Tap the Power

£
LRB

TANF and Welfare Reform
Compiled by Julie Pohlman, January 2015

www. legis.wisconsin.gov/lrb/pubs/tapthepower.htm

Welfare reform is a process of modifying public assistance programs. There are a number of drivers to welfare reform including
changes in federal or state laws, economic conditions, population, program reviews, or technology. The Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) was created as part of the 1996 welfare law; it is a federal program to provide states with block grant funds to
operate specific public assistance related programs to aid families. While the programs created and administered with TANF funds are
unique to each state, there are some restrictions placed on use. The Great Recession saw increased draw on TANF funds for families
and renewed discussions on reforming public assistance benefits at the federal and state level. In the 2014 calendar year, an average of

over 64,000 people per month in Wisconsin received TANF funds.
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