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Minimum wage legislation has always been contentious; positions on the issue range from the abolishment of the minimum wage to a 
substantial increase and subsequent tie to inflation. The federal minimum wage was raised to $7.25 in 2009, the federal tipped minimum 
wage was set at $2.13 in 1991. The Wisconsin minimum wage is $7.25 and the Wisconsin tipped minimum wage is $2.33. Leading 
economists disagree on the effects of minimum wage increases on the economy, some saying it causes employers to cut a significant 
amount of jobs, while others say employers will add jobs because the increase in purchasing power by low-wage workers will improve the 
economy.  As some cities and states raise their minimum wage above the federal level, economists will have more data with which to work.
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