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According to the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, the misuse and abuse of prescription drugs is the nation’s 
fastest growing drug problem.  Legislation to curtail the nonmedical use of these drugs – opioid painkillers, in particular – has been 
enacted at both the state and federal levels.  This bibliography is an overview of policies meant to reduce the abuse and diversion 
of prescription medications.  Policies may entail abuse-deterrent pills, labeling changes, prescriber education, disposal programs, 
prescription monitoring, or the regulation of pain clinics.
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