· 1941 se.v:eral unsuccessful atte~i>ts were 
to increase the ~;~ize of tl.i~ :~~~9.r:<;:~nierit agency.· · ' · 

- ~ . . ( . ' . 
· Bill No. 4o2, A • proposed' to : iri.crelise the upper limit to 75 •. 

. ~ • .-- . .. • • .. ' • • ~ ! ' .. • . - • - • 

19lf5 .. Bill 
·with 
·:were 

No. 257~ s. proposed a State'Department ofPublic Safety 
authority to appoint such' additional police employes .. al! 
deemed necessary. · · · · · ' · · · · · · · · · · · 

. BiU No. 
'90 men. 

. • • ~ t • 

405, .A.• propose:d: to fncrease the· state- :Pa·trdl to · 
' . . . . . . . . .. . . ; . : . 

' . . . . 

Bill No. 4o; ·s. propo'sed 't'ransf'erring ·tne ·±nspei!hon and 
Enforcement Division to the Highway Coiilmi13!liohi 

. . . . . . . . '- . . . . ~ . . . . . 

Bill No. 151, s. propos~q a.state highway safety patrol of 
·not over 255 men. · · · · · · 

' . . .. 

19§1 · Bill .. No. 688, A, propq~;~ec;i to 'increase . the upper limit' 'from 
55 to 80 men. · · · · · · · · 

The results Of the.questioruiaires returned by.33'States are,· 
summarized .. :i.n tne f'ollowing pages. The material·:is summarized. in 
14 topics, eacn of which is treated as a unit·. The summary of. each · 
topicJippears on.the even~n\,lmbered page andthe statisti.cal data 
on which each summary_ is based appears_on thepage following the 
summary.:! .. _, 

.:, . 
' ... · 

.. . . -
. r , 

,, .. 

.: . 

. - ... ~, 

( 



S'l'Nl'IS'l'ICAL TABLES AND 'l'HEIR EXPLANATION BY 'l'OPIC 

Even-numbered pages contain explanation of the topics 
Odd-numbered pages contain statistics on the topics 
Footnotes for each table appear on the·same page and 

preceding page 
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'rOPICi.: 'l· WHAT IS 1'HE NAME AND POSITION :J:N STATE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
TRAFFIC LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY? 

Almost without exception the agency entrusted with the enforce­
ment of traffic laws has the words police or patrol in its title. 
In 17 cases they are called State Police and in 16 cases Highway 
Patrol. Similar names, such as State Patrol(3 times), Police 
Department(2 times), Highway Police(l time), Safety Patrol(3 times), 
State Troopers(l time) and Motor Patrol(l time) are also used. 3 are 
called the Department of Public Safety. In Wisconsin the agency is 
called the Division of Inspection and Enforcement of the Motor Vehicle 
Department. 

More often than not the enforcement agency is a divi~ion of a 
larger unit. In only 5 of 27 states reporting on this item is the 
enforcement agency an independent department. Tl"'e parent organization 
is generally the Highway Department, Department of;Publi6 Safety, 
·or the Motor Vehicle Department. In 11 cases the traffic enforcement 
unit is responsible to a Department of Public Safety, and. in 6 cases 
to the Highway Department. In a few cas.es the parent organization 
is called the Department of Law Enforcementj Public,serv:tlle.Commission, 
Division of State Police, Department of' Motor Vehicles d.hd the · 
Motor Vehicle Department. 

Typically; therefore, the state level traffic law enforcem.ent 
agency is called the State Police, it is a subordinate unit and is 
responsible to a larger organization called a Department of Public 
Safety. 

STATISTICAL DATA: (See next page) 
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TO?IC 1. THE NME A:'ID POSITION IN STATE GOVEID.'ME}'T OF THE ~.RAFFIC ENFbRCEJ<IENT 

State 
Ala. 
Ariz. 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Colo. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fla. 
Ga. 
Idaho 
Ill. 
Ind. 
Iowa 
Kans. 
Ky. 
La. 
Maine 
Mdl. 

i •··' MasSI 
Mich~ 
Minn. 
MisS~ 

Mo. 
Mont> 
Nebr. 
Nev. 
N.H. 
N.J. 
N.M. 
N.Y. 
N.C. 
N.Dak. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I. 
S.C. 
S.Dak. 
Tenn. 
Texas 
Utah 
Vt. 
Va. 
Wash. 
W.Va. 
Wis. 
Wyo. 

AGENCY. 
Is it a 
division 
of a lar-

Official Name ger ~~it? 
Dept. of Public Safety(!) 
Ariz. Highway Patrol(l) yes 
Dept. of Ark. State Police no 
Cal.State High~<ay Patrol(l) 
Colo. State Patrol 
State Police Dept. 
Del. State Police yes 
Fla. High~1ay Patrol -:es 
Ga. State Patrol yes 
State Police (1) ·~-
Ill. State High1·ray Pol:i.<le yes 
Ind. State Police Dept. no 
Hi~rh>~a.y Safety Patrol(l) yes 
Ka;J.s. Highway Patrol(l) c.-.-
Ky. State Poli~il · ~-~ 
Division of State Polibe(l) :,<es 
Maine State Police "-~ 
Md. State Pblicie(l) .u~.-
Mlis's' State Police yes 
Mich, state Poltce -·-
lt!.i)n, S~ate"High>~ay Patrol , yes 
MiSs. Highway Safety Patrol(l) io..l. .. 
Mol state Highway phtrol nd 
Moht. Highway Patrol 
Nebr. Safety Patrol 
Nev. Highway Patrol yes 
N.H. State Police(l) 
Division of State Police yes 
N.M. State Police 
N.Y. State Troopers(l) yes 
N.c. State Highway Patrol yes 
N.Dak. Highway Patrol no 
Ohio State Highway Patrol yes 
Oklahoma Highl;ay Patrol yes 
Dept. of State Police 
Pa. State Police 
R.I. State Police(!) 
S.C. Highway Patrol(l) yes 
Division of Motor Patrol(l) yes 
Highway Patrol(l) yes 
Dept. of Public Safety(l) 
Utah High>~ay Patrol yes 
Dept. of Public Safety 
Dept. of State Police 
i1fash. State Patrol no 
'I/. Va. State Police yes 
Div. of Insp. & Enforcement yes 
Wyo. High•1ay Patrol yes 

(l)From Book of the States, 1952-SJ. 
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Is there 
a person 

Name of larger unit in charge? 
-----------:--':"'"--:~--~-

High>~ay Department 
-------------------- yes 
___________________ .... J-

-----------------~~-' . I 
state High>~ay Dept1 
Dept. of Public Safety 
Dept. of Publio Safet# 
Dept . of La~< Ertf, ( i) 
Dept, of Public Safety 
--------~------------
Dept. of Public Safety(!) 

-------~------------
Dept. of Public Safety(l) 

Dept. of Public Safety 
_,.__..:;..;,~o. ____ .... _______ ~_ 

D~pt. of Highways 
Public service Commission 

Public Service Commission 

--------------------
Dept. of La~' & Pub. Safety 

Division of State Police(l) 
Dept. of Motor Veh~cles 

Dept. of Highways 
Dept. of Public Safety 

Motor Vehicle Division(!) 
State High,,1ay Com.(l) 
Dept. of Safety(l) 

Dept. of Public Safety 
--·------------------
--------------------
-------------------

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 

yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
no 

yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

1!I.Va. Dept. of Pub. Safety yes 
Motor Vehicle Dept. yes 
Highway Dept. no 
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'l:OPIC 2. WHA'l' IS. 'l'HE RELA'l'IONSHIP .BETWEEN THE MO'l'oR\rEHICLE 
LICENSING AGENCY AND THE TRAFFIC LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCY? 

r •• 

• ; + • • 

In 36 cases the state level agency re'sponsible for· 
licensing of·motor vehicles is separate from the state.level. 
agency responsible for enforcement of the traffic laws. Only 
in Arizona, Delaware,-- Idaho, Iowa, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Jersey, North·Carolina, North Dakota, South Carolina, Wiscon­
sin and Wyoming are the 2 functions carried on .by the same 
agency. Where the function is within the same department, 
it is normally the Highway Department or an integrated law 
enforcement department. 

· In T· of· the 12 cases where the licensing and enfor.cement· 
functions are in the same department, .'the .depart.ment does not ... :. 
have full police powers. In 6 cases where the 2 functions a;re 
separate the department concerned with enforcement.does not have 
full ·police powers. · In other words, in 3 of 4 cases the .law .. 
enforcement· agency has flill police powers ... 

. ·' ~ .· 

' . 

. ' .. ·, 

STATISTICALDATA: (See next page) ·' :. 

',; 

. ": 

:·· 
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TOPIC 2. THE RELATim! OF LICENSING AND ID.'FORCEMENT AGENCIES. 

State 

Ala. 
Ariz. 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col6. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fla. 
Ga. 
ldalio 
ill. 
Ind. 
Iot·ra 
Kans. 
Ky. 
La. 
Maine 
Md. 
Mass. 
Mich. 
Minn. 
Miss. 
Mo .• 
Mont. 
Nebr>. 
Nev. 
N.H. 
N.J. 
N.M. 
N.Y. 
N.C. 
N.Dak. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I. 
S.C. 
S.Dak. 
Tenn. 

Texas 
Utah 
Vt, 
Va. 
l~ash. 

1ti.Va. 
l'iis. 
Wyo. 

Agency Responsible for Motor 
Vehicle Licensing and Registration 

Dept. of :£l.evenue, ~I.V. & Lie. Div. 
Highway Dept. 1 Motor Vehicle Di v. 
Revenue D~pt., Motor Vehicle Div. 
Dept. of ¥otor Vehid~es 
D~pt . Of tihenues 
Motor Vehillle :Qept 
Motor Vehible Div.,Stat!l High.Dept. 
i"iotor Vehicle Dept. 
l>J.6tor V. Tag Unit, Dept . of Rev. 
Dept. of Law ~nforcement 
Office of Secy. of State,Auto.Dept. 
Bureau of Hotor Vehicles 
Public Safety Dept. 
M. V. Dept., St. Highway Com. 
Dept. of Motor Transport 
Dept .of Rev. ,M. V. Div. 
Office of Secy. of State 
Dept. of Motor Vehicles 
Div. of ~lot or Vehicles 
Office of Secy. of State 
Office of Secy. of State 
Dept. of Hotor Vehicles 
Dept. of Revenue 
Office of Registrar 
Dept.of Roads&Irriga.,M.V. Div. 
Div. Of M.V. Registration, P.S.C. 
Motor Vehicle Dept. 
Dept. of Law and Pub. Safety 
Motor Vehicle Dept. 
Dept. of Taxation & Finance 
Dept. of Motor Vehicles 
Motor Vehicle Dept.,Highway Dept. 
Bureau of M. V. , St .Highway Dept . 
Tax Commission 
Office of Secy. of State 
Dept. of Revenue 
Executive Dept. ,Registry of M. V. 
Highway Dept., M.V. Div. 
Office of Secy. of State 
Dept. of Finance&Taxation & 

Dept , o!' Safety 
Highway Dept. 
M.V. Div., Tax Commission 
Dept. of l4otor Vehicles 
Div.of M.V., Dept. of Finance 
Dept. of Licenses 
Dept. of Motor Vehicles 
Motor Vehicle Dept. 
M.V. Div., Highway Dept. 

. ... 
<ll!IJ 
P,O> ., .... 
!IJ() 

"' Q)~ 
]ru 

Agency Responsible for +> $ 
Highway Patrol l'! ~ 

~<II 
,.· .. , o I' ,,I 0 t 

Dept. of Public Safkty - ires yes 
High~1ay Dept. ,Highii1hy Patr61 ho no 
State Police , . tee' 

8

s yes&no 
Dept . of Highwe.y Fat tiDl if ;Yea 
Highway Patrol yes no 
Police Dept. yes yes 
St .Police Div. ,Hight•ay Dept. no yes 
Dept. of Public Safety yes yes&no 
Hight<ay Pat. ,Dept .of Pub. Saf. yes yes. 
St.Palice,Dept. of Law Enf. no yes 
Dept. of Public Safety yes yes 
State Police yes yes 
Hight·Tay Pat. ,Pub. Safety Dept. no yes 
Highway Patrol yes yes 
Dept. of St. Pol ..• D~pt. of H!"':ay yes yes 
Dept. of Public Safety yes yes 
State Police yes yes 
Dept. of State Poliee yes yes 
Dept. of Public Safety yes yes 
State Police ;yes yes 
Dept. of High~1ays yes no 
Public Safety Commission yes no 
High~1ay Patrol yes yes 
Hight~ay Patrol yes no 
Safety Pat.,Dept.of Roads&Ir. no no 
Public Service Commission no no 
State Police yes yes 
Dept. of La~1 & Pub. Safety no yes 
State Police yes yes 
~ecuti ve Dept. yes yes 
Dept. of Motor Vehicles no no 
Highway Patrol, Hight<ay Dept. no no 
Div. of St .H'wy Pat. ,Dept .of · yes no 
Dept. of Public Safety Pub.Saf.yes yes 
Dept. of State Police yes yes 
State Police yes yes 
State Police yes yes 
Highway Dept. no yes 
Motor Patrol, Highway Com. yes yes 
Dept. of Safety yes no 

Dept. of Public Safety 
Highway Patrol 
Dept. of Public Safety 
Dept. of State Police 
State Patrol 
Dept. of Public Safety 
!4otor Vehicle Dept. 
High~1ay Patrol, Hight<ay Dept. 

yes yes 
yes yes 
yes yes 
yes yes 
yes yes 
yes yes 
no no 
no no 
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LRL-RB-107 
TOPIC 3· HOW MANY EMPLOYE:S. DO TRAFFIC LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES HAVE 

AND WHAT ARE THEIR FUNCTIONS? 

'The number of employes of state traffic law enforcement agencies ( 

in 1951 varied from 33 in Nevada to 1,997 in Pennsylvania. In 1951 
only 3 states, Nevada, North Dakota and Wyoming, had fewer than 
Wisconsin aecording to a ee111fF~·1rion-o-E~·tfie,~.QL,.,tlm~ Our 
own questionnaire bears out this same statement. Aside~he 
function· of traffic·· patrol, the,.major types of work are. clerical 
and communications. A few· states have specUic personnel assigned 
to driver-license examination, vehicle maintenance and truck weighing. 

" • • ; • c • ~ • .. 

. 'l'he. following data from the Book of the States' for 1952-53 lists 
the total personnel for state police and highway patrols as of J:uly 
1951 as follows: 

State Police Civilian Total State Police Civilian Total 

Ala.· 218 107 325 Nev. 31 2 33 
Ariz. . 99 0 99 N.H. 65 8 73 
Ark. 94 :;-:. 31 125 N.J. 485 120 605 
Cal. 1,330 4.$5· 1,785 N.M. 73 17 90 
Colo; 175 76 251 N.Y • 625 71 696 

Conn. 314 182 . 496 N.C. 423 .. 76 499 
Del. 118 38 156 N.Dak. 42 .. 8 50 
Fla 300 151 .·.· 45i OhiO 340 170 510 
Ga. 300 148 .. 448 Okla. 254 2bo 454 
Idaho ... 54 .,, r 71 12!5 Oreg • 325 34 359 

In. 501 270 77l Pa. t···soo 197. . 1,997 
' Ind. 307 160 467 R.I. . 76 15 91 

Iowa 162 291 453 s.c. 269 56 325 
Kans. 100 10 110 s .Dak. 24 4 28 
Ky. 227 92 319 Tenn. 387 162 549 

La. 310 48 : 358 Texas 684 309 9§~ Maine 128 42··· .~ ·. 170 Utah ' 76 10 
Md. 251 101 352 Vt. 58 1~~ 92 
Mass. 390 315 '705 Va. 384 533 
Mich. 678 216 894 Wash. 255 214 469 

-J 

216 262 Minn. 19 . 235 W.Va. 210 52' . 
Mis.s •. · 160 63' 223 Wis; · · . 70 6 76 
Mo. 260 163 423 Wyo; 33 '7 40 
Mont. 74 6 . 8o 
Nebr. 130 27 157 

( 
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LRL-RB-107 TOPIC 3. TOTAL AND TYPES OF PERSONNEL EMPLOYED BY STATE T.l1AFFX1il" . 

Ark. 
Colo. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fla. 
Ga. 
Ill. 
Ind. 
Kans. 
Ky. 
Maine 
~lass. 

Mich. 
Minn. 
Mo. 
Mont. 
Nebr. 
Nev• 

ENFD1WEMIDTT AGE~'CIES I 

2 
7 
7 

7 
60 
58 

(2) ' 

30(3) 
(2) 

4 
104 

2 
25 
23 
9 

11 113 •13 9 1 2 - - -
12 174 - - - - - 47 3 
56 309 ~00 - - - 3 47 r+6 
28 117 - - - - - - -
75 205 ~01 - - - - 55 8 
90 300 250 - - - J(l) 25(1) ~6(1) 
57 500 - - 2 - - 62 -
69 383 - - - - - - -
31 - 80 - - - - - -
40 207 170 - - - - 51 '7 
25 145 - - - - 6 4 5 
52 336 84 - - - - ~ ..l 

105 623 187 72 ... - 8 34 48 
12 216(4) 198 1 '~- - - 6 -
50 260 260 - ) - 4 4·8 -
- 84 72 - - 1 - 1(5) -

'7 118 114 :.. - - - - -
' 1 28 22 - - .._ - .. -

60 , 5o, : 531 4oo - - - - - . . -
No irfo:l:'m tion on this' auelstipn ~J<Cep tbta "' 
12 i 13 517 ... - - 51 -
- 4 42 - - -
1 60 448 387 - 36 16 

18 109 - 237 19 - - - 10 -
2 34 JlJ 230 10 3 - - 4 -
3 126 1777 906 - - - - - -

11 10 77 - - - - - 8(10) -
3 25 64 60 - - - 1 8 -

156 419 419 - - - - - -
51 26Lf(11) ~30 - - - - 79 6 
12 21)0 - - - - 6 20 -

35 

i- -

4 -

- 36 

- 67 174 

- 20 
- -- .. 

.-
55 

e(5)::. 

(6) 

- -
35 -

- 70 
- 41 

10 74 

' 

15 
4 

22 
8 

~04 

14 

5 

2 
l9 

46(9) 

9 
18 

4 
78 

9 
12 

N>S .~} 
N.M. 
N.C. 
N.Dak> 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
Utah 
Vt. 
Va. 
Wash. 
~~. va. 
Wis. 
Wvo. 

3 
1 

6 70 55 - - - - 26 - 25(12 -
9 40 - - - - - 2 -

Included 1n cler1cal, adm1nistrat1ve and total uniformed police~ 
Included in total uniformed. 
Included in 207 total officers. 

'OJ 
.p 
0 

E-< 

153 
251 
490 
153 
)86 
450 
920 
556 
131 
319 
185 
392 
999 
236-
445(7) 
119 
153 

28 
656 

90 
628, 
46 

640 
452 
370 

1984 
100 
101 
575 
494 
250 
105 

I 52 
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 

Of 216 officers, 18 engaged in supervision. 
1 radio operator and 7 of 8 driver examiners are part of 84 total uniformed 
officers. 

(6) 6 of 28 total uniformed officers are truck weight checkers. 
(?)Total given in report is 417. 
(8) 45 officers are administrative, 400 are troopers and 86 are specialists 

for total of 531; 15 civilians are administrative, 50 are clerical and 60 
are specialists for total of 125. 

(9) Includes 86 specialists who are part of 531. 
(lO)Of these 6 are also clerks. 
(ll)Includes 34 administrative personnel. 
(12)Part of the 70 total uniformed officers. 
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.. LRL-RB-107 

TOPIC 4. WHAT FUNCTIONS O'l'HER THAN' 'l'RAFFIC PATROL DOES THE AGENCY 
CARRY OUT? ~::: .:·:. 

Perhaps the least satisfactory reply to the questionnaire was 
received on the question relating'<to the functions other than· traffic 
patrol carried out. About a~l that can be concluded is:: 

' ' 
; 

1. Traffic:patrol i$ the_major function; 
2·· .ft.. variety of other functions are carried OJlt; 
3! Detailed analyses of work done are not generally available.• 

· Of the 31 states replying to this question, 16 indicated that 
from 5% to S5% of their time was devoted to enforcement of the crim-

. inal law. No other category was reported with as great frequency, 
but driver licensing, attendance at court, clerical and administrative 
duties, operation of radios, enforcement of other specific t'ax lawf! 
were among the items listed• · 

, The creation of a field 'torde . causes a temptation to utilize 
;,: BUCh !)eople for a variety of purpoSeS Which reduces the time they are 

,,cirkirig at their major task; . 'l'hii! is not necessarily bad, but as 
·~he traffic-increases, the job of patrolling increases and the 
addition of oj;her tasks l!lere_ly reduces t. he patrol effect.iveness 
fl!rthero~ Further discussion: of thi~ subject is found under · · 
Topic 7. · · 

... · STATISTICAL DA'l'A: (See next page) 

r·ooTNOTES FOR STATIS'l'ICAL DATA FOR 1'0PIC 4. 
(Continued from following page) 

_·•·._(.1
1

2
3

) Enforcement of all vehicle licensing laws 10%. 
( ) Full police jurisdiction on all state owned and leased 

property,·· Jur-isdiction in grain, fowl and armed 'theft laws, 
investigation of airplane accidents and control of reckless use 
of airplanes. No perce.ntage. given. . .. . . 

· (i4) Aj;>son 1.1%, general law.,and.·ars0n 4.1%, fish and game 24.3%, 
c0mmercial fish 1.4%. ·· • · . . · . . 

. 
1
1
6
5>. :Incl.u.ding driv~.r exame; registration and taxation. matters 26%. 

) Truck- weighing and registration 10%. : : .. ·::"' · 
17) Special patrols, assignments and complaints lO%i 
18) General enforcement 10%. . . . · . . 
19) Nontraffic patrol 5%, nontraffic accident investigation- 1%. 
!20) Criminal investigation, driver exams, escorts,. policing crowds, 

riots and disaster. No percentage given. 
Enforcement of auto dealer and peddler laws 10%. ·c·· " 
Commercial vehicle laws 30%. Registration and livestock inspec­
t'ion 10%. · 

-12,-
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LR!rRB·-107 
TOPIC 4-. FUNO'):'! 011S OTimR THAN THA.l!""'FI C LA.\"/ ENFORCEMENT CARRIED 6UT. 
~ 

Driver 
Mcense 

State Exhms 
Ark. lQ), 
Colo'· --~ 
Conn. ·-~ 

Del. ---
F1a; I .-.;_J.o 

Ga. ---
Ill. 2% 
Ind. 
Kana. 
Ky, ---
Maine ---
Mass. _ ....... 
MiCh. 2% 
Minn. 

___ ..,._ 

Mo. ---
Montt 

. ' ---
Nebr. (8) 
Nev. ---
N .H. ---
N.M. 5<' I' 
N.C. ---
H.De.k .---
Ohio ........... 
Okla. 'd .5;a 
Orag• ~ ........ 
a.' 6%(15) 
tall M; 
t. ll. .. ~ 

a, .£-l..::i.. 

vash. ---
.va. ---

p 
u 
v 
it 
I 
w 
w 
I 
is. 

~~~% 

fE:nforce-
~ent 
Orim.Law 

5)Sr _..__ 
.28% 
12% ---
---

25% 
10.9% 
NO inf'6 
20% 
10% 
20% 

i 22% 
. ·~-
10% 
---
( 8) 
---

30% 
10% 
---
---
....lolo .... 

2.5% 
--~ 

23% 
. ---
35% 
.U.,£1.'""-

2% 
---------lly_o • 

-(!)General serv1ce. 

I 

Coop. ,.lith Public u •. Motor Fuel ·Auto ILicens- Sl;l:l!f 
State & Livestock Tax & Har- Theft ing & ety 
A11:encies La~TS kets .. Laws LawJi, I I\~;tl L. EQ.ti_. 

10% ------ -~- --- ---
101; 5' .5% --- )l ...... _ ------ --- -·- --- 10% _:~-

--- --- _._ .... __ :.. .... _~ _ ........ 
--~ ~-,1,. -·- --- .o..i..J.<- L5% 
--- ..._ ... __ .... __ ..,. .... .... ._ ........... 

Mi.,,..:. -J.~ 
. . Ji1 --- --· --- ............. -·- --~ -~J.. 

_.__ 
mat ion --- -'-1.- ---... - --- --- - . ---

--- --- ---- --- --- ------ --- ---- --- --- ---
--- ·-- --- --- --- -~---- 5% --- --- JO% ------ i..·-- --- __ ...;. 

10% ~... ...... 
--- ..!.~.:.. --- --~ --- ~~-

--- --- --· --- --- __ .... 
--- --- --- --- --- _,..,;.. 
--- --- --- --- _ .... ~ 

.... ""' .... 
-- --- --- --- 15% ----
--- --- ---- --- eo% ------ --- --- --- -...:IOOo 

--- .... _~ ---- ... ~ ... _ ... r:--
--- ~~:.l.. 

,.. __ 
~..;..J,; .J.-.\.l. ---...._ ..... Jll,.,;..,4 --- ......... ~ --.i.i ---

,...j,.~ .!.l.ioo..i --- .I£. I.. ... .... ""~ --
.;..-40 .:..:...u. 

_ ... __ 
.:;.:..;..-. --- ~% 

~· --- --- --- --- ---
--- --- ---- --- --- f-0-'-
--- --- -~- --- ·-- !---
--- --- --- --- --- ----- _.,.._ --- --- 10%(21) --
--- -- --- --- --- f.--

O~her 
' 
..,. __ 
.L.--

lo%(1) 
.... _ .. 
(2) 
(J) 
,L....:~ 

29.4-%(4) 

.......... 
---
5% 

46%(5) 
15%('6) ----

(7) 
(8} 
(9) 
(io) 
--
(11) 
(12) 
(13) 
---
(14) 
---

lo%(16) 
10%(17) 
10~(18) 
6?,( 19) 
(20) 
---
(22) 

(2)A separate group in, organization is the weight division, but no indication of 
number. 

(3 )1951 report of activities sho"ed following breakdown: Aid to other officers 1%, 
attendance in court 1%, issuing driver.'s licenses 6'/a, radio operation 8%, office 
and reserve 12%, special details 6%, other nonpatrol 9%. patrol 57%. 

(4)Post duty 15%, special details 14.4%, criminal patrol and investigation 10.9%. 
accident investigation 4.8%, traffic court 3.5%, traffic patrol and investigation 
51.3%. . 

(5)Administration and reports 28%, fatigue and assignments 18%. 
(6)School bus regulation 5%. Miscellaneous 10%. · 
(7)Driver examining and safety ~mrk. No~percentage given. 
(8)0f 127 uniformed officers, 10 spend one-half time on drivers' licenses, 4 

spend full time on criminal investigation. 3 spend full time on public relations 
and 6 spend full time on radio. 

(9)0ther work includes enforcement of use fuel tax and driver licensing. 
(lO)Also operate state-wide teletype service, police state property and operate 

identification service. No percentage given. 
(ll)Escorts 5%. 

Footnotes continued on .Preceding page. 
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.. ''L'OP:W,'$.; ·HOW" IS THE.STATE TRAFFIC PATROL ORGANIZED? 

· ... E)!:cept ior the 3 smallest patrols, Nevacla, North Dakota and Wyom­
ing, each' of the: state patrols is divided inio some sort of subdivision 
under a,· supervisor. In the 3 exceptions the officers operate out of 
their homes. Normally there are district offices, and in some cases 
these are subdivided into subdistrict offices or posts. In most 

·cases. the patrolmen operate out of such district offices, but in 10 
·cases part or all of the patrolmen operate with their homes as their 
bases. In· a few cases the .. county. seat is the district headquarters, 
one: law provi<).ing that there be at; least one o:fficer per county, •. 

..• , ·.There arei5 po·ssible,c~ite~ia used for assigning patrolmen. In 
most·cases 2 or more of the:cr;l.ter;l.a are used. The most frequently 
useO. criteriort,i!l a¢cidet'lti'ate which appears in 28 cases. In 27 

.cases the trafi'ib load is used,ab a measure o:f where to put the 
employes •. In.l6.cases the·miles of highway is one of .the factors and 
in 4 .. cases area is a factor • :tn 5 cases population is .. also a factor. 

- .· ': ' 

~he ntimbe~ of·district·offices vary from 3 in Utah, 5 in Delaware 
.~nd 6 in Maine and Wisconsin to 342 in Nortn.Carolina, 98 in Penn• 
tJyl:Vania and 90 in Virginia. The mean number is about 35 districts 

.. :Go a. state. As the footnotes indicate the organizational pattern 
· determines in a large measure how many. district offices exist. 

'l'his pattern varies from an. organization 111 which th~ d1strict o:ffice 
maintains the.ra.dio center, l)af'racks, 'Cat' pools, maintenance crews 

.. to the type of organization· in which the 1rid.1vidua1 offi,eer wor~a . 
out. of his home or .a desk .in· the sheriff r s office • 

. ; : 
. __.. ' . { 

S.TATIBTICAL ·rui.TA: (S~e next page): 
';,..; 

'· j.··;., 

FoOTNOTEs PoR s1'ATfSTICAL. DATA FOR T~P:tc 5 .. ·· .... 
,_.;' 

. (.Continued froin following·: page) · · · ·· 

13)2. divisions, 8 district~:!, 68 detachments. Men operate from. homes. !
12)To be increased when patrol increased frOOI 448 to. 650. 

14)Population and 1110tor vehicle registratiol'l• ' · · .... 
' 15)5 districts, 6 substations and 8 outposts, latter .consists o:f 

individual troopers operating from their homes.. . . , , ,· · .116 )Also" population. and· dlstribution, of. criminal :offenses, . 
'· 17-)Dist'ri.ct .. ,·o. ffices ,. county .seats ,.de'):ac~ment off'i<:es, own homes. 

18)26 detat:hmimts:and. 48·single officer posts. · 
. 19)Usually at·~ounty seat.. · . · · .· 

· · 20)Each off':l:cer maintains headquarter.& at home; .· Located in 55 
communities in 6 enforcement districts. 

( 21) In some county seats; ccimmiss:lortetr& have granted space in 
sheriffs 1 offices. 

. ,_· .. · .. ,, · .. ••' 

. ,, . -,i-,._,1· 

·:·-,. . ··;-~ '-'-· . ·· .. 
. ~ -

-14- • 1-

. . 

·<' . ' .. i .;:": J-. ·: 

·_,_ ~ 



LRL-RB-107 
TOPIC 5. ORGANIZATION OF STATE TRAFFIC PATROL • 

State 
Ark. 
Colo. 
Conn. 
Del. 
F1e .• 
Ga. 
Ill. 
Ind. 
Ka.ns. 
Ky • 
Maine 
Mass. 

i\iich. 
Minn. 
·•!o. 
~ant. 

<ebr. 
"ev. 
! .J'. 

.. M~ 
,c .. 
.Dak, 

hio 

N 

0 
b 
0 
p 

kla. 
reg. 
e .. 
tah 
t. 
a. 
ash, 

u 
v 
v 
~~ 

\' r .va. 
is. 
0. 

lv 
.!!x2. 

Ar-e fhere --
district 
sunervisors 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 
yes 
yes 

I ye$ . 

no 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
--
yes 
no 

. 

What is uriit 
from t1hich pa-
trolmen onerate 
district(1) 

(2) 
district 
district 

(3) 
district 

(5) 
district&home 
district 
district 
homes 
troof area 
subs ation 
posts 
district 
district(8) 
district(9) 
district&home 
homes 
distr1ct(10) 
district&home 
district,sub-
stations 
county 
home 

seat~ 

posts 
(13) 
district 
district 
district-home 
district(l5) 
homes 
(17) 
detachment ( 19) 
dist~Z:ct-homes 
homes 21) 

(l)All men live at home. 

~'! wh t basis 

area miles 
X " ... 
- X 

- -
- -
- -- X 
- X 
- -- -
- . -
- -
- X 

- -- X 
X -... X 
... .. 
- t 
- -
X X 

(11) ( 11) 

- -
- X 
- -.. 

- X 
- X 
- X 
- X 
X X 
- -- X 
- -
- X 

are patrrlmen a~signed i!fow many 
[>oats in . accident 

traffic frequency state 
X X 50 
X X 60 
X X 11 
- X 5 
X X(4) -- X 32 
X X 14 
X X 10 
X - 40 
X X(6) 14 
X X 6 
X X 26 

X X(7) 45 
X X 6~ 
X :lt 47 ... ~ 4i 
x X 42 
- -(7) 12 
X X 35 
X X 39 

(11) (11) .)4.2 

X - 37 

- X 41(12) 
X X 68(13) 
X X 24 
X X(14) 98 
X X -. J 
X X(16) 19 
X X(7) 90 
- X 74(18) 
X X 60 
X - 6(20) 
X X 24 

(2)From central office, district offices, county seats, own homes and substations. 
())Patrolmen divided into districts and divisions. Chain of command is from cen-

tral office, to division to district. 
(4)Law requires at least one officer per county. 
(5)Central office, district offices and own homes. 
(6)Population and geography. 
(?)Population. 
(8)]1ach man responsible to the district office, although he may work out of a county 

seat or be located in a town other than a county seat. 
(9)Police stations. 

(10)11 of 35 police stations are at district stations with supervision over the other 
24. 

(11)Patrolmen assigned on basis of (a) mileage of rure.l roads in county; (b) total 
county population; (c) total county registration; (d) no. of fatal accidents in 
county in past 5 years. Percentage taken on the basis of distributing 500 men 
according to the 4 above factors. 

Footnotes continued on preceding page. 
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LRL-RB-107 
'l'OPIC 6. 'l'HE HOUSEKEEPING FUNCTIONS FOR TRAFFIC PATROL VEHICLES. 

How are the vehiclesof the traffic patrol procured, fiJ1anced, 
·:stored, maintained and fueled? 

• •, • •'·~ • -~u.' ~ -~· ' 

In all of the 33 states reporting, the vehicles of the traffic 
patrol are owned by the state although in Wisconsin until recently 
the vehicles were owned by the patrolmen, and the transition to 
state owned vehicles is only partially complete. In every case the 
vehicles are procured on an outright purchase plan rather than on 
a rental basis. 

The method of! housing vehicles is about evenly· divided between 
keeping them at the tra;ff:I;c patrol headquarters or in state garages 
on one hand and making the vehicles the responsibility of ·•t!ie pa­
tr;olman on the other hand. In 3 cases both methods are used. 

More often than not, the l!laintenance of the .. vehicle is, provided 
in state operated facilities. In a .. few cases dealer contracts pro­
vide maintenance, and in other cases local garages are used. 

In 27 cases out of 33 the vehicles are refueled at state pumps. 
Only in the case of the officer own~d cars in Wisconsin are the 
vehicles refueled wherever the,officer happens to be. Generally 
pr.ovision exists. f.ol'. refueling at places other than state owned 
pumps if a need aris~s; bUt provision is,generally made for the 
pur·chase on a courtesy card in. these caseS:; . Officers carry from 1 
to 10 courtesy cards in various states; Insome instances the cour­
tesy cards are iss.ued only for those companies which meet .the con­
tract price es~ab1ishedby the stat~. 

STATIST1CAL DATA: (SEie next page) 

FOOTNOTES ~OR.STATISTICAL DATA FOR TdPIC b. 
·(Continued from the following page) · - · · · 
10) Emerge. ncy purcnasef; . on cred. it ·cards from· st_ate -wide companies, 
11) Courtesy_ cards with major companies. . ·. . ._ ... 
12 Maintained locally with Job going to lowest of 3 bids, 
13 Only.when state pumps·not.available.· 
·14 When state pumps. not available, courtesy cards with 11 companies. 
15 By credit card. 
16 In process of changing to state.owned. State now owns 28. 
17 At place where officer located •. State pays winter storage on 

state owned vehicles. 

~
18) State,on state-owned vehicles. 

· ,,. 19) Officer owned vehicles. only. · 
20) Credit card on state owned vehicles. 

-16-
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IRt-ll.B-107 
TOPIC 6. THE TRAFFIC P_'\.TROL VEHICLES 

-. \'lho furnishes .t 01.'1 ·chase . 11><;<1 

, vehicles Hot1 Procured \'/here i'/here iADY State Contract 

State State ~atrolmen Purche.se R<mt Garaged Serviced Station Pumns ~~~~ag~e 
Ark. X -- I 

X -- home state no yes yes 
Colo. X -- X -- I 

state&pri. state&pri. no yes yes(l) 
Conn. X -- X -- state&home state no 'l{es --
Del. X -- X . 

I state -- -- yes --
Fla. X --. X -- I home I. dealer 

_ .. 
~- --(2) 

Ga. X -- X -- l state state (2a) yes no 
Ill. X -- I X -- j officer state no yes yes 
Ind. X -- X -- officer state no yes 'lfSS 

Kans. X -- X -- officer officer -- -- yes 
Ky. X -- X -- officer state no yes (3) 
Haine . X -- X . -- home st!i.te no yes (4) 
J•Iass. X· .. -- X -- I 

stk.te s~at e no yes no 
Mich. X -- X "'- state state- no yes no. . 

officer I 
Minn. X -- X -~ I state&pri. state- no yes no(5) 

officer 
Mo. X -- I X -- ' 

officer state no yes (6) 
Mont. X I X ' state. no yes -- -- -- no 
Nebr. X -- X -- I officer dfja!et no yes -- -

N'lV• X -- I X t sta,te officer no no(?) 

I -- no 
N,J\ X _._ X -- I ~tat~ state po .· yes --
N.Iv!. it 

_ .. 
I X -- ;8ffJc~r ; ~ta ~e-'pri • ' 116 yes (8) 

1T,t:. X .;...~ ' X -- ~ff~cer · stfte . · ho yes yes 
N .• Dak. Jt ~~ X t I ' pr vat~ ... _ -- --(9) -- orne , 
Ohie X -...: X -- J tate&home state -- yes (10) 
bklk1 it -- X -- I hom.e state -- -- .:.(n) 
breg. X --

I 
X -- 1 state private(l2 no yes (11) 

Pa. X -- X -- 1 state state no yes yes 
Utah X -- X - ·home state no yes (13) 
Vt. X -- I X - -- contract no yes (14) 
Va. X -- X -- state state no yes (13) 
Wash. X -- X -- home state -- yes (15) 
W.Va. X -- X I-- state state no yes (13) 
Wis. X X(l6) X ~-- state(l7) state(l8) 1 yes(l9) -- yes(20) 
Wyo. X -- X -- state state po yes --
CODE: \'/here garaged Where serviced 

home = home of officer 
state & pri. = state & private 
stat@ = barracks or central garage 
officer = by officer 

state = state garage 
~ealer = authorized dealer of 

that make of car 
officer = officer determines 

Credit card good at all. major company stations. where serviced 
(1) 
(2) Each officer has 10 courtesy cards from major oil companies and attempts to 

from all. 
buy 

(2a) Emergency only. 
(3) Each officer carries courtesy cards of 6 major companies with which department 

has contract. 
(4) Credit card to lowest bidder. 
(5) From any of many contract stations >1ho sell at bid price. 
(o) Assigned gasoline coupon books purchased from companies. 
(7) i..ny station by use of credit cards. 
( 8) Carry all types of credit cards. 
(9) By credit card from any station. 
Footnotes continued on preceding page. 
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-'l~OPIC .. 7. HO'l-1 IS 'l'HE PA'l'ROLMAN 1S 'flME USED? 
-· --- - . . . .. - ... 

·-· .. 

Although the traffic patrolman's pri'fnary function is to patrol 
the roads, a substantial part of his working day is utilized for 
other duties. Of 26 states reporting, the· proportion of 'tiine actually 
Qevoted to patrolling varied from 25% in"Michigan·to 90% in Oklahoma. 
'l'h.e average time used. for patrol is about 60%. · · 

- . ---

What happens to the- remaining time? From l to 15%. o:f the tlme 
:j.s used in court· appearances. · Thiljl averages at about 6% of the · : 
time. Other major act'ivities include: office routine, reports and 
administration, conducting examinations;· inspecting vehicles, in­
service training, truck-Weighing,radio"wdrk, special details. 
In 16- s·tates time is allotted for in-seririce training. This varies 
from .2% to 57h 25 st-at·es report' time used for r('!porting, adminis­
tration and office routine varyin~ from_3% to 37%·of th~ total time • 

. ', .. , 

In some places certain of the. duties normally assigned to t:t'affic 
officers are asslgned'to a clerica'l,.emp],oyee. Illinois uses·less 
highly classified employees for truckw~ighing. Some states use 
clerical employees for_administe:r;tng driver's license examinations. 

• • - -· f : ·~ • -.' .. 

S'lV.TIS'l'ICAL DA'l'A: 
" .'· . 

. ·. 

·. ,· 
.. '- ··.:· 

. ': 

'· ... 

. '' . .. ~ : 
• ! .• 

~ .. · .. , . 

·; .:·· . ··-

·.·. 
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TOPTC 7 US:!!l OF P11TROLMAN 1 S TI!iE EXPRESSED P! PERCENTAGE --"-"=Fo . . . 

State 
,1\.rk. 
Colo. 
Conn. 
Del. 
:E'la. 
Ga. 
Ill. 
Ind. 
Kans. 
Ky. 
Maine 
Mass. 
Mi(!h. 
M:i.nn. 
!46. 
N6nti 
:Nebr. 
Fi<::v. 
1T.J. 
li! .N. 
LC. 
N.Dak. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
0 
p 

reg. 
a. 
•tah u 
v 
v 
t. 
a. 

.1ash. 

.'l.Va. 
·its. \ 

" 

' 

I 

I 

Public 
Patrol- Rela-
ling tiona 
50 10 
60 5 
70 10 
60 5 
59 1 
57 -
65 4 
5l.J 14.4 
No info wmatioh 
67 5 
No info \:-mat ion 
(~) 
25 1 
45 5 
60 .5 
No info mation 
89 1 
30 .5 
?0 10 
70 -
66 5 
60 5 
34 -
90 2 
80 -
No info mat ion 
6.5 5 
32 1 
No info mat ion 
56 2 
33-1/3 1 
50.1.5 -
(1.5) 

I Reports 
Inspect- & Admin- Office 
ing Court istration Routine 

0 5 5 -
5 5 10 3 
- 10 5 5 
5 5 10 5 
- 4 1 5 
- 1 i- 12 
4 J 2 1 
- 3.5 15 ~ 

2 8 8 4 

1 12 19 8 
1.5 15 10 5 
5 5 5 -
- 10 - -

10 10 20 -- 10 5 .5 
- 10 1.5 -
2 5 8 5 
5 2 1 10 
5 .1+5 5.5.5 12 24.9 
0 3 5 -
1 1 4 14 

5 5 5 -
1..5 2 6 .5 

2 4 9 2 
- lU 5 5 
5.45 4.34 7-97 -

Train-
Exams ing Others 
- 2 -
0 2 10(1) 
- - -
- 5 5 
1 • .5 27(2) 
6 - 22(3) 
2 3 10(4) 
.J. ~ 1.5 .8(5) 

1 ;$ .. 
2 1 31(7) 
0 1 4(8) 
- - 20(9) 

- - -- 5 20(10) 
- - -
- 5 -
2 2 .5 
5 1 11-
1.4 - 16.7 
- - -
- 2 1 

5 .5 .5(4) 
- .2 52.J(ll) 

4 3 18(12) 
12 - 14(13) 
- - 32.09(14) 

~(). . ' ... (l) Auto theft, l1vestock larceny, other 1nvestigat1ons, d1rect1ng tra1t1c, escorts. 
(2) Special duties, escorts, radio duty relief, car repair, etc. 
(3) Aid to other officers 1%, radio operations 8%, special details 6%, misc. 7%. 
(4) Truck weighing(temporary). 
(.5) Criminal work 10.9%; miscellaneous 4.9%. 
(6) Men are required to do at least 8 hrs. patrol duty on assigned patrol. Extra 

duty, such as court and investigation of accidents cause an officer in many in­
stances to be occupied for many hours in excess of 8 in one day, but regardless, 
these hours count only towaJrd that particular day' a \1ork. The only time >rhen 

•. court or other duties count to the advantage of the officer >~auld be >rhen he is 
starting time off. Officers are required to make out their reports on their 
return to their station from their tour of duty. 

(7) Answering complaints 26%, fatigue .5%. 
(8) Special details, investigation, serving warrants, surveys, meetings, etc. 
(9) Registration 10%; criminal work 10%. 

(10) Special assignments. 
(11) Criminal investigations 34%; radio watch 16%; care of equipment 1 • .5%; misc •• 8%. 
(12) 'rleight control, criminal law, accident investigation, other investigation 18%. 
(13) Criminal investigat'ion 9%; accident inves-tigation .5%. 
(14) Investigation 7.3.5%: special details 24.17%; directing traffic • .57%. 
(15) Depends and varies according to ~leather conditions, number of arrests, etc. 
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'l'OPIC 8. HOW IS TRUCK WEIGH1NG HANDLED? 

. ' . ·rn 29· ~:nit of, 32 states reporting, truck weighing is a respon­
sibility <>f the traffic patrol. Only ii!l.Kansas, Michigan and New 
Mel{ic(J_ is :~~ l}~llql~,d b~:_a_l1_bther age~?Y. _ -··· 

Norll!ally it is not a fuil-time task of a special crew. Only in 
10 cases is there such~a full-t:i.ine crew. The number of men used for 
truck weighing .varies from 6 to.:j.60. There is little information 
about the numbe.r ·of crews used or the men on a crew, but in at least 
one case the crews have __ from 3 t.o 5 members and one state reports a 
single-mobile unit to ~eigh trucks. · 

Where the fUTlCtio;;_ of truck weighing is rotated among the 
regular uniformed patrolmen, the proportion of the total time used 
for this purpose is small, varying from a top of 35% in Nevada and 
25% in· vlisconsin to less than 1% in Ohio and Vermont. 

In several cases such asl'llissour:i.;_Montana, Virginia and West 
Virginia, the crew members are civilians, but officers are available 
to make arrests. · 

There are 3 methods by which truck weighing is done. One is 
by fixed stations_. where permanent scales ar'e operated. A: second 

.. _-method is. py mol:i.;!,.le ·or_. portable: stations. wnere port.abl.e scaJes are 
set up at strategic points ''Without warning. 'l'he third' is. by 
ordering suspects to ·a publ-ic--: scale • · -In 22 ·cases out of 27 
fixed stations are used; In.tne same number of states portable 
stations are used. However, in only 16 cases were both fixed and 
portable stations used. 

Occasionally this function is performed by a completely dif­
ferent organization in connection with another program. In 
Arkansas, for example, the Revenue Department operates the fixed 
stations and in West Virginia the Road Commission ¢rews do the 
weighing. .( 

' ' 

STA'l'IS'l'ICAL DA'l'A: (See next page) 

, ..... .... . 

-20..i 

•' .,. 
I 



LRL-RB-107 
TOPIC 8. TRUCK \VE!GHING 

Is traffic 
patrol re­
sponsible 
for truck 

State \1eil'hind 
Ark. yes 
Colo. yes 
Conn. yes 
Del. yes 
Fla. yes 
Ga. yes 
Ill. yes 
Ind, yes 
Kana. no 

Is there a 
full-time 
cret~? 

yes 
no 
no 
no 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 

Ky. :res no 
ll.aine yes no 
~!ass. lTo informa ion 
Mich. no --
Minn. yes no 
Mo. yes no 
Mont. yes --
Nebr. yes no 
Nev. yes intermittent 
N.J. yes yes 
N .N. no 
N.C. yes 
}T .Dak .yes 
Ohio yes 
Okla. yes 
Oreg. yes 
Pa. yes 
Utah yes 
Vt. yes 

no 
no 
no 
yes 
no 
yes 
y.es 
no 

How Manv? 
12 
------
14 
24 

160{J) 
(4) 
--
--
--

55(5) 
0 

6 
2(6) 

--
10 

lf the crew is 
not full time 
\1hat % of time 
used on it? 
--
2% 
5% 
2% ----

lO%temporary 
5% --
5% 

no data 

5 to 16% 
lo% 
{5a} 
.!1-lo% 
35% 
incidental 

8% 
5c' p 

.014 

J per crew --
12(7) 5% 

.4% 
Va, yes no (9) --
1'/ash. yes yes 21( 10) 1% 
VI. Va. yes no (;n) 2% 
11is. yes yes 25 --
'1/yo. #eli. .. no . _.._ varies 
(1) Revenue nepartment operates fixed st~tions. 
(2) Ts.!ten to pll.blic scans ~J.ncl scaies at p6rt of ent;W. 

Do truck weighers 
operate fttlm 

fixed portable 
stations •. stations 
no( 1) j"es 
no no(2) 
j"es no 
j"eS --
j"eS j"eS 
no j"es(2a) 
j"eS j"eS 
j"eS 

j"eS 
j"eS 

yes 
yes 
yes 
j"es 
no 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
no(l2) 
yes 
.ves 

j"eS 

yes 
j"eS 

j"eS 
occasionally 

yes 
yes 

yes 

yes 
yes 
no 
yes 
yes(8) 
j"eS 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
ye~(l'3) 

(2a) In 1951 made 2,221 arrests for >Ieight Violations, an :lndtease of 548% over 1950 
and spent 601% more hours on it. 

(J) 160 civilian plus part-time officers. 
(4) 25 on rotating detail. 
(5) 55 weight clerics, uniformed men available to make arrests >~hen needed. 

(Sa) Officers used for apprehending. 
(6) We operate short handed cre~1. Should be J-5 men. Obviously means number of 

!Den on each ere>~. 
(7) All officers rotate on them. 
(8) One mobile unit. 
(9) Highway Department furnishes weighers. Our officers handle enforcement only. 

(10) :But all uniformed personnel do some weighing. 
(11) State Road Commission Crews. State Police handle traffic and make arrests. 
(12) Soon to have fixed stations. 
(13) Mostly fixed stations. Occasionally portable on certain roads. 
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'l'OPIC 9: HOW MANY MEN ARE USED FOR WHAT PORTION OF TIME ON 
SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS? 

'•' ., '. 

One-of. the major problems of traffic enforcement is the 
·withdrawal of· personnel from the general task of patrol to carry 
out specia,l assignments. In this topic; an effort w.as. made to 
determine if a part of 'the regular patrot was' specificaliy assigned 
to special tasks or if the special assignments were passed out 
among all personnel. It may be said that generally special assign~ 
menta a:re distributed among all personnel on a part.•time basis. 
Notabl.e exception occurs to tl:lis trend. In 7 cases· a specific 
gro.up of men are·: assigned to driver licensing on a full-time. bas1s. 
There does not- appear.-to .be .many other cases in which any peFsonael 
have a full-time special assignment. 

Among the special assignments which occur with some regularity 
is that of assignment to state and county fairs. To the degree 
that fairs constitute a traffic hazard, these assignments can.be 
justified, but to the degree that they represent a device whereby 
the Sta,te Patrol assumes ,;mo.ther task, they are not justifi_ed. 

A~ong the other special ~ssignment;s which are.~llotted .to:.the 
traffic. patrol are assignment to the Governor as escort, vehicle., . 
inspect.ion, sche.ol bus inspection, safety educat.ion prqgrain!'J, t:r;'1,1ck 
weighing, invest-igations of tax violations and crimirlal. il)lVestiga~ 
tiona. All of these are probably important items and must b.e per:­
formed, but the.continuous accumulation of these functiorts m\lst. 
inevitably reduce the effectiveness of .the patrol function.· 1'he 
fact that most of these duties are not assigned as full-time tasks 
to a specific group but are assigned as part-time jobs to all of 
the patrol indicates the danger of picking away at the man hou~s 
availab.le for general patrol duty. 

STATISTICAL DATA: (See next page) 

i. •· -··. _,_ ; . 

: ... 

·' 
'•' 

. ·' .. 

• '>. . ·' . ·.· ~ .-
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LRL-RB-107 TOPIC 9. SPECIAL ASSIGNl1ENTS. 
·,'orfver- license 
exams 

Special As- Safety Educa-
sienments tion 

Truck Weigh-
ing Other 

State 1'1en -~ of time 
Ark. i 90 10 

Hen 66 of time Men 17, of time Men 1~ of time Men "b of time 

Colo . I lione --
Conn.: -- (1) 

Table 7. 
Table 7. 

25 

Del. 1 none -­
Fla. ,, See 
Ga. See 
Ill. II 35 
Ind. (2) --
Kans.,20 85 
Ky. 20 100(3) 
Mainel(l) --
Mass;/ (4) --
Mich.! 18 80 
lUnn. '(7) --

90 5 

I == 
5 (5) 

filo. 35 100 55 100 ( 8) 
l~ont. 7 ioo I ~-

15 90 

Nebr -~ iO 50 I _._ 
Nev. . 12 30 -• -- -- '-~ 
ll.J. : (1) -- -- -- -- ~--
L~ .M. I (11) -- -- -- -- ~" 
N.c. I 4-o 1oo(12) -- -- -- --
N .llakl -'- -- 1 -- -- -- "'~ 
Ohio ' 8 100 1(-1_4) -- --
Okla. 250 2.5 -- -- --

~:~g. 1s~ 1· l~~<r6> I :: :: ~= :: 
Ut.>h 10 50 -- -- 50 5 
Vt • I : :,. -- -- -- ... ~ ~ ..... 
Va , 11 -- ~- ......... ...,._ _..... L..;.. 

:lash.! 4 :ioo -- -- ...... :.~ 

~i~~-~ (~~) == == == =; 1;; 
-(l) Handled by Department of llotor Vehlcles. 

42 90 

77 10 

. 

8 

30 

(15) 
250 

(17) 

... .. 
5 

(19) 

( 6) 

(9) 
(10) 

75(1)) 

25(18) 

..... 

(2) None full time. Assigned as need arises or is thought administratively advisable. 
(3) Also 20 for 25% of time as alternates. 
(4) Not a state police function. 
(5) 3 to Governor 100% of time. 2 to county fairs 10% of time. 
(6) 5 to Police Training Bureau 40% of time; 3 to State Highway Dept. 15p of time. 
(7) So varied u~ble to answer. 
(8) 50 to state fair for 10 days 100% of time; 3 to 5 to 25 county fairs lasting 

3 to 4 days. 
(9) 4 full time on criminal investigation; 3 full time on public relations and 

6 full time on radio. 
(10) Safety, registration, public service taxes, fuel tax. 22 for 65% of time. 
(11) Special assignments for limited periods only. 
(12) Rush period only. 
(lJ) Vehicle inspection. 
(14) State fair )2 for 1 week. 
(15) Other special details 4.9% of time. 
(16) Also 310 35% of time. 
(1'?) Inspection ste.tion supervisors .53 for lOa% of time. 
(18) i"Iotor vehicle inspection. 
(19) 18 for 2% of time on school bus inspection and 1 for 95% of time on special 

investigations. 
(20) Spedial details are generally rotated among all uniformed personnel. 
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'l.'OPIC 10. WHA'l' IS 'l'HE JURISDIC'J.'ION ;Q£ .THE .'l.'RAFFIC PATROL? 

..,_. . .. 
. .. ... . -~ . --~~ ....... - . ..,..,.. 

In only 2 of 33 cases is the highway patrol confined to the 
enforcement of traffic laws. In 5 otlrer cases their jurisdiction 
is extended·to other laws, but is not general. In Wisconsin, for 
example, the Motor Vehicle Department enforces the peddler and 
dealers licenses in addition to the traffic laws. In 25 cases the 
traffic patrol can arrest for violation of all laws. · 

•'?" 

Generally, the traffic officers have state-wide jurisdiction. 
Only in the case of Minnesota are they restricted to state highways. 

Only 6 replies to the question regarding the jurisdiction in 
urban versus rural areas were received. These indicate that by 
agreement the state officers either remain outside all or part of 
the cities or cooperate with local .officials. There does not appear 
to be any instance in which the State Patrol has taken on the 
enforcement in cities although the Kentucky patrol appears to have 
jurif!di.ction- in smaller cities. · 

The question regarding the apprehension of violators who get 
outside the jurisdiction· of the State Patrol elicited 2. replie:s·· 
that they go anywhere in "hot pursuit." It appears that the ques­
tion failed to arouse interest or comment because most patrols have 
state~wide' jurisdiction. · · 

The most critical substant1.ve issue of jurisdiction is the 
use of the traffic patrol in labor disputes •... In 12 cases the' tise . 
is forbidden and in 20 cases it is not forbidden. In 5 cases the 
patrol may not be used until ordered t·o do so by the Governor. ·· In 
one case they are used only if traffic is impeded. 

STATIS'l.':ICAL DA'rA: (See ne:Xt page) 

.- .. 

·' __ .,· ·-. ·'··· 

: .:: . 
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LRL-RB-107 TOPIC 10. J1~ISDICTION OF TP~FFIC PATROL. 

!no traffic officers !officers have ficers have jur- I at pro-
, -- ~o traffic - Do traffic of="'IE 

~~rest fo~_yiolating /jurisdiction isdiction on ision for 
fall jtraffic traffic state ~tate county urban roads as rossing 

St~~ ·lavrs laws & others !~ride [ooads roads well as rural !boundaries 
Ark. jyes -- -- yes - -- -- --
Col. ! -- -- yes (1) yes 1-- -- -- --
Conn. yes -- -- yes 1-- -- -- --
Del. yes -- -- yes - -- -- --
Fla. -- -- yes(2) yes - -- (3) --
Ga. 
Ill. 
Ind. 

yes 
yes 
yes 

Kans. yes -­
Ky. yes --
£J.laine yes -­
Mass. yes -
Mich. yes --
Hlnn. yes --
Mo. -- -- yes(?) 

yes 

ho 
yes(1.5) 

_.,. 

1--
1--
1--
1--

r-­
es 

1--

1-­
Lvei(;) 

--

yee(lC) 

(5) 

(J) 

(11) 
(14) 

. ....,_ 

.. 

(6a) 

(6a) 

(12) 

-.4. --

Is use 
of patrol 
in labor 
disputes 
forbiddec 

yes 
yes 
no 
no 
no 
yes(4) 
no 
yes(4) 
no 
no 
no 
yes(4) 
no 
yes 
(8) 
yes 
yes 
yes(l3) 
yes 
no 
no 
no 
no 
yes 
no 

Mont.-- yes 
N-obr. yes -­
Nev. no lyes 
N.J. yes -­
N .]Vi, I yes -­
H .c. yes -­
;.r .Dak • no no 
Ohio ~- _.. 
OL:la. yes -­
Oreg. yes -­
Pa. yes -"'" 
Utah I yes -~ 
\l't 1 y€ls -­
Va. f yes -­

"_iash.1 yes -­
Tfl.Va. yes --

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no(6) 
yes 
no 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
1~$s 
yes 
y~s 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

-- ·--. no 

\·Tis. -­
\'/yo. I yes --

in presence. 

yes 
yes --

1

. yes(l6i--
1Yes 1--

(3) 
-- '''~ no .,,,..,_ 

-._~nQ, 
~,..~.,.~_ no n,,. 

no 
no 
yes 
no(4) 

General policy to leave urban areas to 
Unless detailed by executive order. 

themselves unless help reouested. 

Have no jurisdiction in 21 cities of first five classes. 
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,.'I'GP.lG 11. 
... 

WHA~ IS THE NATURE OF LOC~L TRAFFIC PATROLS?' 
,.--' 

- ·~ -

The general pattern of the states appears to 'be .that in addi­
tion to the state traffic patrol there are also c:ounty and urban 
traffic patrols. Only 2 states, North Dakota and Wyoming, .indicate 
that they have neither county nor urban traffic patrols. It is · 
obvious that -in certain states, just as·in certain Wisconsin coun­
ties, traffic- enforcement is a responsibility\~Of the sheriff, 7 
of32 states reporting, state that·they·nave·no county patrols. 
Of those reporting county traffic officers, the number of officers 
ranges from 5 to 1,633· 

Generall~ the county officers patrol all roads •. There is no 
instance in -which the county officers appear to confine thr:Jr ac -· 
tivities to the county roads. 

Generally, the county traffic ordinances in .the.· several_. co uri­
ties of the state are reported to be the< same. In 22 ·case~:~ they _ 
are the same and in 7 cases they_diff~r ·among counties. Simi.la.rly, 
the county ordinances generally ·are the ·same as the state law·. Only 
in 3 cases of 27 were they different. 

STA'l'IS'l'ICAL DA1'A: _(See next page) 

::_ . 

. ' -· •.-
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r,RL-RB-107 TOPIC 11. LOCAl£ TRAFFIC PATROL. 

-
Are there 

Do county patrolmen Do various traffic of-
No. of operate on eounty' · ·.; Do county ordi- ficers in 
county all those not pa- ordinances nances differ urban com-

State j/patrolmen 
Ark. 1none 
Colo. none(l) 
Conn. none 
Del. 12 
Fla. unknown 
Ga. 100 
Ill. 300 
Ind. 100 
Kans. '40 
RY· 175 
Naine 

1 

none 
Mass. none 
Mich. 696 
Minn. r unknown 
Mo. 1175 
Mont. /none 
Nebr. 10 
Nev. 
N.J. 
N.M. 
N.C. 33 ~~ 
lr .Dak .

1 

none 
Ohio (7) 
Okla . 1 unknown 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
tah u 

Vt. 
Va., 
ash. w 

w .va . 
Vis. 1 
~ 1f 0. 

lunknmm 
l1o1 
I s6 
I none(9) 
lunkhown 

I s . --(lO) 
j uhkno'.1r:(ll) 
•none 

I 

I 

roads trolled by state differ from state law 
-- -- no no 
-- -- no(2) ---- -- no 

I 
no 

yes -- no no 
yes -- no no 
yes -- no no 
(1•-) -- no no 
yes -- yes yes 
yes -- no no 
yes ....... no no 
-- -- no ---- -- -- --
yes -- yes no(5) 
yes -- no no 
( 6) -- no no 
-- -- -- --
yes -- no no 
no yes no yes 
yes -- no no 
-- -- no no 
yes --

I 
no no _ ..... ...... no no 

(8) ~- no no 
-~ ~ .... yes yes 
-- ..... no I nb 
yes ....... 

i yes hb 
yes 

... _ 
yes. no 

-- -- I no no 
-.i.o. -- yes no 
yes -- I :~s no 
-- -- ---- -- II -- ---- -- no I no 

(1) None as such. Each county has sher~ff and h~s deput~es. 
(2) State law applies except in some cities. 

munities 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes(3) 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
--
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 
yes 

1 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes· I yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 

(3) !-lost state and county officers let urban areas handle own problems unless 
called for assistance. 

(4) Some counties all roads; others none. 
(5) Ecxcept possible parking regulations. 
(·6) Only in three counties. 
(7) 88 sheriffs, 702 deputies, 660 constables and 7,590 city and village police. 
(8) County officers patrol all :voads except constables who have full jurisdiction 

on county and to~mship roads but are licnited to drunken drivers and school 
bus violations on state roads. 

(9) Sheriffs not primarily traffic officers and do very little traffic worlc. 
(10) Traffic latv enforcement by county officers negligible. 
(11) 535 in 61 counties. Nonreporting counties, 10, estimated 30 men in these 

counties. 
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TOPIC ·12. ··.ARE TRAFFIC TICKETS AND TRAFFIC LAW VIOLATION PENALTIES 
.. - UNIFORM THROUGHOUT THE. STATE?, . · 

·' _. .: .. 

.. . Although most states report that· their ,V.ar10'us·,.·c·ounty ordi­
nanqes, throughout the stat~. ~re a:u!<e ;ind that their county ordi- · 

·nances .. are the same as the state law, yet more-often than not, 
the ti_c_kets used in making arrests are different and frequent-ly the . 
penalties vary for the same offense in different'parts,of the state. 

Only 6 states out, of 33 use a uniform ticket throughout- the 
state. In one of these, Michigan, the ticket is.uniform in 115 
cities only. In 2 states there is no uniformity between tickets 
of the state and county patrols, but note is made that all of the 
members of the State Pat.ro1 use the same ticket-. It may be assumed 
that this is true generally. 

16-states 
throughout the 
is improving. 
one state, New 
under way; 

report- that the penalties assesseQ. are· uniform~ · -· · 
state, but one of these states that the situat>ton 
In 17 cases variations in penalt·ies exif:tt : ·a:l though 
Jersey, states that plans for uniform fines are 

•::. 

STA'l'ISTICAL DA'l'A: (See next ':page) 

. ·'. 

"I' 

':-

•' i -~ . 
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TOPIC 12. UNIFORl·l TICKETS AND PENALTIES. 

Is a uniform traffic ticket 
State use throuf(hout the state? 
Ark. no 
Colo. no 
Conn. no 
Del. no 
Fla. no 
Ga. yes 
Ill. no 
Ind. no 
Kans. no 
Y.y. no 
Haine no 
}lass. no 
:t-rfich. yes(2) 
Mimi.. no 
Mo. no 
Mont. yes 
Nebr. no 
Nev. no 
N.J. yes 
N.M. no 
N .. C. no 
N.Dak. yes 
Ohio no 
Olcla. no 
Oreg. no 
Pa. no 
Utah yes 
Vt. nq 
Va. (.!) ) 
Ill ash; j'e!i 
ILVa, no 
wi~~ no 
w:vo. no(6 

(1) Improving. 

in 
Are penalties for the same offense 
relatively uniform throughout 
the state? 

no 
no 
yes 
yes 
no 
no 
yes(l) 
no 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 
no(3) 
yes 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
yes 
n<i>{4) 
nib. 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 
no 

(2) 115 cities only. 
(3) Plans under \'lay to have uniform fines for traffic offenses. 
(4) Every enforcement agency prosecutes under its own law or ordinance. 
(5) By the Department of State Police, yes. 
(6) Patrol uses uniform ticket. 
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TOPIC 13. ARE VIOLATIONS OF THE TRAFFIC LAW TRIED IN MINOR 
COURTS OR COURTS OF RECORD? 

' 

In this topic an effort- is made ·to de-termine where ·major and 
minor traffic offender;;~ .. arrested by state, .county and local .. pa--

. trolinimi.are. tr-ied. '.; -· ·' 
·• . ·,_·,: 

Almost wi thou~. el{_cep_tj,gp, _felons __ aprested .. by state , ... i.cotinty- and 
. locaT'pii'frolmeri arEL tried in courts of record. In 29 states whe;r>e 
arrests are made by --state officers the cases are -tried in court's of 
record and in 2 ca.sea in justice courts. In 24 out of 25 cases 
county officers bring the felons into a court of record and in 2T 
of 28 cases the loc-al traffic officers bring offenders accused of 
a felony before a court of record. 

Misdemeanors are tried in 3 different ways. In 12 cases out 
of 31, state officers bring the misdemeanants before a justice cour.:t; 
in 4 cases they bring them before a court of record;and in 15 cases 
they bring them before- either a justice court or court of record.· 
In 10 cases out of 24 the county traffic officers-bring persons-­
accused of a misdemeanor before the justice cour't'f in 3 cases bet'ore 
a court of record; and in 11 cases before either a justice or court 
of record. Local traffic officers bring the persons arrested f'or a 
misdemeanor before the justice cou:t:>t in 10 cases ·out of 27-; bef'ore 
a court of record in3 cases; before either a justice gourt or court 
of record in 12 cases; and before a police court or municipal court 
in 3 states. · 

STATISTICAL DATA: (See next page) :... ·. 

·.·, 

.:. .. : 
''''}_,. 

... •,,. 
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TOPIC 13. THE COU!.l.TS IN v/RICH ~RAFFIC VIOLATORS ARE TRIED. 

Code: OR= Court of Record J~ =Justice Court MC =Municipal Court 

~rrests by state · Arrests by county Arrests by local 
·eatrolmen uatrolmen ]atrolmen 

State . elonies Misdemeanors Felonies Misdemeanors Felonies Misdemeanors 

Ark. OR JP OR JP OR JP 
Colo. OR CR-JP OR CR-JP OR CR-JP-MC 
Conn. (1) -- -- -- -- --
Del. OR CR-JP OR CR-JP OR CR-JP 
Fla. OR CR-JP CR-JP -- CR-JP --
Ga.. OR OR OR OR OR OR 
Ill. OR JP OR JP CR-JP JP 
Ind. OR CR-JP CR CR-JP OR CR-JP 
Kans. OR JP OR JP OR JP 
Y.y. OR JP OR JP OR JP 
Maine CR-JP CR-JP -- -- CR-JP CR~JP 
Mass OR OR -- -- OR CR 
IUC:h. OR JP OR JP OR JP 
Minn. CR CR-JP OR CR-JP OR CR-JP 
Mo. (2) OR OR OR OR OR MC 
Mont. No infer ation. . 

Nebr. OR CR-JP CR CR-JP OR JP 
Nev. j Jp JP JP JP JP JP 
N.J.~) I OR OR OR OR OR OR 
N .JJ!. OR CR-JP OR CR-JP OR GR-JP 
N .C l OR CR-JP -- -- -- --
N.Dak. -- JP -- -- -- --
Ohio OR CR-JP OR OR-JP OR CR-JP 
Okla. OR CR-JP OR OR-JP OR I CR-JP 
Oreg. CR J'p Oll. Cll.-,J'P OR CR.,.JP 
Pa. CR-JP CR-JP c:a-Jp CR-JP dll."'.l'P bB.~irP 
Utah OR J'P OR .:tP dR JP 
Vt. OR bR'-J'P -- -- OR CR-JP 
Va. OR CR.,JP OR CR-JP OR CR-JP 
Walih. OR J:P OR JP OR (3) 
~ .va. OR jp OR JP OR J1> 

i.S i CR JP OR JP 
I 

OR JP 
W;ybl Jp JP -- -- ! -- --
(l) JP courts have jurisdiction only in cases where the penalty does not exceed 

SlOO fine or 60 days in jail, 
(2) No JP courts. 

(3) Police court. 
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TOPIC 14~ ARE PROSECUTIONS BROUGHT IN 'l'HE NAME OF 'i'HE STATE, .• 
COUN'l'Y .OR MUNICIPALITY AND ARE 'l'HEY BROUGHT UNDER 
STATE LAW~ COUN'l'Y OR MUN1CIPAL ORDINANCE?:· 

. -. .. . . . ·~··· ' .. ._ .. _., -·· .... 
. More often than not, the act1ons ·against violators are brought 

· in the name of the state. In 33 ·casl;n'l this is true. In 9· of thE!"se . 
cases actions may also be brought in the name of the county and in··.·· · 
15 cases ··1ri the name of the muniCipality. In 17 cases all ac,t;;ions 
are brought in the name of the state, in 7 cases in the name of 
either the state or municipality, in one case in the name of the 
state or county and in 8 cases in the name ot the state, county or .,. 
municipality. 

In more cases than hot violators may be prosecuted under state 
law. In 33 cases prosecutions may be brought under )!tate law, in 
7 cases under county ordinances, and in 25 cases under municipal 
ordinances •. In T: eases all prosecutions are brought under state 
law, in 18 cases under either state law or municipal ordinances, 
and in 8 cases under·'·either state law, county ordinances or municipal 
ordinances.· · 

S'l'ATIS!J'ICAL DA'l'A: . (See next page) 

, .~r 

' ... 

-32-



LRL-R:B-107 
TOPIC 14. TliE LEVEL OF GOVERNHENT UNDER i/HICH PROSECU'TIONS ARE MADE. 

( 
A,_t;E ACTIONS AGAINST VIOLATORS~~ . . . 
BROUGHT IN NAME OF ARE PROSECUTIONS BROU HT UNDER 

State State County Munici-palit j State Law County Ordinances Local Ordinances 
Ark. yes -- -- yes -- --
Colo. yes -- -- yes -- yes 
Conn. yes -- -- yes -- yes 
Del. yes -- -- yes -- yes 
Fla. yes -- -- yes -- --
Ga. yes -- yes 

l 
yes -- yes 

Ill. yes yes yes yes -- yes 
Ind. yes -- -- yes yes yes 
Kane yes -- -- yes -- --
Ky. yes yes yes yes yes yes 
Maine yes -- -- yes -- yes 
Mass. yes -- -- yes -- yes 
Mich. yes -- yes yes -- yes 
Minn. yes .yes yes yes -- yes 
Mo. yes -- yes(l) yes -- yes(l) 
Mont. yes -- -- yes -- --
Nebr. yes -- yes yes -- yes 
Nev. yes -- -- yes -- yes 
N.J. yes -- -- yes yes yes 
N.H. yes -- yes yes -- yes 
N.C. yes -- -~ yes -- yes 
}T.Da.k. yes -- -- yes -- --
Ohio yes yes yes yes -- yes 
Okla. yes yes -- yes -- yes 
Oreg. yes -- yes yes -- yes 
P·· ~. yes -- -- yes -- --Utah yes yes yes yes yes yes 
Vt. yes -- yes 

I 
yes -- yes 

Va. yes yes yes yes yes yes 
Wash. yes yes yes 

I 
yes yes yes 

w .va. ;yes -~ - yes -- --
Wis. yes yes yes 

I 
yes yes yes 

Wyo. yes -- -- yes -- --
(1) ~ihen arrested by city police. 
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:JlL-lU3-107 THE ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE WISCONSIN MOTOR VEHICLE DEPARTMENT ENFORCliMENT DIVISION fable 1. 

~ A&iculture Department Oil Inspection Dept. Secretarz of State Highway D~rtment 

t 
w 
.;:-
•• 

1917 

1921 

192.5 

1931 

1933 

(Ch. 617) (Ch. 617) 
Dairy and Food Depart- Oil inspectors to 
ment inspectors to make same sort of 
mske reasonable inves- investigations. 
tigations for Secretary (8,5.04) 
of State of violations 
of license laws. 
(8,5.04) 

(Ch. 461) 

·:J• 

(Ch. 617) . :~ 
Secretary of State au­
thorized to appoint 
additional inspectors. 

(8,5.04) 

' 
(Ch."Z6.5) ... 

Secretary of State di­
rected to appoint 2 to 
S additional inspect.ors 
to detect ·and punish 
Violations of 1636~47 . 
to 1636-48(auto license 
and se.le)(8,5,04) 

' I .·• . 

(Ch. 390) 
Highway C.oll\llli·ssion au­
thorized to appofnt 
not more than 10 em­
ployees to enforce 
Chs. 8.5 and 194, 
Statutes. ~82.02,5) 

• * :·· 

Established State Inspection Eureau in State Treasurer's Office. Took over duties of· 
oil inspectors, dairy and food inspectors, Secretary of State's inspectors and 

' .... ·: 

Railroad Commission 

,. 

.. 
.'· 

;T 

·'--~· 

!· 
1 , .. 

,,:· 

(Ch, 4,54). 
Railroad Commission a~ 

·.thorized to: ·appoint 
··agents or· ·inspe~tors; 
to invest,iga.t$ ton. · 
mile tax.;(l94.03(2)) · 

• l~ ~ 

(Ch, 488) 
Renumbered to be 194.12 
and authorized to en­
force new provisions. 
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Year Agriculture Department Oil Insnection Dept. Secretary of State Highway Department Railroad Commission 

I 
\.A) 

1933 (Cant.) 

1938 

1939 

Highway Commission's employees to enforce Ch. 85 and assist in enforcement of Ch. 194 of 
the statutes. 

(Reorganization Order No. 16) authorized by Ch. 9, Special Session, 1937) 
Established the State Inspection and Enforcement Department as a division of the 
Commission. It included the functions of the State Inspection Bureau and Public 
Service Commission relating to motor vehicles and traffic. Abolished in,l939· 

Tax 

(Ch. 410) 
Created Motor Vehicle Department. Created Division of Inspection and Enforcement 
and authorized commissioner to empl.oy:~h·affic inspectors to enforce Chs. 85 and 

194. Number not more than employed beforce. 

'fl941 (Ch. 285) 
Number of men limited to not more than 55 and use in strikes prohibited. 
Made the Division responsible for,the enformement of the itinerant 
merchant law. 

1949 (Ch. 628) 
15 more men added and group of 25 assigned to truck weighing detail. 

{Ch. 410) 
Repealed and power 
given to Motor Vehicle 
Department. 




