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Introduced in 2009 and adopted by over 40 states, Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are a set of college- and career-ready standards

for kindergarten through 12th grade in English language arts/literacy and mathematics.

CCSS has been praised for implementing

recommendations from the 1983 report A Nation at Risk, such as more rigorous standards and high school graduation requirements, and
criticized for overreaching and high costs. This 7ap the Power provides a selection of background information on CCSS.

Achieve, Inc. On the Road to Implementation: Achieving the
Promise of the Common Core State Standards. Washington,
DC: Achieve, Inc., 2010. (373.6/Ac4) http://www.achieve.
org/files/FINAL-CCSSImplementationGuide.pdf.

Identifies key areas state policymakers will need to consider.
For overview of CCSS go to http://www.achieve.org/files/
CCSS_Legislator_Tool.pdf.

Bailey, Nancy E. Misguided Education Reform: Debating the
Impact on Students. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield
Education, 2013. (374.1/B15)

Includes a chapter “The Trouble with Testing and Common
Core State Standards.”

Bell, Julie Davis, and Daniel Thatcher. “Challenged to the Core.”
State Legislatures 38, no. 8 (September 2012): 13-17. (328.11/
N214/2012/v.38/n0.8)

“Lawmakers face the daunting task of enacting the laws and
coming up with the funds needed to bring the Common Core
State Standards to life.”

Burke, Lindsey M. “States Must Reject National Education
Standards While There Is Still Time.” Backgrounder no.
2680. Washington, DC: Heritage Foundation, April 16, 2012.
(373.6/B91)  http://thf media.s3.amazonaws.com/2012/pdf/
bg2680.pdf.

Carmichael, Sheila Byrd, et al. The State of State Standards —
and the Common Core — in 2010. Washington, DC: Thomas
B. Fordham Institute, July 2010. http://edex.s3-us-west-2.
amazonaws.com/publication/pdfs/SOSSandCC2010_
FullReportFINAL _8.pdf.

Compares the English language arts and mathematics standards
of the 50 states plus the District of Columbia to the CCSS.
Council of Chief State School Officers. Implementing the Common

Core State Standards: State Spotlights. Washington, DC:
Council of Chief State School Officers, May 2013. http:/
www.ccsso.org/Resources/Publications/Common_Core
State Standards_State Spotlights.html.
Efforts of 28 states broken down into categories and including
hypertext links.

Hamilton, Laura S., Brian M. Stecher, and Kun Yuan. “Standards-
Based Accountability in the United States: Lessons Learned
and Future Directions.” Education Inquiry 3,no.2 (June 2012):
149-170. http://www.lh.umu.se/digital Assets/98/98129
inquiry_vol3 nr2 hamilton.pdf.

Provides historical background in addition to discussing
standards-based accountability.

Heintz, Lauren. Next Generation Assessments. Denver, CO:
National Conference of State Legislatures,2013. (373.6/N214x)
http://www.ncsl.org/documents/educ/AssessmentBrief.pdf.

Hess, Frederick M., and Michael Q. McShane. Common Core
Meets Education Reform: What it all Means for Politics,
Policy, and the Future of Schooling. New York: Teachers
College Press, 2014. (373.6/H46)

Layton, Lyndsey. “How Bill Gates Pulled Off the Swift Common
Core Revolution.” Washington Post, June 7, 2014. http://
www.washingtonpost.com/politics/how-bill-gates-pulled-off-
the-swift-common-core-revolution/2014/06/07/a830e32e-
ec34-11e3-9f5¢-9075d5508f0a_story.html.

Lu, Adrienne. “Common Core Sparks Flood of Legislation.”
Stateline, June 12, 2014.  http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/
research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2014/06/12/common-
core-sparks-flood-of-legislation.

McCluskey, Neal P. “Behind the Curtain: Assessing the Case
for National Curriculum Standards.” Policy Analysis no. 661
(February 17, 2010). (373.6/M21) http://www.cato.org/pubs/
pas/pa661.pdf.

National School Boards Association. “The Common Core
State Standards and Assessments.” Issue Brief, February
2014.  http://www.nsba.org/sites/default/files/Standards%20
Issue%20Brief.pdf.

Paulson, Amanda. “Common Core Education Standards: Why
They’re Contested Left and Right.”  Christian Science
Monitor, August 3, 2014. http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/
Education/2014/0803/Common-Core-education-standards-
why-they-re-contested-left-and-right.

Porter, William, et al. Moving Forward: A National Perspective
on States’ Progress in Common Core State Standards
Implementation Planning.  Seattle, WA: Education First;
Bethesda, MD: Editorial Projects in Education, February
2013.  (373.6/P82)  http://www.education-first.com/files/
MovingForward EF _EPE 020413 final.pdf.

Rentner, Diane Stark. Year 3 of Implementing the Common Core
State Standards: State Education Agencies’ Views on the
Federal Role. Washington, DC: Center on Education Policy,
2013. (371/C331a) http://www.cep-dc.org/displayDocument.
cfm?DocumentID=422.

How a reauthorized Elementary and Secondary Education Act
(ESEA) can be used to support CCSS implementation. One in
a series of reports.
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Sappenfield, Anne. Memorandum to Senator John W. Lehman
re Adoption of State Academic Standards. Madison, WI:
Wisconsin Legislative Council, July 25, 2014. (373.6/W7g5)

Tepe, Lindsey. Common Core Goes to College: Building Better
Connections Between High School and Higher Education.
Washington, DC: New America Education Policy Program,
2014. (377.121/T26)  http://www.newamerica.net/sites/
newamerica.net/files/policydocs/CCGTC_7 18 2pm.pdf.
Discusses how CCSS fits into existing college admission
policies; includes comparative data.

United States National Commission on Excellence in Education.
A Nation At Risk: The Imperative for Educational Reform.
Washington, DC: National Commission on Excellence in
Education, 1983. (373.6/X9)

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. Alignment of
Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards with Common
Core State Standards for English Language Arts and
Mathematics and Common Core Essential Elements. Madison,
WI: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, May 2013.
http://ec.dpi.wi.gov/files/ec/pdf/elsalign.pdf.

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. Common Core State
Standards for English Language Arts. Madison, WI: Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction, 2012. (373.6/W7q1)

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. Common Core
State Standards for Mathematics. Madison, WI: Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction, 2012. (373.6/W7q3)

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. Transforming
Teaching and Learning: Wisconsin's Journey to College and
Career-Ready Standards. Madison, WI: Wisconsin Department
of Instruction, 2013.  http://worldcat.org/oclc/864756944/
viewonline.

Report required by 2013 Wisconsin Act 20, the 2013-15
biennial budget.

Related Web Sites

Achieve, Inc. “Strong Support, Low Awareness: Public Perception
of the Common Core State Standards.” Accessed August 18,
2014. http://www.achieve.org/PublicPerceptionCCSS.

Report based on an August 2011 poll.

American Enterprise Institute. “Common Core Meets the Reform
Agenda.” Accessed August 15, 2014. http://www.aei.org/
article/education/k-12/system-reform/common-core-meets-
the-reform-agenda-papers/.

Eight commissioned research reports on CCSS covering topics
such as accountability, charter schools, governors, political
realities, governance, and teacher quality.

American Federation of Teachers. “Debunking Myths of the
Common Core.” Accessed August 12, 2014. http://www.aft.
org/issues/standards/nationalstandards/debunkingmyths.cfm.

Center on Education Policy. Common Core State Standards.
Accessed August 12, 2014.  http://www.cep-dc.org/index.
cfm?DocumentTopicID=1.

A list of publications related to CCSS.

Collaborative for Student Success. Accessed August 12, 2014.
http://forstudentsuccess.org/.

Grant-making initiative committed to improving public
education and supports implementation of CCSS.

Common Core State Standards Initiative. Preparing America’s
Students for College & Career. Accessed August 12, 2014.
http://www.corestandards.org/.

The text of the standards, what parents should know, state
status, and more.

Educational Commission of the States. Common Core: What
States Are Doing. Accessed August 12, 2014. http://www.ecs.
org/html/IssueSection.asp?issueid=252&s=What+States+Are
+Doing.

McLaughlin & Associates. “Collaborative for Student Success.”
Accessed August 12, 2014. http://mclaughlinonline.
com/2014/05/08/collaborative-for-student-success/.

Summary of a poll conducted for the Collaborative for Student
Success on CCSS.

National Conference of State Legislatures. College- & Career-
Readiness State Standards: State Legislation Update.
Accessed August 12, 2014. http://www.ccrslegislation.info/.
Track state legislation addressing state standards including
Common Core State Standards.

National Conference of State Legislatures. Common Core State
Standards. Accessed August 12, 2014. http://www.ncsl.org/
research/education/common-core-state-standards.aspx.

National Governors Association, Center for Best Practices.
Common Core State Standards. Accessed August 18, 2014.
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/
center-divisions/center-issues/page-edu-issues/col2-content/
main-content-list/common-core-state-standards.html.

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC). Accessed August 12,2014. http://www.parcconline.
org/.

A group of states working together to develop a set of
assessments that measure whether students are on track to be
successful in college and their careers.

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC). Accessed

August 12, 2014. http://www.smarterbalanced.org/.
One of two state-led consortia developing next-generation
assessments to accurately measure student progress toward
college- and career-readiness. Wisconsin is a member of this
consortium.

University of Connecticut. “UConn Poll: Americans Who Know
About Common Core Are Likely to be Skeptical of It.”
May 5, 2014. http://poll.uconn.edu/2014/05/05/uconn-poll-
americans-who-know-about-common-core-are-likely-to-be-
skeptical-of-it/.

Includes link to full data set, a 17 page pdf.

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. Common Core State
Standards. Accessed August 12, 2014. http://commoncore.
dpi.wi.gov/.
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For questions or to suggest a topic for future bibliographies:
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Research Questions: (608) 266-0341
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