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T!IID ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION OF l10TOR VERICL:ill DRIVER LICENSING 
IN THE UNITED STATES 

INTRODUCTI01T 

In September, 1951 the Wisconsin Legislative Reference Library undertook a 
study of motor vehicle driver licensirtg in the various states at the request of 
the !1otor Vehicle Accidents Committee of the Legislative Council. 

In the course of investigation it was found that much of the information 
sought was not assembled in publications. Such published me,terials as did exist 
were often out of date. In some cases, different authorities offered conflicting 
data on the same topic. Many of the auestions which were considered basic \1ere 
not touched on at all. 

Accordingly, the Library prepared a questionnaire which t<as sent to the 
driver licensing agency of ee,ch of the 48 states. Returns received from 36 states 
show current data from the most authoritative sources. 

This report is the compilation of the returns received from the questionnaire. 
It is presented in the form of a series of items, each of •rhich is a more or less 
self-contained unit. At the top of each left-hand page the particular topic 
or question is listed. This is follot•red by a general comment or summary of the 
informetion procured on that topic. On the opposite right-hand page the de.ta 
upon which the comments are based is presented by states in alphabetical order. 

Unless otherwise noted, the replies are sho•rn as reported. In a fe'1 cases 
~rhere necessary, the information has been supplemented by data from drivers' 
manuals or motor vehicle lat1s. Such information is :footnoted. A copy of the 
questionnaire is attached as Appendix I. The questionnaire was compiled and the 
data summarized by Hr. Francis Dunn, Research Associate. 

In a matter of a very :few years the existing generation of older adults 
•rhich had the automobile thrust upon them after they reached maturity will have 
t1ithered away. The number of adults •rho •rill apply :for drivers' licenses for 
the first time will probably decline, There will, however, always be some 
older people applying for an operator's license because changed economic status 
may make it possible or advisable for them to begin to drive late in life, and 
because people constantly shift into ne1~ jurisdictions which require nel1 licenses. 
It seems safe to predict, however, that in the mechanically minded United States 
the major group of nel< applicants in the future ~Jill be among the youngsters 
reaching driving age, and that this group will constitute a constantly incxeasing 
proportion of all applicants for years to come. 

Having lived all their lives in a. motor vehicle era and having been sub­
jected in increasing numbers to formal academic courses in driver education in the 
schools, the driver license applicant of the immediate future promises to be a 
diff,erent kind o:f a person than his older predecessors. "No Passing, 11 "R X R, 11 

"Stop, Arterial, 11 11 rpm," "mph, t• are as much a part of his environment as were 
the oil lamp, v1ell pump, buggy ~<hip, a part of the environment of the passing 
generation ~<hich brought the motor vehicle into it1l present high state of com­
plexity. Yet the knov1ledges and the judgments which are required of the new driver 

' today far exceed anything the driver of a generation ago 11as required to possess. 
Therefore the driver 1 s license of today must be a certificate of a competence 
far in excess of anything dreamed of in the days of the Model T. The operator Is 



Hcerlse wh.i<lh was o~ce a method of listing the, driyer13 a:p.d. o:f .c61iecting rev<mlies 
bas become0 in a very real sense, a method of driver cohtrol, It is increasingly 
13. badge of driver competence, official e'iridence of the knowledge, judgment and 
physical ability to control a motor vehicie. 

~· :: 

As, early as ·1913 the Cit;w. of Milwaukee had a city driver licensing ordinance. 
An advocate of more stringent local driveri s license laws at that t iine from the 
east tiaid of the existing loca,l licensing la,~s, "Drivers licenses at the present 
time are a.farce,· Anyone '~ho makelvapplication and accompanies it with a nominal 
fe.i:l wilLbe given a license to pilot a high-powered or other machine ally\~here he 
clJ.ooses.,.I favor the issuance of drivers licenses by the muni'Cipality. Driving 
of cars by minors and women should be restrioted ••• 11 (1) 

Sooh thereafter efforts to enMt a atate law be~n. In 1921, 3 bills were 
defeated,: tn.l925 a bill by Senatllr l'adway )\la$B~d bot·h houses but was vetoed by 
Go'*ernpr :Slainel :Because this bill 'Alias essentially- the same as- that enacted 2 
years iater; some of tl\e choicer if not weightier statements· made in the veto 
message are quoted. 

"The automobilist :!s no>r burdened with a weight license fee, the gasoline 
tax, and the personal property tax.· It appears to me that the legislatUre has 
I!. bout reached its limit on plil.cing burdens upon the motorist. · 

"Moreover under the appropriation section; there is an unlimited appropri~tion 
given to the secretary of state. In fact, it is very doubtful if the $150,000 
received as drivers • license fees \<ill pay ·for the "adminiStration of the la>r, and 
if it should not, then the· secretary of stat·e can d1p· 'into the highway funds for 
any balance, n· · , ... · 

. :. 

"The law involves a veritable s;rstein of ·.Xed tape. 1here is no demand for this 
kind of legislation, except as it has been created by the usuai propaganda of 
those.>~ho are ever zealous to"·enmesh:otlr citizens in srstetns or· regulation that 
are·not only irritable· to the C'i~tzensl .bUt obn.lxious.to common sense- and judgement • 

.. 
"History affords 7;10 other parallel in an attempt to confer autocratiri power 

upon petty officials, outside of the powers under the ancient regime of the c·zar 
and the absolutism of monarchies and pet~y satre.ps. This provtsion violates the 
first principleso:f.American jurisprudence." (2) 

It was not until1927 by:Chapter 205,·La>~s of 1927, that Wisconsin enacted its 
first opert?tor 1s license law"· This law provided a "mail order" process whereby 
a person might apply for and procure a license free ef.charge·by mail if he owned 
a motor vehicle or for 25¢ if he >~as not an otmer. The license \'laS permanent 

·except if suspended or revoked by the courts. It was not. until 19:38 that appli­
cants were e~mined, and not until 1941 that the law specifically provided for 
driver license tests~ Today the operator's license is no· longer free, it is no 
longer permanent, .it is no longer given .. without examination, it is no longer a 
single·uniform type of license. The very simple. skeleton act of 1927 has expanded 
into 10 solid pages of the statutes • 

. (!)Milwaukee Free Press, Sept.5~ 191:3. ; -. 

(2 )senate Journal, 1925, pp. 864-69 •. 
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Today every state but South Dakota has a driver's license lat<. Among 
the 47 other ste,tes a general pattern of organization and operation exists. 
~ome state agency operates the program. Generally the licenses are issued 
for a period of years and are reneiVable. The costs of administration are at 
least partially borne by a fee, A single general license has given way to 
a series of different licenses classified according to occupation, experience 
and physical fitness of the operator applying• 

The perfunctory issuance of licenses has given way to a more complex 
process of culling the potentially dangerous drivers. Not only are physical 
and mental fitness and knot<ledge of 'la>~ tested, but efforts are made to eval­
uate the judgment of drivers. Substantial percentages of drivers fail the 
examination on first attempt, Actual driving tests are required, and most 
states provide potential'applicants ~lith a manual on driving to study. All 
states set a minimum age for driving, but no state sets a maximum age. 

Generally provision is made for giving driver examinations in off hours 
some time during the t<eek, and most ste.tes permit the driver to te,ke his 
examination outside his area of residence, 

':lithin these broad general principles regarding the operation of the 
program and the content of the examinations there are many variations. The 
number of ouestions and the passing grade varies among the states. The states 
vary on whether or not they have oral examinations, on the number of questions, 
and the passing grade. There is a wide variation in the number of years for 
~rhich a license is good and the date on ~rhich they expire. The fees vary from 
50¢ to $5. In every instance in which there is some opportunity for detail, 
there are variations among the states. 

In the next 70 pages these similarities .and differences are elaborated 
in some detail. Many more interesting details might have been included had 
it been expedient to exceed the already burdensome number of questions asked 
of the very kind e.nd cooperative ste.te licensing agencies from which the 
follo~ring facts ~rere received. 

-3-



LRL-li.-1 06 
TOPIC 1; WltA.T STATE OFFICE ADNiNISTERS THE DRIVER LICENSING LA\v IN TRli1 l'HASES 

INVOLVUTG-i 
(a) ISSUING DRIVERS' LICENSES? (b) EXAMINING APPLICANTS? 
(c) DRIVER Ilfl'ROVEI~1T? 

. GENERAL . COMMJilliTTS: 

Organiza.ti;ns interested in the improvement of driver licensing have recommended 
,that from a standpoint of administrative ·efficiency the clerical (issuing certifi­
.cates and keeping records), examining, ami driver improvement operations of driver 
'licensing should be coordinated within one department. As shown in the accompanying 
'table, 26 (including \1isconsin) of J6 agencies replying indicate these J operations 
·are located in a single department. Among these 26, in Connecticut the Department 
'of J.lotor Vehicles shares administering of the driver improvement phase with the 
~ucation Department. In 6 states 2 operations· of driver licensing are shown to be 
located within one department. Idaho and Maryland returns indicat.e no state office 
·administration of driver improvement, Three states indicate no common department 
!or any of the J operations, Of these, Kansas·and Pennsylvania returns are "Nil" 
11-nd 11 7 11 in the driver improvement phase and Michigan reports 11None 11 under the exam­
ination operation. South Dakota points out the question is inapplic:able in its 
case, since it has no driver licensing la~<. · · · 

It should be noted that. this auestion deals with agencies administering the 
law at the state level. It is not concerned with the emploiment level of individ~l 
~xaminera who administer tests in their capacities as state, county, or local 'te~ting 
personnel or private persons authorized to conduct examinations. Such individual 
examiners at various employment levels are considered under Topic 14 .• 

. ' .: 
TABULAR H.TFORMATION: (see ~ext page) 

FOOTNOTES FOR T.4.1!1JLA1l INFORi'iATION FOR TOPIC 1. 

(l)Inforroation from Title 36, Section 63, Code of Alabama, 1940, in Alabama ~ 
Relating 1£Motor Vehicles, 1950, and from examination forms enclosed with 
questionnaire. 

(2) . 
Questionnaire reply was "Sheriffs". Section 49-317, ~Vehicle ~of ~ 
State of Idaho, Revised to September l, 1951 indicates Dept. of Law Enforcement 
appoints sheriffs and other local officers as examiners and exercises state-level 
supervision over them. 

(J)Exaroining done by local police and sheriffs, 

(4)Bureau designation from ~ ~ of Jill! State of Indiana, 1948. 

(S)Department designation from Section 1183, ~lotor Vehicle La,,s of Ohio, 1951, 
( 6)Departroent designation from Nebraska ~ ~. 1950. ---

-4-
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t.~!l.-io6 
TOPIC l, STATE OFFICERS ADMINISTERING VARIOUS PH&S:ES OF DRIVER LICENSUTG LA.\IfS'I 

Ala.· 

Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 

Conn. 

Del. 
Fla. 
Idaho 
Ind. 

Iowa 

Kans. 
Ky. 
La. 

Md 

Issuing Drivers' Licenses 
Dept. of Public Safet~ 
Drivers' License Div. 
Revenue Dept. 
Dept. of i•Iotor Vehicles 
Dept. of Revenue 
Notor Vehicle Div, 
Dept. of Motor Vehicles 

Motor Vehicle Div. 
Dept. of Public Safety 
Dept. of La~J Enforcement 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles 

Dept. of Public Safety 
Hig.l1.>Jay Safety Patrol 
Div. 

Vehicle Dept. 
Dept, of Revenue 
Dept. of Public Safety. 
Drivers License Div. 
Dept. of !Jlotor Vehicles 

Examining Applicants Driver Improvement 
Dept. of Public Safety(l)Dept, of Public Safety 
Drivers' License Div, Drivers' License Div. 
State PoUce Revenue Dept, 
Dept. of Motor Vehicles Dept. of Motor Vehicles 
Dept. of Revenue Dept. of Revenue 
Motor Vehicle Div. !~otor Vehicle Div. 
Dept. of Motor Vehicles Dept. of i~otor Vehicles 

and Education Dept. 
Motor Vehicle Div, Motor Vehicle Div. 
Dept. of Public Safety Dept. of Public Safety 
(2) No Information . 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles Bureau of ~Iotor VehiclesC4) 
Div. of Drivers Exam- Div. of Safety Responsi-

iners 
Dept. of Public Safety 
High'.•ray Safety Patrol 

Div. 
High,,Jay Patrol 
Dept. of State Police 
Dept. of Public Safety 
Drivers License Div, 
Dept. of Motor Vehicles 

License Examin~rs 

bility & Driver Imprvmt. 
Dept. of Public Safety 
Safety Respon. & Drivers' 
License Div. 

11Hil 11 

Dept. of Revenue, 11 if any" 
Dept. of Public Safety 
Drivers License Div. 
None 

Mass. 
Mich. 
Minn. 
Nebr. 

Registry of Motor Vehicles .Registry of lliotor Vehicles Registry of l'!otor Velllcles 
None(3) Hichigan St'O:te Police 

Nev. 

N.H. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 

Okla. 
Oreg. 

Fa. 

R.I. 
s.c. 

S.D. 
Tex. 

Vt. 
Va. 
Wash. 

Wis. 
1tfyo. 

Secy. of State 
Dept, of Highways 
Dept.of Roads&Irrigation 
Motor Vehicle Div~ 

Pub. Service Commission 
Driver License Div. 
l'!otor 1!ehicle Dept. 
Div. of Motor Vehicles 
Commissioner of M.V. 
Hight•!ay Patrol 
State Hight·1ay Dept. 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
Okle,.Dept. of Pub.Safety 
Secy. of State,Drivers 
License Div. 

Dept. of Revenue 
Bureau of l"otor Vehicles 
Registry of Motor Vehicles 
State Highway Dept. 
i~otor Vehicle Di v. 
(Inapplicable--S.D. has no 
Dept. of Pub. Safety 
Drivers License Div, 
Vt. Motor Vehicle Dept. 
Div. of Motor Vehicles 
Dept. of Licenses 
Drivers License Div. 
i~otor Vehicle Dept. 
State Highway Dept. 
Motor 1!ehicle Div. 

*For Footnotes see prior page, 

Dept. of Highways Dept. of Highways 
Dept .of i'coads&Irriga- Dept .of Roads&Irrigation 

tionC6), Motor Safety Motor Vehicle Division 
Patrol 

Pub. Service Commission Pub. Service Commission 
Driver License Div, Safety Responsibility Div. 
Motor Vehicle Dept. Motor Vehicle Dept. 
Div. of iViotor Vehicles Div. of Motor Vehicles 
Commissioner of N.V. Oominissioner of ~r.v. 
High,·ray Patrol High,,,,ay Patrol 
State High>Jay Dept.(5) Bureau of H.V. & State 
Highv1ay Patrol Hight;ay Patrol 
Okla.Dept. of Pub.Safety Okla,Dept. of Pub.Safety 
Secy. of State, Drivers Secy. of State, Drivers 
License Div. License Div. 

Fa. State Police ? 

Registry of Motor Vehicles Registry of Motor Vehicles 
il\otor Vehicle Div. 
State Highv1ay Patrol 
driver license law) 
Dept. of Pub. Safety 
Drivers License Div. 
Vt. Motor Vehicle Dept. 
Div. of iViotor Vehicles 
;/ash. State Patrol 

Motor Vehicle Dept, 
'.lfyo. Highway Pa.trol 

-5-

Jliotor Vehicle Div, 

Dept. of Public Safety 
Drivers License Div. 
Vt. l1otor Vehicle Dept. 
Di v. of ~lot or Vehicles 
Dept. of Licenses & 
l1ash, State Patrol 
~lot or tfehicle Dept. 
State Highway Dept. 
Motor Vehicle Div. 



LRL-R-106 

.·. TOPIC 2. : 1ffi0- fsSUES DRI 1/ERS 1 LICENSES? - . 

G:EiNEJ.lJ\L ,com!ENTS: 

.An l)ver~Jhelming majority of states, 'incl,wling liisco11sin, issue ·drivers'·~.· 
liC{enses through state officers only·. As against 28 such cases, J states · 
i 1\lilue through local .. officers exclusively and only North Dak()ta reportS · 
issuance through private ·persons alone. In Colorado and New York' both state 
and local officers .participate .in the iBE>Uing operation. In Ohio state of-" 
fi.cers i.ssue initial licenses and renewa:t;s at'e. ,'i\attdled 'by private persons 
appointed for the purpose. ten S<)~(f;h 'llalrbtf.!.• •i!;ithout drivers 1 licenses, thi.B 
·qv.esti~n does not apply. · 

• 
It should be noted that this <iuesti.on does not refer to examiners, 

treated. in Topic 14, but rather to officers or agents issuing licenses. 

TAJl'OLA.R 'tNFORW\.TlOlh (See next page) 
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!Ol'tc 2l ISS'il'J!m. 

Drivers' Licenses Issued :!!z Drivers' Licenses l11sued bz 
State Local Private State Local Private 

State .Officers Officers Persons ~ Officers Officers Pe.rsona 

Ala. x(l) . . . . . . .... N.H. X . . . . . 
Ark, X . . . . . . .... N.J. X ....... 
Cal. X ..... . ..... N.Y. X x(4) 
Col. X X ....... N.D. •.. ~{5) .. .... 
Conn. X ..... Ohio . .... 
Del. X ..... Okla. X ...... 
Fla. ...... X Oreg. X . . . . . 
Idaho x(2) ..... Pa,. X . . . . . 
Ind. X ..... ., ...... R.I. X ... . . . . 
Iowa X ....... ...... s.c. X . .... 
Kans. X ...... (3) S.D.(Inapplicable--s.D. has no 
Ky. X ····· ....... license law) 
La. X ....... . .... Tex. X . .... 
Md, X ...... . .... 1Tt. X 
Mass. X . . . . .. . . . . . Va .• X ..... 
Mich. X • • • • • . .... Wash • X 
Minn. X ..... . . . . . ~lis • X . . . . . 
Nebr. ..... X t:!yo • X . .... 
Nev. X . " .... ....... 

(l)Receipt for license fee, issued by county Judge of Probate through whose 
office fees are paid, serves as temporary license for 90 days until reg­
ular license ~s issued and mailed from the Drivers License Div., Dept. 
of Public Safety. 

(Z)Sheriffs. 

())Private persons accept applications. 

(4)county clerks accept applicattons and issue after receiving report from 
State Examiner. 

(5)First licenses issued by sta.te officers, renewals issued by private 
persons appointed as deputy registrars. 

-7-

... ---..- .. . ........ 
X 
x(5) 

• ••• 0 . .... . .... 
. .... 
. .... 
driver 

. .... 

. .... ..... . .... 

. .. " "' 

I 



LR±i-R.oi.l06 ·. ·.. . . ·. . . 
TOPlC 3• vlHAT ARE THE MINI!4UM _'I.J.'ID MAXIMUM AGE LIMITS FOR DRIVER LICENSES? 
GEJ;1ERAL COMNENTS: 

The' sta.t'es vary in the age at which dr.ivers are grarited an unrestricted drivers' 
l'lcen$e~ The Uniform Vehicle Code recolllDlends 16 years as the lowest age for unre­
stri~ted licensing • 

. \lit~ the exception of South Dakota, all states reporting have a driver's or 
·· :o··jj'p~r,ator.le·license for passenger auto drivers, Minimum ages for such lieen$es 

'·· . range fto.in 14 to 18 years, but; with slight modifiqations in tli.~ cases of Indiana 
:and. Texas. Twenty-four states including· ilisconsin, report 16 years as the minimum. 

FoUi' stat_~ .11ho~1 14 years as their minimum age· level •. :Four states issue regular 
''''licenses. at 15 years, 2 states at 18 years, 1 state at 17 years,· No state reports 
•··any ma:Kimum age beyond which passenger auto drivers' licenses are not issueij,, but 

the driving ;privilege ·is frequently restricted, · 
· Chauf:t;eurs 1 licenses are reported by 25 of the 36 states reporting. Wisa0nt~in 
does not have such a license.· In Alabama and South Carolina clw:u:ffeilrs ~at have 
passenger auto drivers' license~. 

Two-thirds. of the states reporting the chauffeur's license issue it to persons 
not less t~n 18 years old. Three have a minimum age requirement of 17 years, 
2'issue at 16 and 3 at not less than 21 years. In V~rginia the licensee must b~ 

· ·21, if he will use it transporting passengers, or 18, if he "ill transport .com­
modities. In no instance does a state report a maximpm age limit for chauffeur 
licensees.. ... . . . .. 

Nine states, excluding \'Jisconsin, report they- issu~ truck drivers' lic~nses or 
an equivalent •. Truck drivers are· required to hold cha;o).:(feurs' licenses in.'l4 
·states. Three states show truck drivers must hold passenger auto 'll:ri'vers• _licenses, 
The minimum age for truck driver's license in 7 of the 9, states is 18 years. Texas 
issues the i~cense at 16 years and Kansas at 21 years. There are no maximum ages 
shown for the truck driver's or equivalent license. 

A number of states issue special driving permits to yout]lful driver:s-;·•usualiy 
for restricted purposes such as driving to and from sclioo:). or.fo.z:. u,se. :hi agricul-
tural work, .,;•. 

Twelve states'· returns supply data. on .. junior perlltl'ts' or their equivalents, A 
thirteenth, ltfyoming, menti·ons a' 11begitlile~.· !' p.ermi t'" under this item, as described 
in the State' of Wyoming Driversi'·Manual, 1951, the beginner's permit appears to be 
a learner's permit. · 

The minimum age mentioned in 9 returns, including Wisconsin's is 14 years. In 
2 cases permittees must be 16 years old. One state issues a permit at :).1 years. 

Maximum ages are shown as 1.5 in 3 states, '16 in 2, · 17 in 2 and "none'' in ) • 
Two states do not report anything under the maximum age item. t/isconsin is among 
those states 'dth the 15 Y<!ars maximum, .• 

While '16'ste.tes report only that school bus drivers must hold passenger auto'' 
drivers' or chauffeurs' licenses, 16 returns supply detailed information on sahool 
bus drivers' licenses or their equivalents.· · 

Minimum age limits are 2~ years· in 5 states, including Wisconsin, 16 years in 5 
states, 18 years in 5 states and 17 years in 1 state. 

No maximum age is reported for all school bus drivers in any case, though Wis­
consin reports "physical fitness" under the maximum age limit item, 

Minimum ages for securing learners' permits vary from 14 to 17 years in the 
31 returns indicating such permits. In 14 cases, 16 years is the minimum limit. 
Eight states report a 14-year minimum. Six states set minimums ranging from 15 
years to 15 years and 10 months, One state reports a 17-year minimum. Wisconsin 
is alone in its category with 2 minimums, one at 14 years (junior) and one at 
16 years (regular). One state does not report o~ the minimum age limit. 

Maximum age limits are shown only t11ice, Colorado indicates a 17 years max­
imum and Iowa reports 16 'years is its upper age limit. 

TABULAR U'FORi\l!\.TION: (See next page) 
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LRL-R-106 

TOPIC :). THE MINIMUM AIDJ M.UIMUM -'<GE LIMITS FOR DRIVERS' LICENSES.• 

I Passen,.er 
School :Bus 

Chauff' urs ruck D i ve.rs Junl or Driver T. 

state !:in. [ax. ~in •. Max, Min. Max, in. Max. !in, lax. Plin, Max. 
Ala. . 16 [None (3) . . . (6) .. ... ... (19) . .. 16 None 
¥rk, 16 !None 21 None 18 iT one 14 None 18 ~one 14 None 
Pal. 16 None 18 None (?) •• 1.5 1.5 17 ~one 16(29) None 
Col. 16 ... 17 ... (7) .. . .. ·-· . ~20) ... .16 17 
Conn. 16 INoue 18(4) None ... . . . . . . .. ... ... . .. .. . 
Pel. 16 !None 18 None {7) .. ... ... l" ~{one 16 None 
Fla. 14 . . . 16 ... ... . . ... ... 8(21) . .. 14{30) . .. 
ldaho 14 ... 18 ... 18 .. ... . . ... {20) ... 14 . .. 
Ind. 16-l/1< . . . 18 ... ... . . . .. . . . 1{22) ... 16 . .. 
Iowa 16 ... 17 . . . (7) .. 4{ll.) 16 ~6(23) .. . 14 16 
Jtans. 16 !None 18 None 21{8) one 1'-4(12) ~Tone 6(24) ... 14 . .. 
J¢y. 16 . . . 21 . . . 18 . . . .. . . . 1 {2o) ... 16 . ... 
Ila, 1.5 ... 18 ... (7) . . 4{13) • • • . (20} . .. •!"..!' . .. 
!'!d. 16 !None 16 None (7) •• ... .... (20) . .. 16 None 
Mass. 16 ~one ... ... . .. . . . . . . .. ... . .. . . . . .. 
Mich. 16 

~~~n 
18 ... (?) •• 14 1.5 (20) . .. 14 ... 

~inn. 1.5 18 Open {7) . . . .. ... 
f ~~~) ..-.. 15 Open 

J:i(ebr, 16 ••• ... . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. 1~ ••• 
Nev. 16 . . . 18 ... (7) .. . .. . .. (20) . .. 16 . .. 
Jli .H. 16 ... ... . . . 18(9) . . . .. ... 18(25) ... 1.5(31) . .. 
)'!.J. 17 !None 21 None ••• . . . . . . .. (20) . .. 17 "one 
N.Y. 18 . INane jl8 None (7) .. 16 17 {26) . .. 16 None 
~.D. 14 ~one !• •• ... (6) .. 14 . .. (19( •' ... 14 . .. 
J;lhio 16 None 118 None (7) ... . . . ... (20) . .. 16 None 
~k1a. 16 None 18 None 1,8( 10) one !1.4(14) None 16 None 1.5yrs. None 
~ . lOmas. . '-::.. 
Oreg. 16 ... 18 ... {7) . .... (15) ... {20) .. . 1.5 ... 
:§'a. 16 None . . . . . . . . . ..... ... . .. 21 IN one 16 None 
n.r. 16 None 18 None 18 one ... ... 21 "one 16 None 
-§.C. 14 None {3) ... {6) ... . . . . .. 16 !None 14 None 
?.D. {. nappl cable-1-S,D. ~as no river !He ens law) 
'!.'e:xas 16{1) hiT one 17 None 16 one . . . ... (20) • •• 16{32) None 
Vt, 18 . . . ... ... 18 ... tJ.6{16) 17 18 . .. ... ... 
va.. 15(2) "one 18{.5) . . . (7) . . . ... ... 1Hl{27) 17 15 None 

21 18 !None 
lvash. 16 ... . .. . . . ·- .. . . . Jl.3(17) 16 18 . .. 16 . .. 
ilis. 16 "one ... ... . . . . . 14 15 ~1{28) . .. ~14Jr. . .. 

!None 
16Reg 

Wyo. 15 18 None (7) .. (18) ... {20) ... (33) . .. 
It 

*For Footnotes see following page. 

-9-



LRL-R-10, 

100TNOTES,l!'QR ~ !~OllMATION FOR ~bPIO >· 
(1)14, with course in driver education. 
(2)"May operate except in cities or towns prohibiting anyone under 16 from 

operating. 11 

(3)state reports passenger auto drivets license must be held by chauffeur; there 
is no chauffeur's license as such. 

( 4)Chauffeur's license not issued. Data reported by state for Public Service 
Jlus license • 

(5)18, transporting commodities; 21, transporting passengers. 

(6)state reports passenger auto driver's license must be held by truck driver; 
there is no truck driver's license as such. 

(?)state reports chauffeur's license must be held by truck driver; there is 
no truck driver's license as such. 

(S)Special Chauffeur's license, as distinguished from regular Chauffeur's 
license. Special Chauffeurs' licenses are required of persons operating 
vehicles used as public or common carriers of persons or property. 

(9)Called Commercial License. 

'.lO)"Type of license determined by use to which vehicle is put, and not to type 
of vehicle." 

(ll)called "Schooi Permit." 

(l2)Called "Restricted operator's license." Restricts holder to driving to and 
from school and on parents' errands, in daytime only. 

(l3)Restricted to driving 9f po,.er cycles; license called "Power Cycle License." 

( 14) "To and from school only. 11 "To and From School License is authori-zed for 
14-15 year olds provided proof of necessity is established. Only 77 such 
licenses were issued in 1951. 11 

(15) "Have very highly rest):'icted Emergency Permit but very few issued. 11 

(l6)Called ,iunior license; driver cannot operate for hire or compensation di­
- rectly or indirectly, 

(l7)Data refers to Agricultural Permit. 
(18) 11Beginner's permit" indicated in return; no other information supplied. 

Data in state drivers' manual indicates this probably a learner's permit, 
rather than a junior permit, 

(l9)state reports passenger auto driver's license must be held by school bus 
driver; there is no distinct school bus driver's license, 

(20) . . 
State reports chauffeur's license must be held by school bus driver; there 
is no distinct school bus driver's license, 

(2l)Reported as Special Chauffeur's license. 

(22 )Reported as Public Passenger Driver's license. 
(23)school bus dri'lfers must have regular or special chauffeur's license issued 

by department of public safety. as well as school bus driver's permit 
issued by department of public instruction (Section 321.376, ~ ~ 
Drivers• Guide, 1951-52). 

-10-



J,RL-R-106 

FOOTNOTES TO TOPIC ). (Cont.) 

(Z4~chool bus drivers must be 21 years of age and have Special Chauffeur's 
license unless they hold Restricted Special Chauffeur's license, issued 
to minors (Section 62 (8-238) (a,), Hotor Vehicle Laws of Kansas, 1950 
Edition); Restricted special chauffeur's license for school bus drivers 
bet,een 16 and 21 years limits their bus operating activities to driv­
ing pupils to or from school only. 

(Z5)State reports no dist.inct school bus driverls license, ·Persons driving 
buses must hold the commercial license, which is also required of truck 
drivers. 

(Z6 lReturned questionnaire indicates no distinct school bus driver's license. 
It reports 11 che,uffeur and operator" and 11 cha,uffeurs 1 or operators'" as 
type of license reouired of school bus drivers. Section 20 (6). ~ 
York State Vehicle and Traffic Law, July 1, 1951 states that no chauf­
feur's license is required of persons driving pupils and teachers to and 
from school else1•here than in a city. 

(Z?)Operator's license "valid for operation as s.B.D. until subj, reaches 
18th birthday"; chauffeur 1 s license l'pplies at age of 18, 

( 2B)Maximum age reported e.s determined by "physical fitness," 

( 29 lstudent licenses may also be applied for by any student over 14 years of 
age taldng a course in e.uto driver training, Applications must be accom­
panied by consent of parents, guardian, or custodian, who accept liabil­
ity for civil damages. The license is free, It limits vehicle operation 
to such times as the licensee is taking instruction under the supervision 
of and at the direction of an instructor. It is valid only for the period 
of the course and for not over six months from issuance. (Section 254.6, 
Vehicle Code, State of California, 1951). 

(30)Applican~st be p;sons who, except for lack of instruction in opere.t­
ing a motor vehicle, ~10uld othenJise be oue.lified to obta.in operator's 
license (Section 322.07 (1), Florida Drivers' License Law for the Florida 
Highway Patrol, 1949). -----

(Jl) -
Instruction permit, for enrollees in high school driver training courses 
only. 

(32 )0perator license restricted to driving \•ith licensed operator in front 
seat. 

( 33) Ce.lled beginner 1 s permit. 

-11-



LRL-R~106 
TOPIC 4, WHAT ARE Tlll!l EXPlMTtON DATES AND ACTIVE PERIODS OF MOTOR VEHICLE. 

bPERATORS' LICENSES? 
GE}1ERAL COMl,JENTS: 

Reports concerning passenger vehicle operators' licenses for 16 states, includ­
ing '!lisconsin, show expiration dates falling either on birthdays or anniversa­
ries of issuance, In addition, J states provide for expiration in the month of 
birth. On the· other hand, 13 stat_es report a single expiration date, Maryland 
has no expiration date since licenses are permanent unless suspended or .revoked. 
Nevada reports expiration every 2 years-~·:· Colorado does not reply to the oues-
t ion and the topic is inapplic;ible to South Dakota, 

Sixteen states report a 2.;.year active period for passenger vehicle opera­
tor's license, Eight states report annual r·enewe.ls and 6 renew every :3 year$. 
Only 4 replies, one o~ them Wisconsin, show 4-year licenses. · Maryland's li­
cense is valid >rithout limit unless suspended oro revoked. T'~elve states in­
dicate a single date on ~1hich all such licenses Elxpire in their states. Ten 
states provide foJ: expiration either on anniversa.ries or expirati-on of birth 
dates. In one state chauffeUrs' licenses expire on the birth month. Nevada 
reports licenses expire every year, and Maryland does not report its expiration 
date. 

In 18 cases chauffeurs• licenses ·are· valid for one year •. The active period 
is 2 years in L; states, 3 years in 2 states and 4 years in one· state. 

Of 9 states issuin~ separate truck drivflrs licenses, 4 states report their 
expiration oil birthdays·or anniversar~es of issue,nce, .one state reports expi­
ration in the month of· birth, and 4 states report calendar dates when all 
truck driver licenses expire simultaneously. 

The active period for __ truck drivers' licenses is one year in 7 states and 
2 years in 2 states. · · 

Of ·12 states issUing junior permits; 7 state~ including Wfsconsin, have. them 
eJ<Pire.onbirthdays, anniversaries of·issuanlie or some date reiated to thf!'date 
of issuance. Only 2 states have .a single date of expiration for all •. :In 2. 
replies the date is not clear. · 

.Active periods for junior permits vary from 1 year in 3 states to 2 years 
in 7 states, including Uisconsin, ·and 4 years in one case. The 12th state reports 
60 days, and therefore must have in ·mind. a learnel'Js permit rather· than a"con­
tinuing junior permit. 

School bus drivers t license~> :are reported as expiring on bi·rthdays, an­
niversaries of issuance in 6 cases and on the birth -month in one •ase. Simul.­
taneous e:itpirations of all licenses occur in 6 states. -T~IO stateE! indicate 
that the date of expiration is indefinite, and one provides no information. 

Active periods of one year are most common among school bus driver-li­
censes. Nine states provide such periods. In 4 states the active period is 
2 years, in 2 it is indefinite. ilisconsin is the only state to report a 4-
year active period. 

Almost invariably learners' permits expire a certain number of day_s after. · 
issuance. This period varies from JO day~> to 2 years •. Eleven'·states use 
60 <lays, 7 use 90 days, J use JO days. Minnesota permits 4 months, 4 states 
permit 6 months, Oregon extends it to a year and Texas to 2 years. In 
Colorado it expires at 17 years and in New Hampshire it extends not longer 
than the school year. 

TABULAR INFORMATION: (See next page) 
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LRL-R-106 
TOPIC I.J.. EXPIRATION DATES AND ACTIVE PERIOD OF DRIVERS' LICm'SES. 

DI - De.te of issue 
B - Birth date 
BM - Birth month 
P - Permanent 

Passenger Chauffeur ~ruck Drive Junior 

State Date 
Ala. 
Ark, 
Cal. 
Col. 
Conn. 
D 
F 

el. 
la. 

Idaho 
nd. 
O\'Ia 

an, 
y. 

I 
I 
K 
K 
L 
M 
M 
M 

a. 
d. 
ass. 
ich. 

1inn. l 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
0 
0 
0 
p 
R 
s 
s 
T 
v 
v 
\~ 

~~ 

il 

ebr. 
ev. 
.}I. 
.J. 
.Y. 
,D. 
hio 
kla. 
reg. 
a. 
.I. 
.c. 
.D. 
ex. 
t.' 
a, 
ash. 
is. 
yo. 

R-30(3) 
2-31 

01 .... 
I.J.-30 

-30 
B 

RM 
~ 
-1(3) 
-31 

DI 
p 

DI 
DI 

B 
9-1 
? 
B 

-31 
~-30 

S-30 
B 
BM 
B 

1'--31 
~-,30 
'>-30 

I 
~ SM 
B 

In 
~ 

Pe- Pe-
riod Date riod 
2yrs . ... .. • • <I 

lyr 12-31 lyr 
I.J.yrs DI I.J.yrs 
3yrs 12-31 lyr 
lyr 4-30{1) lyr(l) 
2yrs B 2yre 
lyr 9-30 lyr 
2yrs B lyr 
2yrs 2-28 lyr 
2yrs B lyr 
2yrs 7-1(3) 2yrs 
2yrs 1-1 lyr 
2yrs DI lyr ...... . . . . 2yrs 
2yrs . .. " . . . . . 
3yi:S DI lyr 
I.J.yrs ' 1-1 lyr 
2yrs . . . . . . . .. 
2yrs very yr lyr 
lyr . . . . . ... 
lyr 3-31 lyr 
3yrs 5-31 )yrs 
2yrs . . . . . ... 
3yrs B 3yrs 
2yrs BH 2yrs 
2yrs 12-31 lyr 
lyr . . . . . . . . 
lyr 9-30 lyr 
4yrs r••• . . . . 

Inapplicable--
2yrs DI lyr 
lyr . . . . . ... 
3yrs Dj: lyr 
2yrs . . . . .... 
I.J.yrs . . . . . . . . 
3yrs DI lyr 

L'e~ Pe-: 
Date riod Date riod 
.... • • 0 • . .... . . .. . 
12-31 lyr · 6odays 60days .... . ... DI I.J.yrs . .... . . .. . . ... . . . . 
6; ••• .. ~ ... . ... . ... 
.. . . . . ... .... . ... . . . . . -· .. . ... . ... 
B lyr ..... . . .. . . . . . ..... . ... . .... . . . . .... (2) 2yrs 
7-1(3)2yrs 7-1{3)2yrs 
1-1 lyr ... .... .. ... . . .. . . ... Dl 2yrs . . . . . .... . .... . ... 
. . . . . ... ni .. .. . . . .... . .. ,. lyr ..... . . . . . ... . .... . . . . . ... .... . . .. . . . . . .. ... . ... . ... 
B lyr .... . ... 
• • • 11 .... . . .. . . . . . 
. . . . . ... at 18 2yrs . ... .... 6-30 2yrs .... . . . . . ... . ... 
BM 2yrs 13M 2yrs 
. . . . . ... .. .... . . . . 
. .. . .. . ... .. . . .... 
9-30 lyr ..... . ... .... . . . . . ... . ... 

p.D .. has no driver licen 
DI lyr J· ... . . . . 
B lyr. B lyr . . . . .. . . . .... . ... . .... . . .. . ·-... lyr 
. ..... . .... t 16 2yn(4) . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. . .. . 

pch.BusDrive 
Pe-

Date rico. 
. ... . ... 
12-31 lyr 
(5) lyr . ... . .... . . .. . . . . . 
B 2yrs 
9-30 lyr 
.. ... . ... 
2-28 lyr . ... lyr 
7-1(3)2yrs . .. . . . ... . . .. . .. . . . 
. .... . ... . .... . ... ..... . ... . . .. . . ... 
.. . . . . .... . . . .. . .... 
B lyr . ... . ... 
..... . .... . ... . ... 
. . . . . .... 
Bl<l 2yrs . ... . .... 
(6) (6) 
9-30 lyr 
(?) (7) 

e law) . ... . ... 
B lyr 
DI lyr 
B 2yrs 
DI 4yrs . ... . .... 

Learner 
Period a.ctive 

BOdays from DI(8) 
~Odays from DI 
6 mos. from Dl 
17th B 
; .· ............ 
60days from DI 
90days from DI 
60days from DI 
6 mo. from DI 
60days from DI 
60days from DI 
SOdays from DI 

• ••• .,. ••• 0 ...... 

Odays from DI . .............. 
50days from DI 
'1- ·mos. from DI 
S mos. from Dl 
Cdays from DI 

{9) 
30days from DI 
6 mos. from DI 
10 days from DI 
90 days from DI 
60 days from Dl 
1 yr from DI 
90 days from DI 
90 days from DI 
~0 days from DI 

eyrs from DI 
............. 
10 days from Dl 
SO days from DI 
(10) 

10 days fromDl(ll 

(!)Chauffeur license not issued. Data reported for Public Service Bus license. 
(2)ilhen converted to driver's license. 
(3) Odd years. 
(4) Expires at 16 years, two-year maximum. 
(5) At end of semester. 
(6) Indefinite. Driver must a.lso haV'e regular annual operator's license. 
(7) Indefinite. 
(8) Also 30-day extension. 
(9) Information from Ch. 117, Sec. 4a, The State of N.H. Motor Vehicle La~r, 1951. 

(10) section 85.08 (?), ilis. Stats., 1951, provides6o:-day learner's permit ~,ithout 
school driver course-:-· Section 8).08' (?m), 1!/is. Sta.ts., 1951, provides 5-month 
permit with school driver course, ---· · · --

(11) ilay be renewed for 90 days.(Informat_!~~-from \'iyo. Drivers.' Manual, 1951) 



LRL-R-106 

TOPIC 5. i~HAT ARE TIDJ Oil.IGlNAt FEES FOR ALL TYPES OF DRIVERS' LICENSES! 

. The_ fees charged by the 35 states reporting passenger vehicle drivers-•. 
licenses,w•ry from SO¢ to ~S. Nine states show·a $1 fee; 7, including ·--­
l'lisponSin;oove a ~2 fee; 5 charge.$;3; .an4_ ;fees of $2.50, $1.25 and 50¢ 

-have 2 adherents each. : ~ . . 
· Original chauffeur's license fe_es ra~e from "no fee 11 in· New Jersey 

to ~6 in Oklahoma. The- most. .common_ly 're])orted fee is- $2, stated in 10 cases, 
Thr'ee· stat'es,- charge $-3. There are 2 state_s ~ac~ which .char~e $1, $1,25, $4.50 
and $5, and one each which charge& ~],,50 and -~~·?O• . · 

. Original truck driver's licen~e ·fees :range from $2 in 3 cases ·to 
one case, Three states charge $2,50•'~3 and 84.50 respectively and 2 
charge $5, · · ., . : · · . - . . 

$8 in 
state_s . ' 

.•.c 

. Original costs for junior permit.s range from "no :feei• in ·wisconsin· to--$3 .. 
in Oklahoma. Five states report $1 origipal_fees, 2 states report $2 and 
one e~ch charges $1.50 and ~2.50,.. , , • , . · 

Original school 'bus driver's.licens.e. ;fees range 'from no charge in 4 
. stat,es to $6 in one.-- Two states c:harge. S.2.50 and 2 l!tates, including lfis­

consi:ri, charge $2, --One state each c.harge~> !"1._25, $3. $4.50 and 85, Two 
states do not comment -on fees and .ill. Yirginilit the feEl 'changes from 50¢ to 
$2 when the youthful driver. reacl;les. 18 years of age. · ·Two states did not 
coim):tent' on fees. · · 

--· · Original learnefl;l permit fel;l_~>, ra~~~ from· none in 11 states to· $4 in one 
state. Six states, .includi)1g l'lis.consin, charge $1, 5 states charge 50¢, 2 

· sta.tel\ charge 35¢ and 4 states ·J.'eport f"e'es of 1'6¢., 25¢, $1.25 and $2 respec­
. ti:.telY; _Michigan and Dela,~are ~id not report oil 't·his item. 

' 

- --
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LRL-ll.-106 
TOPIC S. ORIGINAL FEES FOR ALL TYPES OF DRIVERS' LICENSES. 

State Passenger Chauffeur Truck Driver Junior School Bus Driver Learner 

Ala. 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 
Conn, 
Del. 
Fla. 
Idaho 
Ind. 
Iowa 
Kans. 
Ky. 
La. 
Md, 
Mass. 
Mich. 
Minn. 
Nebr. 
Nev. 
N.H. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I. 
s.c. 
S.D. 
Tex. 
Vt. 
va. 
Wash. 
Wis. 
vlyo. 

$2.25 ···••···· . . . . . . . . . . . • ••••• • •••• A • • • • ... • • to .. 

$1.00 $S.OO 
$2.00 $2.00 
$1.00 $2.00 
$:;.oo $:;.oo(4) 
$2.SO $2.SO 
$1.00 $2~00 
$2.00 $2.00 
$1.2S $1.2S 
$l.SO $2.00 
$1.oo $:;.oo 
$2.00 $2.00 
$1.00(1) $2.00 
$:;.so $4.SO 
$5 .oo ....... . 
$1.2S $2.00 
$1.00 $l.SO 
$2.00 •......• 
$1.00 $2.00 
$J. 00 •••••••• 
$:;,oo No fee 
$2.00 $S.OO 
$2.no .......• 
$ .7S $1.2S 
$:;.oo $6.oo 
(2) $1.00 
(3) ......... . 
$4.So $4.SO 
$ .50 •....•.• 
(Inapplicab1e--S,D. 
$l.oo $:;.oo 
$2.50 ....... . 
$ .so $2.00 

$3.00 •••.••• 
$2.00 •••·••• $1.00 $1.00 

$S.OO 
••••••••••• . .......••. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... 
$2.00 . .......... .. 
•··•····••· $:;.oo 
$2.00 . ......... . ............ ... -· ...... . . .......... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . -• ..... . .......... .. 
$5.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
$8.00 
• • • li ....... . ........... 
$4.50 

None 
$2.00 
• • • • • • 
• ••••• ...... . ..... . . . . . . . ..... 
$1.50 
$1.00 
• ••••• 
$1.00 . . . .. . . . ........ 
$1.00 

.. ..... . ...... 

. .. .. . . . 
$2.00 
$1.00 . . . . . . 
$).00 . ..... 

None 
None . .................. .. . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . 
$2.50 
$2.00 .................. 
••••••••••••••• 
$:;.oo . ................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,_ .. . .............. . . ............. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .............. . 
b ................ . . ................ . 
$S.OO . ................ . 
......... -..... . 
................ 
$6.00 . -· ............... .. 

• • • • • • :t-1one 
• • • • • • $4.,50 

~-····•·••• •••••• Free 
has no driver 

$2.00 
$2.SO 
-- .......... .. 
. ......... . ............. . .......... .. 

license law) 
.. . . . . . . ............... .. 
$2.S0(5) $2.SO 
.. • ••• il; .so 

$2.00 
$1.00 
No fee . ..... 

. ............. . 
$2.00 . ............. . 

(1) Fee in Orleans Parish is ili2. 

$ .:;5 
None 

$2.00 
$1.00 ....... 

(6) 
Free 
$1.00 
$ .so ........... 
Free 
$ .25 . ..... .. 
$1.2S . ...... -. . ...... . 
$ .)5 
Free 
$1.00 
None 
$1.00 
$ .10 
None 
$ .so 
None 
$ .so 
$4.00 
$ .so 
Free 

$1.00 . ..... . 
None 

$ .so 
$1.00 
None(?) 

(2) Original licenses issued on or after July 1, 1947 entail fees based on 
length of period betwee11 issuance a:nd expiration, to l#it: less than 18 
months, 50 cents; 18 months to 29 months inclusive, one dollar; JO mo11ths 
to JS months i11clusive, one dollar SO cents. This data ~rom Sec. llS-216, 
in Motor Vehicle Laws of Oregon, 19Sl-2 edition. 

(3) Inctuded in learner's. permit, 
(4) Chauffeur license not issued. Data report refers to public service bus 

license. 
(S) Sec. 10,1S3, Motor Vehicle La~ts of Vermont, published by Motor Vehicle 

Department. - - ---
(·6) Covered by origi11al application. 
(7) From State of \lyoming _Drivers Manual, l:9Sl. 

-lS-
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TOPIC 6. WHAT A1!E THE RENEWAL FEES FOR VARIOUS TYPES OF OPERATORS' 
LICENSES? 

GENERAL COMMENTS: 

In most of the 33 states reporting renewal fees for passenger opera­
tors' licenses, they are at the same rate as original fees, In 4 states, 
including \·/isconsin, renewal fees are less than original fees. Eleven 
states charge $1 for rene~1al, 7 charge $2, 4 charge $3 and 3, including 
Wisconsin, charge SO¢. Each of the amounts of $2.50, $1.50, and $1.25 
are reported in 2 states, and 1 state each charges $5, $2.25 and 75¢. 
Maryland's permanent license program does not involve a renewal. 

Of 24 states reporting, except for 3 instances of revision downward, 
renewal fees for chauffeurs' licenses reported were the same as original 
fees. The range was from no fee to $6. Eleven states charge $2 for re­
newals, 3 charge ~3. and 3 charge $1. Two states report a fee of $1.25 
and one state each reported £2.50 and $4. Maryland does not have a re­
newal fee for chauffeurs' licenses. 

Of 9 states reporting on renewals of truck drivers' licenses, 5 states 
rene~1 such licenses at $2 and one each renews at S2.50, $3, $5 and $8. 

Of 10 states reporting on junior permits, 5 rene~1 at $1 and one each 
at $2 .SO and $3. In Arkansas. California and New York there are no re­
ne~lals. 

School bus driver renewal fees differ little for the original fees. 
In only 3 of 10 cases t1as the fee different, and in each case the renewal 
fee was lower. The highest fee was $6 in Oklahoma and the SO¢ fee in 
Wisconsin was lowest. $2 and $2.SO are most common. 

Of 21 states reporting, 11 do not charge for them. \fuere a charge 
is made, it varies rrom 25¢ to $2. SO¢ and $1 are the most common fees. 

TABULAR INFORMATION: {See next page) 

( 
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TOPIC 6, REl'!E~IAL FEES FOR VARIOUS TYPES OF OPERATORS' LICENSES, 

State Passenger Chauffeur Truck Driver Junior · Soho<lll. :Bus Driver Learners 

Ala. >~2.2S . . . . . .. . . . ... None 
~:irk. $1,00 $S.OO $S.OO None .None None 
Cal, $2.00 $2.00 .. "' . None None $2.00 
Col. $1.00 $2.00 . . . . . ... . ... . ... 
Conn. $3.00 $3.00(1) . . . . . ... . ... . ... 
Del, $2.SO $2.SO .... . ... ~2.SO (3) 
Fla. !in.oo 82.00 . .... • ••• $2,00 Free 
Idaho $2,00 $2.00 $2,00 ...... . .... ••• lit 

Ind. $1,2S $1.25 . ... . ... $1.2S $ .so 
Iowa $1.50 :!>2.00 .... . . . . .. .... . ... 
Kans. $1.00 $3.00 $3.00 $1.00 $3.00 Free 
Ky, $2,00 $2.00 $2.00 •••• . ... $ ,25 
La. $1,00 $2.00 . . . . $1.00 . ... • ••• 
J;Iass. $S.OO L,,, ... " . .. ~ •••• .... 
~!ichl $1.25· $2•00 • • • • $1.00 •••• . ... 
I~inni $Lb6 $1.00 • • • !t ~ . ~ . ,. 

.JS •••• . ' 
Nebr. 82.00 . . . .. . ... . ... . .... Free 
Nev. Sl.OO $2.00 . . . . . . . . ' .... . ... 
£T ,H, $2.00 ..... $2.00 • • • • $2.00 . .... 
N.J. $),00 No fee . . . . . ... $;L,OO 
N.Y. $1.SO $4,00 . . .. . No Renewal •••• None 
N.D. $2 .-oo . . . -. . . . . $1.00 . ... . ... 
Ohio $ .7S $1.25 .... . . . . • ••• $ .so 
Okla. $).00 $6.00 $8,00 $).00 $6.00 None 
Oreg. $1,00 $1.00 . ... . . . . • ••• $ .so 
Pa, $1,00 . . . . . .. . . •••• None None 
R.I. $2,00 $2,00 $2,00 • • • • $2.00 •••• 
s.c. $ .so . . . . . ... . ... Free Free 
S.D. (Inapplicable--has no driver license law) 
Tex. $1.00 $).00 $2.00 • ••• . ... $1.00 
Vt. $2,SO . . . . $2.SO $2.50(2) $2.SO • ••• 
va. $ .so $2.00 1'. ~! .... * .so None 

'2.00 
~lash. $).00 • • • • • ••• $1.00 . ... • ••• 
Wis. $ .so . . . . . ..... . ... $ .so $1.00 
1!/yo. $1.00 $1.00 . ... . ... . ... None(4) 

(l)chauffeur 1s license not used, Item refers to public service bus license. 
(2)section lO,lSJ, Hotor Vehicle Laws of Vermont. 
(J)covered by origi~~lap;J.icat~o~-.--
(tr)Information from State of l'iyomin!(';_DE~-~s Man~-~· 19Sl. 

-17-



TOPIC 7. iiHAT ARE THE FEES FOR ISSUING DUPLICA'l'E DRIVERS' LICENSES? 

GENERAL COMMENTS: 

Duplicate fees ranging from 2S¢ to $l.SO are repor~ed by all the 36 
states except Delaware, Maryland, South Dakota and Vermont for passenger 
driver licenses. Twelve states, including tlisconsin, charge SO¢. Nine 
·charge 2S¢, 8 charge $1 and the remaining 3 charge JS¢, $1.2S and $l.SO 
respectively. 

Duplicate licenses for chauffeurs vary in cost from nothing in 
Kentucky, Minnesota and New Jersey to $2 in Colorano. Seven states charge 
SO¢, 6 charge $1, 4 charge 25¢, and 2 each charge 7S¢ and ffil.25, Dela\~are 
and Maryland did not report on this item. 

Four states report duplicate truck drivers' licenses cost $1, 2 states 
charge 50¢ and one state charges 25¢. Kentucky reports no charge for 
duplicates • . . . 

Duplicate licens·e. fees range from no charge in Arkansas and 'flashing­
ton to $1 in Michigan-and Oklahoma. Four states, including i/isconsin 
c~rge so¢, 2 states charge 2S¢ and 2 states did not. reply. 

Duplicate license. fees for school bus driver 1 s ·11eense range from 
no charge in 4 cases to $1,2S in one case. Three states, including 

~ · l~isconsin, charge SO¢. Two charge 2S¢ and 2 charge $1. Four states 
· .· ·entered no information under the duplicate fee item. 

Only 17 states ~eported regarding t4e_fees charged for duplicate 
learners' permits; In 2 case.s they were not issued, and in 9 cases no 

''.'charge is made. One state .charges $1, j charge SO¢ and 2 charge 25¢ • 

. TABULAR INFORMATION: (See next page) 

... 

. . .· ~ .; . 
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LRL-R-106 
TOP! C 7. THE FEES FOR ISSUING DUPLI GATE DRIVERS 1 LICENSES. 

State 

Ala. 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fla. 
Idaho 
Ind. 
Io~1a 
Kans. 
Ky. 
La. 
Md. 
Mass. 
Mich. 
Minn ... · 
Nebr. 
Nev, 
N;H •. 
N~J •. 
NoY. 
N;D. 
Ohto 
Okla 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I. 
s.c. 
S.D. 
Tex. 
Vt. 
va. 
Wash. 
Wis. 
~Tyo. 

Passenger 

$ .2S 
$1.00 
$ .so 
$1.00 
$ .so . . . . 
$ .2S 
$1.00 
$1.2S 
$ .2S 
$ .so 
$ .2S 
$ .so . . . . 

Chauffeur 

.... 
$1.00 
$ .so 
$2.00 
$ .SO(l) . ... 
$ .2S 
$1.00 
$1.2S 
$ .so 
$ .so 
•• it •• 

$ .so . ... 

Truck.Driver 

. . . . 
$1.00 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • . .... 
.. ... 
$1.00 
• ••• . . . .. 
$ .so . . .. . 
• ••• 

. J • • . . . . 
$1.50 .... . -i~~:~.' 
$1.00 $1;00·. • ; " . " 
$ ... 35 .. • . • ,.£ .. ~ 
$ .so . ·-·. ·-. . f•. 
$ .:50 $ .so ..... 

Junior 

. . . . 
None 
$ .so 
. . '. . ... 
• • • • . ... . .. . . . ... 
$ .2S 
$ .so . ... -
$ .so . ... . . . . 
$1~00 
.. .. . . . . . . 

$ . • so • . . • · $ .so- -.. . ... 
$a.oo ·No .fee ·•'·· . . . . 
$1.00 SillOO •••• .... 
$ .25 •.• ~... -~. ~ ; ~ $ .2S 
$ .2S $ • 7S ..... . . . . 
$1,00 $1,00 $1.00 $1.00 
$ ~'2S " $ .2S •••• 
$ .50 . • • . • .. . .. . .•..• 
$1.00 $1.00 $1.00 •••• 
$ .so . . . .. . . . . . . ... 
(Inapplicab1e--S.D. has no driver license law) 
ffi .2s $ .2s $ ·.2s ... -. 
• • • -. • •• • ·.· $2:.00 ~--··~~ ···; 
$ .2S 

$ .so 
$ .so 
$ .so 

$ .2S 

•••• . . . . 
. . . . 
_.. ..... : .~ . . . .. · .. · .. 
• ••• 

-19-

..... 
None.· 
$ .• so 

School Bus 
Driver Learners 

• ••• 
None 
None 
• ••• . ... . . .. . 
$ .2S . . . . 
$1.2S . . . . 
$ .so .... . . . . . . . . . ... 
" . . . . . . . . .... . . . . 

. $ .so 
•••• . . . ~ . . . . 
•••• 
$1.00 . ... 
None 
$1.00 
Free 

. ... 
$ .2S(J) 
$ .2S . . . . 
$ .so . ... 

None 
Niirte 
•••• 
$ll00 ., .. ..... 
Free ...... 
$ .so 
•••• 
Free 

i i •••• 

.. ... . ... 

. .... .... .... 
Free 

' ..... 
... ... 

None istnted . ' .. .. ._ . 
None· issued 

None 
$ .2S 
$ .so 
• ••• 
Free 

$ .2S . ... 
None 

-· ... 
$ .so 
None(2) 
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TOPIC 8. 

. ·-·- ;;.• '. 

i r . ~- J: . .-. ~ . 
\fRAT SPECIAit :tr)i!EJS FOR DRI'VERI3 1 LICENSES EXIST? 

.-. ~ ; - .. ' . ~-f. 

GEJ>.JTIRAL C0!1MENTS : 

Some states have additional fees which 1'!.re imposed to ·cover specific 
features ·of their licensing program. Three states charge from $1.50 to 
SJ to cover examination costs. Five others charge from 50¢· to $1.50 as 
registrar's fee, fee for a metal tag, and change of name. Included in 
these is Wisconsin's $1.50 fee t-o- cover late rene>Tal applications. 
Oregon's fee is used to cover a-1Il0tor vehicle accident fund. It is 50¢. 

Only in one 
license charged. 

case, Ohio, is an additional fee for a chauffeur's 
Th}s is a fee for the registrar. 

' 
Only one state, Vermont, reports an additi-onal fee for truck drivers' 

licenses. It is a S2 examination fee. · 
)?. ;__ 
' . t,~ ', '•. 

No states report an additional fee for junior permits. 

Vermont is the· only state which requires a f)3e in additi'on to the nor­
mal registration or'r~ne\1al fee· for school bus drivers. It re'Quires a $2 
examination fee. • · • 

Only Ohio,which has a 25¢ fee• for the deputy registrar, has an addi­
tional fee for learners• permits. 

TABULAR INFORMATION: (See next· page) 

.. 

.. . . "' 
- ..... 

. ,. ~ 
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' TOPIC 8, SPECIAL FEES FOR D~IVERS 1 LICENSES. 

State Passenger 

Ala. 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 

None 
None 

. . . . 
Conn. $2 exam. 
Del. 
Fla. 

.. .. . .. 

. . . .. 
. Idaho •••• 
Ind. 
lm<a 

. . . . . . . . 
Kans. None 
iCy, 
La. 
Md, 

. . . . 

.. . . . . . .. . 
Has~. ii;J exam. 

~1.50 ree:xam. 
Mich. . . .. . 
Minn • ••.. 
Nebr • •.•• 
Nev. 50¢. change 

of name 
N.H. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 

Okla, 
Oreg. 
Pa• 
Rd:, 
s.c. 

. . . . 

. . . . . . . .. 
25¢ registrar 
fee 
None 
50¢(1) . . . . ..... 

Chauif eur 

• • • • 
None . . . . 
• • • • . . . . 
. . .. . .... 
. .. . . ..... 
None . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . 
None 
.. ... 
• ••• . . . . 
.... . . . . . . . . 
. . . ., 
Same 

None 
. . . . 
• ••• 
;. ... 

s.:o. 
Tex1 
Vt• 
Vai 
vlash. 
\~is, 

Wyo. 

10¢ metal 
tag 

(Inapplicable-~~.Di 
None Ndne 

$2. e~nH 
Ncirie . . . . 
:;;1.50 late . ... 

. . .. . . . . . 

. ... 

Truck Driver 

. ' .. • . 
None . -... 
•••• 
· .. < 
~ .• .. 
;, ... 

~ .... . ... . ... . . . . 
~Tone . . . . . ... . . . . 
. . . . 
. . . . . . . . 
.. ... 
. . . . 
.. . . . . ... .... 

11one 

. .. . . . . . .. 
• ••• 

has no aHver 
:No he 
$2 exlitn< 

• ••• 

.... 

Junior 

. . . . 
None . ... . .... . ... . ... . . . . 
.. .... 
.. . . . . ... 
None . . . . . ... 
. .... 
None 
• • • • . . . . 
.. ... 
.. ... 
-. ... . .... . ... 
None 

-· .... 

license lal•) .. ~ . 
1 ' i • . ' " . 
• ••• . . . . . ... 

School :Bus 
Driver 

. ... 
None 
None . . . . . ... 
. ... . ... 
• ••• . ... 
•••• 
None 
.. .... . ... . ... .... 
. . . . . ... . ... . . . . 
..... . ... 
. .. ' 
None 

•••• 
.. .... ...... . ~ .. 

~ l '' $2 eiam, 
N6na . ... . ... . .... 

Leaf nets 

None 
None 
None 
. ... . ... 
. ... . ... . ... . .... 
None .... . ... ..... . ... 
.... . ... 
None .... 
" ... . ... . .... .... 

25¢ registrar 
fee 

None . ... 
• ••• . .... 
• ••• 

None 
' ... 
:None . ... .... 
None (2) 

(l)On ee.ch orig·inal and each renewaL Used td cover motor vehidie accident fund. 

(2)Taken from ~fyom!_I,l!'; ~rivers Manual,, 19.5_h __ 
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.. -~ ... 

TOPtC 9. \~HAT ARE THE RESTRICTIONS ON YOUTHFUL DIRVEB.S HOLDING A 
REGULAR LICJlmSE OTHER THAN A JUNIOR PEtt\IIT? · 

,, "' 

' . : '. 

In some states '~hich do not have junior permits,. it is recognized that 
ina.ny youthful drivers iack the maturity of judgment e.nd conduct that comes 
l1ith age and e:qierience, In such states youths may only obtain licenses 
subject to certain restrictions. In some states ~ri th junior permits, youths 
holding other types of driving licenses are also restricted, 

····seven states "report they restrict youthful passenger auto driver li­
censees. Two states restrict young passenger auto and chauffeur licensees. 
There is one report of rest"rictions affecting youthful pa,ssenger auto, 
clia'u:ffeur, and pol~ercycle license holders. In 3 cases _rel!trictions ,on use · 
of 'learners 1 or "instruction permits by youths are reported,. lascons:i,n is 
not ·among the states report'irig under this topic. 

· ln the 13 states reportil"ng restrictio.ns "on youths; 9 ~equire th.e. ,cpn- ~ .• . ~ .,. .. ~ ~ 

sent· or signature "of parents, guardian, or _equivalent bef.ore licensing .the 
appl1cant. Three of these 9 indicate parental liability for you,ths 1 dama.ges 
in case of accidents is usUally required, · In J cases, the you-thful""licimsee 
must drive 11ith a licensed driver accompanying him. T\<o .. states restrict the 
youthful license10 to daylight driving. One permits itsNrestricted youths 
to· operate in no vehicle except a training'car and then only if they are' 
enrolled in a high school driving course. · · · ·· · ... 

.Reported restrictions apply in J states to license,!)$ up to 21 years of •. 
age .. or to 11 minor·s~i1 Six states restrict up·. to 18 years. In 2 ptates youths. 
up to or at 16 years are a±'!ected, One st?-~e restricts 15.,-year olds •. The ( 
13th-state reporting restrictions does not specify \<hat_ age group of 
youths are e.ff ect l!d. 

Some states report restrictions applying to holders of the junior 
permit. In such'cases the ;nformation has peen tabulated \<ith material 
in-Topics 3 to 8~~- . 

... TA:BUtAR HlFORHATtmri (See next page') ' 
l ., ~ . 

FOOTNOTES FOR Tl>.BlJL.AR INFOlj!W}~ION FOR TOPIC 9, 

(l)D~ta from Sections 350-355; Vehicle ~. -~of California, 1221. issued 
·by Dept. of Jv!6tol' Vehicles; Sacramento, California. . . 

(2).Pa;ent or guardian must Tenuest or consent" 'to issuance of license ·and 
furnish required financial liability, P.D. l!n,ooo, P.L. $20,000. 

(j)Restri_cted l,i,censes issued to persons 14;.16 ;}re;r~-ol~ when defin-ite need 
or hardship is sho\<n, All minors under 18 years must have license. ap­
plications signed by parents, guardians·, oustodians or other responsible 
persons. Signers in most cases thereby become liable for any damages 
caused by negligence or \<ilful misconduct of minors '~hile driving 
(Sections 6296-7 (a) and 6296-10, ~Vehicle La\<s of Ohio, 1951, com­
piled by Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles. 
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TOPIC 91 RES'l'RICT!ONS ON YOUTHFUL DRIVERS HOLDING A REGULAR LICEi''SE~ 

State 
Ala. 
Ark • 
Cal. 

Col. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fla. 

Idaho 

Ind. 
I0\1a 

Kans. 
Ky. 
La. 

Md. 
t4ass • 
Mich; 
!Uhn. 
Nebr. 
Nev. 

N.H. 

N.J. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 

Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I. 
s.c. 
S.D. 
Tex 
Vt. 
Va. 

Hash. 

~Tis. 

~/yo. 

Type of 
License, Held 
None 

.......... l •. -•...••• 
Passenger car (l.j 
or chauffeurls 
.... l •..... ~ ..• ~ 
Passehger car 

1lone 
Passenger ear 

tearner•s permit 

Learner's pfilrmit 
' ••• -· ••••••••• 0 •• 

• • • • • • • • • 0 •••••• 

. ' ................. 
Passenger auto, 
chauffeur's Qr 
pd~rei- cycle 
.~t.~ ... i~~ •• ~.~ 
iJ&.i ••• ll ...•. .-
,J! ........... : .. . 

. . . 
~-~·••••i•••••·Ll 

Passenger car 

Instruction permit 

. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• .. .. • .. • .. • 0 ....... . 

.. . .. . .. . .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . 
Passenger car; 
chauffeur's . .............. . 
Passenger car 
Passenger car 
.. . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . 

Restrictions 
None 

• • • • • ••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 

Parental signatures and liability 
required in most cases (1) 

.. ............ 0 ............ . 

(2) 
None 

Daylight driving only; ahrays 
~lith licensed operator over 16, 
except cycles, etc. 

Daylight only, altvays '"i th 
licensed driver 

Dri v:l.hg >Ii th licensed driver . ... ~.~.-~.l .. J. ......... .. 

. ...... ~.~···!.;.1 .. ~ ... . 
.. ••••••••• 4-. ....... •••••• 
Minors' applications must 
be signed by parerits, 
tutor ot custbdiarl~ 
. ... ~ .................... . . .. .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 

'None because of age 
None 

Must have parent ' s or 
guardian's signature 

Only for 15 yr. olds erxolled 
in high school driving course; 
may operate no vehicle except 
training car 

• •••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . 
- ••••••••• " 0 ••••••••••• 

(3) 
(3) 

• .................... 0 0 •••• 

Parental approval required 
Parental consent required 
• .......... 0 •••• 0 ......... . 

None None 
(Inapplicable--S.D. has no driver license le.w) 

None None . . ' ............. . 
Passenger car 

Passenger car 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 

• ......... 0 • 0 • ~ ••••••••• 

Parental or equiv. consent re­
quired. 15~yr. olds prohibited 
:from driving in tO\ms where op­
eration under 16 forbidden 

Parental or equiv. signature 
required 

• .................. 0 ..... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . 
* For Footnotes see prior page. 
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Age Group 
Affected 
Hone 

. ......... .. 
Under 21 (1) 

. .......... . 
16-18 
None 
14-16 

......... -· . 
16 

• ••••• 0 ••• . ......... . 
Minors 

. ........ . ........ ·-. . .......... . ............ 
16-18 

15 

.. ........ . . ........ . . .......... . 
14-18 

. ......... .. 
Under 18 
Under 18 

None 

None . ......... . 
Under 18 

16-21 

. ......... . . ......... . 
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LllL-R-106 

TO;E'IC 10. 
. •,: 

WHAT DRIVING EXPERIENCE IS REQP!RED OF CHAUFFEURS, TRUCK 
DRIVERS A1'D SCHOQL BUS, DRlv:ERS1 

·- -.......... - .. :· .... . 

GENJ!lRAL COMMENTS: '. '.' .. 
; ..•... 

In some state.s a person· wishing to secure an operator rs license au-
.. th;,ri zing the hauling of passengers or property mu'$t me~at ciei;'tain require­

ments as to driving experience not required of ordinary vehicle drivers. 
Previous driving experience for a stated period is one such requirement. 

Of 28 states reporting on this item for chauffeurs• licenses, 18 
do not require previous driving experience. Eight states, ho\•Tever, re­

.. quire one year of previous experience as·' a_t!i'iver. Two states, Arkansas 
and Florida, do not comment on this item.· · 

A total of 21 states reported that· they· have no special driving 
experience requirements for persons wishing to ~1ork as truck driven • 

. Five. states require one year of experience. Wisconsin does not comment 
on this item. 

Of the 35 states reporting, 19 do not require any special driving 
experience of school bus drivers, ~thile 8 states require one year of 
previous driving experience, and one state requires 2 years. Seven 
other states, including \iisconsia, make ·no comment on this item. 

'I!AllULAR H1FOm-!ATI ON: (See next page) 

-24-



LRL-R-106 

TOPIC 10: YEARS :SXPERIENCE RE9UIRED FOR CHAUFFEURS, TRUCK DRIVERS 
A}TID SCAOOL BUS DRIVERS. 

State Chauffeurs Truck Drivers School Bus Operators 

Ala, None none none 
Ark. .... . ..... None 
Cal. . . . . ..... 
Col. l yr .. ... 1 yr. 
Conn. :Hone none :Hone 
DeL l yr lyr l yr 
Fla. 1 yr 
Idaho l yr (l) l yr l yr 
Ind. l yr 2 yrs ()) 
Io>1a None None None 
Kans. l yr l yr 1 yr 
ICy; ._ ... 
La. . .... 
Md. None None None 
Mass• . ~ ~ . . . . . . .... 
Mich. None NoiJ.e None 
Minn. l yr. lyr 1 yr 
:ta'ln• • None 1Tone None 
Nev. l yr l yr 1 yr 
N.H. . ... .. . .. . . ... 
N.J. None None llTone 
N.Y. None None 'None 
llT.D. . ... }lone 
Ohio . . . . ..... 
Okla. None None None 
Oreg. . ... . ... 
Pa. None 
R.I. l Yf (2) None 1 yr 
S.C. 1Tone None . ... 
S.D. (Inapplicable--s.n. has no driver license law) 
Tex. None JITone 1Tone 
Vt. None None None 
Va. None None None 
\'lash. . ... 
Wis. • !l •• • <I •• 

Wyo. None None None 

(l)nata from Section 49-310, Motor Vehicle La\~s o._f -~eState of I.~!;t?-o, 
revised to September 1, 195-f~--- ·-----· 
---·---- --- -----····~ --· 

(2)chauffeurs of taxicabs. 

())nata applies to public passenger drivers. 
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LRL-R-106 

TOPIC 11. \'/HAT SPECIAL PB.YSICAt REilUIREi<!JilN'l'S ARE ~ FOR CHAUFFEUR, TRUCK 
DRIVER AND SCHOOL BUS DRIVER LICENSES? 

GENERAL COHMENTS: 
. . . . . '• . : ~ 

In some instances, physical requireme!lts for obilov.ff'eurQ maybe-more e:xact• 
int than those for passenger auto drivers, 

The ~jority of reports show no special physical requiremel\ts. Fourteen 
of them show or imply "none" under this question._ Seven make no entry._ l'ihere 
entries other than "none" are made, in only ) _cases do they seem to indicate 
more than routine requirements. In Ne\1 Jersey. annually submitted evidence of 
physical fitness is required. New York requires there be no disability affect­
ing safe operation. Rhode Island requires 20/20 vision with or without glasses. 

All but 4 states-dndicate there are no special physical requirements for 
truck drivers, or make mo entry under this item. 

In at least ) cases, physical requirements reported do -~t seem exacting. 
The fourth case, Ne~r York, req_uires that there be no "dise,bil;ity aff'eqting 
pa.fe operation." 

A total of 21 states (including vlieconsin) either report 11none 11 or do not 
enter evidence of special physical require~~~~s for the occupation of school 
bus driver. In 14 states school bus drivers must meet some physical require­
mentis, in 5 cases at least amounting to an -,an!ilual examination. South llakota 
indicates the item is not applicable in that state. ·· · 

TABULAR INFORMATIOH: (See next page) 

.... 

; ·· ... · 
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.LRL-!t-106 
TOPIC ll. SPECLU, PlClSICAJJ Rl!JQ,UIP.E!:!ENTS FOR Cl!AlJ'FFEUR, TRUCI~ DRIVER 

AKL! SC'lOOI, BUS DRIVER LICh'NSES. 

State 

Ala. 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fle .• 

Idaho 
Ind. 
Iowa 
Kans. 
Ky. 
La., 
i~d. 

Mass, 
Mich. 
Hinn, 
Nebr. 
:Nav, 
U.H. 
N.J. 

N.Y. 

N.D. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 

R.I. 

s.c. 
S.D. 
Texas 
Vt. 
Va. 
lvash. 
ilis. 
11yo. 

Chauffeur 

None 
Nona 
None 
None 
None 
Pass .... 

None 
None . .... 

exam. 

Good health 

only 

Physically all right . .. .. . 
None 

I 

None 
Normal 

Annual evidence of 
fitness (1) 

No disability affect­
ing safe operation 

. . . . 

. . . . 
20/20 vision w glasses 

None 

Truck Driver 

:Hone 
None .... .. ~ . 
None 

. ... 

None 

Good health 

Physically all right 
~ ..... 
None 

None 
Normal 

None 

Same 

None 

. ... . ... . ... 

None 

School Bus Driver 

bTone 
20/20 v1s1on, all limbs 
Physical (~led) eKam. 
None 
None . ... 
2 eyes,feet,hands, 

20/40 corrected eyes 
Pass annual phy. exam. 
Physical exam. (~) 
Annual phy. exam (?) . ... 
Good health 

Physically all right 

None 

None 
None . ... 
Annual evidence of 

fitness (1) 
No disability affecting 

safe operation .... 

Annual physician's 
certificate 

Annual phy, exam,,vision 
corrected to 20/20 .... 

(Inapplicable--S.D. has no driver license la~1) 
None None None . . . . . .... . ~ .. . . . . . ... . ... . .... No physical defects . . . . .. .... 
~Tone None None 

(l)From Title 39: 3-10,1, ~Vehicles and Traffic Regulation, New J·Jrsey Dept. 
of Law and Public Safety, Jul,, 31, 1951. 

(2)Data from Sections 321.375 and 321.376, The Iowa Drivers' Guide, 1951-52. 

(3) Data applies to public passenger drivers. 
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LRLwR-106 
TOPIC.l2. ARE SPECIAL EXAI.!INATIONS AND DRIVING TESTS IN THJ!l TYPE OF VEHICLE 

USED IN THE OCCUPATION REoUIRED FOR CHAUFFEURS, TRUCK DRIVERS AND 
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS? 

GENERAL COM!VIENTS: 

A mtl.jor:i,ty of. the states reporting on special requirements for chB.Utfrirs ·in­
dicate they are required to pass a special examination, Comparatively fe~r shott 
a driving test is administered in the· type· of vehicle the Chauffeur uses in his 
work, 

Iri.19 states chauffeurs must pass a special examination to practice their 
... occupation •. Eight states indicate there is no special examination· requirement·· 

for chauffeurs, 

TWenty•two states report chauffeurs are not required to pass a driving test 
1n the t;Ype of vehicle they ~rill use if they work as chauffeurs, Only S returns 
show a driving test must be passed in the type·of vehicle to be used in the oc-
cupation. ·, · 

· In 14 ·cases,. reports sho~r a special examination is required for persons wish­
ing' to ·work as truck drivers. Ten states do not have such a requirement. Two. 
s'tates tdth special requirements for truck drivers do not enter -comment on this 
item. 

In 20 states·truck drivers are not required to pass a driving t~st in the 
type of vehicle to be used in their t1ork, Five states report such a test is re­
quired. One state with special truck driver requirements makes no ent.ry regard-
ing the driving test, · 

In 24 states, including Wisconsin, school bus drivers must pass ·a ·special 
examination to engage in the occupation. Eleven states make no such'requirement 
or do not report it. 

Twenty-three·states either report school bus drivers are not required to 
pass a driving teet in a school bus or fail to report on the item. In lasconsin 
ana in 11 other st.ates the school bus driver must pass a. driving test in a vehicle 
used in the occupation. . 

~ .,· 

South Dakota reports both items under this topic are inapplicable in its 
case. 

TAllULAR INFORMATION: (See next page) 

..... 
-28-



LRL-R-106 
TOPIC 12. SPECIAL EXAl~S AND DRIVERS' TESTS IN THill TYPE OF VEHICLE USED IN 

THE OCCUPATION RE0UIRED OF CHAUFFEURS, TRUCK DRIVERS AND 
SCHOOL BUS OPERATORS. 

--r_" _________ s~p~e~c~i~a~l~E~x~a~m~s~--·~~--=---~---D~r~iv~e~I~·-T~e~s~t~·~i~n~T~y~p~e~o~f~V~e~h~i~c~l~e~ 
Sch, Bus Sch. ~.Bus 

Stat.~e~+-~C~h~a~ffeurs Truck Drivers Drivers 

Ala, 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fla. 
Idaho 
Ind. 
Io1va 
Kans. 
ley. 
La. 
Md, 
Mass. 
Mich. 
Minn; 
Nebr~ 
Nev. 
N.H. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oteg, 
Pa. 
R.I. 
s.c. 
S.D. 
Tex. 
Vt. 
Va. 
\vash. 
\'lis • 
v/yo. 

bTone . . . . 
Yes 
Yes 
None 
Yes 
Yes . .. . . 
Yes 
Yes 

No 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
None 
Yes . . . . 
Yes 
Yes . . . . 
Yes 
Yes 
Ho (1) .... 
Yes 

None 

.... .... 
None . . . . 
Yes . . . . .... 
Yes . . . . 
No . . . . 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes· 
None 
Yes 
Yes 
None 
Yes 
None 
Yes 
Yes 
No (1) . . . . 
Yes 

None None 
(Inapplicable--S.D. 

Yes, Yes 
No 
Yes Yes 

•••• . . . . 
Yes Yes 

has 

None 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes . . . . 
Yes 
Yes 
. . . . 
Yes(2) 
Yes . . . . 
No 

Yes 
Ho 
Yes 
Yes 
Hone 
Yes 
Y~s 
Yes 
Yes 
1 ••• 
Yes 
Yes 
)'To (1) 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

no driver 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

( l)Return indicates only "Regular Testa. 11 

( 2lnata applies to public passenger drivers, 
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Chauffeurs 

None . . . . 
No 
No 
None 
No 
No . ... 
No 
Yes . . . . 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
None 
No .... 
Yes 
No . . . . 
no 
No 
No (1) 

I 
y;~ . 
lione 

1 cense law) 
No 
Yes 
Yes . . . . .... 
Ho 

Truck Driver Drivers 

None .... 
. ..... 
None . . . . 
No . . . . . ... 
Yes . ... 
No 
. ... 
No 
No 
No 
11o 
None 
No 
Yes 
}!one 
No 
None 
No 
No 
No (1) . ... 
Yes 
None 

No 
Yes 
Yes . ... . ... 
No 

None 
No 
Yes 
No 
.. ... .... 
Yes ..... 
No (2) 
Yes . .... 
No 

No 
No 
No 
No 
None· 
No 
Yes 
Yes 

No . ... 
No 
No 
No (1) 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

No 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Ye6 
No 

•·" 



LRL-R-106 

TOPIC lJ, \'/HAT OTHER SPECIAL REQ.Ulll.li!mlTS ARE THERE FOR Tmi: CHAUI!'l!'EUR, 
TRUCK DRIVER A1CD SCHOOL BUS DRIVER LICENSE? 

(,1-ENE!Y'L C0111-IENTS: 

A total of 14 reports sh9w apecial requirements for school bus 
drivers not covered under previous topics. Among these, Wisconsin 
requires the driver be of "good moral character," in 21 cases, :tn~· 
eluding South Dalcota, no special requirement not discussed under· 
previous ·topics is shotm. 

TABULAR INFORHATION: (See next page} 
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LRL-R-106 
TOPIC 13, OTHER SPECIAL REOUIREHENTS FOR C!Ul.UFFEUR, TRUCK DRIVER AND SCHOOL 

BUS OPERATOR LICENSES. 

State 

Ala. 
Ark, 
Cal. 
Col, 
Conn. 

Del. 

Fla. 
Idaho 

Ind. 
Iowa 

Kans. 
Ky. 
La. 
Md. 

Mass. 

l~ich. 
Minn. 
Nebr. 
Nevi 
N.H. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg, 
Pa, 
R.I. 
s.c. 

S.D. 
Tex. 

Vt. 

va. 
Wash. 
lvis. 
V!yo. 

Chauffeur 

None .... .... 
••• It 

None 

.... 
• ••• 

File cert. o:f employment 
and good character (1) 

. .... 
•••• 

. ... 
Valid operator's license . ... . . . . 
Minor under 18 cannot 
~1ork at driving .... . ... 

None .... 
• • • • 

Evidence of good char. 
Photographs .... . . . . 

' . . . . 
(2) 
• i .. ~ . . . . 
None 

Truck Driver 

None . ... . . . . . . . . 
None 

Chauffeur license 

. ... 

School Bus Drivers 

None 
None . ... .... 

Must be certified by local 
school board 

Chauffeur license; must at­
tend S.B.D. school annually . ... 

Cart. of employment 
and good character 

Chauffeur license; cert. of 
(1) employmentgnd good 

character ( 1) . ... 
• ••• 

. ... 
Valid operator's license 

• • • • . • .... 
Minor under 18 cannot 

work at driving . ... . ... 
None . . . . . ... 
None 

Photographs 
None . ~ .. . ~ ~ . 
(2) . . . . 
6 ••• 

None 

. ... 
Chauffeur license 
Permit from Dept, of 

Pub. Instruction (3) . ... 
Valid operator's license 

. ... 
Cha.uffeur license 
Must be 21-60 yrs. 

~lust be 21 yrs. of age 

None . ... 
None . ... 

Evidence of good char. 
Photographs . ... 
Chauffeur license 

(2) .... 
"~ '' Sp~cial trng.course. con-

ducted by dept. 
(Inapplicable--S.D. has no driver license la ) 

Additional 1"!-tts and Additional la,~s and Additional test on laws 
rules test 

Nay require phy. or 
mental test . .. . . 

. ... . ... . ... 

rules test 
May require phy. or 
mental test . ... 

and rules (4) 
May reouire phy. or 

mental test . ... 
:::: 'Good moral ~~:acter 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

Data from Section 49-310, _ _l!~~oz: Y~t:~.C-~~- Law~ a! t.£1~- ~tate of Idaho, B.:~.e~ to 
September 1, 1951. 
Return-- indicat;s only "Regular tests." 
Data from Sections 321.375 and 321.376, The Iowa Drivers' Guide, 1951~52. 
If under 21, must have recommendation from Frincipal and county sup-erintendent. 
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LRL•R:.J;o6 · 
~bPIC 14> WltAT ARE CONl:iiTIONS OF EMPLOYMENT OF DRIVER LICENSE EXAMU!ERS? 

Gl'JNERAL COMMENTS: 

. -,·- ~ -~---

The concensus .. of ·opinion is tha.t driver's license examiners should be state 
perso~nel, and that only in the case of applications for rene~~ls in which state 
staiidara.'s are carefully observed sh<!uld the work be delegated to local officials. 

In 27 of the 35 states reporting state examiners are used' eiclusivel.T. T1-1o 
states report that part of their examiners are state employee without report­

':1,!\g by whom the rest are employed. Washington reports only th8.t' some of ih 
examiners are state employes. In one case some examiners are state employes 
and some county. In another case some of them are state employes and part are 
private persons. Only in Michigan are some examiners county and some local em­
ployes; In ConnecticUt state, county and private persons constitute the examin­
ing f<~rce. In Wisconsin,state, county, and local examiners are reported. . . . . . - . 

It is gener~liy felt that the best type of examiner can be secured only by 
utilizing full-tiine workers on a fixed salary. Only Colorado and \1isconsin have 
any examiners who are paid by fee. In' the former the system applies to only part 
of the eiiJ,ininers at each employment level. In Wisconsin only a very fe~1 part­
time deputy sheriffs are so paid. In 29 reporting states all examiners Q1e paid 
by salary. This is even true of the state ~1hich employed state, county and pri,­
vate persons. In Wisconsin all state and local and most county examiners work 
on a salary:: Three states do not show hotq their examiners are .paid. 

T\qenty-f~ve states reporting sho~1 that all their examiners are full-time 
personnel a1; whatever government level employed, Two states sho>~ both part and 
full-time employes on the state level. One state shows both full and part-time 
employes at the state, county, and private level, In another case with county and 
local examiners. they are only partly full-time employes. In ~lisconsin all state 
and local examiners are full-time employes as are most county· e:Xaminers. ( 

The utilization of full-time employes does not necessarily mean that they 
devote a,ll- their hours to the particular function or task.. l)l"dk'iver license 
examining trained. specialists are most apt to be found among those devoting all 
their time and attention to examining. According to 19 reports,· examiners 
spend all their time at the examining job. Colorado shows its' state examiners 
devote substantia~ly all their time to examining, but does not-report on private 
persons examining. In Wisconsin most, but not all, state examiners and a few 
local examiners spend virtually all their working hours examining, but no county 
examiners spend substantially all their time at the task. Six states reporting 
on state examiners indicate only part' of their time is spent examining, 

TABULAR !im'ORMATION: (See next page) 
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LRL-Rl06 
TOPIC 14. THE CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT OF DRIVER LICENSE EXA!\Il!l\'ERS. 

Code: SA - State all CA - County all LA - Local all PA - Private all 
SP- Sta~art CP - County_JLart LP - Local Jlart PP - Pri va t.e nart 

Employment Paid Paid . Examiners devote 
Level of by . by Full-time substantially all 

State Examiners Fee Sa ita& Workers their time to examining 
Ah. SA .... SA SA SA 
Ark. SA ...... SA SA SP 
Cal. SA ..... SA SA SA 
Col. SP,CP,Pil SP;CP,PP SP,CP,PP SP,CP,PP SP 
Conn. SA .... SA SA SP (4) 
Del. SA ..... SA SA SA 

ra· 
SA ..... . . . . . ... . .... 

dah6 SP,CP . . .. . SP,CA CA .... 
ndi SA .... SA SA SA 

Iowa. SA .... S..J\. SA SA 
Kansi SA SA SA .... 
Kyi SA .... SA SA SA 
ta-~ SA ...... SA SP SA 
Md, SA .... SA SA SA 
Mass. SA . ... SA SA SA 
l~ich. CP,LP (1) ..... CA,LA CP,LP CP,LP 
Mihn._ SA .... S.!\. SA SA 
Nebd SA I. ! .. SA SA SA 
Nev. SA .... SA SA SA 
N.H. SA .... SA SA SP 
N.J .. SA . . . . SA SP .... 
+~. y. SA ··~· .. SA SA S.l\. 
N.D. SP .... SA . ._ .. SP 
Ohio S.ll. SA SA SA 
Okla. SA .... (3) SA SA 
Oreg. SP,PP (2) ..... SA pA SA 
Pa. SA . ... SA SA . ... 
R.I. SA .... SA SA SA 
s.c. SA SA SA SA 
S.D. (Inapplicable--S.D, has no driver license ]at<) 
Texas S.ll. ..... SA SA SA 
Vt. SA ..... SA SA . .... 
Va. SA .... SA SA SA 
Uash. . . .. . . . . .. SA .... 
Wts. SP,CP,LP Cp SA,CP,LA SA,CP,LA SP,LP (5) 
\'/yo. SP ..... . ... SP SP 

(1) Examining done by local police and sheriffs, 

(2)_11.11 exa.miners state employes except 3 private persons in isole.ted locations 
not on examiners' schedules. · 

(3)Both "all paid by fee" and "all paid by sa.ll".ry 11 checked. Probably latter 
applies. 

(4)All examiners when so ordered may be called upon to make investigations on 
road patrol or do other 11ork incidente.l to the job. 

(5) None of county examiners devote substantially all their time to examining. 

-33-



i.Rt-R-106 
TOP~C lS. r/HERE AND \mEN NAY DRIVER LICENSE EXAMS BE 'l'ADNY 

, .. GENERAL COMHENTS: •, 

In the 28 cases where the ~sports state the distance applicants mQst travel 
to be examined in terms of miles, the mileages range from ''usually none" to :300 
miles. ·The heaviest concentration of reported distance!)_ are at 20 arid 2.5 miles, 
with 8 and 6 instances respectively. ~elow 20 miles. varying distances are 
shown in 4 returns. Distances over 2.5 miles are cited in 11 returns, :3 of them 
at 30 miles and 2 at .50. Wisconsin indicates the maximQID qistance that must be 
traveled for an examination is 20 miles. Six states of the :3.5 in which this 
question is applicable do not reply in terms of miles or do not answer tho it~ 
at all, 

Some states feel examining is a. matter of such importance that those appli-· 
cants ~rho cannot other,•ise appear should take time off froin their normal activi­
ties to apply for examination during r$gul,ar of:fi.ce hours: Twenty-one state~. 
make some arrangements beyond regular office hours for the public convenience. 
Sixteen states serve applicants for various periods on Saturdays. One of these 
16 is the only.case reporting evening hours of service; evening hours are ob­
served t ,.ice per ~reek. Five states, incl\lding vlisconsil,l, ~how service outside 
regular hours by appointment. Four states indicate special service at special 
times under "other" arrangements. Fourteen states defhiitely indicate that they 
do not examine outside customary daytime business hours:" · 

In states where in all testing facilities the same examination is uniformly 
administered to all applicants by impartial examiners \1ith similar qualifications, 
training and examining techniques, it probably makes little difference in test 
results wherever the applicant is tested, In states where the examination varies 
in content or manner of administration from one examining area to another, unless. 
forbidden to do so, applicants may tend to go .to the areas \<here passing the 
tests is easier, avoiding their own residential areas• examiners if they give 
a relatively more difficult examination. Neither a "yes" .nor nno" response to 
this question ·fn itself indicates ~thether the applicant is confronted ~lith rel­
atively the same examination wherever he goes in his state, However, if, there 
is variance in examina.tions,tfrle "yes" or "no" reply is important in the 
driver licensing picture. 

Excluding South Dakota, where there is no driver's license examina.tio~28. 
states indicate an applicant may freely take his examination outside his resi,­
dentia.l area.. · Seven states, Alabama., Arkansas, 'colorado·, Idaho, Kentuc~, 
Michigan and Vermont, do not customarily permit this cho~~~· 

TA:BULAR INFORHATION: (See next page) 
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TOI'I C 15 • IIHEilli AJ)ID iiHEN !•lAY DRIVER 1 S LI CJDNSE EXA1-IS BE TAKEN? 

State 
Ala. 
Ark •. , 
Cal. 
Col. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fla. 
Idaho 
Ind, 
Im~a 

Kans. 
Ky. 
La., 
Md, 
Mass; 
Mich. 
Minn. 
:t>Tebr. 
Nev. 
N.H. 
N.J-. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa, 
R.I. 
s.c. 
S.D. 
Texas 
Vt. 
Va. 
v/ash. 
\1/is. 
l'/yo. 

Maximum miles 
applicant must 
travel to exam. 

25 
20 
••• 
50 
20 
25 
20 . . . 
l-5 
20 
20 
30 

(l) . , . l 
l2 i 

~ ~ . I 

I 40 
50 
60 

150 (2) 
25 
25 
30-35 
.(3) 
25 
75 (4) ... 
20 

)00 
20 

(Inapplicable 
30 
25 
30 
4 

20 
(5) 

(l) Not outside parish •. 

Evenings 
... ... . .. 
No 
•• IIi ... 
... . .. 
••• ... 
••• ... 
Nd 
No 
••• ... ... ... 
Yes(6) ... 
No 
No ... ... ... 
No ... 
••• 

-S.D. has 

... ... 
••• ... 

Are exams given 

Saturd.ays By aPPointment 

• •• . .. 
Yes Yes . .. • •• 
No ... 
••• . .. 
Yes (7) • •• 
Yes . .. 
Yes ••• 
Yes Yes 
Yes • •• . .. . .. 
Yes 
Yes ... 
No No 
No :t>To . .. . .. 
Yes . .. . .. 
Yes • •• 
Yes 

No No ... No 

Yes . .. . .. . .. 
No No . .. . .. 
Yes . .. 

no driver license la") 
Yes ... . .. 
Yes . .. 
Yes Yes . .. Yes 
••• Yes 

(2) Examiners located only in larger totms. 
(3) Given in each county seat. 
(4) Isolated cases only. 
(5) Usually none. 

Other 
(8) . ... 
No . .. 
No 
• •• . .. . .. 
. .. 
No . .. 
.-.. ... 
No 
(9) 

:t>To 
(10) 
... 
(11) 
No 
No 
No . . . 
No 

.•No 
No 
• •• 

(12) 
No . .. 
. .. . ... 

Can exam. be 
taken outside 
area ofresidence 

I No (13) 

I 
No 

_Yes 
(14) 

i Yes ' I 
I Yes 
I Yes I No 
I 
I Yes 
I Yes I 

I 
Yes 
No (15) 
Yes 

I Yes 
I Yes 

I No 

I Yes 
Yes (16) 

I Yes 
I Yes 

I 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes . .. 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
No (17) 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

(b) City examining locatton open on specific evenings, usually 2 a t~eek, includingSat. 
(7) Last 2 Sat. each quarter. 
(8) Roving examiner visits school to give exam to driver training class. 
(9) Local bureaus may arrange hours suitable to unusual local needs. 

(10) During rene"al period exceptions are made to accommodate all applicants,if p-pssib~, 
(il) No exams. other than the regular examining points available under ordinary 

circumstances. 
(12) Special exam. assignments made to handle large groups of applicants at schools, 

defense plants and military bases. 
(13) Except by special permission of chief examiner, 
(14) Only when good reason exists. 
(15) Unless given permission by cler~ of county. 
(1"6) But license must be purchased in applicant's home county, 
(17) If emergency exists, otherwise taken in home area. 
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TOPIC 16, WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE i/RITTEN TEST? 

. GENEJiAL COMMENTS: 

·All of ·the reporting lltates thet issue drlvers 1 l'icenses have 11- w,ritten ex-
amination .eXCEIIl~.J4e,ssa.chusetts and Pennsyl'l7a.n.ia, ... 

The number of questions asked ranges from 101 reported in 14 oases, to a 
total of· 70 in Minnesota. Six states report 20 questions in the examination, 
3 states.:25, and? states 15. ·_There are single cases of 12, 30, 40 and 50 
questi!lnl!, the latter ilisconsin•s. In Texas, 20 questions are asked in the 
:passenger auto drivers• exam~nation and 30 in the cbSuffeurs'.and truck driv­
ers'; Miehige,nts number of ouestions is not clearly indicated, 

' ~ .. 
The passing ~ade is 70%-in 17 states ·and 80% inS. In 2 states at eaoh 

rate 73-1/3%, 75%. and 76% of the questions Dl11st be correctly ans1~ered, Wiscon­
sin~s is one of the .. cases of 76'/>, 85% ~.nd 8?l% a1·e each represented once, 
Nevada reports 70% to 80% is ac¢eptable. Be~~use th8 number of questions 
asked in··Nichigan is not clear, the passing- rate cannot be computed, . - . - . . . 

Sets of questions range from 2 in 3 states, including Wisconsin,· to 12 
1n 2 states. One·of the lat~er, Texas, has_l2 sets for passenger auto driv• 
ers and·: 12 for chauffeurs and truck drivers. Ten states have 4 sets.. Wyoming 
has: 4 for :passenger auto driv!Jrs and 4 for chauffeurs. Florida reports 4 for 
passenger auto drivers, 4 for. chauffeurs, and 4 for special ohauffeurs. Three 
cases of 3 sets are Eh01m. Oregon indicates 3 passenger auto driven' sets and 
2 for ce}lauffeurs. Four states report 5 sets~ 

Three states have 10 sets and 2 ];lave 7. One state has 6 sets,. another a; 
Kansas does not report its npmber of sets. 

Eighteen states indicate all or part of their written examination questions 
test factual kno\<ledge and judgment. Eight' states, including Uisconsin, report 
their ~ll"itten examination tests factual knowledee on}.iV,• Seven states. do not 
indicate under ~lhicj:l category. their questions are included. 

TABULAR INFORMATION: (See next page) 

"• ".'' 

.. .'" . 
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TOPIC 16. THE 1'/RITTEN TEST. 

uo~/ many dl.f-
Ho"' many HO~I me.ny cor- ferent !?ets of Do questions test 

Ste.te ouest ions rect t.o pass guestions are used 1tn01<led,ge or knowled~;~.jud,gment 
Ala. 10 7 10 yes 
Ark. 33 25 4 ... yes 
Cal. 40 35 10 yes ... 
Col. 20 16 4 ... ... 
Conn. 10 7 5 yes ... 
Del. 15 11 4 ... yes 
Fla. :J-2 9 4 yes 
Idaho 20 14 3 ... yes 
lnd, 10 7 4 ... yes 
lo1<a 25 20 4 yes 
Kans. 20 14 . .. 
Ky. 25 19 3 . . . . .. 
La. 10 7 3 yes 
Md .. 10 8 7 ... yes 
Nass. . .. 
Mich. 9 (3) 4 ... yes 
Hinn. 70 (4) 49 (4) 4 . . . .. . 
Nebr. 20 14 2 ... yes 
1'Tev. 10 7-8 7 .. . 
N.H. 15 11 5 . ..... 
N.J. 10 1 12 ... yes 
N.Y. ' io 7 5 yes· 
N.D. 10 7 4 ( 6) (6) 
Ohio 10 7 4 yes ... 
Okla. JO 21 4 ... yes 
Oreg. 20 15 3(5) ... yes 
Pa, . . . ... 
R.I. 10 8 10 yes ... 
s.c. 20 14 5 . .. 
S"~D. (Inapplioable--S.D. has no driver license law) 
Texas 20(1) ~~(1) 12(1) ... yes 

30. 12 ... yes 
Vt. 10 7 8 yes 
Va, 10 7 6 yes 
VJash. 35 20 2 ... yes 
Viis. 50 38 2 yes ... 
liyo. 10 (2) 85% 4 (2) ... .. . 
(1) Top figure is passenger test; bottom figure is chauffeur and truck driver. 

· (2) Data from State .9f Wyoming Drivers He.nua.l 1951, pp. 9, 36-51. 
(3) Gives total questions as 9 but says need 12 and 16 to pass passenger's and 

chauffeur's test respectively. 
(4) 20 signs and 50 on law. Must get 14 signs e.nd 35 law questions correct, 
(5) 2 sets for chauffeur's tests. 
(6) Road signs test knowledge. Road rules test knm<ledge and judgment. 
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TOPIC 17. 1</HAT IS THE NATURE OF THE ORAL TEST? 
'·-. ' 

GENERAL COMl1ENTS: · 

Eighteen states ·report they have ol'al drivers• e:mmi.Mtions. In most oases 
these are given to persons who cannot take a written examination because they do 
not read 'or write. However, in Massachusetts and Pennsylvania they are adminis­
tered to all examinees_, for those states do· not have written examinations. 

Q:ue'stions asked vary from "no limit" in Nevada to 50 in Wisconsin. Texas 
asks 20 of passenger aut.o drivers and 30· of chauffem-s and truck drivers. Ten 
questions are most common, reported in 6 cases. Seven remaining states ask 3 
or more,· 5, 7, 20, 25, and 30. Two .ste.tl'Js do not sho~' the number of oral ques-
tions. ' · · · 

In 9 .. states the oral passing grade is 7ff/,. Three states reouire that 80%. 
of the oral responses be correct. liisconsin requires a grade of 76%, Colorado 
100%, and ~!assachusetts ·indicates "three and, at discretion of examiner." Three 
states do not show 1~hat 'tthe passing grades aitp in their ore.l examinations. . ·~ 

Of 13 states rep~y~ng to the item, 3 heyo one, and 2 each have 4 and 5 sets 
of oral questions. FivE! states have diff.erent numbers of ·sets ranging from 2 in 
l~i~consin' to 12 in New .Jersey. . Texas has :12 sets for passenger auto drivers and·· · 
12 for chauffeurs and t,ruck drivers. Massachusetts has no fixed sets of oues- · · 
tions, since they are cho.sen at random by the examiner. 

Ten states indica.te. all or part of their oral examina~ion questions test· 
factual knowledge and j_ud.gment. Five .s·tates, including l1isconsin, report their 
oral examfnation tests .factual knowledge only. Three states do not show under 
which category their questions are included. 

TABULAR INFORi'-!ATI01T: (See next page) 
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J'O"lC 17. T}1E OFA]:. TEST''=====jj=''=='~'F:ii=.:"'=========~==O'""P== 
Ho~1 many differ- Do questions 

Hm1 many 
questions 

10 

H0\•1 many cor­
ro.ct· to pass 

7 

ent sets of quos- Do questions test test knowledge 
State 
Ala. 
Ark.' 
Cal. 
Col. 
Conn. 
Del, 
Fla. 
Id~.ho 

Ind. 
Io>~a 

Kans. 
ICy • 
La, 
l-id. 
Mass; 

tions arc thoro factual know~l~od~gco~~a~n~d~.~ju~d~g~m~c~n~t~ 

Mich, 
:Minn, 
Nebr. 
;Nev~ 
N.HI 
N.J. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I 
s.c. 
S.D. 
Texas 

Vt. 
Va. 
~lash. 

\~is. 

'llyo. 

5 

,7 . . . 
. . . 
'10. 
25 

10 

(2),-·, 

4 

7 . .. 

. . . 
' .. .• '7·· 

.. 20. ',• 

. . -· 
7 

3 or.more 
3 or exam1r 1s 
discretion(?) 

4 5 

1 • :. 

No limit . ~ ~ 
10 

. .. 
10 (3) 
30 

... ... 

... 

.. . ... 
7 
.. . . .. ... 

21 . .. 
70% 

20 14 

10 ~s 
1: Pe Q 5 ... 
. . . 
·-·. 
... 
,If. 
4. ... ..... 
3 

{?) 

1 . . . 
...... . .. 
12 . .. 

1 

5 . .. 
5 

•-.. : 
--·' ... 

yes (1) ... . .. . .. ... . .. ... .. . .. . .. ... 
. . -!~ .0: .. 4 

: .. . yes ... 
.. .. • ... ... yes ... 
yes . yes 

!,<- •. ,. 

yes . .. . .. 
No limit No limit . .. ... ... 10 ... . .. 

. .. ... ... yes 

. .. 
yes ... . .. . .. . .. 

(lnapplicable--S.D, has 
20 (4) 14 (4) 
30 21 

no dri vor license 1a~1) 
12 (4) 
12 

... tes 
10 

50 . . . 

7 

38 

6 

2 
... 

es ... . .. 
10 . .. 
yes ... . .. . .. 

(1) Illiterate and non-English speaking applicants only. 
(2) Tho Hassachusetts oral cxamine.tion consists of 3 or more questions taken at 

random from a question and ans~mr pamphlet. Since the numbor of auestions 
asked may vary above 3 at tho examiner's discretion, tho passing also varies 

~fr~ 

at his discretion. Thoro aro no fixed sets of auostions, since they are chosen 
at random from a number of topics. 

(3) Oral examination given if applicant is unable to write. 
(4) First line refers to passenger auto drivers' license; second line refers to 

chauffeurs' a.nd truck drivers' licenses, Oral examination is ,given if appli­
cant cannot read. 
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TOPIC 18. DOES THE DRIVERS' EXAMINATION INCLUDE PHYSICAL TESTS? .. 
GEi'IJ!lRAL COMHENTS: 

All of the reporting states the.t have drivers 1 licenses test some 
aspec"t of tne a.ppli6ants 1 physical condition to some degree. 

All 35 ~tates inMcate they test'the visual acuity of examinees, 
'·Testing for eolor blindness is a pe.rt. of the examination program in 28 

states• In 26 cases hearifig is tested; in 8 it is not tested. One 
state does not comment on the hearing item, Wisconsin tests all 3 
elements of physical condition. 

Eleven states report they test a variety of other defects which are 
comparatively easy to mea.sure and evaluate. 

TABLUPR INFORHATION: (See next· page) 
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TC?IC 18. PHYSICAL TESTS IN DRIVERS EXAMINATIONS. 

State 
Ala. 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col, 
Conn. 

Dol, 
Fla. 
Idaho 
Ind, 
Io~ra 

Kans. 
Ky. 
La, 
Mdl 
Mass, 

Mich. 
Minn. 
~Tebr. 
Nev. 
N.H. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I. 
S.C. 
S.D. 
Texas 
Vt. 
va. 
Wash. 
\Hs, 
Wyo. 

Doos it Does it 
test viuual 
acuity 

test for.color 
blindness. 

-:Doos'it 
test 
hearing 

:For \·rhat 
other defects 
is· tost ma.de 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yos 
yos 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yos 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

no 
yos 

no 
.. yes 
''yes 

no 
yes 
yes 
yes 

no 
no 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

no 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes no 
yes yes 
(Inapplicable--s.D. 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

no 
yes 

no 
no 

yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 

·C, yes. 
'" '·'yes' · 

no 
yes­
yes 
yes 
yes 

. yes 
yes 
yes ... 
yes 

no 
yes 

no 
no 

yes 
yes 

Missing extromi tics; c.oordinatien 
Hissing limbs; ·stiff· joints 
...................................... 
.................................. 
Snellen rating; vertical and lateral 
balance, fusion ............................ .. · ............................ . ............................... 
Depth perception 
.................... Ill ............ . 

General physical appearance 
............................. 
Apparent physical infirmities 
Field of vision; depth perception 
Field of vision; visue.l inspection 
for objoct.ive phy~ice.l. defects 
............................... 
' .............................. . 
Disability cases(arms and logs) 
................................. 
Artificial limbs 
None 
None unless by physician ................................. 
All defects noted 
............................ 
Depth perception 

yes ...................... , ......... . 
yes ........................... . 
yes ............................ . 

has no driver li canso le.\1) 
yes 
yes 

no 
yes 
yes 
YEi>S 
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TOPIC 19. DO YOU H.I\.VE A DRIVER'S .TEST SCORED ON A STANDARD'FORM OR· 
OTHER TESTS AS PART OF THE EXru~INATION? , 

GENERAL COl-ll'IJil~lTS: . 

In the :35 'reporting states ~1here drivers' licenses are issued, all 
returns show a driving test is administered. Thirty-four of these 
states say there is a standardized s.coring form. Since HassachusE>tts 
indicates it does .not have such a ·form, the uniformity of its driving 
examination b opento doubt. 

' Very few.tests other than those discussed under previous topics 
are'given by'any .or'the reporting states, 

· '6riiy J.i.'st.,tlils..report other tests. Two cases are concerned with 
signsj brte ~1ith cb.mmahd of English, and in one case unspecified tests 
are discretionary. · 

TABtJtAR iNFORNATION! (See next page) 
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TOPIC 19. DRIVERS AiiiD OTHER TESTS. 

Is there a 
.driving 

State test 

Ala. 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 
~nil, 
Del. 
Fla. 
Idaho 
Ind. 
Iovm 
Kans. 
Ky. 
La. 
Md. 
Mass. 

Mich. 
Minn. 
Nebr. 
Nev. 
N.H. 

yes 
yes 
yes 

. yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

·y~?-

yes· 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

. , ::: 

(2) 

(2) 

Is there a 
standardized 
scoring form· 

yes 
yes 
no (1) 
ye~ 

yes 
yes 

··y.es 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
-yes 
yes 
no 

yes' 
y.es, 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yos 

yes yes 

Are there qther.tests 

............................ \ ....... . 

......... -.............................. . . . . . . .. . .. .. . .. .. . . . . . .. ............ . 
Road signs 

·~· ... ·.-:·~·-····················~-·· .. • .. ~ ........ • .................... . 
,_ .......... ~.!"··········-·•!••••• 

. . . .. -· ........... -· ................. .. .......... , ........................... . 
Discretionary 

... ;.~ !'_ •• ·!"-.• • ·-·-·· ........ ~ ............. . .. ·- .............................. . 
........ ;; ......................... . 
Reading test, by use 'of pictures of various 
.signs 

·-·~········,.···!'.f·~············· 
.• .. ·-~_,_._ .. ••,• .... ~-~-~. ~ ..... ~-... -..... -............ ~ ....... ,• ~·~--.~.-; .~ .. -.- .. .. . ............................ -.,;, .• :. •'• . 
................................. 

' ..... ·~~- ~- ~ ..... _ ... ': .. "':"""" ........ _ ..... . 
English test 
.................................... ....... "" ......................... . . . . . . . . . ..................... . . .. . . . . . ....................... 
...................................... 
.................................... 
..... " .......................... . 

N.Y. 
1-T .D, 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I. 
s.c. 
S.D. 
Texas 
Vt. 
Va, 
v/ash. 
Wis. 
vlyo. 

(Inapplicable--S.D. has no driver license lal<) 

(1) 
(2) 

(3) 

tl3a 
y!ls 
yes 
yes (J) 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

.................................. ................................. 

................................ .................................. ............................... 

..................... 0 .. ,._ ............ . 

"Scoring form novr being introduced. 11 

Driving test inferred from positive ans,1er tto question on scoring form and 
data in A.A.A. 1 s Digest of Motor ~. 1951. 
Data from State of Washington Drivers Manual, 1951. 
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TOPIC 20, \~nAT ELEJilEl>TTS OF PHYSICAL CONDITION WHICH THE EX:A!JIINER DOES NOT TEST L 
ARE RJ!li')UIRED TO ':BE 'DESCRIBED IN A STATEMENT BY THE APPLICANT OR A 
PHYstciAi1? ... : . . . . . ' · ' . 

. . . . 

. . Of the J~ repl:)hing states which license drivers, 26, including Wisconsin, 
comment on mental or physical conditions which must be described by the license 
applicant or a_ phyi!iic:ia.n, These statements vary, but generally they mention 
so:ne or all thOse., conditions which might impair a driver's ability to safely 
operate his vehicle, · 

. Probably in many cases where the defects are not readily apparent to the 
~xaminer 1ll eye1 ;;t~1areness of· defects· is dependent on the -applicant 1 s statement . 
. that he h;3.s them~ Three rep'orts' indicate the statement is required -of the 
awlicant'• Only 4: repor~s specifically mention a physician 1 s statement, . . . 

Among the .more f:r:equently named defects, conditions involving loss of 
consciousness .are sPeci.ficatiy mentioned in 11 reportll. · Eight returns refe-r. to 
¢ental defects, .disorders_,;.; 'con:finemerits. Heart defects are indicated in 7 
teports; diabetes in t~ee, · · 

... 
TABULAR INFOfu~TION: (See next page) 

.. - ••• c 
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TOPIC 20. APPLICAi':T• S OR PHYSICIAN'S STATEMENTS REGARDING PHYSICAL CONDITION • 

Ala. 

Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 

Conn.-

Dei. 

Fla .• 
Idaho 
Ind. 
Io>~a 

Kans. 

Ky. 
La. 
Md. 

!~ass.· 

Mich. 
Minn. 
Nebr. 
Nev. 
N.H. 
N.J. 
N.Y.· 
N .D~~­
Ohio 
Okla. 

Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I. 
s.c. 

S.D. 
Texas 

vt. 
Va. 
vlash. 
\Vis. 

\'/yo. 

. 
Applicant to indice.te:· 1. confinement in .. ments;l or feebleplinded institution 

and t•hether cured; 2. epilepsy, fa,int'ing, dizzy spells, addiction to drugs 
or alcohol, and >Thether cured; 3• other handicapping defects, 

None. 
Any physical or mental condition affecting driving. 
Applicant to indicate: l, organic heart affliction, any experience in 

epilepsy, paralysis,.diabetes, _fainting, dizziness, any mental or physical 
disability; 2. mental disease confinement. 

14ental nervous afflicUons, .. epilepsy-... m~y require physician's statement 
applicant can <l.rive s(l,fely• · · 

Physician's. statement required if applicant ever confined in mental insti-
tution. . . . . · 

Nissing extremities; stiffness and shakiness. 
"Any physical or mental disability must have physical exam by physician." . .............. ,. ............................ _ ............................. . . . 
NentaL 
Shaky or physically handicapped persons may be required 11 to consult a 
physician." .. · 

·~···········~·······-·····················~·· ·••···················•· . ·-· .. ····· ..... _ ...... :_ .. ·-· .... '" .. ·-· ........ ·-· ~-· .......... • ........ • .. • .. : .... ·--.·-· 
Phy.sician1 s certificate. :r:.egarding physical coildition, of. any applicant over 

?o· yrs ~ · ~ ~ . . .. . _ . : . . . · . . . 
History; of• mental di,sor!ler~. heart d_isorders, ep'ilepsy or fainting ~spells. 
Any' physical disabilHy; epilepsy., fainting spells; 'etc·. 
Epilepsy, insanity or feeblemindedness, fainting·, dizzy spells, 
Eye test (if applicant fails examiner's test), fainting spells, epilepsy. 
Any interna;l ailmEii\ts. ·' . 
Heart ailments,,..para,lysis, epilepsy, fain,ting, di:i.zittess,_def,orlllities. 
"All by .applicani:. n 
"Any organic diseaaeo.-heart,, diabl>_tes •.. marital, paralysia, etc;·" · 

····~·············-·······~··············-······· .. ··············· 
Any condition affecting ability to ;·driye .safely. . . . . . .. 
"If applicant suffers from any ailment >Thich might impair his ,ejJility .:to 
operate a motor vehicle." ·" · 

Epilepsy or similar disorder res~lting in loss of cons~iousness. 
None . ...................... "' .......................................... "' ... .. 
Any obvious defect suggesting necessity of physician's report; any of 
applicant's statements on application form indicating a defect 11>Tould ·have 
to be substantiated by medical statement, II 

Inapplicable (S.D. has no driver license la>J) 
Physician's statement required when applicant has suffered from dizzy 
spells, epilepsy, heart trouble, mental disorders, addiction to narcotic 
drugs or intoxicating liquor. 

Any 1•hich cannot be compensated for by special devices attached to ear. 
"Blackouts and heart condition. 11 

.. ................ -· ....................................................... . 
Loss of member or its use; any other ailment >rhich might impair driving 

(heart tro~ble, fainting spells, diabetes, etc,) . .................................. ._ ....................................... . 
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. TOPIC 21. ARE APPLICANTS INSTRUCTED TO READ A DRIVElli>' MANUAL BEFORE THE 
EKAii!INATION? APPROXIMATELY l'/HiiT PERCENTAGE OF APPLICANTS FAIL 
THE EXAM ON THEIR FIRST. ATTEMPT? 

GENERAL COMMENT: 

A drivers' manual should constitute not only an aid to an applicant in 
passing his driver.•s examination, but more than that, a tool for use in accj..., 
dent. prevention, It should inform the applicant of. his state's driving rules 

.and practices, It should also be a means. of instilling proper driving atti­
tudes in him. Unless he reads it before the examination, or he fails the first 
time and must try again, the prospective .driver is less lil<:ely to utilize the 
manual, 

~ • I ' ' • 

Except in California, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, and Virginia, all 
reporting states except South Dakota, where the question. is inapplicable, 
instruct would-be licensees to read a manual before examination. 

Fit:i.lures to" pass ·.the driver tesj; may to some. ex1;ent. indicate the difficulty 
or effectiveness of the examination. Ho11eyer,. the rate is not by itself con­
clusive evidence as to the degree of effectiveness of the examination. The 
failure rate may be affected differently in different states by such· factors. 
as the contents of the test, the uniformity of its !l-dministration, how fail­
ures are reported~ whether a manual is read :in advance of the exa.m;,nation, 
and others. · · 

Failures range from 1% of attempts in Kansas to 50% in Min~~sota, With Cal­
ifornia reporting its percentage as 11 tfnk:no1·T.n11 and South Dakota not conducting a~ 
examination, 10 states report ·:percentages ranlj:ing from 1% to lo%, 8 states show 
ranges from 12% to 20%, 5 states are in the .22% to 3o% group, .4 state:> mention 
rates from "32% to 40%, and 3 ·states have percentages from 48% to 50%, Wisconsin 
;reports a 12% initial failure rate •. 12 other reporting sj;ates h~ve the same .or 
a lower rate, · · 

TABULAR INFORMAT10N: (See next page) 
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TOPIC 21. READING DRIVER MANUALS. PER CENT OF FAILURES IN FinST TEST. 

Manual read- First trial Manual ·read- First trial 
§tate ing suegested fails State ing suggested fails 

Ala. yes . 40% Nev. yes JO% 

Ark. yes JO% ~T.H. yes J% 

Cal •. n'? unknown . N.J •,. yes 22% 
·' 

Col. yes 12% ~T .Y. yes· 35% 

Copn, yes 6% N,C,· yes .. JJl!% 
Del. yes 12% (J) N.D. yes 18% 

Fla.. yes 32% Ohio .yes 25% 

Idaho yes 5% ·Okla. ... ... 
Ind, yes lo% Oreg. yes JO% 

Iowa. yes 20% Pa. yes ... 
;:' 

lo:' 18% Jl:a.ns. yes I' R.!. yes 

Ky. yes .. ; JO% s.c. yes 48% 

La.. no (1) 10% S.D~(i~pplicapl~- S.D. has no drive:r 

2of, 
. license ~i'\>T 

48d, Md., yes Texas _yes ~ 

Mass. yes 16% Vt. ... 9.9% 

Mich. no (2) 2% Va.. no ... 
Minn. no 5o;l Wash, yes lo% 

Nebr. yes 67; l'Ti s. yes 12% 

\iyo, yes ... 
(1) 11The Drivers Handbook for Louisiana distributed widely throughout state; 

specifically to persons failing first test." 

(2) 11 Hot~ever, a manual is available," 

()) 119% on road rules and 12% on driving, 11 
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TOPIC 22, .. ART\) :I!EJID.CA!IINAnOl'\?. (;ll;VEN,.j}RE TllEI ~WQ!'!,"\~l.Q :F,OR ~/ALS JiND \'IHA'l' ... : 3,· DO,-I.l'HEY TEST? . · .. • . ... . ·:···_,-.:·. c·.:cc:·; ... · · 
- _;i·.: 

' Jleezcami~ations are an important aspect of driver improvement. They may dis-
cover cond:j,:~ions affecting· driving ~l)iiph have developed since the original 'exam­
ination or conditions which were overl'ooked or hidden at that time, They afford 

. an opportum'ty for an analysis of thl'l·.ll;v.alUications of persons \•Those driving' 
. performance has been questioned. ' 

f. 
'!< --

Thirty-three states, including Wisconsin, report they give reexaminations. 
Of the licensing states re·turning questionnaires;· only Arkansas and North Dakbta 
·do not. 

On the one he.nd, automatic reexamine.tions at the time of rene11al are a s:tep 
which may d13tect changes in licensees' iJ.ualificatibns for driving relatively soon 
after they occur, or bring out aspects missed in prior tests. On the other hand, 
since most,_(irivers 1 que.lifications have not changed since their last examiiiation, 
automatic reexaminations me.y be opposed on grounds of economy by the claim tht;).t 
the money may be better .!>pent on othe.r-phases of driver improvement. · 

T\1entY.-seven states,. including Wisconsin, indicate they do not give aut.omatic 
reexaminations. Six states sho~r they do, There are no comments by South Dakota, 
which has no. drivers 1 license program;·· Arkansas or North Dakota·, which do nqt have 
reexaminations, 

·~ ' ··'·· .. 
Automatic reexaminatiqns for rene~1al are neither extensive or intensive, 

All 6 statea- giving .them test ·vi'?i<in·•·' Only 3 report aflY>, oth;r 'phy-sical facto'rs 
are examined. Such other phyliical factors' in eaoh.·case ·are·t·a~ted at the examiner's 
discretion or as seems necessa'ry. Three s.tates sho~i Var:i.bus 'elements o.ther tl'\!l-riC' t 
physical are tested. ' ' : ;, : 

··--
T.~ULAR INFOm~TION: (See next page) 

·,' 

. ~ ·. 

!·'• 
.;. . ~-;;__, 

. ' 

-48-
·'' .. 

f-



LRL-R-106 
TOPIC 22, RUXAJ,!INATION OF ACTIVE DRIVERS. 

State 

Ala. 
Ark. 
Cal. 

Col, 
Conn,· 
Del. 
Fla.. 
Idaho 
Ind. 
Iowa. 
Ka,ns. 
ICy, 
La, 
Md. 
:~ass, 

Mich, 

Minn. 
Nebr. 
Nev. 
N.H. 
N • .): •· 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg •. 
Pa.. 
R.I. 
s ... c. 
S.D. 
Texas 
Vt, 
Va. 
Wash, 
\'lis • 
Wyo. 

Are ·-any,;· 
reexams. 
of drivers 
given 

yes 
no 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yf'Js. 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes:· 

yes· 
yes 
yes 
yes 
y<;>s jJ 

yes 
no. 
yes 
yea 
yes. 

Are reexams. 
automatic 
at rene••al 

no (2) 
no: 
y.es. 

yes 
no 
no. 
no 
yes 
yes <H 
yes 
no 
no 
no (2) 
no 

·no 
yes· 

no.• 
no (3) 
no '• 

.no 
no. 
no. ... 
no 
no 
no 

yes. ..no 
yes no 
yes. ..ncr 
·( ln~;>.pplicable--S,D. ·has 
yes no 
yes no 
yes no 
yes no 
yes no 
yes no 

(1) 11To people wearing glasses." 

(2) "Unless license has expired." 

What· fS.ctors do reexams. test? 
Elements other 

Vision Other physical factors than physical" 

... . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . .. 
> -••• 

-!. -' tl ~- ' ........ -~ ............. . 
yes 11As appears necessary" 

yes Examiner's discretion ... .. ~~ .... ~~ .........•.. ... .. ............. ,. .... · ...... . . . . .. ............... .. . .. . . 
yes • • • • • • • 0 •••••• . . . . 
yes ......................... "'- .. 
yes:· . ~ Di.Sc~'f:·ionary 
... .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . 

~ ... .... \' ... ·:' ..................... .. .. ·..; •.•••• -............ t •••• ~. . . . .. · ... ;· ..... -.......... ~.·· . . . . .......... " ........... .. 
yes . .. . . . ..- .. . .. . .. .. . . . .... 
' ' .•... ~ .............. -. ... . ... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . ... ~···~····~·············· ... -~ .... : ... ~ ....... ~ ....... -
.- .. ... .;,-...:·.-.. -~ .•..... ~ ... 

~ ... 
' 

~-····~-:~-.-. ............. . 
••. :: ............... ~i .... -. .... 

... ... 
' .. ~ 

. . " .................. . 
- ~ ... -..... \.,; . " .·. ~ ........ ,; .... . 

:~:: •.• _.- ••••• • t; ~:.·; •• • -. ~~~ ••. 
-~·······-·· ... : ... ~:.~.-. ...................... 

- '; 
• • • • • -• .: .......... i- ,; ....... . 

o driverst·ucense-·la•~) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " . . . ................ . . . . . . . . . ................ . ... ~. 1 . • "' -· . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ...................... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

......... • • •...!' ....... . ............. . 
":Pri ving in about 
26% + 'law loo%'1 

........... ·~· .... 
i ~ 

• ••• !"- .. .... 
-· ........ .. ............... 
................. 
Mental ................ ........ _ ..... . 
·······"!··~-·-:~· 
.............. "'! ........... ~ .... 
• ............. ! 

Discretionary with 
local examiner . ............ "' . ..... ...... 
............... . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . ... . . . . .... ..... 
. ;. ........ ·~ ..... . 
;·;.· :.: ....... . -.... . 

. . . . . .. · .. . . . . -; . 
. 

...... 

. .... 
'" 

............... . .. ~ ......... . 
~ ............... . 
......... ; .... . 
................. 

(3) "Unless license has expired over 60 days • 11 
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TOPIC 2). ARE REEXAMINATIONS GIVEN~ECAUSE_OF ACCIDENTS OR TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS 
AND UHAT 'IS THEIR CONTENT? 

GENERAL COMMENTS: . . . 
In a· goo~ d~iver improvement program, ~here reexaminations are given it 

· · would seem they would be most valuable among those drivers who have been in­
volved in·accidents or traffic v:!,olations. 

In the )) states reporting reexamination programs, all except New Hampshire 
indicate·they·have reexaminations given bec~use of drivers' acci~ents and 
traffic violations. 

Reexaminations based 6n accidents or tiaf;fic violations are and should be 
muoh·more~ntensive than the automatic type administered at renewal • . . . 

I:n ·25 ·stateS"; inciudlng ·ltiscorisin, the ·reexamination based on drivers' 
acC"idents "O-r traffic violations includes some elements of a physical examination, 
a·t· least where th:e need is slio>m in t"he individual case concerned. Five states 
repo-rt· their reexaminations do no't involve physical examinations. In 2 cases·, the 
item was not repo~ten. Iri Ne>T lfuinpshire and the Dakotas the topic does not apply. 

In all-)2 returns where the topic is applicable, .actual driving tests are 
administered·,- at least in tho-se individual c:ases where the need is shown. 

Twenty'-two states report distinct judgm!lnt tests are given, at least 
where the need is evident. One state says j]ldgment is considered during the 
driving test. Five states,· includ~ng, \<[ii'IC9P.sin, indicate judgment tests are not 
part· of their reexaminations under ~his topic. In Wisconsin, judgment is in­
cidentally observed in the driving t<;>~t anQ. the factual knowledge test;·' 

• ·Factual· tests·are given'on.re~iaminati~~ under this topic in 28 states 
ae 'IWell as WisconSin, at 'ieast \~here' ~l;te ind:i.vidual case warrants it. Ho\~ever, 
Ke.nsas does not give th~m, _T,~o state!! do not report under this item. 

A variety of "other tests ·are or may be given in 7 states ·reporting. 
In at least 4 of these states, giving other.tests depends upon the individual· . ' . 
case concerned: 

TABULAR INFORMATrbN: '(See ri_ext' P,age) . . 
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TOPIC 23. REEXAMINATIONS FOR ACCIDENTS AND VIOLATIONS AND THEIR CONTENT. 

·= Aro What is their nature? 
rsexams. Pr.ysical Driving Judgment Factual 

S~ato ,.;ivon exam. test test test Other tests 
Ala. yes yos yos yos yos ....... ,;. .... 
Ark. . .. . . . . ............ 
Cal. .yes. some(l.t) some(4)' (4) (4) . ............ 
Col. yea:· yes yes yos yes· Examiner' s discretion 
Conn.~- yes.: yes (5) yes (5) yes (5) yes (5) (2) 
Dol. yes· no yes. yes yes. . . ~ ......... 
Fla. yes (1) yes yes ... yes ............. 1-

Ide.ho yes yes yes· yes yes "Financial responsibility" 
Ind. yes . . . yes yes .yes ••••••• 0 ••• 

lo\1a. ·yes .. iscrctionarty· yes yos· . yes Vision 
Kans. · ·yes (2} ~0 yes no- ··no ....... -- .... 
Ky. yes yes yes ·yes· .yes ........... 
'La. yes ~ '--~ . yes yes- yes. .·.yes . .............. 
Md. yes yes (6) yes yes yes ........... 
Mass. yes (3) yes yes (7) yes ............ 
Mich. yes yes.(8) yes no yes· Physician' a or payo.tbic 

clinic'a· exam. may be 
Minn. _yea (5) .. (5) (5) (5) (2) 
Nebr. yes ·yes· . yea· yes yes- . ............. 
Nev. yes (9) yes yes yes Sign tests 
N.H. no -· -.. . . . -.. ' ..... . . . . .......... 
N'1J.- yes ·.yes ··yes .y.es· . ye·s ... - ... -..... 
N.Y. yes yes' yes YBS yes. ........ -.... 
N.D, . . . ·•·•. .. . ·.;~ . •' .. . .......... 
Ohio yes ho. . yes. yes· > .yes·· ........... 
Okla. yes • yes yes ... yes ... ·• ....... 
Oreg. yes yes (10) yes (10) yes (10) yes (10) .. .. ~ .......... 
Pe .• yes ... yes 
R.I. yes yes yes yes' ye.s 
S.C. yes no yes yes yes 
S .. D. (inappli able--S.D. has no driver license lat'l) 
Texas yes yes yes yes yes 
Vt. yes yes yes yes yes 
Va, yes no yes no yes 
\vash. yes yes yes . . . . . . 
\vis. yes yes yes no yes 
l'lyo. yes yes yes no yes 

(l) "At fe,ult. 11 

(2) "Drunken drivers are given more rigid tests." 
(3) "Test is intensifica,tion of test for original license," 
(4) Interview determines t1hether such t_est·s are given, 
(5) Choice of test dependont on reason for-reexamination. 
('6) "Sometimes must appear before Medical Board." 
(7) "Judgment is considered during driving test." 
( 8) 110bjecti ve symptoms only • 11 

(9) "Vision only." 

............ ............. ........... 

........... ........... ........... ............ ........... 

........... 

(10) "Depends upon reason for reexamination." Given "in most cases," 
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~o:Pic 24, 

"~ --~·-·. . UlliDER WHA.T,_CIROUMST.'\.NQES ARE llEEXAMINA~IONS. UiLliDATORY AND 
D!SCcETIONARY? · - ,. 

-, 

GENERAL -COMMEN~!J:. . . .. 

In 7 re:port'inJ"; .states,. at least in certa.in cases, -r.eexaminations based on 
drivers' accidents or. traff~c violations are mandatory. On· the other hand, 
the majority of reporting sta.tes,·25 in number, do not have a mandatory pro-· 
vision governing Sll.!Jh reoxamil)ations. lvisconsin- is among this majority. 

··' -~- AJnong the? .states reporting mande,tory reexaminations l)ecause of driv­
ers' accidents or traffic violations, .tho number of convictions required·. for 
such e.ction' varies:from none in New York to 3 in Idaho and Kentucky. Delaware 
reports 3 reckless driving convictions. or 2 accidents in 2 years make reex­
amination mandatory •. , T\•lo states indicate they have no fixed number of con­
victions for me.ndatory reexaminations., Indiana Q.oes not comment on this· 
topic. ' · - ' . 

" Discretionary r~examinations because of drivers' a¢cidents or traffic 
·violations are reported in 31 returns, including ~/isconsinl So· "olo!te.do does 
not he.ve such <J-iscretionary reexaminat-ions. Indiana docs n_ot c.omment under this 
topic. Ther~ e:~~ _no reexaminations in· Arkansas or the Dakotas • 

. . 
Discre~ionary r~examina~ions unQ.e~ this topic are discretionary with the 

licensing agency and not \1ith the court (or with no comment entered regarding 
the court) in 25 .states. Among these.. ·lvisconsin shows the discretion ~<ith 
the agency 1'.1)-d meJ:!t.ions notl}ing regm;:d:l,ng the court. Six state;;> indicate dis­
cretion lies with both bodies. Indiana does not comment, .Discretionary re­
examinations are not provided for in Colorado and· the Dako.tas, . . . ' . . 

TABULAR :IJI'!FOR!I~TI_Ol~: (See next page) 

"' 
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TOPIC 24: REEX:AMINATION BECAUSE OF DRIVER ACCIDENTS OR TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS. 

Arc such Arc sue 
oX9.ms onms dis- Docs discretion lio l~ith 

"'S""t"'a-"t~o"""'"'m""a"'n"'d"'a"'t"'o"'r'-'y'---'~"'ih~c'"'.n:....:b:.oo,_,c'"'o""m~o;...::m"a"'n"'d"'a"'t""o_r,..._y~=crot io,_,n,a;::r::..Y'-~-'C'-'o'-'ur:::.:t:.......:L,_,i"'c"'o"'n"'s"i""n"'g'--"a"'g"'o'"'n"'o"'y __ _ 
Ala. 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 

Conn, 
Del, 

Fla. 
Idaho 
Ind. 
Iowa 
Kans. 
Ky. 
Le,. 
Ivld, 
Mass. 
Mich. 
Minn. 
Nebr. 
Nev. 
N.H. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I. 
s.c. 
S.D. 
Texas 
Vt. 
Va. 
V/g,sh. 
\iis. 
\'/yo. 

no ... 
no 
yes 

IlO 
yes 

no 
yes (1) 
yes (2) 
no 
no 
yes 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
yes 
no 

no 
yes (3) 
. . . 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 

·-... . .... ' .... 
Bad cases regardless 
of number · · 

•••• 
3 reckless driving 
conv. or 2 accidents 
in 2 yrs. .... 

. • • 't. ..... 
•••• 

.... ' .... .... 

.._ ... ·-..... 
No set number .... .... . . . . 
None . . . . . "' .. 

•••• 
•••• . . . . ..... 

no •••• 
(Inapplioable--S.D. has no driver 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 

•••• 
•••• .... 
•••• .... . . . . 

(1) Inferred from answer to Topic 31. 
(2) "Assigned risk qxe.minations. 11 

yea-. . . 
yes 
nc 

yos 
yes 

yes 
yes 
• •• 
yes 
yes 
yes 

_yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
.yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes (4) . . . 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

license law) 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

(3) Whore driver has had 3 accidents >Tithin 18 months. 

-no 
••• 
no ... 
no 
yes 

... 
yes ... 
no 
no . .. 
no 
no 
yes 
no 
no 

. -yes 
no ... 
no . .. 
••• 
no 
yes 
... 
• •• 
no 

no 
no 
yes ... . .. ... 

yes . .. 
yes ... 

. yes 
yes 

yes 
yes .. . 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yell 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

(4) Except where reexamination is mandatory beeause driver has had 3 accidents 
within 18 months. 
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TOPIC 2.5. ARE REEXAMINATIONS GIVEN BECAUSE OF COMPLAINTS BY OTHERS OR :BECAUSE 

OF" DEBILITATIOH ASSOCIATED l'f!TH OLD AGjj)? 

GENEBAL ·coMlm_NTs:. 

Sometimes clues to unsafe drivers are furnished by complaining relatives, 
neighbors, or others. ·However, care must be exercised in acting u;pon such · 
complaints for they may- be malicious and without foundation in fact. 

T11enty-nine states, among them ~Tittconsin, sometimes give reexaminations 
based on the complaints of other parties. Three states do not reexamine on 
such bases;. Virginia enters no comment under this topic. The item does not 
apply in the Dakotas, where there are no reexaminations. 

. .. 
In t·he majority of the reporting states reexaminations are given for 

measuring d.ebilitation associated with advancing age.- This is shown in-23 
returns. However, 19 of these indicate limitation~ •.. In at least 5 cases 
such limitations require a complaint for reexamining,_ ~lisconsin reexamines 
to measure-debilitation but 11only.upon complaint or admitted physical dis­
ability." 

Six states do not reexamine to measure debilitation of the aging. 

There are no reports on this topic in 4 cases. In the Dakotas there 
are no reexaminations. 

TABULAR INFORMATION: (See next page) 
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LRL-R-106 
TOPIC 25. ARE REEXAiUNATIOlifS GIVEN BECAUSE _OF COMPLAINTS OR OLD AGE? 

State 

Ala.· 
Ark. 
Cal. 

Col, 
Conn,. 
Del. 
Fla. 
Idaho 

. Ind, 
Iot<a 
Kans.· 
Ky. 
La~ 
Md. 
Mass. 

Mich. 
Minn. 
Nebr. 
Nev. 
N.H .. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 

N.D. 
Ohio 

Okla. 
Oreg, 
Pa. 

·R.I. 
s.c. 
S.D. 
Texas 
Vt. 
Va. 
Wash; 
Wis. 

Wyo. 

Are reexams. given 
because .of complaints 

· Are reexams. given 
based on old ·age 

yes 
• •• 
yes (1) 

yes (1) 
yes (1) 
yes (l) 
yes (1) 
1).0 

yes 
(1) yes 

yes 
:17es 

(1) yes 
yt;!S 
.yes {1) 

ie.s (1) 
yes 
yes 
not usually 
yes 
yes· 
yes 

... 
yes (1) 

yes 
yes 

.yes 
yes (1) 
yell 

(Inapplicable--S.D, 
yes 
yes (1) ... 
yes 
yes 

yes 

yes . .. 
yes, limited term license w/o 

reexam~ at each renewal. 
yes, when deemed advisable 
yes, as a result of compls.int 
yes0 upon written request 

extra fee; 

••• 
yes 
yes; 
yes, 
yes, 
none 

ass.i~!)d risk exams. 
wh~n determined advisable 
oniy 6n complaint . 

.,_ ·.; : . 

none : ~ : ·:·~- .. · 1 , 

yes, upon complaint . 
tllegal for age alone.; permits for reason­
able ·evidence ·of phys~cal deterioration 
none 
none 
yes 
yes, if 

' .. 
examiner requests it 

yes 
ye11, .occasionally· 
yes, for mental·and physical condition; not 
f 0r age' alone 
• •• 

· yes, not basect' o~' age but on report of 
dangerous act,ions' 
yes; discretionary 
yes, discretionary 
••• 
• •• 

'none 
license law) 
indication of difficulty 

bas· no driver 
yes, if 
none 
yes, when rene~ing.upon reaching 65 or 
yes, at request of officer at renewal 
yes, only upon complaint or admitted 
physical disability 
no 

over 

(1) Reexaminations are given upon complaints, but with reservations, Complaints 
are investigated, checked for reliability, required in t<riting, or otherwise 
screened to separate well-founded and reliable complaints from malicious, 
trivial, or unfounded reports, · · 

-ss ... 
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LRL-R"-106 
TOPIC 26. 1>/liAT 0011VICTIONS RESULT HT NA~TilATORY REVOCATIONS OF .DRIVERS' LICENSES? 
GENEBAL COMJ1iEJITTS: 

In the 35 reporting states with a drivers' licertse law, 32 show- convictions 
of d_runken driving and driving mile drugged result in mandatory license revoca­
tion under e.t ieaat·· some ·circumstances. In 28 cases hit and run drivl,ng and con­
viction of involuntary manslaughter or of felonies in '~hich motor vehicles are 
used entail the same consequence. In only 20 returns are mandatory revocations 
reported for 3 convictions of rec~less .driving ~rithin a stated period. Three 
states report revocation is Jllll;~9lj.Y . ._f'.or as few as 2 convictions of reckless 
driving '•ithin a stated or indfl~i)lit(3 'period. 

A majority of returns show mandatory·revocations for the-convictions dis­
cussed above, at least in some circufustanqes, but there are exceptions. In Kansas 
such convictions result in automatic suspensions, in Michigan, except for involun­
tary manslaughter, which is not discussed~ mandatory suspension is the penalty. 
No reports a.re ma.de. ,for drugged driving in. one case, hit a.nd. ·run in 2 ca.ses, invol­
untary manslaughter: in 3 c~ses, ,commfttfng I> felony in which a motor vehicle is used, 
in 3 cases. In .4 sta.t.e.s. no indication is made under number of convictions of reck­
less driving \1ithin a stated period for mandatory revocation.· 

~lisconsin reports revocation for all offenses discussed above except that 
concerned with a ;stated number of convictions of reckless driving within a ,d,efi-
ni te or indefinite period. . . . ' . 

Also;· ·18. states, includipg ~l.isconsin,. indicate mandatory revocations for a 
ve,riety .O'f· . .-other convictions. Nine of t~ese other mandatory bases for revoking 
licenses involve perjury or false ste.tements or affidavits.' .. , 

TAJ3ULAR nrn;()m!ATION: (See next page) 

FOOTNOTES FOR TABULAR INFOR~~ION FOR TOPIC 26. 
(1) Failure to stop and render aid in event of accident resulting in death or' per­

sonal injury of another; perjury, .false affidavit or statement under oath to 
department of public safety;· (The Io~1a Drivers' ~. 1951-52) 

(2) Automatic suspension, but not mandatory re~ocation. 
(3) Mandatory revoc·ation where court finds licensee is ihsan.e, feebleminded, an 

habitual drunkard, an epileptic, an imbecile, an idiot, or addicted to use of 
narcoti~s. (Data from Section 80, Motor Vehicle ~ !!! ~s., 1950 edition) 

(4) Also, it~<!:klEiss dri'll'ifig e!i<:M!iding speed: !l.irilit on bet 6I'·in racing, \1siflg. a . 
mq_1n>r !!lelii'Cle know'!:ng!i1y wt.thout authority, Jr..nowingl;y permitting his lic~nse to 
be used by another, or making false statements in applying for a. license •. 

(5) Mandatory suspension, but iiot me.ndatqry revocation. A conviction of negligent 
homicide also entails mandatory suspension. 

(6) If death or personal injurY involved in accident. 
(?) Two. co~victions in stated period bring mandatory revocation. 
(8) "In Ohio, courts may impose a· suspension or revocation for offenses noted"; It 

is, entirely separate from action taken by Registrar of Motor Vehicles. It is 
mandatory for Registrar of Motor Vehicles to revoke for these offenses, only 
provided convicted party does not file proof of financial responsibility in 
30 days. 11 • 

(9) Suspension is for orily 90 days on a first offense; on!l year on a second offense 
and 3 Y.ears on a third offense-•and the offender has no recourse insofar as 
reinstatement of ·the suspended license is concerned, ~lithin the suspension 
period. Complete suspension is mandatory for the full period.." 

(10) 11T\10 ·convictions of reckless driving in indefinite period. 11 

(11) "Two convictions of reckless driving within one year." 
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:LRL-R~lo6 
TOPIC 26. C0~11JICTIONS RESULTING IN HANDATORY REVOCATION! 

State 
Ala. 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 
Conn. 

Del. 
Fla. 
Idaho 
!nd, 
Iowa 
Kans. 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

l).o(2) 
Ky. yes 
La. yes 

Md. yes 
I 

Mass.· yes 
Mich, no(5) 
Minn. yes 
Nebr. yes 
Nev. yes 
N.H. yes 

l! .J. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 

yes 
yes 
yes 

Ohio lres(8) 
Okla. yes 
Oreg. no(9) 
Pa. 
R.I. 
S.C. 
s .. n. 
Texas 
Vt. 
Va. 
1'/a.sh. 
Wis. 

~Ty-o. 

yes 
yes 
yes 
(I nap 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 

yea 
yes 
yes 
yes_ 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes'· 
yes 
yes 

no(2) 
yes 
yes 

yes 

no(5) 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
y-es 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
y-es 

yes 
yes­
yes 
yes ... 

no(Z) 
yes 

·yes 

yes 

yes 
no(5) 
es(6) 
no 
yes 
no 

y-es 
yes 

I 
r:f 1-o 
(1j "' ::;;; ... 
• ib 

.-!;:l 
0 al 

. I> .... 
r:t "' .... 
yes 
y-es 

"yes 
-yes 
· yes 

y-es 
-yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

no(2} 
yes 
yes 

yes . 

... ... 
yes 
yes 
no 
y-es 

. . . 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
-yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
y~s 

yes 
no(2) 
yes 
yes 

••• 

••• 
no(5) 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 

. . . 
yes 
yes 

y-es(8)lves(8) yes(8) lves(8) 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 

yes yes 
y-es yes 
yes yes 

licabl --s.D. 
yes yes 
yes no 
yes yes 
yes yes 
yes yes 

yes y-es 

yes 
yes 
no 
yes 
yes 

has no 
yes 
no 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

driver 
yes 
no 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 

* For :footnotes see prior page. 

Other 

yes 
yes 
yes­
yes 

·yes 
I. 

........................... fl • ~ ........ .. 

False affidavit in procuring license 
.. ~ .. · .. -. .............................. . 

.Perjury·or false affidavit 
Operating under suspension; theft o:f 
motor vehicles 

ne 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

no(2) 

..................................... 
Perjury; :falseaffidavit ............ ~ ............. •· ......... . 
Perjury-, 
(1) 
(3) 

:felony· · 

yes ............................................ . 
yes 3 speeding conv. in 1 yr.; perjury, 

-·false affidavit 
• •• ..Felony,··perjury, turning off lights 

to avoid identification 
... · 3 sp~eding viol. in 1 yr. (4) . 

n;~;) j ~~ ~ .... : .•.•• • • ...•..•..•...••.•.•• 
yes .................. , ......... • • • · · . • • • 
yes .Perjury or :ffl.lse statements 
no Failure to show proof of :financial 

. . . 
yes 
(7) 

no 
yes 
yes 
no 
yes 
(10) 

responsibility after accident 
.... -· ......................... -..................... . 
3 speeding convictions in 18 months 
3 moving traffic conv. in stated 
period ......................................... ................................ "' ............. . ................................. -............ . 

Driving while license revoked 
..................................... ........................................... 

licen e law) 
••• Aggravatedassault with motor vehicle 
no 
(11) 
yes 
no 

yes 

......................................... .......................................... 
Reckless driving 
False statement to dept; violating 

occupational license .......................................... 
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TOPIC 27. vlHAT PER CENT OF TOTAL R..liJVOCATIONS A11.E l·tA1'DATORY A}cD IHlEN MID BY 
1'/l!OM AilE REVOKED LI CIDTSES PI CICED UP? 

G3NEHAL COJ.UI!ENTS: 

In 23 :repurtspa:reente.ges of t 0te.l revocations re.nging.fromll% to 100% 
are stated. In 12 cases, including 1'/isconSin, the figure is 100% or "almost 
loo%. 11 T110 states report percentages· apPlicable to suspensions. Two others 
enter e. question mark under this item. Eight states do not .comment on the 
subject. 

'Twenty~four states with driver license laws report times within which 
mEfndatorily revoked· iicenses are picked up. Nine, including l'lisconsin, do 
not. Two states' data ·refers :to suspensions·, not revocations. In 4 states 
times are s hm•n to vary because not all licenses are picked up by the ::;ame 
agency. ·rn·ll states, pick-ups·are reported·as made at the time·of convic­
tion in at ieast so;ne cases.· In other cases where· reports are made the 
time ranges up to 60 days; "soon as possible," and 11 ? months, n but in a ma­
jority of states it is.within 15 days or less• Wisconsin's time probably 
varies, since in 70% of the cases the convicting court picks up the license 
and in 30% the local officers take it~ · 

· In'the 35 reporting states with'driver'license laws the convicting court 
picks up all or some of the. ·revoked licenses in.26 cases, including lasconsin. 
In 18 cases some or all revoked licenses are picked up by the licensing agehcy. 
In 6 cases, including.l'lisconsin's, local police pick up some revoked licenses. 
Eight returns ii:,.a.'icate other agl'lncie·s, usually state police', pick up some o:f'· ' 
t)l.e licenses that are revoked. · ., ( 

" ~ .. 
TABULAR lli!FOR!\!ATION: . (See n:ext page) 

' . 

-58-



~~-

J.r~L-R-106 
TOPIC 27 •. PERCmAGJi 'oF REVOCATIONS ~IHICH ARE MANDATORY AND WlOO! AND BY 

. ~IH6lt\ 'il,EyOIGill:l LI CJ!lNSES li:RE PI GKED UP. . 

C - Court 1.'\. - Licensing agency .SP - State police LP. -Local police 

Percentage of 
total revocations .When a:t;e. licenses 

State mandatory. picked up 

Ala. • •• promptly 
Ark, 95/S pr.ollJp.t ly 
Cal. ••• lO .. days' 
Col. 100% ·lo· days 
Conn. . "' .at. once . ... 
Del. 100% 30 days· 
Fla. ... . .. 
Idaho· 100% promptly 
Ind. 67% • •• 
Iowa: 100% atpnce 
Kans. (l) same day 
ICy •. 

'I 60 days_ · 100/~. 

La; 95» . ~,-• ... 
Md. 75% ... 
Mass~ n% forthWith·· ... 
Mich.- -(2) when convicted(4) 
Minn. 99% 1 day 
Nebr. ... 1 day 
Nev. lOo% ~ .. .. 

N~~-H. ... at once 

N.J • 6o% 
10 
at da~s on e 

Nto'X"• ... 2 weeks 
N:n. 99% ·;.. cl5 d,ays 
Ohio ••• · .at once-

100% 
·- aft·e:r 30 days 

Okla. - . ·at· once 
Oreg •. ·.· · Almost 1oo%:- ..... 
Pa. 100% -. 10 days 
R.I. 5 days 
S.C. 99% 5 days 
S.D. (Inapplicable--S.D. has no driver 
Texas 88% promptly 
Vt. .zLL% 5 days 
Va. 100% 2 weeks 

soon as possible. 
\'lash. 100% . .. 
\\Tis. lOo% . .. 
\'iyo • 

98% of suspensions are automatic. 
58% of suspensions are mandatory. 

By whom are license.s picked up 

c; if:it fails LA' 
c 
C in· 10 days, L,A. 
c-. '. 
c, .La, SP, LP 

.voluntarily returned, SP, LA 
c 
C, LP, LA 
c 
c 
c,, (3) on request by SP 
C; LP, qP, LA 

., C, SF 
LA 
LA 
C, LA (4) 

:c,, LA 
c 
C, LP, SP, LA 
c(SJ •. 
LA c. .. 
·C, 'LP, SP 
LA, G 
c 

. LA 
c 

, . c· 
SP 
LA 
LA 

licens~ law,) 
C, LA 
LA 
c 
LA 
·c, LA, SF' 
d (6) 
G 

. - ,. ,_ 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

Data refers to automatic suspensions, not mandatory revocations. 

(5) 
(6) 

Data probably refers to mandatory suspensions, since mandatory revocations 
are not reported in Michigan under Topic 26. 1 

Convicting court picks up license for driving while intoxicated only. 
"Law reouires court to pick up license but in JO% of cases where bail is 
forfeited Motor Vehicle Dept. has local officers pick it up." 
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TOPIC 28. ARE C01''VICTIOUS RECOBDED 011 LICENSES, IS RECOBD OF C.ONVICTIONS 
lillPT IN CEnTRAL OFFICE AND WHAT PRECAUTIONS ARE TAKEN TO PREVENT 

· ·· tOSS OF LICENSE WITH. CONVICTIONS RECORDED ON IT OR OF llRilliNG 
OFFICIALS NOT TO RECOJU) SUCH VIOLATIONS? 

GENER'I.L COMMENTS: , 
.. ; -T~e- impq:p1;anee,.of complete, current records· of drivers' conVi_ctionl! •. read­
ily ·available f'cir use by ail ·interestei!Cparties, is obvious in all phases of 
effective administration of.a program for motor vehicle accident-prevention. 

There are groups who advocate entering convictions on drivers• licenses; 
partic~uarly as an immediately available aid to-arresting officers and trial­
courts, States ap-parently do not regard such a: record as a substitute for ·a· 
central records office; •most· proponents vie\1 it ail a desire.ble supplement to · 
central records. 

Opponents have claimed such recording is ineffective, a needless dupliea- · 
tion of central records or a poor substitute·fo·r them. They claim convicted 
drivers. ·may· be t•empted to '"lose" their licenses, then apply for duplicates get­
ting them without conVictions recorded on them. In other cases drivers may be 
tempted to bribe arresting officers to prevent addi-tional convictions being · ··.· 
recorded. It has been claimed that courts may also neglect to enter convicttons, 
thus rendering the requirement ineffectiv~. · ·. · · 

' .. 
Excluding South Dakota, 13 replying states report they do enter drivers' 

convictions on their licenses and 22 states, including \1isconsin, ·do not. 

As indicated in the 'discussion above, wher·e convictions are recorded on 
drivers' licenses, temptations to circumvent :~uch recording may result in 
"losing" the record or. b_ribery, 

To deter such evils, of-the 13 states concerned with the p~oblem, 7 indicate 
directly or in~irectly that ·they rely on existence of central office records. 
One of the 7, Louisiana, also circulates a monthly Revocation :Bulletin among 
interested authorities. Another of the 7, Ohio, reports ·convi-ctions are re'­
corded on duplicates issued from the central 'office. T>~o of the 13 states report 
their precautions as "None". In another, North llakota, the precaution reported 
is the judge's removal of a part of the license~ The 3 remaining states enter · 
no response to the question. · 

How effective the cited deterrents are is not shown. As to central 
records, it should be noted that alllstates_ exc·ept .South Dakota· report they 
have them, yet only 7 states appear ·to use them for checking purp.oses. 
The importance of a central ·state records file to a· state program for driver 
improvement is obvious. 

Except for South Dakota, where drivers t licenses are not· issued, all· but 
one of the 36 reporting states indicate it has a s .. l;ate central fil,e ~1here 
drivers' convictions are kept on record. 

TABULAR TNFORiiATION: (See next page) 
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TOPIC 28. RECORDING CO~:VICTION RECORDS OF DRIVERS. 

' 
Is conviction 
record kept Precautions to prevent Is record kept in 
on license Sta~~e~--~~~~~~-------=l~o~s~s~o~f~r~e~co~r~d=-------------~s~t~a~t~e~c~e~n~t~r~a~l~f~i~l~e~s~---

Ala. record in central office yes 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fla •. 
Idaho 
·Ind. 
Iowa 
Kans. 
Ky. 
La. 
Md1 
Mass. 
Mich. 
Minn. 
Nebr. 
Nev. 
N.H.-. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 

N.D. 

Ohio 

Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I. 
S.C. 
S.D. 
Texas 
Vt. 
Va. 
Wash. 
Wis. 
Vlyo. 

.-no .. 
yes 
no 
no (i) 
no 
:r,e.s 
yes 

. no 
y~s 
no 
yes 
yes 
.no 
no ' 
no 
no 
yes 
yes 
no 
no 
yes. 

yes 

yes 

••• 
no 
no 
no 

.. _ .. _ ..... ,• ......... • .. _ .... . ........................ 
. ::._ ............................ . 
............ 1' •• ,. • .. .. • • • • • ~ . . . -.......................... 
record in, central, office 
record in state office . 
•:~·. ·)·-··~··· •-•, ·~-·.. ... . . .. ... . ' 

r!"ppr<l. J,.n l,'!.cense .division ....................... ....................... 
record i~master £ile 

:•·••.;••-·-··· ... •,·-: ... ····•·,·,..·-~- '• ...... ..-.............. . 
none 
none 
........ ~~::•;• ...... ~~·-·-· ·-·-
~~d~.t~;~·~~ ··:r~;~,;;;d. to 
ce~traL_oJfice. . : · 

judge removes a section 
of liC<lJlSe. .. . 

duplicate in central 
office . .......................... . ....... ..- ............. . 

............................. 
no ......................... . 
(Inapplicable--S.D. has no driver license 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
yes 

......................... ..................... ·-. ..... -. ................... . 

............................ 

........................... 

....................... 

·--· 

law) 

yes 
. no .. 
yes_ 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

.yes 
yes 
ye,s 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

(1) Su<;h la•~ formerly required but Geurts' "poor conformance led to repeal of 
the la,,. 11 
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TOPIC 29. IS CENTRAL RECORDING OF DRIVER.CONVICTlONS IN COURT COSTS, 
ARE SUCH RECORDS AVAILABLE FOR TRIALS, Al\TD ARE SUCH RECO'i\DS 
KEPT ELSE\v!IERE? -~ ;' ';."' . 

' . ··~ ·- ___ .. 
GENERAL COMHENTS: 

A factor which may affect the.reporting of convictions to the central 
records file is the matter of who bears the cost. ~r.nere the convicted driver 
pays the expense of such report it;~~, it has been. asserted there is a likelU10od 
that more courts will report more 9onvictions. 

In 34 states ~There the question is ap;plicable, 28, including lvisconsin, 
indicate the expense of urnishing such reports is not included in court costs. 
Five states sho~r it is included. !n one case the .reporting forms are provided 
by the state, but no evidence.i~ 9ffered r~gardi~g who pays the. rest of the 
reporting expense. 

If state central files are to be most effectively used in ,a program of' 
driver improvement, the information in them must be available to officers at 
the time of prosecution in .,:pi,.tever cour~ trial is had. 

Of the 34 states reporting such files, only. Ne\• York states the informa­
tion is not so available. 

One state, Kentucky, reports' that' iii addition to being ent~red on the 
driver's license and being reported.'.·t·o stat'e' central files (To:Ii}c 28), the 
record of a driver's convictions is kept. in the county circuit clerk's office. 
It is re,,orted. available for use t<here .. trial is had at the time of prosecution. 

TABULAR INFORiJ!ATION: (See next p~>ge) 

' . 
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TO:<'IC 29. THE· AVAILil.J3ILITY OF RECORDS OF COi'!TV!CT~bN AT TRIALS, 

::..:t::1.te 

Ala. 
Ark. 
Cal. 
Col. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fle .• 
Idaho-
Ind. 
Iowa 
Kans. 

Is cost of furnish­
ing-recor~ to cen­
,tral. file part of 
court costs 

no 

no 

Are central file 
records available 
to officeTs when and 

. where trialS are held 
y-es 
•••• 

.ye/3 ,., 
. yell . 

Yf3,s; 
yes 

. '}; 

' 

Are such records 
kept in places other 
than ori licenses and 
~antral files 

no 
no 
• . 
• . 
• • 

. . . • .. . .. . 
no ....... ..... ... •. .... 

.·, 

: :.. :. 

Are they 
available 
for trial· 

•••• 
no 
• ••• 
• ••• . ,• ... 

,,, :. <,;:• . ... 
•••• . ... 
• ••• . ... 
. ... 

Ky. 

·.no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
yes 
no 
no 
no 
no· 
no 

.· ·.y~s .. ," 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

Co.Qir .ct .• Clerk's Of. yes 
La. 
Md· ass. 
Mich. 
Minn. 

nb 
yes 
no 

Nebr. -.;-. no- ._1"- .·; __ 

Nev. 
N.H. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 
N.D. 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa. 
R.I. 
s.c. 
S.D. 
Texas 
Vt. 
Va, 
Wash, 
\'lis. 
Wyo. 

(l) Forms 

yel;!,;. 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
(1) 
yes 
no 
no 
(Inapplicable--S.D. 
yes 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 

furnished by state. 

yes 
yes. 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 

has no 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yeiil 

. . . . 
" ... ..... . . . . .. ,.-_ ·. ...... 

._.·. 
•••• ..... ..... . ,. .. . . . . 
. . . . 
•••• .... .... 

driver license law) .... .... ..... 
,. ... .... . . . . 

.... .... 

. ..... . ... .... . ... 
• ••• . ... 
. ... 
•••• .... .... 
• ••• . " .. . ... 
. ... . ... 
• ••• 

. ... .... 
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TOPIC 30. ARE ACCIDENT REPORTS REQUIRED FOR FATAL ACCIDENTS, ACCIDENTS INVOLVING 
~JO}T-FATAL INJURIES, ACCIDENTS UIVOLVING PROPERTY DAi'-IAGE mJLY? f-

GENERAL COMi•lENTS: 

Except for Massachusetts and Ohio, every return indicates accident reports 
!!;;re re.quired in cases involving fatalities, ..i·njuries, or property damage.. Al­
though South Dakota has no driver license law, it does indicate it requires 
reports in the 3 types of accidents considered. 

. ' 
l.n Massachus(ltt.s. reports are not required where accidents involve property 

damage only. lfuile. Ohio shows no reports at present, it states they will be 
requi;re.d, in all 3 type.s of accidents considered, "after March of 1953." 

ACcident reports. are not usually required in cases involving property dam­
age on).y, ~There the amount is relatively small in t<'lrms of dollars. Higher min­
imums .. in. recent years ;tend to reflect the increases in costs of repairs in an 
inflat~~. economy. 

·ln ~hose states which require accidents involving property damage only to 
be reported, minimums' range from all damage in 3 reports to $200.01 in Washington 
and in Michigan to ~ses ">~hen vehicle is so. disabled as to be incapable of being 
propelled in the usue.l manner. 11 

£50 or 1;.50.01 is the minimum shown in 16 returns. Eight states, including 
1;fisconsip, report ffilOO. There are 4 entries at $2.5 and one at SJ5. 

~ABULAR l}TFORMATION: (See next page) 
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TOPIC 30. TYPES OF ACCIDEi>'TS URICH i4UST BE REPORTED. 

Hust Re ort s J3e Made For: 
Fatal Nonfatal Property 

§_tate Acciden~E._ Accident ll>ama e 

Ala, yes. yes yes 
Ark. . yes. yes yes 
Cal. yes . '<". yes yes 
Col, _.yes yes :•' yet . 
Conn, .yes·· !-· yes ·'yes 
Del. yes yes yes 
Fla. yes yes yes 
Idaho. yes. ;yes ·yes· 
Ind. yes yes·· yes 
Iowa: .yes yes ·"yes 
Kana; yes yes yes 
Ky, . y/3S yes·· :yes 
La· •. yes 1/'SB YB'l3 . ·'• 

Md •. .. 1 •. :y:es yes ···yes· " 

Mass .• yes 1/'eS no 
Mich. yes yee. yes 
H:i.nn, :yes ·yes ~res 
Nebr. yes yes yes 
Nev. yes yes yes 
N.H. ·yes .yes ·yes 
N~J. yes yes yes 
N;Y, yes yes yes 

• N.D.-. yes yes ·yes 
Ohio no (1) ·:,. ·no (1) : \. . ' no (1) 
Okla. yes yes yes 
Oreg. yes.· yes yes 
Pa .• ·~. yes yes· " ' yes··· 
R.I. yes yes yes 
S.C. yes yes yes 
S.D .• yes ye.s. yes 
Texas yes yes yes 
Vt. yes yes ·yes 
Ve .. yes yes yes 
\'/ash, yes yes yes 
~Vis. yes yes yes 
Wyo. yes yes yes 

(1) \l'ill be reouired after March, 1953. 

' '· 

\'/hat is minimum· 

$50 
$50 
$100. 
"an 
SlOO (2) 
$ 25 
$50 
$50 
$50 
$50 
$100 
$100 
$ 25 
$50 ... 
(3) 

·. ' . $ 50 
'$50 
all, 
$50 
$100 
$50.01 

.. $ 50 . 

'. ·•. 

no report'required 
$ 50 
all 

100 to either vehicle 
~noo 
$' 25 
$50. 
$ 25 
$ 35 
$50 
$200.01 
$100 
5 50 

(2) 11$100,00 •. ,means damage in excess of SlOO.OO to any-one of the vehicles 
involved," 

(3) 11\fuen vehicle is so disabled as to be incapable of being propelled in the 
usual manner. " 
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TOPIC 31-o TO WHOM AND \III THIN l'IHA1',..PERIOD MUS:P MO~OR· VEHICLE ACCIDENTS BE REPORTED? 
. ··~.- ... ~ . _. ·,. :., :::.~:~:..::....~!-''. 

~- ;• 

Returns indicate that in·l6 states, including Wisconsin, at least some 
accidents must· be reported to local police. In 10 states such reports must be 
made ~<ithin· 24 hours. Four returns, including V/isconsin 1s, specify the time 
for reporting as "immediately" or 11at once.'' In Virginia, in some cities, five 
days are allow.ed for notification of local police. Michigan does not comment 
on the time element • . , 

Thirty.:.three states, including \'fisconsin, · sho~r accident reports must be 
submitted ti)' a state agency, usually either the licensing or the .traffic lat< 
enforcement body. Such reports must be submitted within 24 hours in-1) states 
and 48 hours in 6 states. Five returns show reports must be made within 10 
days. l'iisconsin' s is one of these. Three cases permit 5 days, 3 show "immedi­
ately" or its equivalent. One state allows 36 hours for reporting. Michigan 
does not indicate within what period accident reports must be mxbmitted to the 
ste.te agency. · 

Idaho and Kansas do not report on this i tam and Ohio does not reouire 
accident reports to be made. 

In a fe>r reporting states, accident reports must be submitted to officers 
or officials other than state and local-

Five states indicate this is the case '"ithin their jurisdictions. In 3 states, 
sheriffs must be informed; in 2, additional state offices must·be notified, ( 

lihere the sheriff's office is the one which must be notified, 24 hours is the 
time given in all cases, tn the other instances, reporting time runs 10 days 
in one case, 15 days in the· other, 

Wisconsin is not among·those states entering information under this item. 

TABULAR INFOlli~TION: (See next page) 
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TOPIC 31. BEPORT!t<G MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDE!l1TS. 

Within 
To. local what 

Within 
what 

St?.te "Police "Period. 'To a state lieenc:v' . "Period 
Ale., • • • 
Ark, no 
Cal. yes 
Col. yes 
Conn.- ., .. . . 
Del. yes 

Fla. ... 
Idaho yes 
Iild~ ... 
Iov1a 
Kane~ 
Ky., 

yes 

- ' .. 
La. ·· yes 
Md. no 
Mass .... 
Mich. yes 
Minn • ••• 
Nebr. yes 
Nev. . •• 
}IT .H. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 

... ... 
N.D. yes 
Ohio No 
Okla • .•• 

... 
••• 
24 hrs. 
24 hrs. 
•-•. 
at once 
' ... 
24 hrs. 

Finaq.Respon. Se,ction 10 days 
State Police · · 48 hrs, 
Highway Patrol 24 hrs, 
Motor Vehicle Dept.(5) 24 hrs. 
_Motor Vehi()le J?ept. 48 hrs. 
yes. 

Dept. 'of Pub. Safety ... 
"soon aJ! 
·possible 

,24 hrs ... 
• • , State Police 24 hrs • 

24 hrs. 24hrca.(i) Dept. of Pub. Safety ... . . . .; .-.. . ... Sta.te Police 10 days 
· 24 llrs. State Police· 24 hrs ~ · ... Motor Vehicle' Dept.· 48 hrs~ . . . Motor· Vehicle· Dept. Forthwith ... State Police (6) . • .• ... Highway Dept. ·Promptly 
24 hrs. Accid.RecordsBuJ>eau · lO'·dil.ys 
• •• ... Safety Director 48 hrs. 

Motor Vehicle Dept> · 48 hrs. 
Div. of Motor Vehicles 48 hrs~-. 

••• Bur, of Motor Vehicles 48 hrs. 
24 hrs. yes 24 hrs. 

accident repo ts required. 
Dept. of Pub, Safety 10 days 

Oreg. yes(2) 24 hrs, Seoy. of State 24 hrs, 
Pa.. .. • ... Bur.of Highway Safety 
R.I. yes immediately Reg.of Motor Vehicles 
S.C. ••• ••• Motor Vehicle Div. 
S.D. yes 24 hrs. Highway Patrol 
Texas yesQ)immediately Accident Section 

Dept.of Pub.Safety 
~t. 
Va. 
Wash. 
~lis~ 

Wyo. 

. . . 
yes(4) 
yes 
yes 
• • • 

... 
5 days 
24 hrs. 

immediately ... 

Motor Vehicle Dept. 
Motor Vehicle Div. 
State Patrol 
yes 
Motor Vehicle D~v • 

24 hrs. 
5 days 
5 days 
24 hrs, 
24 hrs, 

36 hrs. 
S days 
24 hrs. 
10 days 
24 hrs. 

To any ot}l.er 
aeenov ... 

--"Within 
what 
'Period .. . 

rto ••• 
Finan.Respon.Sectionl5 days 
Sheriff 24 hrs. ... .. . ... 
.. . ... . .. ... . .. ... ... 
. ... .. . . ..... ' ... ... ... ... .. . .... ... ... ••• ... ... . . . - ..... ... ... . .. .. . ... ' -- .. ... .. . . . . ••• 

••• ... 
Sheriff(?) 24 hrs. 
••• ... ... ... . .. . .. 
Sheriff 24 hr •• ... ... 
... .. . 
••• .. . 
Licensing Dept. 10 days ... • •• ... .. . 

(1) In first class cities, to chief of police. Any incorporated municipality 
may reauire reports. (Sections 321,273 and 321,274, ~~Drivers' Guide, 
1951-52) 

(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
{5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Forwarded to Secretary of State. 
"In case of death or injury. 11 

111n some cities." 
11\fuen accidents come under the Financial Responsibility Act (over :;;100 l'.D. or 
any fatal or any personal injury), accident must be reported within 10 days. 11 

11Drivers ip fatal and injury accidents are required to submit special accident 
report ••• to the Dept. of State, Financial Responsibility Division ••• in addition 
to the official traffic accident report required to be sent to the Michigan 
State Police by the investigating officers." 
Forwarded to Secretary of State. 
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LRL'-R-106 

TOPIC )2. ABJiJ DRIVERS SullNITTH'G ACCIDENT EEPORTS RJilClUIRED -TO ·SHOW IN TllJTIH. 
l•f!lJTIT!lJTIR THJTIY CARRY MOTOR VEHICLE PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
AND T!lJTI POLICY LllUTS OF INSURANCE CARRIED? 

Gllll'iERAL COMHE]IlTS: ·· ·. ~: J l 

Returns show 19 states, including ~Tisconsin, require a6cident reports to· 
indicate ~lhether motor vehicle public liability :j.nsure,nce is 9arried. Fi:("tel"n ,· 
:~tates do not requi~~ such a st~tement regarding-insurance coverage, 

Ka.nsas does not comme11t .on the item. Oh:i.o -do~s not have a~cident -.reporj;s. 

- . . ' 
The policy limits of the insurance are_not generally required to be state~. 

Eleven states, including ~fisconsin, where the fact of insurance coverage or the 
lack of it must be indicated, do not requiro;~ the limits to be given. Fourtee11 
other states "hich indicate no statement regarding insurance coverage obviously - . . ' . 
<;nter a negative or (l.o not enter any comment at all under the_pc;>licy limits it'il!ll• 

. 
In only 9 states are.pe;sons reporting 

~eports required to show policy limits. 
insurance carrj,age gn accident 

, .. 
. -. 

Again, Kansas does not discuss thi!J.;·item, nor (l.c;>es Ohio,. w!J.ich has ,J?.O 

accident report req~:i.rement. . . : . e' ' . 
,•'..·' 

(see next page) .'. '- i 
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TOPIC )2, REPORT!NG MOTOR VEHICLE PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE IN ACCIDENT REPORTS. • .. ··- t - . • . 

Are drivers required to sho~r in 
accident reports if they have 

State public liability insura.nce? 
Does the report shO\·r policy limitf;l of 
insurance coverage? 

Ala. 
Ark, 
Cal. 

.pol. 
Conn. 
Del,. 
Fla •. 
ldaho 
Ind. 
Iot•a: .. 
Kans. 
Ky. 
La. 
)),fd. 
Mass. 
l~ich •. 
Minn. 
Nebr, 
Nev. 
N.H. 
NiJ. 
tr ;y. 

. JIT•D~ 
Ohio .. 
dkla, 
breg, 
:pa; 
ft.t. 
s.c. 
s.D. 
Texas. 
Vt. 
va. 
Wash. 
\Vis. 
ffyo, 

yes· 
no 
no (1) 
yes 
yes 
yes. ... 
no 
no 

. no. . . . 
yes 
no 
no 
no 
yes 
yes 
no 
yes 

. ;res. 
yes 
yes 

(2) 

·. - '· 

yes.-
No accident .reports reouired, 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 
no 

. no 
yes 
no 
yes 
yes 
yes 
no 

·' 

yes 
no 
no 
no 
no 

:•yes 
.. ... ..... .-,. . .. 

. .... 
Y!lll· 
no ... ..... 
yes (2) 
no 
••!' 
yes 
no 
no 

..no 
no 

no 
yes 
yes .. ~. 
no 

••• 
yes 

I ~ •. '! ... 

no 
YE)S 
no 
no 

(1) "No'' in accident reports; "yes" in financial ~esponsibility reports. 
( 2). "Drivers in fatal and injt~.ry accidents .l're. reauired to su,bmiL special . 

accident report 'giving the informe.tion noted to the Dept. of State, 
Financial Responsibility Division. This is. 'in addition to the official. 
traffic accident report reiluired to be sent to the Nichigan State 
Police by the investiga.ting officers," 
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TO?IC 33. lffiAT ARE THE PENALTIES FOR DRUNKEN DRIVING, FIRST OFFEJ.TSE0 SPEEDING, 

DRIVING iiiTHOUT APPLYING FOR A LICEJ.TSE, DRIVING -IHlEN UCENSE 
lli>VOKED OR SUSPECIDED? 

G E1JER'I.J, cmr rm s : 
Penalties for drunken driving vary considerably {rom one state to e,nother. 

All returns contain-responses to this item; · 
In 17 reports, e.mong '~hich Vlisconsin 1 s is. ndt'ineluded, penalties involve, 

revocatioti'S or· suspensions for periods ranging from 60 days to 2 years, . 
Four states show fines running as high as a maximum of $1,000, Twelve st.ates 

set their maximum-fine at $500. One state fines offenders up to $300. In.Wis~on­
sin and 7 other states the limit on fines is $100. 

Jail terms are /Ilentioned in many cases. T~ro states list a maximum of 2 _years 
and 8 favor a one-year limit. Seven states, including vfisconsin, jail offenders 
as long as 6 months. Three states are in the 90-day bracket, 6 in the 30-day ·_ 
group, and one does not confine first offenders longer than 10 days. 

Speeding is ge_nerally regarded as e, less serious offense than drunken driving 
and therefore is punished more lightly. 

Among 32 report.ing ste,tes, only 3 indicate suspension of the driving privilege 
as a penalty. 

Fines are mentioned in 29 returns, Excluding Delaware, t~hich only indicates 
"Fine," the maximums mentioned range from $10 in 2 states to !\;1,000 in one, Ten 
states show a $100 maximum, 6 states s5oo, 3 states $50, 3.states $25, and.2.states 
$200. 1Visconsin 1s $25 fine is its only penalty reporj;ed, ·· 

Imprisonment for a maximum period of 30 days is cited a.s a penalty in 6. states. 
Three jail speeders. up to 90 days in some cases, One year_, 6 months, and 5.. days are 
cited in 2 returns ,each as maximum imprisonment penalties •.. In one state sp~eders 
may be jailed for 10 days. . .. 

Thirty-three states report on the penalty for driving '~ithout applying fpr, a 
license. Maximum f.ines range from SlO in one state to $500 in 10 states. T~n. other I 
states, including \1isconsin, report a maximum fine of ffildo. $25 fines are a.hown 
by 3 states and $50 and S200 each have one adherent. Three states indicate only 
11Fine. 11 · 

Maximum jail sentences reported range from 10 days in one state to "indefinite" 
in another. The most common maximum is 6 months, reported in 7 oases, including 
1'/isconsin. Five states cite imprisonments up to 30 days. T~To states jail of~ 
fenders up to 90 days. There is one report each at the 60-day and one-year levels. 

Since South Dakota law does not provide for a driver•s license, this item is 
reported inapplicable there. 

Including South Dakota's indication that this item is. inapplicable in its.oase, 
33 returns comment .on the penalty for driving ~Then license is suspended, denied 
or revoked. 

Penalties include· maximum fines ranging from $25 in 2 states to ffil,OOO in 3 
states. Twelve states cite maximums of $500, 8 states, including lfisconsin, are 
in the $100 group. One state has a S300 maximum. Tt~o states show financial 
penalties only as "Fine. 11 

Maximum imprisonments mentioned are as low as 10. days in 2 states and as high 
as 2 year13 in one. Eight states, among them- Wisconsin, show e, 6 months. maximum. 
One year· is. reported from 5 states, 30 days from 4, · 90 days from 2 and 3 months 
from one, · · 

Nine states <provide penalti-es in the form of exteneion~>. of the p~riod for 
which the license was originally suspended or-revoked. -IVisconsin.:is not e,mong 
this group. 

TABULAR INFORJViA.TION: (See next page and page 73) 
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TOPIC 33~ TllE PENALTIES FOR VARIOUS OFFENSES COMMITTED BY DRIVERS, 

F. - fine I. - imprisonment 

Drunk driving 
S~e 1st offense 
Ala,· · .• J!'. $100 min, 

--··I·~···• ••• 
license revoca, 

Ark, . F.. ·G25 . i';lO min. 
· I. 1 d:ay ... 

Cal, F. SJ500 $50 or 
I. Jd days, ·or both 5 days 

C F 6" "' . . $5 $ ... ol. • ., .. ,-"'100 •or · . . - 100- -or . 
I. 10 da.ys;_ or both(l)lO days. (1} . 

Conn. l'. .. • · Indeterm:Lnate; · 

Del. 

Fla. 

Idaho 

Ind. · 

Iowa 

Kans. 

Ky. 

La, 

Md, 

Hass. 

!Uch, 

Minn. 

Nebr. 

Nev. 

I. • .. dependent on 
hearing 

1 yr, suspension 
F • • • • 
I .. • • • 
1 yr • rev. mancra::. .. 
toty 
F, ';25-5500 
I. ye\l, or bot~\ 
F • • • • 
f . ••• 
loss of lie., 1 yr. 
F • •. • -· 
I. 90 days 
F, S300-lillOOO 
I. yr. or.both 
F. $500 max. ., 
I. 6 mos. 
F. Sl00-$500 and: 
I. 6 mos. max. 

:t:ine 

$25-ssoo 
.. yes, or b.oth 
-~100 max. or 
36· days C5) 

..... 
$100 max,. 

.JO days. 
s5oo max. ... 
$10. 

: ... 

. ... 

F • • • • 
I • . • • 

'·, ;Discretion of 
court (6) 

60 days revoca. 
F. >noo-rnooo 
I. 10 days-1 yr.,or 

both 
F. S35-lillOOO 
I. 2 wks.-2 yrs,,or 

both 
1 yr, l'evoce .• 

F. !'50-% 100 
I. 90 days max, 

or both (2) 
F. $1-SlOO or 
I. 1-90 days 
F. $50-$100 
I. 30 days 
lie. susp. to 1 yr. 
F • • .. • 
I. . . • 

$1-$1000 
~gt~ays-1 yr.,or 

$25 max. 

3 or more conv, 
same yr. 30 days 
revoca. 
:'>100 max. 
90 days or both 

~1-$100 or 
1-90 days 
$10-8100 . . . 
... 
reexamination 

· Dr i 'Vi ng 1~1 tho lit · 
applying for 
license · · · 
$10 . '·'· ... 

. $25 max. ... 
Sisoo or . 

-6\nos,(no miri,) 
$5-tlOO ·or 
10 days (1.) ... 
)0 days· 

fine . 

$500 max. ; ~-
1 day-6 mos. . . . _, . ... 
... ... 
$100 max. 
30 days. 
$500 !!lax,. ... 
$2-$500 . . "' . 

$25-$5.00 
6 mos. max. 

$5-$100 
60 days, or both 

$25 max. 

$100 max. 
90 days or both 

$1-$100 or 
1-90 days 
$1-$100 ... 
fine . .. 

revocation 
(Continued on page 73) -71-

· •· · Driving when 
;license suspended, 
denied or reYoked 
$2~- 500.. 
••• 

$2.5 max • 
• •• 
$1,000 or 
1 y!:. o!: both 
$5•Sl00 or 
10 da.ys (1) 

1 yr, 

fine & suspension 
or 

·revocation 

$500 max, 
1 day-6 mos. 
SJOO max. 
2 days-6 mos. (7) 

.. . . .. ... 
2-30 days 
$500 max. .. . 
$25·"$500 
. ... - ' ... ... 
Addit 11 1 yr. revoc. 
$100-$1000 
~gt~ays-6 mos. or 

(lst of.)$50-$100 
10 days, or both 

later of. 10 days-1yr. 

~100 max. 
2-90 days and 
like suspension 
$1-$100 or 
1-90 days 
$100 or 
J .mos • 

fine ... 
Add 11 revocation 
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FOO'~NOT:IDS FOR TA.13L'LAR UlFOPJ;IATION FOR TOPIC..Jl. 

(1) This offense is a misdemeanor, 

(2) Also, "driver license suspended 90 days to 2 years. Restoration contingent 
upon complia.nce with Financial Responsibility, Chapter 5, Hichigan Vehicle 
Code, 11 

(3) "Conviction of driving while under influence of liquor .. ,requires filing 
evidence of financial responsibility in addition to other penalties," 

(4) De.ta from Section 46.56.010, Motor Vehicle La'ti!. Qf. State of liashington, 
1951 and Section 44, State of \"/ashington Drivers Hanual, 1951. 

(5) De.ta from Section 49-560, Motor Vehicle Laws of the State of Idaho, 
Revised 12. Sept~.±..... 1951, -- - -- -- -

( 6) 

(?) 

( 8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

"Three convictions on reckless driving charge •,1ithin one year result in 
mandatory 12 month revocation," 

~- ' . 
Driving while license suspended or revoked. This data from Section 49-137, 
~!otor Vehicle La~1s of the §.tate of Idaho, Revised to September .±..... 1951. May 
in acldition lev,y fine to $3Qolfrom questionnaire), 
For driving \~hen license suspended or revoked. Data from Sections 6296-29 
and 6296-30, Motor Vehicle Laws of Ohio, 1951. 

For driving when license suspended or revoked, Suspension or revocation 
period is also extended one year and offender must comply ~~ith provisions of 
Financial Responsibility Act. · 

"Conviction of driving ... after license suspended, or driving after appli­
cation for license is refused •• ,reauires filing evidence of financial respon­
sibility in addition to other penalties." 

"Driving after license suspended t~ould add to length of suspension time; 
driving after license revoked ~<ould double the time of revocation." 

For driving ~Jhile license suspended, revoked, or cancelled. Data from 
Section 46.20,350, Motor Vehicles La1·1s of ~of 1tlashington, 1951 and 
Section 47, State of \'lashinl'ton Drivers Manual, 1951. · · 
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TOPIC 3!3. THE PENALTIES FOR VARIOUS OFFENSES COM!IiiTTED BY DRIVERS. (Cont.) 

State 
N.H. 

N.J. 

" N.Y. 

N.D. 

Ohio 

Okla. 

Oreg. 

Pa. 

R.I. 

s.c. 

S.D. 

Texas 

Vt. 

Va, 

lfe.sh. 

Wis. 

lvyo, 

Drunk driving 
1st offense 
F. SlOO 
I. 6mos, max 
1 yr •. loss of lie. 

J( $200~$500 or 
I, 30 days 
revoca. 2 yrs, 

Speeding· 
$25 max. ... 
susp. dependent 
on speed 
$50 max. ... 

Driving ~li thout 
applying for 
license 
$25 max, ... 
$500 max, ... 

F, $100 max. or $100 max. or $50 max, or 
I, 30 days or both 30 days or both 30 days or both 
F. $25-$50Q · · $100 max. $100 
I, 1 yr. . 30 days max, 30 days · 
F, $500 max, lst of. $50 max, $500 max, 
I. 6 mos,max.,or both 5 days.max. 6 mos. 
F, $500 max, $10-$200 $25 
I. 6mos, 5-30 days 
F. :lnooo, orJJoth. $500 ina.X. 
I. ,... · · · 6 mos.,or both 
90-daymand, susp, 
up. to 1 yr. 
F. • • • 
I • •. •. 
1 yr. revoc. 

• • • 

••• 
$5oolliax. · 
6 mos., or both· 

... 

. ... 
· 30 days to·i·nuef. · 

F. $500 rmai<,. . $500 max. · $500 max. 
I, 1 yr,, or both 1 yr. or'both(l) 1 yr. or both(1) 
revoca, min.lyr,(3)(1) . 
F. 3;50~$100 or $10-$iOO or 
I. 30 days · 30 days 
F. £50-$300 $5-$500 
I. 1 yr. max. ~o~R days or 
auto. susp. 1 yr, 
F. $50-~500 $1-Si200 
I, ·lQdayfl-lyr_~~ bothl' •• 

$10-'$100 or 
30 days 
·inapplicable 
(S.D, has no driver 

$1-$200 . . . 
F. S50-$500,or $100 max.lst of. $100 max. 
I. 2 yrs. or both 
1 yr, revoc. 
F. SlOO-SlOOO or 
I. 1-6 mos,,or both 

F. ,;5o-s5oo 
I. 10 days-1 yr. 
or both (4) 
1 yr. revoc, 

F. !;;roo max. 
I. 6 mos., or both 
F • • • • 
I. 30 days 

15 day susp, 
$5.;.$500 or 
1 day~6~mos.· or 
both ... ... 

$25 ... ... . .. 

30 day susp. 
$500 max, 
6 mos. or both 

. .. ... 

SlOO max. 
6 mos., or both 
fine . .. 

For footnotes see prior page. 
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Driving when 
license'suspended 
denied or revoked 
$25 max. 
30 days max • 

$100, mandatory ... 
$25-ffilOO or 
30 days or both ... 
••• 
$500 max. (8) 

·2 days-6 mos. 
$50-$500 

12 mos. max, 
$500 inax, 
6. mos., or both(9) 

. .. ... 
Add 11 susp. or revoq 
for like pd, of time 
$500 max. 
1 yr. or b0th(l0) 
(1) (11) 
$100 min. or 
30 days 
inapplicable 

license law) 

$25-$500 and 
6 mos. max • 
$500 max. 
2 yrs., or both 

$25-$500 or 
toi~ys-6 mas, or 

$1000 max. ( 12) 
10 days-1 yr, 

susp. or revoc. for 
like pd. 
$10-$500 
6 mos., or both 

... 
1 yr. extens. of 
susp.&court action 
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TOPIC 34. 

,'". . .. . { . 

TO VIHAT EXTENT ARE C()U!{T PENALTIES PROGRESSIVELY STIFF;.;NED FOR 
RJ"CURRU!G OFF]).NS_ES? C,~_¥o:HEAD OF LICENSING AGENCY OVERRULE 
JUDGE'S ORDER ON ISSUEc·OF REVOCATION? 

··If pena.lties are stiffened for repetitions of traffic offenses,_ they 
become more effective elements in a program for driver improvement .. to the 
extent they deter offenders from becoming repeaters • 

.. 
Thirty~one states comment on this item. Fifteen entries 'indicate in a sub­

stantie.l number of cases penalties become heavier as offenses are repeated. 
Ten states report stiffened penalties are a matter--of court discretion or they 
report. the equivalent. In 4. states, including \'!isconsin, information on this 
subject is sho~In to be not available. Kentucky reports li_ttle stiffening of 
repeaters' penalties and Nevada indicates there is none. 

State lat·l and practices are e.bout evenly divided on the pot<er of the head 
of the licensing agency to overrule the. court .in matters ·of revocation. Thir­
teen states report the head of the licensing agency may overrule a judge's 
order on the issue of revocation. Four other states indicate the judge does 
not have auth0rity over revocation~>. Oregon reports the agency head may .not 
overrule the judge "if action is mandator~'· II This implies he may overrtiie 
where a revocation that is.not mandatory is concerned. Reference to_Topic 27 
indicates in Oregon "almost 100% 11 of total revocations are mandatory. 

On•·the. other hand·l6 states, including Wisconsin, shot·T the licensiitg 
agency head may not overrule a judge's order on the issue of revocation. 

In South De.kota, t<here tbere· is no driver's license la><, the quest~on is 
inapplicable •. North Dakota··d6es not enter a clear response to this item. 

T.~ULAR Ilr.FOlli~~TION: (See next page) 
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TOPIC ;!f. PROGRESSIVELY STIFF:ci:R PENALTIES; OVERRULING COURT, 

State 
Do penalties become progressively 
stiffer :for recurring offenses· . 

Can licensing agency head overrule 
,. ,judge on: revocations 

Ala. 
Ark. 

. Cal.. 
Col. 
Conn. 
Del.­
Fla. 
Idaho 
Ind, 
iowa 

.Ka:ns. 
Ky. 
La.; 
Md, 
Mass, 

. Mich~ 
.. ··Minn. 

Nebr. 
Nev. 
N,H. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 

N,D, 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oreg. 
Pa, 

R.I. 
s.c. 
S,D. 
Texas 
Vt, 
Va. 
tfash, 
\'lis. 
1:/yo. 

...................... 
. not uniform 

. ···" . 
varies \'lith Violation 
have been gradually stiffentng 
variable '~iJ;h offenses 

. fine doubles ee.ch time (l) 
in majority of oases 
(2) ' .... ~ .................. • .. 
generally stiffened;,. 
for some offenses, mandatorily 
• <II •• ••••••••••••••••• 

not very •oft_en 
yes . 
coui't:t s discretidh 

·inci•eased penalties 
data no't avaiiiilble 

'up to court 
usually doubled· ·· 
none 
discretion of court 
most substantially increased 
usually 2nd e.nd Jrd carry at 

least double penalty 
considerable extent 
discretion of court 
varies With. localities 
discretion of court 
repeaters may be permanently 

suspended . . 
...................... 
repeater for drunken(dfivi~e must 

go to higher court JJ ~ . ................... . 
some approve, others 
no uniform policy 
no data available 
discretion of court 
no record e.va·ilapl~. 
• lo .................. . 

do not 

(1) 
(2) 

"For revocation full time is added to time that 
·uz convictions of any 'year in court o£ record 2 
penteriti'ary, 11 

·yes 
·yes 

(4) 
no 
yes (5) 
yes 
yes 
no 
no 
yes· 

no 
. yes 
yes 
yes 
(6) 
no 
yes 
no 
no 
no 
yes (7) 
no 

... 
no 
(8) 
no (9) 
yell 

yes 

no' 
. .. 
no. 
(4) 
no 
riO· 
no 
no 

is left." 

·. "! ~: 

years mandatory state 

(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 

"Penalty riot less than $1000,00 
"Court has no jurisdiction." 
"After hearing." 

or 1 year 1 s imprisonment, 11 

"Judge may me.ke recommendations only, 
"Except for mandatory reyocations." 

Has no po\~er to make orders. 11 

{ 8) "Court has no authority to suspend 
(9) ' 11Not if action is mandatory." 

or revoke." 
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Appendix I. STATE OF _______ _ 

Administration and Issuance of Licenses. 

1. ·what state office adriliniste:rs the driver licensing law in the phases involving: 
(Specify the office) 

(a) Issuing drivers t licenses? 
(b) Examining applicants? 
(c) Driver improvement? 

2. Who issues drivers' licenses? (Checkmark all blanks which e.pply) •-
(a) State officers (b) Local officers (c) Private persons __ 

Licenses and Fees. 

3, For ee.ch license named at the left which is issued in your ste.te, please fill in 
the bh.nks on the same line across the page. \'/here a license named at the left- is 
not issued in your state, on the corresponding line write only the type of license 
reQuired to be held in the occupation concerned, For example, if there is no 
School Bus Drivers' License, but school bus drivers must hold Chauffeurs' Licenses, 
write "Che.uffeurs' License" to the right of "School Bus Drivers 1 License". Please 
do not enter exe.mination, issuance, or other extra charges mad.e with original, 
renewal, or duplicate fee under any of the fee columns except the last, entitled 
"Additional Fee 11 , ilhere such additional fee is required, please state whether the 
charge is made with original, renewal, or duplicate license fees, or with all of them, 

Minimu.m Maximum ~;xpire. t ion 
Age Age De.te Period Active 

Passenger Av.to 
Drivers 1 License __ yrs. 

Chauffeurs t 
License _____ yrs. 

True>: Drivers' 
License yrs. -- -. 

Junior Permit _yrs. 

School Bus 
Drivers' License ~ yrs. 

Learners' 
Permit .. 

Original 'Rene\•ral Duplics.te Additional Fee 
Fee Fee Fee 

Passenger Av.to 
Drivers' License t- s " ,., $ _to cover 

Chauffeurs' 
License _to cover 

Truck Drivers' 
License __ to cover 

Junior Permit __ to cover 

School Bus 
Drivers 1 License ---to cover 

Learners' Permit - to cover 

) 

( 
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4. If your state does not he.ve a junior permit for young drivers end there are re­
strictions on youthful· drivers holding··a .regular license covered by the preceding 
question, please state such restricj;ions .beloiH 
Type of License Restrictions Age Group to· 

.which restric-

--·-----~~""'---'-'---"'--'----
tions apply 

--------~·.~--~-----

.5. Whet special requirementei' ~.re there for the occ1,1pationa listed?· (Specify) 
Yrs. Driving: Special Physical:Speci~;~.l:Drivirig T·est 
:Ex:gerience .. :. Reouirements :Exe,m~? ! in Type .. Of .:. 
Reouired : (Chec]:;: !Vehicle used · Other ReCJuire-

one) :in occupation! ments(Mst them) 
Che.uffeurs ___]Ira. Yes__ Yes __ 

--------- No ___. No 
-------,.--- Yes_ Yes_ 
-------------No No 

Truck Drivers .____yrs, 

School Bus 
D.i·i Yers · _yrs. ~---~--~-----~Yea __ ._. Yes __ _ 

No - No -------
Drivers' License Examining 

6; At the left e.re listed 4 employment levels for iltivers 1 license examiners. To the 
right of this list; plee,se checkma.1•\< all the blanks '"hich e.pply to each level at 
'"hich your state hall examiners. 'Notice' that each column may be che.cked either 

11All 11 or 11Partly 11 • For example, if in your state examiners are all full-time, 
Balaried state employe~ devoting substantially all their time ·to exa.mining, 
checkraarka''ahould be entered on the "State Employes" line under 11Al-11L under the 
first,· third, fourth ·and fifth column .heitdin:gs-. · · ~· 

Employment 
Level of ~d by Full-Time 

. Examiners . Paid by Fee Salary ltorkers 
All PartlY. ... All Partly . All Pa.rtly All Partly 

State 
Employes 
County 
Employes __ 
Loca.1 
Employes __ 
Private 
Persons 

---. --- ~ 

--·-

Examiners Devoting Substan­
tially All Time to Examining 

All Partly 

7. Ho'" ma.ny miles is the maximum distance any applicant must travel to be examined? 
=-------miles• (Specify) 

8, To accommodate applicants whose \<ork or school hours conflict with· cu~tomary 
daytime business hours, examining services and faci1ities a:r;e:~va1lable to them 
as follows: ( Checkme.rk any ·times applicable)· 

'Evenings__ If available. evenine;s, ho~1 l!l.e.ny_ evenings per \<eek? (Number) 
Saturdays_ Outside regula·r hours, by e.ppointment ______ _ 
Comments or other arrangements (Specify) _______________ ~-----------------

9, Ma.y an applicant take his examine.tion outside the examining area in t•hich he 
lives? (Check one) Yes__ No 



J.o. Ot <,!hat do.es the e:X:amine.tion consist 7 Bach line refers to a different type of 
t~st_, as l'is'ted at t'he left. Make entries on all lines -applicrable ·:l.n your state. 

' . · · Questions test 7 Pas<~ing· Grade '• lf ,all,- applicants 
TYPE 

OF 
TES't 

How m~.ny (Check one) Factual' (Minimu.m number .not asked same 
ouestions? knowledge & correct ans>~ers questions, how 

(1inter No.) Factual knowledge ,judgment for passing) many sets are 
there?(IDnter No.) 

\'iritten 
Oral 

Physical Does it test 
visual acuity? 
Yes_· No __ _ 

Does it test.for 
color blindness? 

Yes __ No_ .. 

. Does it test. 
hearing? 

Ye.s_·_ No __ 

For what other defects is 
. test made? (List them)· 

·.Driving ( Checkrne.rk one j Yes ~_j .No 
·· . . . . No . 

Is there a ste.ndardized scoring form?Yes __ 

Other '(specify and des~ribe) 

· 11. \ihat elements of physicel condition 111:ich the ex8.miner does not· test are re­
quired to be described in a statement by the. applice.nt or physician? 

~(Spec.ify)_.""·--~-------------------------

12. Are applicants instructed to read a drivers' manual before the examin!'>.tion? 
(Checkmark one) Yes No 

13. Approximately what percent of applicants fail the examination on their first 
attempt 'r · •; •. 

Driver Improvement· . ·- :c,_ 

Are any re-exami:ne.tions given drivers in. your state? . (Checkmark one) 
Yes No • (If "No". is checkmarked, omit· questions 15 through 24) 

15. Are re=-exami'Mtions given automJ>tically, .1<hen the licanse .is renewed.? 
Yes __ No __ (If 11~!o 11 , omit ouestion 16) 

16, Do automatic re-exa!llinations for rene\<al test: 
(a)·Vision'i Yes No· ... · . 
(o}Other physical :factors·? (Specify) -.:.. _ _;__.,;. _____________ _ 

(c) Elements other than physical? (Specify).,---:--:----:--:-::-:---:--:--:-:---:-
17. Are re-examinations given because of drivers' a.ccidents or traffic violations? 

Yes __ No _ (If "No", omit q_uesti6!ls 18 through 22)· 
18, Do re-examinations because of drivers' accidents or traffic violations involve: 

(e.) ?hysical exa!llinations? Yes No 
(b) Actual driving tests? Yes ~To 
(c) Judgment tests? Yes·_ No 
(d) Factual knov1ledge tests? Yes No 
(e) Other tests? (Specify)------~-..;....-------'---_;_..;...._ 

19. Are re-examinations because of drivers' accidents or traffic violations manda-
tory? Yes No (If "No",. omit-auestion 20) 

20. After how many conviCtions are re-examinations because of drivers 1 accidents or 
traffic violations mandatory? . __ ,_(Give number} 

21. Are re-examinations because of.drivars' accidents or traffic violations dis­
cretionary? Yes _ No'- (If 11No 11 , oU,it question. 22} .· 

22, Are disq;retionary examinations because of drivers' e.cc.tdents or traffic viola-
tions discretion!].ry ~1i th: ... 
(a) the court? Yes _ No (b) the ~icensing agency? Yes No 
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2J. Are re-examinations given because of compla.ints l;l.bout e. driver by other 
parties? Yes No 

24,. Are re-examinations given for measuring debilitation .associated with advancing 
age? (Describe; if none are given, write 11None 11 ) 

25. What convict ions result in mandatory revoce.tions? 
Yes _No 

Drunken driving __ __ 
Driving while drugged .,., --c _, __ _ 

Hit and. run driving ___ _ 
Involuntary manslaughter __ _ 
Other (Specify) · - .. ·•· · -· · 

3 2·6·. ;:!hat percent of total revcicati:OJis are mandatory? 
27; ·VIhen a conviction reauires·:mandatory rev0cati'on, ~1hen is the license pi eked 

and by whom? · ·· Yes No 
'.1ithin (Give 1To,) _d!'.ys, by (checkmark) the convicting court? 

, __ wE~eks the local police? 
__ months the state licensing agency? __ 

up 

ethel' agency?(Specify) _______ _ 

28, Is the record of a driver's convictions kept on his driver's license? 
Yes No (If "No", omit question 29) 

29. ilher'6"il driver's convictions are recorded by entry on his driver's license, 
what precautions are taken~e.inst his "losing" the license or bribing arresting 
officers? (Specify) 

'lO. Is the record of a driver's convictions kept in e. state central records file? 
Yes No (If "No", omit auestions Jl e.nd J2) 

31. fihere records of drivers' convictions are kept in a state central file, is the 
expense of furnishing them to the file included in court costs? Yes__ No 

32, Where records of drivers' convictions !'.re kept in a state central file, are they 
e.vailable to officers in the areas where trials are had, at the time of 
prosecution? Yes No 

33. If the record of a-a:;iver•s'"COnvictions is kept in a place or places other than 
a central state file or on the driver's license, please specify where, 

(a) Is it available for use in the 
e.ree. \1here a trie.l is had, at the time of prosecution? Yes No 

)/1, To >~hat extent are court penalties progressively stiffened f;;r-recurring 
offenses? (Specify) 

35, Are accident reports reouired for (Checkmark applicable blanks) Yes No 
(a) Fatal accidents 
(b) Accidents involving non-fate.l injuries? 
(c) Accidents involving property damage only? 

(If 11 No 11 in all blanks, omit ouestion 36) 

36. lihere reports are reouired in accidents involving property damage only, what is 
the minimum amount of damage required to be reported? $ (Specify amt.) 

)7. iihen and to l<hom must accident reports be made? (Show time for reporting on 
same line as agency to which reported) 

Agency to which reported To be reported within (Give number 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

Local 
State 
Other 

in column applicable) 
police Yes No hrs; or days 
agency(Specify which) -------------- hrs.=; or _days 
(Specify which) hrs, __ i or ___ days 
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38, -~re drivers submitting e.ccident reports reauired to show in them: , . 
( Check:mark applice.ble blanks) 
(a) \1hether t·hey··carry motor v~hicle. public liability insurance? Yes 

(If 11No 11 , omit (b) of this·auestion) 
(b) The policy limits of insuran?.e carried? Yes.~. No 

No_._ 

39. Does the 
overrule 

head of the motor vehieie'-'iicensing'agEincy' n~we' the authority to. . 
a judge's order on the issue of revocation? Yes_·_ No _·_ (Checkmirk) 

40 •. Whe.t a.re the penalties for conviction of the following .offenses? 
{a) D~~nken driving, first offense? ' 

(specify) 
.·. 

(b) Speed.ing?. . . - ·~ . ,. 

(c) Driv~l}€; without havi.ng .applied for a license? 

~d) Driving when license'ts suspended, denied, or revoked? 

41. If there is any phase of special interest or importance· in the driver licensing 
program of your sta.te trhich is not adequately coyered by preceding questions 
and.>~hich yo'* >~ould like to mention, we shall appreciat·e your comments on it in 
the follo>~ing space or on the ba.ck of any of these pages • 

. , , 

-;,.:. 

·' 

( ""\ 

( 




