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Federal food assistance, known for years as Food Stamps and since 2008 as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 
had its beginnings in the Great Depression. Now administered by the states, the program provides food assistance for millions of 
Americans. In Wisconsin, the program is known as FoodShare.  The 2013 Wisconsin Legislature proposed some changes to the 
program, addressing potential fraud in the system and providing guidelines to ensure recipients use their benefits mainly on healthy 
foods. This bibliography provides resources on SNAP, FoodShare, and food insecurity.

Barnhill, Anne, and Katherine F. King. “Evaluating Equity 
Critiques in Food Policy: The Case of Sugar-Sweetened 
Beverages.” Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics 41, no. 1 
(Spring 2013): 301-309.  Available full-text through www.
badgerlink.net.

Bartfeld, Judi, and David Chancellor.  Food Security Trends 
and an Introduction to the Wisconsin Food Security Project. 
Madison, WI: Wisconsin Institute for Research on Poverty, 
August 2012.  www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/media/
podcasts/BartfeldPodcastAugust2012.mp3 (link directly to 
mp3 file). www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/media/podcasts/
BartfeldPodcastTranscript.pdf (link to pdf of the written 
transcript of the podcast).
A podcast in which Judi Bartfeld discusses her research on 
food insecurity.

Danielson, Caroline, and Jacob Alex Klerman. “Why Did the 
Food Stamp Caseload Decline (and Rise?):  Effects of Policies 
and the Economy.”  Discussion Paper 1316-06.  Madison, 
WI: Institute for Research on Poverty, 2006.  (361.32/W7a2)  
www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/dps/pdfs/dp131606.pdf.
This paper investigates the reasons behind large fluctuations 
in the rate of participation in Food Stamps during the 1990s 
and early 2000s.

Mason, Melanie.  “Food Stamps for Good Food.” Nation 292, no. 
13 (March 28, 2011): 21-22.  Available full-text through www.
badgerlink.net.

Miller, Debra.  “SNAP Benefits: Participation Still Below 
Poverty Rate.”  Capitol Facts & Figures.  Lexington, KY: 
Council of State Governments, April 2013. (361.32/C83c) 
http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/drupal/system/files/snap_
benefits_1.pdf.
A brief paper summarizing recent statistics on hunger and 
SNAP benefits. Includes a state-by-state comparison.

Miller, Debra.  “SNAP Nutrition Program Participation at All-
Time High.”  Capitol Facts & Figures.  Lexington, KY: 
Council of State Governments, August 2011. (361.32/C83b)  
http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/drupal/system/files/SNAP_
Nutrition_Program.pdf.
Includes a state-by-state comparison.

Nichols, Mike.  “Fraud: Who Cares?”  Wisconsin Interest 
19, no. 1 (March 2010): 14-19.  (354.1/W752) 
www.wpri.org/WIInterest/Vol19No1/Nichols19.1.html.

“The state’s FoodShare program feeds 700,000 – and appears 
utterly unconcerned about cheaters.”

Rosenbaum, Dottie.  SNAP Is Effective and Efficient.  Washington, 
DC: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 2013. 
www.cbpp.org/cms/?fa=view&id=3239.

Shannon, Pam, and Anna Henning.  “Program Integrity Provisions 
Relating to the Wisconsin Medical Assistance and FoodShare 
Programs,” Staff Memorandum to Members of the Special 
Committee on Public Assistance Program Integrity no. 2. 
Madison, WI: Wisconsin Legislative Council, September 1, 
2010.  http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lc/committees/study/2010/
PAPI/files/memono2_papi.pdf.
“This Memo describes program integrity provisions relating 
to the Medical Assistance (MA) program and the FoodShare 
program, both of which are administered by the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services (DHS).”

Siciliano, Christopher. “Percentage of Population Receiving 
FoodShare Benefits, Monthly Average, 2007 and 2012.” 
Wisconsin at a Glance WAAG-13-1.  Madison, WI: 
Wisconsin Legislative Reference Bureau, April 2013. 
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lrb/pubs/waag/WAAG-13-1.pdf.

Stuiber, Paul, et al.  FoodShare Benefits Spent 
Outside of Wisconsin. Madison, WI: Wisconsin 
Legislative Audit Bureau, 2012. (361.32/W7d1) 
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lab/reports/12-3full.pdf.

Stuiber, Paul, et al.  FoodShare Wisconsin: Department 
of Health Services.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin 
Legislative Audit Bureau, 2012.  (361.32/W7d2) 
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lab/reports/12-8full.pdf.

Tiehen, Laura, Dean Jolliffe, and  Craig Gundersen. 
“Alleviating Poverty in the United States: The Critical 
Role of SNAP Benefits.” Economic Research Report 
132.  Washington, DC: United States Department of 
Agriculture, Economic Research Service, April 2012.  
www.ers.usda.gov/media/478608/err132_1_.pdf.

United States Congress, House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform.  Food Stamp Fraud as a Business 
Model: USDA’s Struggle to Police Store Owners, Hearing 
Before the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, 
House of Representatives, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, 
Second Session.  Washington, DC: United States Government 
Printing Office, 2012.  www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CHRG-
112hhrg74377/pdf/CHRG-112hhrg74377.pdf.

Tap the Power

legis.wisconsin.gov/lrb/pubs/tapthepower.htm
www.badgerlink.net
www.badgerlink.net
www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/media/podcasts/BartfeldPodcastAugust2012.mp3
www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/media/podcasts/BartfeldPodcastAugust2012.mp3
www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/media/podcasts/BartfeldPodcastTranscript.pdf
www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/media/podcasts/BartfeldPodcastTranscript.pdf
www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/dps/pdfs/dp131606.pdf
www.badgerlink.net
www.badgerlink.net
http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/drupal/system/files/snap_benefits_1.pdf
http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/drupal/system/files/snap_benefits_1.pdf
http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/drupal/system/files/SNAP_Nutrition_Program.pdf
http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/drupal/system/files/SNAP_Nutrition_Program.pdf
www.wpri.org/WIInterest/Vol19No1/Nichols19.1.html
www.cbpp.org/cms/?fa=view&id=3239
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lc/committees/study/2010/PAPI/files/memono2_papi.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lc/committees/study/2010/PAPI/files/memono2_papi.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lrb/pubs/waag/WAAG-13-1.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lab/reports/12-3full.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lab/reports/12-8full.pdf
www.ers.usda.gov/media/478608/err132_1_.pdf
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CHRG-112hhrg74377/pdf/CHRG-112hhrg74377.pdf
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CHRG-112hhrg74377/pdf/CHRG-112hhrg74377.pdf


Legislative Reference Bureau
One East Main Street, Suite 200
Madison, WI 53703
Library Catalog: http://lrbcat.legis.wisconsin.gov/

Continued

For questions or to suggest a topic for future bibliographies:
LRB.Library@legis.wisconsin.gov
Library Circulation Desk: (608) 266-7040
Research Questions: (608) 266-0341

FoodShare and Food Insecurity in Wisconsin

United States Government Accountability Office.  Domestic Food 
Assistance: Complex System Benefits Millions, But Additional 
Efforts Could Address Potential Inefficiency and Overlap 
Among Smaller Programs.  Washington, DC: United States 
Government Accountability Office, April 15, 2010.  GAO-10-
346.  www.gao.gov/products/GAO-10-346.

United States Government Accountability Office.  Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program: Improved Oversight of State 
Eligibility Standards Needed.  Washington, DC: United States 
Government Accountability Office, August 2, 2012. 
www.gao.gov/assets/600/593070.pdf.

Wisconsin Department of Health Services.  Annual Report 
of Hunger in Wisconsin 2012.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services, 2012.  (Hlth Svcs/a)  (library 
use only)
Older editions of this report are also available in the library.

Wisconsin Department of Health Services.  FoodShare Program: 
Preventing Fraud in the FoodShare Program, Report to 
the Legislature.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services, 2011.  http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/jfc/
reports/Documents/2011_03_07_DHS%20Report%20on%20
FoodShare%20Program%283.7.2011%29.pdf.

Wisconsin Department of Health Services.  Study on Adding 
Photo to Wisconsin FoodShare (QUEST) Card.  Madison, 
WI: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, 2012. http://
legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/jfc/reports/Documents/2012_03_22_
DHS%20Study%20to%20JFC%20on%20FoodShare%20
and%20Medicaid%20photo%20cards.pdf.
The FoodShare portion of the report is found on page 6 of the 
pdf.

Wisconsin Division of Public Health.  Food Security in the 
Wisconsin WIC Population, January 2007.  Madison, 
WI: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, 2007. 
http://worldcat.org/oclc/288957057/viewonline.

Wisconsin Legislative Fiscal Bureau.  “FoodShare Wisconsin.” 
Informational Paper 52.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin 
Legislative Fiscal Bureau, 2013. (361.32/W7e/2013)  http://
legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/publications/Informational-Papers/
Documents/2013/52_FoodShare%20Wisconsin.pdf.

Wisconsin Legislative Fiscal Bureau.  “FoodShare Work 
Requirements and Employment and Training Funding (DHS 
– Medical Assistance and FoodShare – Administration).” LFB 
2013-15 Budget Summary.  Joint Committee on Finance Paper 
335.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin Legislative Fiscal Bureau, 2013. 
h t t p : / / l e g i s . w i s c o n s i n . g o v / l f b / p u b l i c a t i o n s /
budget/2013-15%20Budget/Documents/Budget%20
Papers/335.pdf.

Wisconsin Public Health Council, State Health Plan Committee. 
Healthiest Wisconsin 2010 Health Priority, Adequate and 
Appropriate Nutrition: Progress Report. Madison, WI: Wisconsin 
Public Health Council, State Health Plan Committee, 2007. 
http://worldcat.org/archiveobjects/0000071204/viewonline.

Related Web Sites
National Conference of State Legislatures.  “Hunger and 

Nutrition.” Accessed July 25, 2013.  www.ncsl.org/issues-
research/human-services.aspx?tabs=858,53,39#39.
 “[T]he NCSL portal page on hunger and nutrition.”

United States Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition 
Service.
•	 “A Short History of SNAP.”  Accessed July 25, 2013.  

www.fns.usda.gov/snap/rules/Legislation/about.htm.
Provides a timeline of federal legislation relating to SNAP 
and food stamps.

•	 “WIC Food Packages — Regulatory Requirements 
for WIC-Eligible Food.”  Accessed July 23, 2013. 
www.fns .usda .gov /wic /benef i t sandserv ices /
foodpkgregs.htm.

University of Wisconsin-Madison  Applied Population 
Laboratory.  “Wisconsin Counties Poverty and 
Food Insecurity Profiles.” Accessed July 19, 2013. 
www.apl.wisc.edu/poverty_food_security.html.

University of Wisconsin-Madison Institute for Research on 
Poverty.  “Nutrition, Food Assistance, and Poverty.”   Accessed 
July 11, 2013.  www.irp.wisc.edu/research/nutrition.htm.
The site has many additional resources on poverty and food 
insecurity including podcasts and reports.

University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Human Ecology, The 
Applied Population Laboratory, and University of Wisconsin 
Cooperative Extension. “Wisconsin Food Security Project.”  
Accessed July 23, 2013.  http://foodsecurity.wisc.edu.
“The Wisconsin Food Security Project provides localized 
information about the food security infrastructure in Wisconsin. 
The project promotes food security by helping planners and 
policymakers identify strengths and gaps in their communities, 
and by helping service providers and individuals and families 
to locate food-related resources.”

Wisconsin Department of Health Services.
•	 “FoodShare Wisconsin: A Recipe for 

Good Health.” Accessed July 25, 2013. 
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/foodshare/index.htm.
Home page for people seeking FoodShare benefits.

•	 “FoodShare Wisconsin At-a-Glance.”  Accessed 
July 15, 2013.  www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/foodshare/
fsataglance.htm#2000.
“[A] summary document that analyzes FoodShare caseload 
and member demographics in Wisconsin.  Each month, a 
new report is published.”

Wisconsin Legislative Council.  “Special Committee on Public 
Assistance Program Integrity.”  Accessed August 1, 2013. 
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lc/committees/study/2010/PAPI/
index.html.
Materials from the study committee’s work on public 
assistance program integrity, including memos, reports, and 
recommended legislation.

http://lrbcat.legis.wisconsin.gov
mailto:LRB.Library@legis.wisconsin.gov
www.gao.gov/products/GAO-10-346
www.gao.gov/assets/600/593070.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/jfc/reports/Documents/2011_03_07_DHS%20Report%20on%20FoodShare%20Program%283.7.2011%29.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/jfc/reports/Documents/2011_03_07_DHS%20Report%20on%20FoodShare%20Program%283.7.2011%29.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/jfc/reports/Documents/2012_03_22_DHS%20Study%20to%20JFC%20on%20FoodShare%20and%20Medicaid%20photo%20cards.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/jfc/reports/Documents/2012_03_22_DHS%20Study%20to%20JFC%20on%20FoodShare%20and%20Medicaid%20photo%20cards.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/jfc/reports/Documents/2012_03_22_DHS%20Study%20to%20JFC%20on%20FoodShare%20and%20Medicaid%20photo%20cards.pdf
http://worldcat.org/oclc/288957057/viewonline
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/publications/Informational-Papers/Documents/2013/52_FoodShare%20Wisconsin.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/publications/Informational-Papers/Documents/2013/52_FoodShare%20Wisconsin.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/publications/Informational-Papers/Documents/2013/52_FoodShare%20Wisconsin.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/publications/budget/2013-15%20Budget/Documents/Budget%20Papers/335.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/publications/budget/2013-15%20Budget/Documents/Budget%20Papers/335.pdf
http://worldcat.org/archiveobjects/0000071204/viewonline
www.ncsl.org/issues-research/human-services.aspx?tabs=858,53,39#39
www.ncsl.org/issues-research/human-services.aspx?tabs=858,53,39#39
www.fns.usda.gov/snap/rules/Legislation/about.htm
www.fns.usda.gov/wic/benefitsandservices/foodpkgregs.htm
www.fns.usda.gov/wic/benefitsandservices/foodpkgregs.htm
www.apl.wisc.edu/poverty_food_security.html
www.irp.wisc.edu/research/nutrition.htm
http://foodsecurity.wisc.edu
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/foodshare/index.htm
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/foodshare/fsataglance.htm#2000
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/foodshare/fsataglance.htm#2000
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lc/committees/study/2010/PAPI/index.html
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lc/committees/study/2010/PAPI/index.html

