Prepared by
THE ‘WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBHAHY
. State Capltol
. Madlson 2, Wlsconsiln

INFOHMATIONAL BULLETIN NO. 159
November 1956




LRL-IB-159
COMPULSORY AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE

I, Introduction

Slnce 1920 when the automoblle filrst began to be a soclal force
to reckon with, compulsory automoblle llabllity 1insurance has been
discussed. Massachusetts was the first state and for a long time the
only state whilch had adopted any legilslatlon to requlre evildence of
flnanclal responsiblllity as a prerequlsite for obtalnlng a motor
vehicle lilcense, The text of thilis law 1s lncorporated 1n this study.

In 1956 New York adopted a law to become effectlve in February
1957 provlding that before one could recelve license plates he must
furnish proof of 1lnsurance or abllity to meet a neglligence Judgment.
It requlres personal liabllity coverage of $10,000 to $20,000 and
$5,000 for property damage.

All the 48 states and the District of Columbia have some form of
automoblle flnanclal responsibllity leglslation, as have Great Britain,
Switzerland and the Scandinavlian countrles, Most of the states have
a securlty-type law wlth the exception of Kansas, Massachusetts, New
York and South Dakota., The maln point of distinctlion lles 1n the
fact that under financlal responsibllity laws a person is not requilred
to give proof of hils financlal responsiblllty untll after he hag had
an accldent or violation. Also, it 1s 1mpossible under the financlal
responslibllity laws to press a clalm for damages from a nonlnsured
person who causes an accldent.

Wisconsin's filnancial responsibilllity law was enacted 1n 1945,
The Motor Vehlcle Department reported that in 1950 83 or 84 per cent
of the vehlcles 1nvolved 1n accldents 1n Wisconsln were 1lnsured and
in 1956 about 82 per cent were covered. Wlsconsin has studled the
possibllity of a compulsory automoblle 1lilabllity lnsurance law slnce
the early 1920's, wlith the first billl having been introduced 1in the
1923 leglslature. A summary of such bllls from 1923-1955 appears at

the end of this report.

On the followlng pages are listed the varlous arguments pre-
sented by those 1in favor of and by those agalnst compulsory auto=

moblle insurance.

I1, Arguments For Compulsory Automoblle Insurance
1. A person must present evidence of flnanclal responsibility
before he 1s permitted to reglster hls car 1n Massachusetts,
not after his first accldent, as 1n most financial respon~-
81bllity states.

2. Compensation 1s assured to all victims of negligent operators
of motor vehicles,

3. Accldents have not increased in comparilison wilth increases in
other states,

4, It covers 95 per cent of all accldents.
5. It 1s exceptlonal when Insurance companles are compelled to

ﬁccept undeslrable risks. This 1s done in the so-called
voluntary assigned risk" states,
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IIT.

6.

Increased lltigatlon has not led to court congestion because
of pre~trlal procedures which encuourage walving of Juries
and settlements belore trilal,

Because Massachusetts motor vehlcle owners led the
nation 1n 1949 in highway safety, the 1950 individual rates
on compulsory 1llablllity insurance were reduced 1ln amounts
varying from 30 cents to $6.70, or an aggregate saving of
sboo 000, 1In 1949 rate redUCtions aggregated $700,000.

(New York Times, Sept. 27, 1949)

Many cars are not insured in other states.
The automoblle has created a new soclal problem. Common

law on negligence 18 not as appllicable to ayto accldents as
to other types of accldents.

Arguments Agalnst Compulsory Automobile Insurance

It has 1ncreased accldents and has led to laxlty and in-
difference 1n the enforcement of traffic laws.

It has promoted fraud and racketeering as to claims,

It has not accompllshed 1ts advertlsed objectlive of providing

" unlversal 100 per cent securlty for those with Jjust and

10.
11,

12,

13.

legal claims.

It has injected politics 1nto the making of insurance rates,
which are unfair to stock companles. ,

It has enormously lncreased lltlgation and court congestion,

It has compelled 1lnsurance companlies to accept undesirable
risks.,.

No protection from hit-run drivers. {Not in other places
either)

Increased costs for the driving publilc.

Law does not apply to vlsitlng motorilst.

A check of 8 stations in Wisconsin 1n 1949 revealed that
durlng the entire year 18,7% of all motor vehicles were
from out of the state and during the summer 24.8% were
from other states., (Data from Highway Commission)

Amerlican splrlt 1s opposed o compulslon,

Some, especlally insurance companies, fear a trend toward a
state lnsurance fund, which they feel 1s paternallstic and
soclallstle,

Such a plan should be used only agalnst the 1ndivldual who
1s actually shown to be reckless or careless, as evldenced
by conviction for certaln violations of traffic laws,

The law does not apply on prlvate roads,
-
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14, Only about 18% of the cars involved in accldents in the
first half of 1956 did not have coverage, This is less
than the number of forelgn cars traveling 1n the state
30 we have probably reached the saturation point.

IV. The Baslc Provislons of the Massachusetts Law.
{Annotated Laws of Massachusetts, Chapter 90--Motor Vehicles
and Aircraft Sections 34A-~34J)

344, Definitinns.-=-The following words, as used in sectlons
thirty~four A to thirty-four J, inclusive, shall have the following
eanings ;=

"Certificate”, the certificate of an 1lnsurance company author
1zed to 1ssue 1n the commonwealth a motor vehilele lisbility policey,
stating that it has 1ssued to the applicant for reglstration of a
motor vehicle such a policy which covers such motor vehicle, conforms
to the provislions of gection one hundred and thirteen A of chapter
one hundred and seventy~flve and runs for a perlod at least cotermin-
ous with that of such registration or that 1t has executed a binder,
as defined 1n sald sectlon one hundred and thirteen A, under and in
conformity wilth sald sectlion covering such motor vehlcle pending
the lasue of a motor vehicle liablllty polley; or the certificate
of a surety company authorized to transact business 1n the commnn-
wealth under section one hundred and five of said chapter one hun-
dred and seventy-five as surety, stating that a motor vehicle liaw
billty bond, payable to the commonwealth, whizch covers such motor
vehlcle, conforms to the provisions of sald section one hundred and
thirteen A, and runs for a period at least cotermlncus with such
reglstration, hasg been executed by such applicant as principal and
by such surety company as surety; or the certiflcate of the state
treasurer stating that cash or securitles have been deposlted with
sald treasurer as provided 1in section thirty-four D,

"Guest cccupant” or "guest ccecupant of such motor vehicle"”, any
pergon, other than an employee of the owner or reglstrant of a motor
vehlele or of a person responsible for its operation with the owner's
or reglstrant's express or implled conaent, belng 1in or upon,
entering or leaving the same; except a passenger for hire in the case
of a motor vehicle reglstered as a taxieab or otherwise for carrylng

passengers for hire,

"Motor vehicle", shall, in addition to the meaning prescribed by
section one, lnclude a trailer, as defined by sald section one,

"Motor vehlcle lisbllity bond”, a bond conditioned that the
obligor shall within thirty days after the rendition thereof satlsfy
all Jjudgments rendered against him or against any person responslble
for the operation of the obligor's motor vehicle wlth hilsg express
or Implied consent in actions to recover damages for bodily injuriles,
including death at any time resulting therefrom, and judgments
rendered as aforesald for consequential damages conslsting of expenses
incurred by a husband, wife, parent or guardlan for medlcal, nursing,
hospital or surglcal services 1n connecticn wlth or on account of
such bodlly injuries or death, sustalned durlng the term of sald
bond by any person, other than a guest occupant of such motor vehicle
or any employee of the ouner or registrent of such vehicle or of such
other person regponsible as aforesaid who 1s entltled to payments or
benefits under the provisions of chapter one hundred and fifty-two,

-3
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and arlsing out of the ownership, operatlon, masintenance, control or
use upon the ways of the commonwealth of such motor vehlcle, to the
amount or 1limit of at least five thousand dollars on account of
Injury to or death of any one person, and, subject to such limits

as respects Irjury to or death of oné person, of at least ten thouu-
arfd dollars eri acédunt of any one accident resulting in injury to or

death of more than one person.
"Motor vehilcle 1llabllity policy", a policy of 1iability in-

surance which provides indemnlty for or protectlion to the Ilnsured
and any person responsible for the operation of the insured's motor
vehicle with his express or Implied consent against loss by reason
of the 1l1lablllty to pay damages to others for bodlly injuries, in-
cluding death at any time resulting therefrom, or consequential
damages conslsting of expenses Incurred by a husband, wife, parent
or guardlan for medical, nursing, hospltal or surglcal services 1n
connection with or on account of such bodlly injuries or death,
sustained during the term of sald pollicy by any person, other than
a guest occupant of such motor vehlcle or of any employee of the
owner or reglstrant of such vehlecle or of suchh other person re-
gsponsible ag aforesald who 1s entitled to payments or benefilits under
the provislonsg of chapter one hundred and fifty-two, and arising out
of the ownershilp, operation, malntenance, control or use upon the
ways of the commonwealth of such motor vehlcle, to the amount or
1limit of at least five thousand dcllars on account of inJury to or
death of any one person, and, subJject to such 1lmits as respects
Injury to or death of one person, of at least ten thousand dollars
on account of any one accident resulting in injury to or death of
more than one persori, or a binder as defined in section one hundred
and thirteen A of said chapter one hundred and seventy-five pro-
viding 1lndemnity or protection as aforesald pending the 1issue of

such a policey.

4R, .Certificateg; Acceptance, Form, Coples; Penaltles.--The
registrar shall accept a certificate as defined 1In section thirty-
four A from any person applylng for reglstration of a motor vehlcle,

Such certifilcate of an insurance or surety company shall, except
as hereinafter provided, be in a form prescribed by the commissloner
of insurance, shall contain the recitals reguired by sald sectlion
thirty~four A and, 1f at the time of the executlon thereof the
schedule of premium charges and classiflcatlons of risks for the
year for which reglstration is sought have been filxed and establish-
ed under section one hundred and thirteen B of chapter one hundred
and seventy-~{ive shall state the rate at which and the classiflcation
under which the motor vehlcle 1llabllity policy or bond referred to
therein was 1ssued or executed and the amount of the premium thereon
and whether or not sald premium 1s at the rate fixed and eztablished
as aforesald, and each such certificate shall contain such other
information as sald commlssioner may regquire. Such a certificate
shall be executed in the name of the company by one of 1ts officers,
or by an employee of the company duly authorized by 1t by a wriliting,
in a form prescribed by sald commissioner, filed 1In the offilce of
sald commlissloner and not theretofore revoked by a writing filed as
aforesald, or by an insurance agent of the company llcensed under
chapter one hundred and seventy~flve to sollclt appllcatlons for
and to negotlate motor vehlele llabllity policles or bonds, or on

I P



LRL~-IB=-159

Lehalf of such an lnsurance agent by one of hils agents or employees
authorized by such lnsurance agent by an unrevoked writling as afore-
sald, in form and flled as hereinbefére provided. The signature of
the person authorized by any such writing shall be wrltten on the
margin thereof. No other person shall execute or 1ssue such a
certificate. Whoever 1ssues or executes a certificate 1n a form
other than that prescribed by sald commissloner shall be punlshed by
a fine of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars.

The registrar shall, when preparing hls record of each regis-
tration, furnish a copy of such record to the company appearing
slgnatory to the certiflcate accompanylng the application for such
reglstratlion,

If such a certificate, whether or not conforming to the fore-
golng requirements of this sectlon, 1s executed 1n the name of a
company by a person herelnbefore specified, or 1s 30 executed by any
other person 1n violatlon of thls sectlon under authorization of the
company, and 1s flled wlth the reglstrar 1n connection wlth the
reglstration of a motor vehlcle, the company shall be estopped to
deny the 1ssue or valldity of such certificate or that a motor vehlcle
1liabillty pollcy or bond has 1n fact been 1ssyed or executed as set
forth 1n such certificate.

The certificate which the state treasurer shall 1ssue upon
recelpt of cash or securities under section thirty-four D or thirty-
four F shall be 1n such form and shall contaln such Information as

the reglstrer may prescribe,

Whoever 1ssues or alters wilthout authority or forges any certifi-
cate as defined 1n sald sectlon thirty-four A or 1ssues such certifl-
cate knowlng that the pollcy or bond therein déscribed has not in
fact been 1lssued or executed or 1s not in force or that the cash or
securlties have not been deposited, or whoever knowling that such
certificate has been 1ssued or altered without authority or forged
that the pollcy or bond described thereln has not 1n fact been 1ssued
or executed or 1s not in force or that the cash or securlitles have
not been deposited flles such certificate with the reglstrar, shall
be punished by a flne of not more than one thousand dollars or by
imprisonment for not more than one year or both.

34C, Policy or Bond Coverling More Than One Motor Vehilcle or
Traller.--Any person applylng for the reglstration of more than one
motor vehlcle under sectlon two or three, or any manufacturer or
dealer or repalrman applying for reglstration of motor vehlcles
under section flve, may, 1in lleu of procuring a separate pollicy or
bond coverling each motor vehlcle, furnlish a single motor vehicle
liabllity policy or bond covering all motor vehlcles owned or con-
trolled by him, 1n which the amounts or limits of indemnlty as pro-~
vided 1in sectlion thirty-four A for a motor vehilcle 1l1abllity policy
or bond shall apply to each motor vehlcle covered thereunder,

34D. Deposit of Cash, etc., 1n Lieu of Bond or Policy; Interest;
Payments upon Executlons; Additlonal Deposit.--The appllicant for
registration may, 1n lleu of procuring a motor vehicle lilability
bond or pollcy, deposit with the state treasurer cash in the amount
of flve thousand dellars or bonds, stocks or other evidences of

Fe
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Indebtedness satlisfactory to sald treasurer of a market value of not
less than five thousand dollars as securlty for the payment by such
applicant or by any person responsible for the operation of such
applicant's motor vehicle with his express or implled consent of all
Judgments rendered agalnst such applicant or agalnst such person in
actlons to recover damages for bodlly inJjurles, including death at
any time resulting therefrom, and Judgments rendered as aforesaid for
consequentlal damages conslstling of expenses 1ncurred by a husband,
wife, parent or guardlan for medical, nursing, hospltal or surglcal
servlices 1n connectlon with or on account of such bodlly injurles or
death, sustained during the term of reglstration by any person,

other than a guest occupant of such motor vehlcle or any employee of
the owner or zeglstrant of such motor vehicle or of such other person
responslble as aforesald who 1s entitled to payments or benefits
under the provislions of chapter one hundred and fifty-two, and
arising out of the ownershlp, operatlion, malntenance, control or use
upon the ways of the commonwealth of such motor vehlcle, to the
amount off 1imlt of at least five thousand dollars on account of any
such judgment. The depositor shall be entitled to the Interest
accrulng on hls deposit and to tihe Income payable on the securitles
deposited and may from time to time wlth the consent of the state
treasurer change such securltles. Upon presentation to the state
treasurer by an offlcer qualified to serve cilvll process of an ex-
ecutlon 1ssued on any such Judgment agalnst the registrant or other
person responslble as aforesald, sald treasurer shall pay, out of the
cash deposlted by the registrant as hereln provlded, the amount of
the executlon, 1ncludlng costs and Interest, up to but not 1n excess
of flve thousand deollars, If the reglstrant has deposited bonds,
stocks or other evidences of 1ndebtedness, the state treasurer shall,
on presentation of an executlon as aforesald, cause the sald securl-
tles or such part thereof as may be necessary to satisfy the Judg-
ment to be sold at publlic auction, glving the reglstrant three days'
notice in writing of the time and place of sald sale, and from the
proceeds of sald sale the state treasurer shall, after paylng the
expenses thereof, satlsly the executlon as herelnbefore provided
when a cash deposlt has been made. Any payment upon an ‘executlon

by the state treasurer 1in accordance with the provisions of thils
sectlon shall discharge him from all officlal and personal liabllity
whatever to the reglstrant to the extent of such payment. The

state treasurer shall, whenever the amount of such deposlit from any
cause falls below the amount requlred by this sectlon, requlire, at
the option of the reglstrant, the deposlit of addltional cash or
securities up to’ the amount required by thls sectlon or a motor
vehilcle 1labllity bond or pollcy as provided 1in thls chapter. Money
or securlties depogsited wlth the state treasurer under the provisions
of thls sectlion shall not be subJect to attachment or executlon
except as provided 1n thils sectlion. The state treasurer shall de-
poslt any cash received under the provisions of thls sectlion in a
savings bank or the savings department of a trust company or of a
natlonal bank within the commonwealth.

34K, Recelpt for and Retentlon of Cash, etec, So Deposited.-=-
The state treasurer shall glve to the applicant for registration a
recelpt on a form prescribed by said treasurer of the amount of cash
or securlties deposited by him with sald treasurer under sectlon
thirty~four D or thirty-four F. The state treasurer shall retaln
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such cash or securltles deposlited as aforesald and shall not deliver
the same or the balance thereof fo the reglstrant or his order until
the explration of the time withln which actlons, the payment of
Judgments in which are secured by such deposlt, may be brought
agalinst the reglistrant or the person responsible for the operation
of the registrant's motor vehlcle wlth hls express or lmplled cons-
sent, nor In-any case 1f a wrltten notice 15 filed with the state
treasurer stating that such an action has been brought agalnst the
reglatrant or other person responslble as aforesald, untll payment
18 made as provided 1n sectlon thirty-four D or satlafactory evidence
is presented to sald treasurer that such actlion 1s finally disposed

of .

- 34¥. Notice to Registrar, etc., upon Service of Krit; Penalty -
The reglstrant of a motor vehlcle who deposits cash or securltles as
provided in this section or In section thirty-~four D or the person
responsible for the cperatlon of the reglstrant's motor vehlele wlth
his express or Impllied consent shall 1lmmedlately upon the service of
any wrlt or summons 1n any actlon the payment of the Jjudgment in
which is gecured by such depogit, glve written notice to the regige-
trar and the state treasurer of the bringing of such action 1n such
form as the reglstrar may prescribe, and thereupon the reglstrar may
requlre the giving of a motor vehlcle liablllity bond or policy or
may require the deposit of further cash or securitles as additlonal
security for the payment of Judgments 1in any other such actlons,
Whoever falls to glve the notlee reguired by this section shall be
punished by a fine of not less than one hundred nor more than one
thousand dollars or by Imprisonment for not more than one year or

both.

The state treasurer shall farthwith glve written notice to the
registrar of the fallure of a registrant to malntain a deposlit as
requlred by this sectlion and section thirty-~four D.

343, Proceedings 1f Judgment agalnst Princlpal on Bond 1s Not
Satlsfied,.--If a Judgment rendered agalnst the principal on a motor
vehilicle 1iabllity bond or agalnst any person responsible for the
operatlion of the principal's motor vehlcle with hls express or im-
plied consent is not satisfled withln thirty days after its ren= - ...
dltion, the Jjudgment creditor may for his use and beneflt and at his
sole expense bring an actlion 1n the name of the commonwealth agalnst
the surety company executing the bond,

34H. Revocation of Registration upon Cancellation of Policy or
Bond, ete.; Ezceptlons.~~In the event that the reglstrar recelves
wrltten notlce, 1n conformity with sectlon one hundred and thirteen
A of chapter one hundred and seventy-five, from the owner of a motor
vehlcle cancelllng the motor vehicle liabllity pollcy or bond
coverlng the same, he shall revoke the reglstration of such motor
vehicle on the effectlve date of the cancellaticn as speclfied In
such notilce unless not later than two days prior to such effective
date the reglstrar shall have recelved a new certificate covering
the same motor vehicle, The registrar shall, forthwlth upon ré-
celving wrilitten notlce 1n conformity wlth sald sectlon one hundred
and thirteen A from an lnsurance or surety company purporting to
cancel such a pelicy or bond 1ssued or executed by 1t, glve wrltten
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notlce to the owner of the motor vehilcle covered by sald poliecy or
bond that the reglstration thereof wlll be revoked as of the final
effectlve date of the cancellatlion as specifled in the notlce glven
by such company 1n case the cowner does not flle a complalint under
section one hundred and thirteen D of sald chapter one hundred and
seventy-five that he 1s aggrieved by the issue of such notlce, or as
specified in an order of the board of appeal on motor vehlele lla-
billty poliecles and bonds affirming such cancellation under sald
section one hundred and thirteen U 1n case the owner does not clalm
an appe¢al from such order, or as speclfied 1n a decree of the super-~
ior court or a justice thereof affirmlng such cancellation on such
appeal, or as specifled in such a decree orderlng a cancellation of
such a policy or bond after 1ts relnstatement by sald board of appeal,
unless not later than two days prlor to such effectlve date as finally
specified the registrar shall have recelved a new certificate
covering the same motor vehilcle,

The registrar shall forthwlth upon recelpt of a notlee under
section thirty-~four F of the fallure of the owner of a motor vehlele
to maintain a deposit, or of a notice under section one hundred and
thirteen € of sald chapter one hundred and seventy-~flve of the
cespation of the authorlty of an lnsurance or surety company to 1lssue
or execute motor vehlele 1lablllty pollcles or bonds 1n the commone
wealth, send written notlece to the owner of the motor vehlcle
covered by such deposlt or to every owner of a motor vehlecle covered
by a motor vehicle 1labllity peolicy or bond lssued or executed by
such a company that the registration thereof wlll be revoked, unless
within five days after the sending of said notlce he shall flle wlth
the reglstrar a new certificate; provided, that if the authority of
such a company to lssue or execute mobtor venhlele llability polileles
or bonds in the commonwealth ceases by reason of 1ts merger or con-
gsolldation with another company so. authorlized, and 1t 1is proved to
the satisfactlon of the commlsglioner of insurance that the new or
continulng company has assumed all the obligatlons and liabllitles of
such company under any and all such policles and bonds lssued by 1t,
such notice of the reglstrar wlll not be requlred wlth regpect to
policies or bonds so 1ssued previous to the date or merger or consol-

ldation.

Upon fallure of the owner of a motor vehlcle to file a new
certiflcate as required by thls section, the registrar shall lmmed-
lately revoke the reglstratlon thereof; provided, that 1f a new
certificate as aforesald 1s filed prior to the {inal effectlive date
of the cancellatlon of the existing policy or bond, he may in hils
dlscretion rescind such revocation,

Any notice required by this section to be given bty the regls-
trar shall be deemed suffilclent 1f malled by the reglstrar, or any
pérson authorized by him to aend such notlce, postage prepald, to
the address glven on the application for reglastration, and an
affidavit of the registrar or such person that such notlce has been
malled as aforesald shall be prima facle evidence therecf.

The reglatrar shall, upon recelpt of an attested copy of a

finding and order of sald board of appeal, or of a decree of the
superior court or a Justlce thereof, ordering the relnstatement of a
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motor vehlcle liabllity policy or bond, forthwith rescind the re-
vocation of the registration of the motor vehlcle covered thereby.

34T, Reglstrar to Keep Records and Books,-~The reglstrar shall
keep such records and pooks and publish and distribute such forms
and information as will facllitate the operation of the provisions
of the elght preceding sections, and shall, upon the request of any
perscon, furnish the name of the insurance or surety company 1ssulng
the pollcy or executing as surety the bond coverlng any particular
motor vehicle or of any particular person appearing on hls records
as reglstrant of the same.

34J. Penalty for Operating, etc., Motor Vehicle XKnowing That
Policy, etc., Has not been provided, etc.,~~Whoever operates or permlts
to be operated a motor vehlcle which 1s subJect to the provislons of
sectlion one A during such tlme as the motor vehlcle liabllity pollcy
or bond or deposlt required by the provisions of thls chapter has
not been provided and malntalned in accordance therewlth shall be
punished by a fine of not less than one hundred nor more than flve
hundred dollars or by lmprisonment for not more than one year,

V. Bills Introduced In the Wisconsin Leglslature, 1923-1955*
Relating to Compulsory Automobile Insurance.

1923
206,4. (Pederson)--Provided that the owner of a motor vehicle should
submlit an affidavit that he had procured $1,000 or more of liabililty
insurance before motor vehicle license would be lssued. Insurance
companles should notify Secretary of State of cancellation of any
policy, a&nd thereupon the Secretary of State would revoke motor
vehlcle license, Indef. post.

256,3. (Titus)}--Requlred owner of motor vehicle to submit a $2,000
liability insurance pollcy or proof of ownershlp of $2,000 worth of
unincumbered property In this state before a motor vehiclé license
would be 1issued to him. Indef. Post.

S A : 1925

289,4. (Brooks) -=Provided that the owner of a motor vehlcle should
submlt an affidavit that he had procured liabllity insurance not less
than $5,000 for cne person injured and not less than $10,000 for one
accldent before a motor vehlcle license would be issued. Regqulred
insurance companles to notlfy Secretary of State of cancellation of
policies., Upon notiflcation of cancellatlon, the Secretary of State
revoked motor vehicle license, Returned to author.

82,3. {Titus) --Same as Bill No, 256,5., 1923 session, Indef, post.

182,8. (Padway) -~ Provided that no vehicle should be registered
unless the applicant flled wlth the Secretary of State a personal
bond wlth at least 2 suseties, a corporate bond or a policy of in-
surance 1n the sum of $1,000. Nonconcurred in.

1927
121,A. (Gehrmann) ~--Provided that before a certificate of regls-
tration was 1ssued the owner of a motor vehlcle must file evidence
with the Secretary of State that he had procured a motor vehicle
liabllity and property damage policy coverlng the operation of such
* No such leglsIation was consideréd By Ehe 1937, 1007 and 105
legliskatures,
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vehicle, with limits of $5,000 to any one perscn and $10,000 for any
one accldent in cases of injury to persons and of $1,000 in cases of
damages to property. Such 1nsurance to be carried with private
insurance companies, In lleu of insurance a motor vehicle owner
might file a statement with the Secretary of State establishing that
he was the owner of at least $10,000 of unincumbered property exempt
from execution. Indef, post,

136,A. (Bchauer) --Same provisions as Bill No. 121, A. except that
Insurance required was limited to $1,000 for both injurles to persons
and injuries to property, and that the amount of unlncumbered pro=-
perty required to be scheduled to secure exemptlon from insurance
was $2,000. Indef. post,

623,A. (A.J. Miller} --Required all motor vehicle owners to establish
that they were carrylng a personal liability and property damage
pollcy, with limlts of at least $5,000 for any one person and $10,000
for any accldent for personal injuries and of $1,000 for property
damage, pefdre applicant could secure an automoblle license. Such
insurance to be carrled elther with private 1nsurance companles, or
with the state automoblle 11ability fund created in this vi1ll, Thls
state automoblle liabllity fund would be a state~owned and state-
operated auvtomoblle Insurance company. Inlitial rate of 1Insurance in
state automobile 1llability fund, $20 for passenger cars of 2,400 1bs.
or less, $25 for cars welghing between 2,400 and 4,000 1bs. and $30
for heavlier passenger automoblles, wlth higher rates for trucks,
taxls, buses, etc. These inltlal rateg to be ralsed or lowered after
frrst year 1n accordance with the experience in this state, Indef,

past,

1i2,8. (Gettelman) ~-Created a state automoblile liability fund with
which all automoblle owners were regqulred to insure before being
granted an automoblile license, Policles required to have limits of
$5,000 to any person and $10,000 for any accident for personal in-
juries and of $1,000 for property, Fund to be administered and rates
to be fixed by the Commissioner of Insurance, Indef, post,

185, 8. {Polokowski) ~-Provided a system of Indemnity to persons in
motor vehlcle accldents along the lines of the workmen's compensation
act, Owners of motor vehlcles to 1insure their 1iabllity with state
fund ecreated by bill, Indef, post,

1929
456,A. (Woller} --Provided that GeTore a certificate of registration
would be 1ssued the owner of a motor vehicle must file a $1,000
1lability bond or liabllity insurance policy with the Secretary of
State. Provided for revocation of motor vehlcle registration 1f the
owner's bond or policy expired during the year. Indef, post,

67,8, (Polokowski) --Similar to Bill No. 185,8., 1927 session.
Indef. post.

1631
169,A. (Slagg) --~Required the f11Ing of a $2,000 liabllity bond or
insurance policy before motor vehicle registration would be lssued.
Provided for revocation of reglstration upon explration of bond or
policy. Fine of $25 to $100 or imprisonment of 30 days. Indef. post.
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275,A, (Hilker) --Required a sufficlent bond or insurance policy
(amount to be determined by Secretary of State) to be on flle as a
motor vehlcle reglstration requirement. Revocatlon of registration
upon explration of bond or policy. Flne of $50 to $500 or six
months. Indef. post.

31,58. (Polokowski) --Identical to Bill No, 67,S., 1929 session.

171,S. (Hall) --Required the fi1ling of a $5,000 bond or liagbility
insurance policy for damage to one person and $10,000 tond or
11abllity insurance policy for damage in one accldent as a reguire-
ment of motor vehlcle registration., Exempted police and fire pro-
tection vehlcles of municipalities, Provided for a flne of 350 to
$100 and 1mprilisonment of 60 days to 6 months., Indef, post.

Jt. Res. 26,A. (Busby) ~~Provided for a referndum in April 1932 on
the questlon "Shall a law be enacted providing for compulsory
automoblle insurance?" Indef. post.

1933
Jt. Res, 94,8, (Shearer) -=Created an interim committee composed of

3 senators and 3 assemblymen to study problem of compulsory auto-
moblle insurance. Passed both houses. Commlttee reported in 1935,

1935
383,A. (Sigman and Olsoh) ~-Provided for compulsory automoblle lia-
bility 1nsurance. Issuance of motor vehicle reglistration license
contingent upon owner submlttlng to Secretary of State evlidence of
having $1,000 of liabllity ilnsurance, Indef. post.

176,3. (Severson) =-Identical to Bill No. 383,A. Indef. post.

1939
43,A. (Blchler) --Provided that a $2,000 liabllity bond or insurance

pollcy must be flled and malntained with the Secretary of State
before a motor vehlcle license should be 1ssued to the owner. Actlon
lncomplete due to sine dle adjJournment,

1941
322,A. (Bichler) --Required $1,000 property insurance and $5,000
and $10,000 personal liakility i1nsurance before 1ssuance of motor
vehlcle license. Actlon incomplete due to slne dle adjournment,

423,A. (Hllker) --No vehicle to be registered unless a $2,000 bond
or Insurance pollicy was flled by the owner to cover damages which
mlight arise from neglligent operation of the vehlele. Actlion in-
complete due to sine dle adjournment,

1943
271,5. (Hilker) --Provided for compulsory automobile liability
insurance. Indef, post,

216,A, (Felrsteln) ~-Provided for compulsory motor vehicle lnsurance.
Indef. post.

337,A. (Rohan) =--Related to motor vehicle financlal responsiblility
and regulred proof for reglstration, Indef, post.
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1945
55,4. (Rundell)} ~-Related to compulsory motor vehlcle ilnsurance.

1951
328,8. (Schlabach) =~=-No automobiTe Ticense to be 1ssued under Chapter
85 without applicant's proof of coverage by public llability in-
gurance in amount not less than $20,000; poliecy cancellations re-
guired volding and collectlon of licenae; violatlons to be punished
by fines, 1mprisonment, or both. Indef. post.

343,58, (Gettelman)-No motor vehlcle be registered unless and until
proof of financlal responsibility was furnlshed. Indef. post.

400,A. (Peterson) --With certaln exceptions no vehicle to be reg-
istered without filing of bond or insurance policy to cover death,
inJury, and property damage; cancellation of bond or policy would
lead to cancellation of reglstration unless new bond or policy was
filed; violations punished by fines, imprisonment, or both; certailn
risks reguired to be accepted by deslgnated 1lnsurers, with all other
insurers required to be relnsurers; casualty rates not ralsed without
state approval; 1insurers must accept risks and reilnsurance provisions
of thils act, to do buslness 1n Wisconsin, Indef. post.

1953
50,8, (Legislative Council) --Extended the safety responsibility law
to 1nclude an impoundment feature... Indef. post.

£55,5. (Committee on Leglslative Procedure)--Related to a study of
varloug aspects of motor vehlcle insurance coverage. Became ch, 332,
Laws of 1953,

. 1955
435,A, (Riehle) -=pMade liabllity 1nsurance coverage compulsory for

all vehlcle cwners. Indef., post,

596,A. {(Romell) --Required compulsory lnspection and insurance
coverage of all motor vehicles. Indef, post,

J.R 1213,S. (Panzer)-~Urged insurance commissioner to initiate confer=-
ences wlth insurance compahles to establlsh 1nsurance on all motorists.

Adopted.
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