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.LEkJ.:e-1.46 
BASIC DATA ON THE OFFICE OF CORONER 

HIGHLIGHTS 
1, The office of coroner goes 'back to the 11th century in England. 

2, The coroner was provided for as an elective county officer in the 
original Wisconsin State Constitution. 

3. Until 1883 the coroner had no duties in connection with inquests. 

4. From 1883 to 1929 both the coroner and Justices of peace held in-
quests. 

5 •. After 1929 tne coroner was given primary responsibility for these 
tasks. 

6. In 1943 the post-mortern investigatory functions of the coroner in 
Milwaukee county were transferred to a civil service rnedical ex­
aminer although the office of coroner was retained because it is a 
constitutional office. 

7. Since 1923, 28 legislative proposals relating to the coroner have 
been introduced in Wisconsin, at l~ast 1 in each session except 
1937 and 1953. Of these, 16 were adopted. Four proposals to make 
major revisions in the organization and functions or the coroner's 
office have been made in this period. 

8. The most predominant occupation of part-time coroners in this state 
is physician with mortician a close second. 

9. The office of coroner is traditionally held for more than one term. 
Only 11 new persons were e lee ted in 1954. 

10. Of the 60 who held over in 1954, their tenure varied from 2 to at 
least 19 terms. They held an average of 6.8 terms. Considering 
the 71 coroners the average tenure at the present time is 6 terms 
or 12 years. 

11. Since 1921 an average of 20 new coroners or nonincumbents have been 
selected every 2 yee.rs. The number varied from 30 in 1S'26 to 8 in 
1944 with the number being smaller in recent years. 

12. The average annual total oost or the coroner's office for the 5-
year period from 1950 to 1954 varied from $19.00 in Pepin county to 
$5,626.64 in Dane county and the average annual per capita cost 
varied from $.006 in Lincoln county to $.o86 in Vilas county. Thia 
excludes Milwaukee county where the coroner has only nominal func­
tions. 

13. The costs of the coroner's office in 1954 varied from 0 in Lincoln 
and St. Croix counties to $6,912.80 in Dane county. 

14. The cost per death varied from 0 in Lincoln and St. Croix counties 
to $13.18 in Vila.s county. 

I 15. The cost per death by accident, suicide a.nd homicide varied from 
0 in Lincoln and St. Croix co•Jnties to $117.28 in Vilas county. 

16. Of 33,709 deaths in HiMonr:Li.n in 1954, 2,348 were due to accid.ent, 
suicide or homicide. This is 6.S:% of all death.'>. 



LRL-IB-146 
BASIC DATA ON THE OFFICE.OF CORONER 

HISTORY OF THE OFFICE OF CORONER 
The present office of coroner was derived from England where the 

position originated as an elective office during the 11th century. 
Originally the office was one of extreme importance taking care of 
all legal matters in which the King had an interest and the collec­
ti9n of the tributes, fees and forfeitures resulting from the death of 
royal subjects and the descent of property especially in cases of 
violent death, The function of inquiring into the cases of death from 
unnatural causes which still exists is a vestige of the broad powers 
once exercised by the coroner. By the 19th century .in England it had 
become a minor county office paid by a salary and customarily held by 
a physician. 

The territorial law of Michigan from which Wisconsin was carved, 
provided in 1818 when first promulgated, for an appointed coroner. In 
1825 he was made an elective officer of the county. 

The office of coroner was established as a county elective office 
in the Territory of Wisconsin by Chapter 5 of the Territorial Laws of 
1836. This law gave him the task of executing all processes in the 
county when exception was taken to the sheriff or his deputies, to 
conduct inquests into the cause of death of any person "supposed to 
have come to his or her death by violence, calamity or any undue 
means" and to dispose of the deceased and his effects. It further pro­
vided that in the absence of the coroner, any magistrate could hold 
an inquest. 

The Constitution of the state of Wisconsin adopted .in 1848 pro­
vided .in Article VI, section 4, that the coroner be elected,in each 
county every 2 years. This provision is still in effect, 

The first statutory provisions relating to this office, set forth 
in sections 99-102 of the revised statutes of 1849, provided for a 
coroner, but confined his duties to substituting for the sheriff. 
These statutes gave the authority to hold inquests to.the justices of 
peace (Chapter 152, Revised Statutes of 1849). By Chapter 12 of the 
Laws of 18B3 the coroner was given equal authority wi ttl the Justices 
of peace to hold inquests, and it was not until 1929 by Chapter 450 of 
the laws of that year that the coroner was granted primary jurisdiction 
in inquests, and the justices of peace were authorized to hold them 
only when the coroner or his deputy were unable to do so. 

Shortly after the state was established, deviations from the gen­
eral pattern of organization began. Between 1859 and 1882 special 
acts were enacted for different periods of(ttme giving the coroner con­
trol over inquests in particular counties. lJ By Chapter 344, Laws of 
1875, the authority to hold inquests was transferred from the justices 
of peace to the coroner in counties of 95,000 or more on a permanent 
basis. 

As early as 1907 the county board was authorized to put the cor­
oner on a salary basis, and since 1915 (Chapter 242) he can be on a fee, 

1 salary or part-fee part-salary basis. If he is on a salary basis, all 
fees collected revert to the county. 

(1) See special laws as follows: 1859, c. 216· 1860, c, 349· 1862 
c. 116; l867, c. 103; 1~71, c. 104; 1875, c. 292; i8ol, c. 147;1~82,c.no 
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In 1943 by Chapter 247 the legislature withdrew most of the 
duties of the coroner in Milwaukee county and provided for the estab­
lishment of an appointive medical examiner under the civil service. 
He assumed the functions of holding inquests, conducting autopsies, 
providing for burial or cremation of bodies in his charge, assuming 
possession of personal effects of bodies in his charge, issuing cer­
tificates for cremation and reporting motor vehicle accident deaths. 
At the request of the courts or district attorn~y he testifies as to 
facts and conclusions disclosed by autopsies.(!) · 

Prior to 1889 no deputy was authorized. Since 1889 the coroner 
in counties with population over 150,000 has been authorized to ap­
point a deputy, and since 1929 deputies have been authorized in all 
counties. Since 1895 the coroner has been authorized to employ a 
stenographer. 

During the 1930's an effort was made to extend the fees collected 
by coroners to investigations as well as inquests, but in 1931 such a 
proposal was vetoed as an undue extension of the duties of the coroner. 
However, 4 years later, in 1935, the provision was enacted. 

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS IN WISCONSIN RELATING TO THE CORONER SINCE 1923 

1923 

1925 

1927 

1929 

J.R. 30, A. which would have amended the Constitution to permit 
the selection of county officers as the legislature determined 
was indefinitely postponed. 

Ch. 215 increased the compensation of coroner's jurors to $2 a 
day and $1 for a half day from $1 a day and 75¢ for half a day. 

Ch. 202 authorized deputy coroner to act in the coroner's stead 
in case of absence, disability or vacancy. 

156, A. prohibited justice of peace from holding inquest unless 
coroner or deputy not available. Nonconcurred in. 

229, A. repealed and recreated the sections of the statutes 
relating to inquests. Indefinitely postponed. 

Ch. 60 authorized coroner to appoint a deputy, made coroner 
responsible for acts of deputy and permitted coroner to require 
bond of deputy. 

Ch. 143 created section relating to the cremation of bodies and 
the requirement that the coroner view body and certify that no 
further judicial examination was required. 

Ch. 450 amended law to authorize coroner to hold inquest without 
order from distri<;Jt attorney, authorized him to subpoena vd t­
nesses, and prohibited him from c_ollecting fees for inquests if 
on a salary. 

1931 153, A. amended the law to provide that the fee of $8 a day plus 
10¢ a mile should extend to investigations as well as inquests. 
Vetoed May 10 on grounds that it would lead to abuse and cause 
the coroner who is not an investigating officer to ~ftend his 
duties. 

4
{1) ;rn Schultz v. Milv1aukee county 245 Wis. 111 ChaptGll" 247, Laws 

19 3, creating the office of meoical examiner in Milwaukee Co. upheld. 
- 3 -
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1931 (Cont.) 
Ch, 134 provided that inquest is to be held in county where act 
occurred, 

1933 881, A. authorized county board at annual meeting to abolish, 
create or re-establish any office or position except those 
listed in section 59.12 and certain deputies including deputy 
coroner. These to be abolished only when term is up. Indefi­
nitely postponed. 

1935 Ch. 197 extended fees to investigations as well as inquests. 
Accomplished what was vetoed in 153, A. of 1931. 

1939 300, A. created a comprehensive procedure for handling cases of 
contempt arising when coroner holds an inquest. Indefinitely 
postponed. 

'1941 569, A. required coroner to notify district attorney of fatal 
accidents, death by wrongful act or by cause unknown unless he 
knows that the district attorney is aware of the fact, It also 
authorized a process to assure that witnesses would appear and 
testify at an inquest. Action incomplete because of adjourn­
ment. 

1943 Ch. 247 created office of medical examiner in Milwaukee county. 

1945 Ch. 198 extended the types of cases in which the district at­
torney may order an inquest by including lesser degrees of 
homicide. It also authorized the coroner to hold an inquest 
without a jury. It also granted coroners on salary additional 
allowances for travel. 

1947 Ch. 269 required the reporting of 8 types of deaths to the 
sheriff, police or coroner. 

1949 509, A; This was the first comprehensive bill to establish the 
county medical examiner. It was introduced at the request of 
the Wisconsin Bar Association. It was indefinitely postponed. 

1951 

1953 

1955 

Ch. 200 provided a fee of $2 per day for retaining a body at 
the morgue for more than 3 days in Milwaukee county. 

Ch. 457 provided that consent for a post-morte~ examination may 
be given by father, motner, hUsband, wife, child, guardian, next 
of kin, friend or person charged by law with the responsibility 
for burial. 

705, 8. This was the second proposal for the es.tablishment of 
a county medical examiner. It.was indefinitely postponed. 

Nothing 

Ch. 96 increased the fees of the coroner to $16 a day and $8 a 
half day from $8 a day and $4 a half day. 

Ch. 97 authorized the coroner to make a certificate of death in 
case of investigatmns as well as inquests. 

- 4 -
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1955 (Cont.) 
Ch. 225 prohibited a coroner who is a funeral director, embalmer 
or associated with a funeral establishment from performing any 
services on the body of a person whose death is required by law 
to be investigated. 

109, A. proposed that as a qualification for re-election a cor­
oner must show that he attended a sc11ool for coroners conducted 
by the university and certain state departments. Indefinitely 
postponed • 

. 110, A. removed the restrictions which make it impossible for an 
attorney to be coroner. Nonconcurred in. 

434, A. This is the third comprehensive proposal to establish a 
medico-legal system of mortality investigations. It was intro­
duced at the request of the Wisconsin Bar Association, state 
Medical Society, Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Association and 
Wisconsin Funeral Directors Association. It was indefinitely 
postponed upon recommendations of the Joint Finance Committee. 

J.R. 33, S. amended the Constitution to permit the county board 
to determine if the office of coroner should be abolished, made 
appointive or made elective on a partisan or nonpartisan basis. 
Refused to engross and read a third time. 

J.R. 114, A. authorized Legislative Council to study how an ef­
fective mortality investigation system should beat be financed 
and operated in this state. Adopted. 

STATUTORY DUTIES OF THE CORONERS IN WISCONSIN 
Following is a detailed list of the statutory duties of the cor­

oner and the citation for each. 

Performs functions of sheriff 
1. Acta as sheriff if there Is no sheriff •••••••• 
2. Acts as keeper of jail t'l'hile sheriff is an inmate 
3. Acts as sheriff if the latter is disqualified 

by interest or partiality, ••••......••••• ~······· 
4. If sheriff neglects to make a return on a writ 

of habeas corpus, coroner executes same ••••••••• 

Preserves the peace 
1. Assist in preserving peace and suppressing 

riots and disturbances , ........................ . 
2, May call persons to assist in preserving peace ••• 
3. Ex officio deputy conservation warden ••••••••••• 

Inquests 
1. Hold inquests at order of district attorney ••••• 
2. Hold inquest at own initiative ••••••••••.••• , ••• 
3. Issue precept to an officer to summon a 

jury of 6 ..................•.......... , .... , . , .. 
4. May dispense with jury and hold inquest by self •• 
5. Administer) oath to jurors ...................... . 
6. Subpoena witnesses ............................... ,. 

- 5 -
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Inquests (Cont.) 
7. Subpoena expert witnesses, physicians and 

surgeons ........................................ , .. 
8. Reduce testimony of witnesses to writing or 

see that it is done .......... _ ........... ~ ............ . 
9. Receive the verdict of the coroner's jury •..•••. 

10. If jury finds that a crime was committed, see 
that witnesses are bound over to the court ..•.•• 

11. See that person charged with the offense is 
subject to a warrant for his arrest ••.••.••••••• 

12. Cause body to be burhed or cremated after 
inquest or without an inquest if he feels one 

13. 

14. 

15. 
16. 

not necessary ................ , ..................... . 
Sign death certificate of person on whom 
inquest is held .................................. ~ ... . 
Furnish information to State Registrar of 
Vital Statistics ......................................... . 
Commit recalcitrant witness to jail •••...•.•••.. 
Give permission to embalm a body when 
information reasonably indicates a crime ..••.... 

Other 
1. Inquire into the cause of death of any person 

whose body is to be cremated •...•••••••••••••••• 
2. Order or conduct autopsy of body to be cremated 

if necessary .............. , ............................. . 
3. Issue certificate for cremation of body of 

person who died in county .......................... . 
4. Make monthly report to Motor Vehicle Department 

of fatal motor vehicle accidents in county ....•• 
5.. Keep accounts of funds ................ , ... ~ ........ . 
6. Keep record of all fees , . , ........................ . 
7. Issue certificates of cremation of persons who 

died out of state and are being cremated in the 
state ............................................. . 

8. Hold in trust effects of persons dying in 
county institutions or persons whose bodies he 
has in charge , , ............. , ... , , .... , .... 5 , • , • , .. . 

COMPENSATION OF CORONERS IN WISCONSIN 

;366.06 

366.08 
366.09 

366.11 

366.12 

366.13 

39.41 

39.41 
366.11 

156.12 (1) 

366.19 

366.121 

366.19 (1) 

85.141 (9) 
59.73 
59.15 (l)(b) 

366.19 (1) 

59.903 

The coroner may be paid a per diem, salary or combination of the 
2. Of the 55 coroners replying to the questionnaire, 44 received a 
per diem and 11 received a salary. The salaries ranged from $3,600 
in Waukesha county to $180 in Forest county. Following is a listing 
of the counties providing salary and the amount. 

Dane .......... $3,000 1954 Milwaukee . ... ' $ 600 1954 
Forest . . . . . . .. . 180 1954 Polk .......... 480 1954 
Kenosha ........ 2,500 1954 )1acine . ....... 3,000 1954 
La Crosse ..... 1,800 1954 Waukesha . ..... 3,600 1954 
Langlade ....... 840 1954 Waupaca ' •• t ••• 6oo 1955 
Mar.inette • t ••• 1,500 1955 

~ 6 -
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County 

·Adams 
Ashland 
Barron 
Bayfield 
Brown 
Buffalo 
Burnett 
Calumet 
Chippewa 
Clark 
Columbia 
Crawford 
Dane 
Dodge 
Door 
Douglas 
Dunn 
Eau Claire 
Florence 
Fond du Lac 
Forest 
Grant 
Green 
Green Lake 
Iowa 
Iron 
Jackson 
Jefferson 
Juneau 
Kenosha 
Kewaunee 
La Crosse 
Lafayette 
Langlade 
Lincoln 
Manitowoc 
Marathon 
Marinette 
Marquette 
Milwaukee 
Monroe 
Oconto 
Oneida 
outagarnie 
ozaukee 
Pepin 
Pierce 
Polk 
Portage 
Price 

OTHER OCCUPATIONS OF CORONERS IN WISCONSlN(3) 

1950 {1) 

Funeral Director 
Assistant Undertaker 
Undertaker 
Mortician 
Physician 
Undertal{er 
Funeral Director 
Physician 
Physician 
Funeral Director 
Merchant 
Farmer 
Physician 
Insurance 
Coroner 
Undertaker 
Undertaker 
Undertaker 
Laborer 
Mortician 
No Information 
Apprentice Funeral Director 
Undertaker 
Doctor 
No Information 
Undertaker 
Embalmer 
Mortician 
Photographer 
Coroner 
Bowling Alley Operator 
Physician 
Salesman 
Bookkeeper 
Funeral Director 
Physician 
Funeral Director 
Insurance 
Undertaker 
No Information 
Undertaker 
Mortician 
Mortician 
Safety Director 
Physician 
Physician 
Undertaker 
Funeral Director 
Undertaker 
Undertaker and Hardware 

- 7 -

1954 

Funeral Director 
Funeral Director 
Mortician 
Funeral Director 
Osteopath 
Undertaker 
No Information 
Physician 
Physician 
No Inforl}la t;ion 
Executor\2) 
Salesman 
Lawyer 
Physician 
Retired 
No Information 
No Information 
Physician 
Salesman 
No Information 
Funeral Director 
Furniture 
Funeral Director 
No Information 
Physician 
Mortician 
No Informlj.t:j.on 
Physiciant2J 
Power Plant Operator 
None 
Gas Station Operator(2) 
Physician 
No Information 
Newspaper 
Funeral Director 
Physician 
Funeral Director 
Funeral Director(2) 
No Information 
No Information 
Physician 
Funeral Director 
Embalmer 
Linotype Operator 
Physician 
No Information 
No Information 
Funeral Director 
No Information 
Retired 
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County 

Racine 
Richland 
Rock 
Rusk 
St. Croix 
Sauk 
Sawyer 
Shawano 
Sheboygan 
Taylor 
Trempealeau 
Vernon 
Vilas 
Walworth 
washburn 
Washington 
Waukesha 
waupaca 
Waushara 
Winnebago 
Wood 

OTHER OCCUPATIONS OF CORONERS IN WISCONSIN(3)(cont.) 

1950 (1) 

Grocer 
Physician 
Funeral Director 
Retired 
Physician 
Physician 
Mortician 
Factory Worker 
Physician 
Undertaker and Merchant 
Undertaker and Furniture 
Garage Operator 
Furniture Dealer 
Mortician 
Mortician and Furniture 
Physician 
City Clerk 
Physician 
Undertaker 
Physician 
Physician 

1954 

Grocer 
Physician 
Mortician 
No Information 
Physician 
Physician 
Funeral Director 
Public Sp~aking{2) 
Physicianl2J 
No Information 
Undertake~ ~nd Furniture 
Physicianl2} 
No Information 
No Information 
Mortician and Furniture(2) 
Physician 
No Inform~t:j.on 
Physician(2} 
Funeral Director 
Physician 
Physician 

(1) Data from Johnson, Charles H. The Wisconsin Coroner System. 
Wisconsin Law Review, May 1951, pp. 534-35. 

(2) 1955 data, 
(3) After January 7, 1957 no coroner shall perform any services as 

funeral director or embalmer on the body of any person whose death is 
required to be investigated by such coroner, Chapter 225, Laws of 1955. 

County 
Adams • •••••• 
Ashland ...•• 
Barron .. , . , . 
Bayfield .••. 
Brown . ..... . 
Buffalo •••.. 
Burnett ••..• 
Calumet .•... 
Chippewa, ••• 
Clark . ..... . 
Columbia •••. 
Crawford .••• 
Dane . •.•...• 
Dodge • •••.•. 
Door . ....... . 
Douglas ...•• 
Dill1n • ........ 
Eau Claire .. 
Florence •••• 

TENURE OF WISCONSIN CORONERS(l) 

No. of Consecutive 
Terms for Incumbents(2) 

13 
1 
5 
9 
1 

19(3) 
8 
8 
4 
3 
1 
8 
1 
2 

4 
5 
2 

12 
- 8 -

Average Tenure of Those Who 
Started and Completed Tenure 
Between 1920 and 1954 in Terms 

I.oo 
5.00 
1.75 
2.50 
3.50 (4) 
No data 
1.66 
3.33 
8.00 
1.7 
2.16 
1.75 
2.29 
1.43 
2.00 
4,00 
2.50 
6.00 
1.25 
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County 
Fond du Lac 
Forest •.•.•. 
Grant ••..••• 
Green ....... , 
Green Lake,, 
Iowa ..•••.• ., 
Iron, ...... , 
Jackson •.••• 
Jefferson.,, 
Juneau •••••• 
Kenosha,,,,, 
Kewaunee,,,, 
La Crosse •• , 
Lafayette •• , 
Langlade •••• 
Lincoln •••• , 
Manitowoc ••• 
Marathon •••• 
Marinette ••• 
Marquette •• , 
Milwaukee ••• 
Monroe •••• ,. 
Oconto ••.••• 
Oneida •• , , •• 
Outagamie,,, 
Ozaukee ••••• 
Pepin, ..•..• 
Pierce . ... , . 
Polk . ....... . 
Portage ••••• 
Price . ..•... 
Racine . .... . 
Richland •••• 
Rock •••... ,. 
Rusk • ••••• , • 
St. Croix ••• 
Sauk •••••••• 
Sawyer, ...•. 
Shawano ..... 
Sneboygan ••• 
Taylor .••..• 
Trempealeau 
Vernon .•.•.• 
V:tlas . •...•. 
Walworth., •• 
\~>/ashburn •••• 
Washington., 
v!aukesha •••• 
lfo:aupaca ..••• 
\1/a.ushara. , •• 
Winnebago ••• 
Wood •••••••• 

No. of Consecutive 
Terms for Incumbents(2) 

5 

a 
7 
5 
2 

~ 
2 

4 
1 
7 
1 
7 

11 
8 
5 
1 

11 
1 
1 
7 
9 
3 
9 
7 
3 

10 
4 
1 
4 
3 

13 
4 
8 
1 

i 
8 
2 

16 
7 

12 
2 
7 
9 
9 

10 
7 

Average Tenure of Those Who 
Started and Completed Tenure 
Between 1920 and 1954 in Terms 

2,00 
3.25 
3.25 ) 
No data(4 
3.50 
2.66 
2,00 
1.75 
4.00 
1.16 
4,00 
1.33 
3.33 
1.25 
2.20 
6,00 
3.50 
1.83 
3.40 
1.50 
1.55 
2,66 
2.50 
1.80 
2.66 
2,00 
3.00 
4.33 
2,00 
8.00 
5.33 
2.66 
2.00 
No data(4) 
2.00 
1.66 
2.66 
1.50 
1.40 
3.50 
4.00 
7.00 
3.00 
1.00 
2.75 
1.25 
2.80 
3.00 
2.00 
2.00 
1.16 
1.80 

(1) Based on List of County Pfficers in biennial Blue Books, Does 
not indicate changes during biennium. 

3 May have had more terms. Records go back to 1918 elections only. ~
21 current term counts as one term. 

4 No officer began and ended his tenure in this period, 
- 9 -



. LRL-IB-146 
INQUESTS AND INVESTIGATIONS CONDUCTED BY WISCONSIN CORONERS 

County 

Adatns • •••••••• 
Ashland ••••• ,. 
Barron, ..••••• 

Bayfield •••••• 
Brown . ....... . 
Buffalo ••••••• 
Burnett ......• 
Calumet •.•.•.• 
Chippewa •••••• 
Clark • .....•.• 
Columbia •• , •.• 
Crawford ••• , •• 
Dane . ••••••••• 
Dodge • •••• , ••• 
Door . .......•. 
Douglas •.... .. 
Dunn ••••••••• 
Eau Claire ••• 
Florence •••••• 
Fond du Lac ••• 
Forest ..•.... 
Grant ........ . 
Green • ••••• , •• 
Green Lake •••• 
Iowa . •........ 
Iron .... , . , .. 
Jackson .••..• 
Jefferson ••••• 
Juneau ••••••.. 
Kenosha •••.... 
Kewaunee ...••. 
La Crosse •• , •• 
Lafayette •• , •• 
Lang lade,,., •• 
Lincoln . . , . , .. 
Manitowoc ••••• 
Marathon.,, ••• 
Marinette ••••• 
Marquette., ••• 
Milwaukee •• , •• 
Pilonroe •••••••• 
Oconto ..•...•• 
~)neida, , ..... . 
Outagamie ••••• 
U.::::J.ukee • •••••• 
Pepin . •....... 

Inquestfi l;!eld 
in 1949l2J 

N.I. 
0 

19 

0 
18 
5 
2 

10 

~ 
2 
2 

N.I. 

:\.nvestiga­
t:tons 

3 with jury 
6 
0 
1 

29 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
0 

N .I. 
1 
1 
0 
5 

~ 
5 
0 
1 
0 

10 
12 
n 

1 
N .I. 

4 
3 
3 
2 

40 
1 

Inquests(3) 
1952 . 1953 

3 4 
1 1 
0 0 

0 0 
3 1 
2 1 

N.I. N.I. 
8 8 
0 0 

N.Ii N.Ii(l) 

1 0 
3 3 

N.I. N,I. 
3 4 

N .I, 
N.I. 
N.I. 

0 
N .I. 

8 
3 
2 

N ,I. 
N.I. 

0 
N.I. 
N.I. 

4 
3 
0 
4 

N.I. 
1 
4 
7 
7 

N ,I. 
N .I. 
N ,I. 
N.I. 

2 
0 
6 
0 

N,I. 
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N .I. 
N.I. 

0 
0 

N.I. 
3 
2 
1 

N.I. 
2 
1 

N.Ii(1) 

1 
3 
o(1) 
7 

N .I. 
0 
4 

10 
2 

N ,I. 
N.I. 
N.I2(1) 

1(1) 
o(l) 

b(l) 
N .I, 

Investigations(3) 
195.2 1953 

15 18 
32 27 
20 24 

13 7 
164 167 

7 5 
N.I. N,I. 
N ,I. N.I .• 

36 42 
N .I, N •

3
I
8
, (1 ) 

42 
18 10 

over 200 over 200 
N.I. N .I. 

38 36 
N.I. N.I. 
N.I. N.I, 
N.I. N,I. 

6 7 
N.I. N.I. 

7 6 
26 33 
19 19 

N.I. N.I. 
N.I. 16 

7 22 
N.I. N,I.( ) 
N.I. 90 1 

32 28 
N.I0 N.Io(l) 

70 69 
N.I. N.I. 

20 25 
N.I. N.I. 

70 81 
87 74 

N.I. N.I. 
N.I. N.I. 

~:~: N.i}(l) 
20 21(1) 
23 26(1) 
85 92 
43 42(1) 

N.I. N.I. 



LRL-IB-146 
INQUESTS AND INVESTIGATIONS CONDUCTED BY WISCONSIN CORONERS (Cont.) 

Inquest~2~eld Inquests(3) Investigations(3) 
County in 1949 1952 1953 1952 1953 

Pierce ......... 0 ' 'N~I. · N.I. N .! . N.I. 
Polk . .......... 2 0 2 27 35 
Portage ....... 4 N.I. N.I. N .I. N.I. 
Price ........... 2 2 1 26 21 
Racine ... ...... 3 2 1 125 135 
Richland ... , .• 0 5 3 11 12 
Rock . ......... 3 3 3 70 74 
Rusk • .......... 2 N .I. N.I. N .I. N.I. 
St. Croix, ..•. 2 0 0 23 28 
Sauk ......... N.I. N.I. N .I. N .I. N.I. 
Sawyer ....... 1 0 1 8 11 
Shawqno, ....• 0 0 gH~ 48 47(1~ 
Sheboygan.,,, 137 3 156 105(1 
Taylor ........ 2 N .I. N .I. N .I. N.I, 
Trempealeau •• 2 2 6 28 i~(l) Vernon .. ...... 4 2 o(l) 16 
Vilas . ....... 12 N.I. N .I. N.I, N .I. 
Walworth ••••• 6 N.I. N.Io(l) N.I. N.§rl> Washburn •.... 3 0 11 
Washington. , . 6 N,I. 0 N,I. N.I. 
Waukesha •• , •• 2 1 3 154 160 
Waupaca •••••• 4 6 5 21 i~ waushara,., •• 1 2 0 12 
Winnebago •••. 8 5 6 198 181 
Wood • ....... 4 .. 0 0 0 22 21 

(1) For 1953 and 1954 instead of 1952 and 1953. 
(2) Data from Johnson, Char'les H. The Wisconsin Coroner System, 

Wisconsin Law Review, May 1951. Remainder from questionnaire, 
(3) Data from questionnaire submitted by Legislative Reference 

Library to each coroner in October 1954 and October 1955, 
N.I. No information. 

- 11 -



LRL-IB-146 

REPORTED EXPENDITURES FOR THE OFFICE OF CORONER, 1950-54 

County 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 

. Adams $ 237.45 $ 125.25 $ 177.65 $ 396.40 $ 538.14 
Ashland 317.40 365.20 516.70 295.15 222.38 
Barron 242.75 381.70 346.95 512.85 304.00 
Bayfield 0 229.10 123.45 144.23 20.00 
Brown 4,826.74 6,021,92 5,655.67 4,387.99 1,477.00 
Buffalo 217.40 410.81 187.05 595.83 355.79 
Burnett. 133.40 175.15 165.55 140.16 65.80 
Calumet 830.10 358.65 1,096.05 248.85 768.49 
Chippewa 529.69 95.75 255.50 273.50 507.70 
Clark 1,110.21 674.55 1,204.31 1,420.08 804.70 
Columbia 480.82 823.83 1,119.75 1,188.85 768.75 
Crawford 139.56 102.50 306.68 107.19 93.68 
Dane 4,116.57 5,039.01 6,074.77 5,930.05 6,912.80 
Dodge 2,369.88 2,760.01 2,760.28 3,412.72 2,559.78 
Door 416.70 682.60 354.60 617.85 790.58 
Douglas 2,031.47 2,135.97 2,4o8.38 1,960.09 1,889.31 
Dunn 150.20 166.64 190.50 ~18.80 161.20 
Eau Claire 418.95 520.36 646.28 47.64 822.49 
Florence 197.47 176.90 380.24 358.50 290.80 
Fond du Lac 1,252.18 1,048.40 906.2 1,633.22 1,607.48 
Forest 407.68 449.02 716.58 410.55 529.29 
Grant 446.28 616.38 357.66 916.95 551.31 
Green 268.08 708.58 309.28 363.67 497.22 
Green Lake 203.05 205.18 100.20 184.00 504.25 
Iowa 169.45 183.40 217.00 357·F 534.63 
Iron 247.38 203.40 81.20 256. 0 242.34 
Jackson 365.86 277.75 398.35 362.12 287.75 
Jefferson 861.73 1,241.93 1,229.16 210.8o 1,181.30 
Juneau 218.76 435.58 487.38 295.60 772.22 
Kenosha 2,846.94 3,861.31 4,833.09 4,162.12 4,141.55 
Kewaunee 255.20 193.05 266.48 231.95 256.50 
La Crosse 2,045.23 2,394.42 3,411.34 3,329.22 3,483.22 
Lafayette 319.40 403.52 308.39 502.74 643.15 
Lang lade 476.95 1,050.25 898,00 849.25 929,60 
Lincoln 07.35 150.85 50.40 19.25 0 
Manitowoc 705.42 678.45 879.85 1,466.41 1,335.63 
Marathon 1,656.22 1,048.35 1,757.14 1,235.66 2,242.19 
Marinette 2,634.76 2,981.94 2,885.91 2,818.77 2,422.66 
Marquette 81.30 93.00 223.45 68.25 251.67 
Milwaukee* 665.53 614.56 606.03 618.50 619.86 
Monroe 553.73 808.08 912.48 389.27 105.00 
Oconto 823.35 584.40 773.75 490.00 636.10 
Oneida 348.00 429.05 239.05 308.30 320.44 
Outagamie 1,265.34 1,744.06 1,902.88 2,997.06 2,868.0 
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LRL-IB-146 

REPORTED EXPENDITURES FOR THE OFFICE OF CORONER, 1950-54 (Cont.) 

County 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 

Ozaukee * 582,50 $ 685.95 $ 597.40 $ 383.95 $ 441.00 
Pepin 0 25.00 0 20.00 50.00 
Pierce 278.11 27'( .55 135.79 221.47 230.99 
Polk 558.46 638.62 564.63 727.57 614.91 
Portage. 714.30 618.15 527.95 556.60 800.75 
Price 57.70 121.13 522.40 240.85 170.61 
Racine 3,757.70 3,291.85 3,941.45 4,024.56 5,067.06 
Richland 232.60 270.30 572.55 778.90 132.15 
Rock 2,196.53 1,414.70 1,096.50 2,825.20 2,050.42 
Rusk 302.90 61.16 136.68 100.85 94.38 
St. Croix 421.10 298.L~5 250.60 330.94 0 
Sauk 337.75 653.37 371.55 510.63 865.23 
sawyer 21l.09 266.16 229.67 164.56 334.09 
Shawano 1,469.73 682.33 846.80 514.76 697.65 
Sheboygan 2,277.44 2,355.58 2,123.13 3,218.47 2,131. 72 
Taylor 305.80 315.00 1,11~.10 268.00 318.16 
Trempealeau 299.00 36:)..50 50 .45 866.24 759.39 
Vernon 847.50 682.19 933.35 248.35 301.65 
Vilas 568.51 529.79 1,011.36 749.50 1,172.85 
Walworth 796.75 743.98 928.17 969.78 802.40 
Washburn 319.90 34.75 10.00 0 0 
Washington 725.90 640.25 426.73 991.54 1,~96.80 
Waukesha 4,577.:).6 5,589.78 5,483.!10 5,439.75 5, 5~.05 
Waupaca 727.25 71~.09 1,277. 4 718.15 73 .60 
Waushara 276.35 15 .10 583.95 13.75 263.20 
Winnebago 1,884.18 1,344.26 3,157.3~ 2,119.55 1,641.20 
Wood 215.70 241.50 476.5 211.40 387.50 
Milw. Med. 

Examiner 51,603.26 61,534.29 67,165.20 88,071.12 98,718.72 

*Costs for coroner. See last item in list for costs of medical 
examiner. 

Source: Data from the annual reports submitted by the counties to 
the Department of State Audit. 
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LRL-IB-146 

County 

Adams 
Ashland 
Barron 
Bayfield 
Brown 
Buffalo 
Burnett 
Calumet 
Chippewa 
Clark 
Columbia 
Crawford 
Dane 
Dodge 
Door 
Douglas 
Dunn 
Eau Claire 
Florence 
Fond du Lac 
Forest 
Grant 
Green 
Green Lake 
Iowa 
Iron 
Jackson 
Jefferson 
Juneau 
Kenosha 
Kewaunee 
La Crosse 
Lafayette 
Lang lade 
Lincoln 
Manitowoc 
Marathon . 
Marinette 
Marquette 
Milwaukee* 
Monroe 
Oconto 
oneida 
outagamie 

AVERAGE ANNUAL AND PER CAPITA COST 
OF CORONER'S OFFICE, 1950-54 

Average Annual Cost Population 
1950-54 1950 

$ 294.98 7,906 
343.27 19,461 
357.65 34,703 
129.80 13,760 

4,473.86 98,314 
353,38 14,719 
136.01 10,236 
660.43 18,840 
332.43 42,839 

1,042.78 32,459 
876.40 34,023 
749.61 17,652 

5,626.64 169.357 
2,772.53 57,611 

5"(2.47 20,870 
2,085.64 46,715 

197.47 27,341 
611.14 54,187 
280.78 3,756 

1,089.50 67,829 
502.62 9,437 
577.72 41,460 
429.37 24,172 
239.~4 14,749 
292. 5 19,610 
204.18 8,714 
338.37 16,073 
944.98 43,069 
441.91 18,930 

3,969.00 75,238 
240.64 17,366 

2,932.69 67,587 
435.44 18,137 
940.81 21,975 
125.57 22,235 

1,013,15 67,159 
1,587.91 80,337 
2,748.71 35,748 

143.53 8,839 
624.90 871,047 
553.71 31,378 
661.52 26,238 
328.97 20,648 

2,155.48 81,722 

- 14 -

Average 
Per Capita Cost 

$ .057 
.018 
.010 
.009 
.o46 
.023 
.013 
.035 
.008 
.032 
.026 
.042 
.033 
.048 
.028 
.045 
.007 
.011 
.075 
.016 
.053 
.014 
.013 
.016 
.015 
.023 
.021 
,022 
.023 
.053 
.014 
.043 
.024 
.043 
.oo6 
.015 
.018 
.077 
.016 
.0007 
.011 
.025 
.011 
.026 



LRL-IB-146 

AVERAGE ANNUAL AND PER CAPITA COST 
OF CORONER'S OFFICE, 1950-54 (Cont.) 

Average Annual Cost population Average 
County 1950-54 . 1950 Per Capita Cost 

Ozaukee 

* 
538.16 23,361 $ .023 

Pepin 19.00 7,462 ,003 
Pierce 228.~8 21,448 ,010 
Polk 620. 4 24,944 •. 025 
Portage 643.55 34,858 .018 
Pric.e 222.54 16,344 .014 
Racine 4,016.52 109,585 .036 
Richland 397.30 19,245 .021 
Rock 1,916.67 92,'778 .021 
Rusk 139.19 16,790 .oo8 
St. Croix 260.22 25,905 .010 
Sauk 547.71 38,120 ,014 
Sawyer 241.11 10,323 .023 
Shawano 842.25 35,249 .024 
Sheboygan 2,421.27 80,631 .037 
Taylor 464.81 18,456 .• 025 
Trempealeau 558.92 23,730 ,023 
vernon 602.61 27,906 .022 
Vilas 806.40 9,363 .o86 
Walworth 848.22 41,584 ,020 
Washburn 72.93 11,665 .oo6 
Washington 836.24 33,902 ,025 
Waukesha 5,388.61 85,901 .062 
Waupaca 835.31 35,056 .023 
Waushara . 258.27 13,920 .019 
Winnebago 2,029.31 91,103 .022 
Wood 306.54 50,500 ,006 
Milw. Med. Examiner 73,418.52 871,047 ,084 

*Costs for coroner. See last item in list flor costs of medical 
examiner, 
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LRL--IE-146 RELATIONSHIP OF COST PER VIO~'"T DEATH TO 'f, OF ALL DEATHS WHICH .ll<E VIOLJi.'NT, 195Lf 
ln dollar§) 

-Per cent of All Deaths in County Which Are Violent 
Count:,:: 4% 2~ 6~ ?~ ~ 2~ 10%-- _ll% _].2\t -- 13% 14% 

Adams $--- --- - --- --- 5J.8l 
Ashland --- --- --- 15.88 
:Barron --- 20.2? 
:Bayfield 2.86 --- --- --- --- -- ---
:Brown --- --- -- 2J. 82 --- -- --- --- --- ---
Eu:ffa.lo --- -- --- --- 29.65 
Jlu.rnett --- --- 10.9? 
Calumet -- --- --- --- 59.11 
Chippewa. --- --- --- --- --- --- 12.)8 -- ---
Clark --- --- --- --- 30.95 
Columbia --- --- 2? .LfS 
Crawford --- --- ?.81 
Dane --- --- --- --- --- 5).22 
Dodge --- --- --- 59.53 
Door -- -- --- 52.71 --- --- ---

1 Douglas --- -- 52.48 
t;:'.Dunn -- ---- --- --- -- ?.01 

Ea.u Claire )2.90 --
Florence --- --- -- --- -- --- --- --- --- Lf8.46 
Fond duLac --- -- --- 32.13 
Forest --- --- --- --- --- 75.61 
Grant --- --- - --- 14.14 
G-reen --- -- -- 23.67 
Green Lake --- --- --- --- )8.79 --- --- --- -- --- ---
Iowa --- --- --- --- --- --- 2).24 
Iron -- -- --- --- --- --- --- -- --- --- 16.16 
Jackson --- --- --- --- 19.18 
Jefferson --- --- --- --- --- 24.81 
Juneau --- --- --- --- 42.90 --- --- --- --- --
Kenosha --- 101.01 --- --- -- -'-

Kewaunee --- --- --- -- 21.3? 
La Crosse -- --- --- 71.08 
Lafayette --- --- - -- -- 37.83 
Langlad.e. --- --- --- --- --- 46.48 
Lincoln --- --- 0 
ManitO~lOC --- --- --- --- 2Lf. 73 
Marathon --- --- --- --- --- 35.03 
l.farinette --- --- --- --- -- 75.71 



LRL-IB-146 

Oo=t:v 
Marquette 
Milwaukee 
~Ionroe 

Oconto 
Oneida 
Outagamie 
Ozaukee 
Pepin 
Pierce 
Polk 
Portage 
Price 
l:lacine 
lllchla.nd 
Rock 

1 Rusk 
,_.St. Croix 
-<lSauk 
1 Sawyer 

Sha>Iano 
Sheboygan 
Taylor 
Trempealeau 
Vernon 
Vilas 
Walworth 
Washburn 
Washington 
olaukesha 
Wau:paca 
vlaushara 

REL.Il.TlONSmP OF COST PER VIOLENT DE!\TH TO 'f, OF ALL DE.l\.THS WHICH ARJ!l VIOLENT (Cont.) 
{In dilllars) 

of All Deaths in Co=t:v Which Are, Violent 
4" ,, 2L 6 11% 12 

·--
213.67 

,5.83 
·- --- 21.93 

21.36 
,52.1.5 
27.,56 

--- --- --- 8.33 
lS.4o 

61.49 
--- 28 • .59 
21.33 ---

76.77 
--- --- 6.23 

31..54 
10.48 ------ --- -- 0 

41.20 
--- 37.12 
--- 18.36 
48.21 

26 • .51 ---
,58.41 

16.76 
--- 117.28 

30.08 
0 ---

.5.5.87 
- 81.29 

29.38 
23.92 

41.03 ~!:ebago --- _ _ __ __ ___ 9.23 

Note: Violent deaths are all caused by accident, suicide .or homicide. 

llli 

---

---

:I 
i 

'I 





LRL-IB-146 

RELATION OF COSTS OF CORONER'S OFFICE 
TO NUMBER OF SUICIDES AND HOMICIDES(Cont.) 

Cost of Suicides and Average Cost % of County 
Coroner Homicides per Suicide and Which was 

County 1954(1) 1954~2) Homicide 1954 Urban,l950{3) 

Price ........ $ 170.61 3 $ 56.87 14.9 
Racine ....... 5,067.06 14 361.93 7 .2 
Richland •..• , 132.15 2 66.08 23.9 
Rock . . " ..... .,: •. 2,050.42 9 227.82 68.8 
Rusk . .•.••••. 94.38 2 47.19 23.4 
St. Croix, •.. 0 3 0 26.0 
Sauk .•..•.•.. 865.23 3 288.41 29.7 
Sawyer .. ..... 334.09 3 111.36 0 
Shawano .... ... 697.65 9 77.52 16.7 
Sheboygan, ••• 2,131.22 10 213.12 62.6 
Taylor .. ..... 318.16 4 79.54 15.2 
Trempealeau .• 759.39 3 253.13 0 
Vernon .•...•• 301.65 4 75.41 13.6 
Vilas . . , , .... 1,172.85 4 293.21 0 
Walworth ....• 902.40 2 451.20 39.3 
washburn ..... 0 1 0 22.3 
Washington .•. 1,396.80 4 349.20 33.6 
Waukesha ..•.. 5,853.05 6 975.51 33.9 
Waupaca ...... 734.60 5 146.92 35.1 
Waushara •.... 263.20 1 263.20 0.2 
Winnebago •.•. 1,641.20 6 273.53 72.3 
Wood • •......• 387.50 13 29.81 51.3 

(1) Data baaed on annual reports from counties to the Department 
of State Audit. 

(2) Data from 1954 Report of Public Health Statistics, State 
Board of Health. 

(3) Data from U.S. Census Report, 1950, Characteristics of the 
Population, vol. 49, Table 12. 
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LRL-I'.a-146 NUMBER OF DEATHS IN WISCONSIN 1954 AND CQST OF CORONER'S OFFICE PER DEATH 
Total ~otal Resi- Total Deaths from -"% of Aii :Deaths Totai Costcost per Cost per Death bi• 
Population dent Deathe Accidents, Suicides, Due to Violence of Coroner Death Accident, Suicid9 

CountY' 1950 (2) 1954 (3) Homicides.J9.54 (3) 1954 _ l954 (4l___ :1._92~ or Homicide, 1954 
Adams....... 7,906 107 10 ~··· 9.1 $ 538.14 $ 5.03 $ 53.81 
Ashland •• ,.. 19,461 192 14 7.3 222.38 1.15 15.88 
:Barron...... )4,703 282 15 5.3 304.00 1.08 20.27 
:Bayfield .. ., 13,760 150 7 4.7 20.00 .13 2.86 
:Brown....... 98,314 846 62 7.3 1,477.00 1. 75 23,82 
Buffalo ..... 14,719 137 12 8.8 355.79 2.59 29,65 
:Burnett..... 10,236 87 6 6.9 65.80 .76 10.97 
Calumet..... 18,840 157 13 8.2 768.49 4.89 59.11 
Chippewa.... 42,839 403 41 10.2 507.70 1.26 12.38 
Clark. ..... 32,459 296 26 8.8 804.70 2.72 30.95 
Columbia.... 34,023 409 28 6.8 768.75 1.88 27.45 
Crawford.... l'i' ,6.5~. 175 12 6. 9 93.68 .,54 7,81 
Dane........ 169.357 1,412 128 9.1 6,912.80 4.89 53,22 
Dodge....... 57,611 561 43 7.6 2,559.78 4.56 59.53 
Door........ 20,870 213 15 7.0 790.58 3.71 52.71 

tDouglas..... 46,715 550 36 6.5 1,889.31 3.44 52.48 
rvDunn. .... • .. 27,341 241 23 9.5 161.20 .67 7.01 
0 Eau Claire.. 54,187 510 25 4.9 822.49 1.61 32.90 
1 Florence.... 3,7.56 44 6 13.6 290.80 6.61 48,46 
FondduLac 67,829 100 50 7.1 1,607.48 2.29 32.13 
Forest...... 9,437 72 7 9.7 529.29 7.35 75.61 
Grant....... 41,460 451 39 8.6 551.31 1.22 14.14 
Green....... 24,172 265 21 4/.9 1.;9?.?.?. l,f!B 23.6? 
Green Lake.. 14,749 158 13 8.2 504.25 3.19 38.79 
Iowa........ 19,610 219 23 10.5 534.63 2.44 23.24 
Iron........ 8,714 106 15 lLf.l 242.34 2.29 16.16 
Jackson..... 16,073 179 15 8.4 287.75 1.61 19.18 
Jefferson... 43,069 497 46 9.3 1,181.30 2.38 24.81 
Juneau •.• H. 18,930 209 18 8.6 772.22 3.69 42.90 
Kenosha..... 75,238 714 41 5.7 4,;t41.55 5.80 101.01 
Kewaunee.,.. 17,366 150 12 8.0 256.50 1. 71 21.37 
La Crosse... 67,587 667 49 7.3 3,483.22 5.22 71.08 
Lafayette ... · 18,137 185 17 9.2 643.15 3.48 37.83 
Langlade.... 21,975 216 20 9.2 929.60 4.30 46.48 
Lincoln. • • • • 22,235 238 16 6. 7 0 0 0 
Manitowoc... 67,159 645 51} 8.9. 1,335.63 2.07 24.73 
Marathon.... 80,337 661 64 9.7 2,242.19 3.39 35.03 
Marinette... 35,748 340 32 9,4 2,422.66 7.12 75.71 



LRL-IB-146 1;i1JM.JlER OF DEA'r_HS IN WISCONSIN 1954 Al'ID COST OF CO~OE']Rl_fl. QFF..J:YJ'l "FB. !lf''l'l'l! ~{ r;;:i!:=.!=!-~~-"J=:=;==='=e;;=~;=;; 
Total Total Resi- Total Deaths from % of All Deaths Total Cos·~ Co-6~ per CcBt :p;r Death 1;== 
Population dent Deaths Accidents, Suicides, Due to Violence of Coroner Death Accident, Suioice 

County 1950 (2) 1954 {3) Homicides, 1954 (3} 1954 1954 (4) 1954 or llomicide. 1954 
Marquette 8,839 133 11 8.3 $ 251.67 $ 1.89 $ 22.88 
Milwaukee(l) 871,047 8,656 462 5.3 98,718.72 11.41 213.67 
Monroe....... 31,378 299 18 6.0 105.00 ,35 5.83 
Oconto...... 26,238 306 29 9.4 636.10 2,08 21.93 
Oneida...... 20,648 205 15 7.1 320.45 1.56 21.3b 
Outagamie,.. 81,722 727 55 7.o 2,868.04 3.94 52.15 
Ozaukee,.... 23,361 217 16 7.4 441.00 2.03 27.56 
Pepin....... 7,462 63 6 9.5 50.00 • 79 8.33 
Pierce...... 21,448 234 lS 6.4 230.99 .98 15.40 
Polk .... ,,. 24,944 250 10 4,0 614.91 2,45 61.49 
Portage,.... 34,858 323 28 8.7 800.75 2.48 28.59 
Price ...... , 16,3bA- 161 8 5.0 170.61 1,06 21.33 
Racine...... 109,585 1,068 66 6,2 5,067.06 4.73 76.77 
Richland.... 19,245 17? 18 10.2 132.15 .74 6.23 
Rook........ 92,778 906 65 7,2 2,050.42 2,26 31.54 
Rusk........ 16,790 127 9 7.1 94.38 .74 10.48 

1 St. Croix... 25,905 258 26 10.1 o 0 0 , 
~>.>Sauk ....... , 38,120 415 21 5.1 865.23 2.08 41,20 
,....Saw;rer...... 10.323 101 9 8.9 334.09 3.31 37.12 
1 Shawano..... 35,249 334 38 11.1 697.65 2.08 18.36 

Sheboygan... 80,631 846 44 5.2 2,131.22 2.52 48.21 
Taylor...... 18,456 157 12 7.7 318.16 2.03 26.51 
Trempealeau. 23,730 250 13 5,2 759.39 3.04 58.41 
Vernon ...... , 27,906 269 18 6. 7 301.65 1.12 16,76 
Vilas,,,,.,, 9,363 89 10 11.2 1,172.85 13.18 117.28 
Walworth.... 41,584 525 30 5.7 902.40 1. 72 30.08 
Washburn ••• , 11,665 115 7 6.1 0 0 0 
Washington.. 33,902 332 25 7.5 1,396.80 4,21 55.87 
Waukesha.... 85,901 876 72 8.2 5,853.05 6.68 81.29 
Waupaca,.., 15,056 '390 25 6.4

4 
714.60 1,88 29.38 

Waus.nara.... 13,920 171 11 6, 2l5J .20 1.54 23.92 
Winnebago... 91,103 860 40 4.7 1,641.20 1.91 41.03 
Wood........ 50,500 425 42 9.9 387.50 .91 9.23 

Total 3,434.575 33,709 2,348 6.9 
(l)Costs used are for Medical Examiner not the Coroner. 
(2)Data from 1950 Census of Population, Vol. II, Characteristics of Population, Part 49, Table 5. 
(3)Data from 1954 Public Health Statistics, State Board of Health, Table 3 and Table 8. 
(4)Data from annual reports of counties to Department of State Audit. 



LRL-IB-146 
RELATION OF COST OF CORONER'S OF~ICE PER VIOLENT DEATH 

TO PERCENTAGE OF COUNTY HICH IS URBAN 

Per cent of Count~ Which Is Urban 
So% % of county under 20% 20% 40% 60% 

County urban, 1950 urban under 40% under 60% under 80% over 
Adams ..... 0 . 53.81 

___ ..., ___ .,. 
Ashland .•. 54.7 ... ........... -'!""•- 15.88 
Barron .... 19.9 20.27 
Bayfield •. 0 2.86 __ .,. ... ----Brown •..•. 71.3 23.82 
Buffalo •.. 0 29.65 
Burnett •.• 0 10.97 
Calumet ... 0 59.ll 
Chippewa .. 33.4 12.38 

_.,. __ 
Clark .•..• 8.2 30.95 
Columbia .• 31.1 27.45 
Crawford .. 30.5 7.81 --- ... 
Dane ...... 67.9 ---- 53.22 
Dodge ..•.. 44.1 59.53 
Door .... .. 33.8 52.71 ----
Douglas ... 79.3 52.48 
Dunn ....... 30.2 7.01 
Eau Claire 65.3 32 .. 9Q 
Florence .• 0 48.46 

___ .,. __ ... .., 
Fond du Lac 55.4 32.13 
Forest . .... 0 75.61 
Grant ....... 21.7 14.14 
Green . ...... 29.1 ---· 23.67 
Green Lake 31.6 ---- 38.79 
Iowa, , ...... 12.9 23.24 -"""--
Iron . ...... 34.8 16.16 
Jackson., .. 17.6 19.18 
Jefferson •. 50.3 24.81 
Juneau ...... 16.8 42.90 
Kenosha .. , . 72.3 101.01 
Kewaunee, •. 34.4 21.37 
La Crosse,. 74.1 71.08 
Lafayette 0 37.83 --- .... 
Langlade •.. 45.1 46.48 
Lincoln •... 56.2 0 
Manitowoc .. 56.3 24.73 
Marathon ... 41.2 35.03 
Marinette .• 39.7 75.71 
Marquette •. 0 22.88 
Milwaukee .. 94.9 213.67 
Monroe .. .•• 34.0 5.83 
Oconto ..... 19.3 21.93 
Oneida. , ..• 42.5 21.36 
Outagamie •. 62.2 52.15 
Ozaukee .... 32.4 27.56 ----
Pepin, .••.. 0 8.33 
Pierce ••... 16.1 15.40 
Polk . ....... 0 61.49 ---"':" 
Portage .•.. 47.5 28.59 
Price . .... , 17.9 21.33 
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LRL-IB-146 
RELATION OF COST OF CORONER'S OFFICE PER VIOLENT DEATH 

TO PERCENTAGE OF COUNTY WHICH IS URBAN (Cont.) 

Per cent of County Which Is Urban 

County 
% of county 
urban, 1950 

under 26% 20% 40% 
urban .under 40% under 60% 

60% 80% 
under 80% over 

Racine •.... 
Richland ..• 
Rock ......... .. 
Rusk .•..... 
St. Croix .• 
Sauk ....... . 
Sawyer ... , • 
Shawano •.•• 
Sheboygan .. 
Taylor ....• 
Trempealeau 
Vernon ..•.• 
Vilas . .... .. 
Walworth •.. 
washburn ... 
\<lashing ton 
Waukesha ..• 
Waupaca ...• 
Waushara •.• 
Winnebago •. 
Wood . ...... .. 

74.2 
23.9 
68.8 
23.4 
26.0 
29.7 

0 
16.7 
62.6 
15.2 

0 
13.6 

0 
39.3 
22.3 
33.6 
33.9 
35.1 
0,2 

72.3 
51.3 

..,.. __ _ 

___ ... 

37.12 
18.36 -- .... -
26.51 
58.41 
16.7$ 

117.28 

0 

6.23 

10.48 
0 

41.20 

----
30.08 
-·--

~--- 55.87 
81.29 

---- 29.38 
23.92 

----

_.,.. __ 
76.77 .,.. __ _ 
31.54 

--- ..... 

--""-
48,21 

'-"!"'--

-,;:..--

41.03 
9.23 

DEATHS BY ACCIDENT, POISONING AND VIOLENCE IN WISCONSIN, 1950-54 

cause 1950 1951 

Railway accidents 31 39 
Motor vehicle accidents 786 780 
Other road vehicle accidents 12 8 
Water transport accidents 39 44 
Aircraft accidents 2'7 21 
Accidental poisoning by solid and 

liquid substances 20 19 
Accidental poisoning by gases and 

vapors 42 50 
Accidental falls 492 492 
Other accidents 500 464 
Late effects of injury and 

poisoning 8 9 
Suicide and self inflicted injury 

by poison 28 19 
Suicide by gas 33 28 
Suicide by hanging and 

strangulation 151 128 
Suicide by submersion 27 22 
Suicide by firearms and 

explosives 158 133 
Suicide by cutting and 

piercing instruments 12 14 
Suicide by jumping from high place 9 4 
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1952 1953 

23 26 
895 887 

11 4 
37 56 
22 32 

11 23 

27 26 
519 499 
495 539 

12 10 

25 24 
36 43 

125 125 
26 27 

149 161 

13 7 
11 15 

1954 

17 
852 

7 
47 
26 

19 

25 
439 
452 

10 

24 
40 

129 
17 

181 

10 
9 



LRL-IB-146 

DEATHS BY ACCIDENT, POISONING AND VIOLENCE IN WISCONSIN,l950-54(Cont. 

Cause 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 

Suicide by other means 8 11 3 6 7 
Homicide and injury purposely 

inflicted by other persons 40 38 56 4o 37 

Total 2,423 2,324 2,496 2,550 2,348 

Source: Data from 1950-1954 Public Health Statistics, Table 6, 
State Board of Health 

DEATHS BY ACCIDENT, SUICIDE AND HOMICIDE 
IN RURAL AND URBAN AREAS OF WISCONSIN, 1950-54 

Accidents Suicide Homicide 
Year Rural Urban Total Rural[Urban!Total Rural Urban Total 

I 

1950 1,014 9431,957 li 212 2141 426 I 18 22 
' II 1811 " 1951 945 981 1,926 178 359 ll 12 26 

.li 
" 

1952 1,060 992 2,052 185 203 388 II 17 391 II ·' 1: ' 
1953 1,070 '1,032 2,102 204 204 i 4o8 II 14; 26 I 

222! 
II ,, 

1954 960 934 1,894 " 195 417 :1 15 22 ,, I ll ,, 

Source: Data from Public Health Statistics, State Board of 
Health, 1950-54 
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38 

56 
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DEATHS BY ACCIDEN'l', SUICIDE AlllD HOMICIDE BY COUNTY IN WISCONSIN 195Q-54 

1220 1951 1222 125:! 195!j: 
County Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total 

aooi- sui- homi- acci- sui- hom1- acci- sui- homi- acci- sui- homi- acci- sui- homi-
dents cides cides dents cides cid.es d.ents cid.es cid.es d.ents cid.es cid.es d.ents cid.es cid.es 

Adams 3 - -- 13 -- -- 9 3 - 6 3 1 10 
Ashland 16 - -- 13 2 - 17 4 1 10 3 - 12 2 
:Barron 26 3 -- 24 3 1 21 7 1 25 6 -- 15 
l3ayfield 10 4 1 7 1 -- 19 2 -- 15 1 -- 7 
:Brown 55 16 1 58 12 2 68 5 -- 66 10 - 53 8 1 
:Bu:ffalo 12 l -- 12 3 1 11 1 -- 8 4 -- 9 3 
:Burnett 8 3 l 3 2 -- 11 2 1 5 -- -- 4 2 
Calu.'llet 15 3 -- 10 2 - 11 2 - 15 4 -- 11 2 
Chippet4a 30 2 - 24 2 - 26 5 1 28 '1 -- 37 4 
Clark 17 5 1 15 2 - 20 5 -- 22 -- - 21 5 
Columbia 28 4 -- 28 3 -- 32 9 -- 35 4 -- 25 J 
Crawford 11 3 -- 6 1 -- 18 4 -- 12 J -- 11 1 
Dane 96 25 -- 75 14 -- 91 21 -- 94 22 -- 107 20 1 

I Dodge 43 9 -- 28 9 - J7 4 1 33 4 -- J2 11 

N Door 6 2 -- 22 1 -- 10 1 1 11 4 2 11 J 1 
"' Douglas" Jl 9" 1 47 2 -- J8 J -- J6 4 - 30 5 1 
I Dunn 14 4 -- 21 1 1 20 2 - 15 1 -- 22 1 

Eau Claire J4 6 - 24 2 1 J2 6 -- 28 4 -- 21 4 
Florence 3 1 -- J -- - 2 1 -- J 1 -- 4 2 
Fo:nd du Lac 48 5 -- 39 13 -- 43 6 1 53 14 -- 37 12 1 
Forest 6 2 -- '1 - - 7 1 1 8 -- -- 7 
Grant 38 6 -- 30 7 -- 19 3 -- 33 5 -- 30 9 
Green 13 8 1 20 7 -- 16 4 -- 15 5 - 16 5 
Green Lake 15 - -- 6 - -- 14 2 -- 10 1 -- 10 3 
Iowa 20 1 -- 23 6 1 11 5 -- 15 4 - 17 5 1 
Iron 3 3 -- 3 2 -- 6 3 -- 13 1 - 13 1 1 
Jackson 16 3 - 10 1 2 16 2 -- 16 - -- 12 3 
Jefferson 26 4 -- 28 5 - 23 3 - 30 12 -- 39 '1 
Juneau 18 5 -- 20 3 -- 20 3 1 20 3 -- 15 2 1 
Kenosha 47 5 - 29 9 - 52 4 -- 42 6 4 32 7 2 

Kewaunee 10 1 -- 9 3 -- 11 3 -- 16 -- -- 11 1 
La Crosse 35 6 -- 32 8 -- 42 7 -- 32 6 -- 41 8 
Lafayette 8 4 - 14 2 -- 19 5 -- 13 1 - 14 3 
Lang lade 20 2 -- 13 3 - 18 4 -- 14 1 - 13 7 
Lincoln 12 - -- 22 - - 17 -- 1 18 3 1 14 2 
Y.a.nitowoc 31 4 -- 36 6 -- 34 5 -- 49 10 4 41 12 1 



LRL;:U::l46. _ PA4.JJ!P~ ;s;r_A.Q.QIIl.EJ:..~..JWl..ClDE ~ND..JlPMLQI1lUY_,OQU!;.':l':Y_ JN WIJ?CONSIN ;).2.5.9=2!!_1 Con]_,) ______________________ 
- 1950 --- 1°51"- -----1932----~------1933--·--~- -----1934 ___ . -.----= 

County Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total 
aoci- sui- homi- acci- sui- homi- acci- sui- homi- aoci- sui- homi- acci- sui- homi-
dents cides cides dents cides cides dents cides cides dents cides cides dents cid.es cides 

:Marathon 1+3 12 1 37 ll - so 8 1 1+2 8 -- 57 7 
Marinette 21+ 2 -- 21 I+ 2 26 6 l 22 - -- 20 ll l 
i4arquette 8 4 -- 7 -- - 6 -- -- 7 2 -- 10 l 
Milwaukee 350 100 14 374 85 17 )56 98 31 387 92 12 349 99 14 
Monroe lS 2 1 23 3 2 28 2 - 2:3 3 l 13 3 2 
Oconto 17 2 - 12 5 - 13 4 -- 19 6 - 23 5 1 
Oneida 13 3 - 16 3 1 15 2 -- 14 - 1 14 l 
Outagamie 38 3 -- 35 3 1 55 8 1 54 4 l 48 7 
Ozaukee 12 6 -- 19 4 -- 18 l - 27 4 -- 14 2 
Pepin ~ l -- - -- - 5 - -- 8 -- -- 5 l 
Pierce 2 1 14 1 -- 10 2 -- 14 a - 14 l 
Polk 15 2 -- 14 4 -- 15 :3 -- 19 -- 7 3 
Portage 24 4 1 26 6 l 18 :3 -- 26 l -- 18 10 
Price 10 5 - ll 5 -- ll l 1 9 2 2 5 3 
Racine 49 17 3 79 10 3 64 8 1 56 16 3 52 12 2 

I Richland ll 2 l ll 4 -- 14 ~ l ~ 6 -- 16 2 
ro Rock 51+ 17 5 48 8 - 51 2 5 3 56 9 
"'Rusk ll 3 l 8 -- -- lS l -- 12 2 -- 7 2 
~ St. Croix 27 2 l 15 2 -- 18 - - 20 l l 23 3 

Sauk 20 a l 22 6 - 31 6 -- ii 7 - l~ ~ Sawyer 10 2 ll -- -- 8 l l 2 - 1 
Sbawano 34 5 2 28 l l 30 l -- 27 2 2 2~ 6 3 
Sheboygan 56 10 -- 4o 14 l 35 12 -- 39 12 - 38 10 
Taylor ll+ 3 -- 7 2 - 10 ~ - 12 2 -- 4 
Trempealeau 23 5 -- 14 2 - 15 -- 17 7 -- 10 3 
Vernon 17 I+ - 24 4 -· 22 4 2 14 2 - 14 4 
Vilas 

2l 
l -- 5 1 -- ll 4 -- 8 4 - 6 4 

Walworth 7 - 30 5 -- 36 7 -- 37 lS - 28 2 
Washburn 8 1 -- 1~ 

2 -- 5 1 - 8 1 - 6 1 
Washington 23 I+ -- 4 - 16 4 -- 28 5 -- 21 3 1 
Waukesba 61+ 12 -- 62 5 -- 48 9 2 59 13 l 66 6 
Waupaca 18 7 l 21 3 - 18 12 -- 19 6 -- 20 5 
Waushara 12 l -- 15 2 -- 8 l --

6i ~ l 10 l 
Winnebago 51 6 - 53 8 -- 70 12 3 - 34 6 
Wood 18 5 -- 28 5 -- 4o 2 1 25 2 - 29 12 1 

Total 1,957 1+26 I+O 1,926 359 38 2,052 388 56 2,102 4o8 40 1,894 417 37 

Source: Data from 1950-1954 Public Health Statistics, State Board of Health. 



LRL-IB-146 THE LEGAL BASIS OF CORONER'S OFFICE 
IN THE 48 STATES, 1954 

Ala. Statutes Elected 4 None 
Ariz. Statutes Elected J.P.s 2 None 
Ark. Constitution Elected 2 None 
Calif. Stat. & Home Rule Elected- 53 _ 4 None 
Colo. Constitution Elected 2 None 
Conn. statutes Apptd. by court 3 Attorneys 
Del. Constitution Elected 2 None 
Fla. Statutes Elected J.P.s 4 None 
Ga. Statutes Elected 4 None 
Idaho Constitution Elected 2 None 
Ill. Constitution Elected 4 None 
Ind. Constitution Elected 4 None 
Iowa Statutes Elected 2 None 
Kc.ns. Statutes Elected 2 None 
Ky. Constitution Elected 4 None 
La. Constitution Elected 4 M.D. 
Maine Statutes Apptd. by Governor 4 M.D. 
Md. Statutes Apptd, by Bd. Indef. M.D. 
Mass. Statutes Apptd. by Governor 7 M.D. 
Mich. Statutes Elected 2 None(l) 
Minn. Statutes Elected 4 None 
Miss. Constitution Elected 4 None 
Mo. Const. & Home Rule Elected 4 None 
Mont. Constitution Elected 2 None 
Nebr. Statutes Elected Cty. Atty.(3) 4 None 
Nev. Statutes Elected J.P. s 2 None 
N.H. Constitution Apptd. referees 5 M.D. 
N.J. Constitution Elected 3 None(2) 
N.Mex. Statutes Elected J.P.s 2 None 
N.Y .(4) Statutes Elected 3 None 
N.C. Constitution Elected 2 None 
N.Dak. Statutes Elected 2 None 
Ohio Stat. & Home Rule Elected 4 M.D. 
Okla. Statutes Elected J.P.s None 
Oreg. Constitution Elected 4 None 
Pa. Constitution Elected 4 None 
R.I. Statutes Apptd. by exam. 4 M.D. 
S.C. Constitution Elected 4 None 
S.Dak. Constitution Elected 2 None 
Tenn. Constitution Court apptd. 2 None 
Texas Statutes Elected J.P.s 2 None 
Utah Stat. & Home Rule Elected J.P.s 4 None 
Vt. Statutes Apptd, Med. Ex. M.D. 
Va. Statutes Apptd. Health C. 3 M.D. 
wash. Statutes ( 5) 2 None 
W.Va. Constitution Apptd. by court Indef. None 
Wis. Constitution Elected 2 None 
Wyo. Statutes Elected 2 None 
source: Data f'rom The coroner system in Minnesota. Pub. No. 59, Legis. 

Research Committee, State of Minn. Feb. 1954, Appendix Table 1. 

!
l~In 1953 provided for optional medical examiner for counties. 
2 Optional medical examiner in 1st and 2nd class counties. 
~ County attorney serves as coroner • 
~NYC and certain counties have appointed medical examiners. 
5 Prosecuting attorney ex officio in'28 counties; 11 elect coroner. 
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DEVIATIONS FROM THE TRADITIONAL CORONER SYSTEM IN THE 48 STATES 

Ariz. 

Ark. 
CaiTf. 

Fla. 
Ga. 
TII. 
Iowa 
Kari'Sas 

La. 

Maine 
Ncr;­
i',kiss . ----
Mich. 

Mo. 

N.J. 
N'"":Y:" 

N.C. 
Okla. 
pa;---

R.I. 

Texas 

Utah 

va. 
WiSh. 

Wis. -

Medical examiner bill introduced in 1953, Largest county, 
Maricopa, established appointed medical examiner in 1952. 
Adopted medical examiner in 1951. 
Study of coroner system published by Assembly Interim Com­
mittee in March, 1955. 
Dade county authorized to employ medical examiner in 1955. 
Medical examiner law went into effect in May, 1953. 
Medical examiner bill introduced in 1953. 
Medical examiner bill introduced in 1955. 
Bill in 1955 to create central system of post-mortem examina­
tions failed and study of problem by Legislative Council 
autnorized to report in 1957. 
In 1952 permitted parishes within a congressional district 
to establish a forensic laboratory. 
Medical examiners provided for by law. 
Established medical examiners by law in 1939. 
The first state to establish a medical examiner system in 
1877. 
In 1953 law enacted permitting medical examiners. In 1955 
Wayne county abolished coroners and provided for appointment 
of a county medical examiner. Some proposal has been intro­
duced each year since 1936. 
Bill to abolish coroner and establish medico-legal,examiners 
introduced in 1955. 
Coroner gets no pay and has only one minor duty. 
Permits county to abolish coroner and replace with medical 
examiner since 1952. New York City aoolished coroners in 
1918 and established medical examiners. 
Introduced medical examiner bill in 1953. 
Introduced bill for medical examiners in 1951. 
Elective office of coroner abolished in Philadelphia and 
legal functions placed under district attorney and remaining 
functions under Health Department in 1954. 
In 1939 coroner was abolished and 30 local medical examiners 
appointed by the governor created. In 1949 a state medical 
examiner was established. 
In 1955 the 4 largest counties were authorized to appoint a 
medical examiner. 
A bill to provide for a medical examiner was proposed in 
1953. 
Medical examiner created in 1946. 
Office of coroner and district attorney combined in 28 coun­
ties in 1926. 
Milwaukee county authorized to have medical examiners in 1943. 
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