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Hunting and fishing are Wisconsin traditions that have been passed down from one generation to the next.  As Wisconsin has developed 
throughout the years, so too have the laws and regulations governing these two sports. Challenges like Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), 
urbanization, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), and Asian carp have led to new management techniques and stronger conservation 
efforts.  The following resources offer up-to-date information on recent changes in rules and regulations along with current trends in 
conservation and management styles.

Anderson, Jason. “Earn-a-Buck Repeal and Hunting Season 
Regulations – 2011 Act 50.”  Legislative Briefs 11-2.  Madison, 
WI: Wisconsin Legislative Reference Bureau, 2011. http://
legis.wisconsin.gov/lrb/pubs/lb/11lb2.pdf.
Brief overview on the Earn-a-Buck repeal, deer hunting 
regulations, and Chronic Wasting Disease.

Berens, Jean.  Guide to Wisconsin Trout Fishing Regulations 
2013-2014. Madison, WI: Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources, 2013. (799.3/W7a9/pt.3/2013/2014) 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/documents/regulations/
TroutRegsText1314.pdf.

Bosanko, Dave.  Fish of Wisconsin: Field Guide. Cambridge, 
MN: Adventure Publications, 2007.  (on order)
Illustrated guide to Wisconsin fish printed on waterproof paper.

Crowley, Keith.  Gordon MacQuarrie: The Story of an Old Duck 
Hunter.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 
2003. (HistS/g) (library use only)
Biography of Gordon MacQuarrie, an avid outdoorsman, 
conservationist, and the first outdoor editor of the Milwaukee 
Journal.

Kitchell, Jessica, and Brian Dhuey, comps. Wisconsin Wildlife 
Surveys 22, no. 5. (August 2012).  (799/W7c5/2012/Aug.)
Compilation of wildlife reports. Includes surveys and statistics 
from small game, big game, waterfowl, furbearers, and 
nongame populations.

Kline, Kathleen Schmitt, Ronald M. Bruch, and Frederick P. 
Binkowki.  People of the Sturgeon: Wisconsin’s Love Affair 
with an Ancient Fish.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin Historical 
Society Press, 2009.  (HistS/p)  (library use only)
Chronicles the history of sturgeon in Wisconsin through 
stories and interviews. Focuses on their near extinction 
from overfishing and habitat loss to their resurgence from 
conservation efforts by the DNR and other groups.

Kroll, James C., David C. Guynn, Jr., and Gary L. Alt.  Final 
Report and Recommendations by Wisconsin White-Tailed 
Deer Trustee and Review Committee. Madison, WI: Wisconsin 
Department of Administration, 2012. http://doa.wi.gov/secy/
documents/final_report_recommendations13.pdf.
Final report and recommendations on managing the white-
tailed deer population in Wisconsin.

Leopold, Aldo.  Game Management.  Madison, WI: University of 
Wisconsin Press, 1986.  (799/L55)

“With this book, published more than a half-century ago, Aldo 
Leopold created the discipline of wildlife management. For 
more than forty years it was the leading textbook in the field, 
and today it still offers a perspective lacking in modern texts.”

Malison, Jeffrey A., and Christopher F. Hartleb, eds.  Best 
Management Practices for Aquaculture in Wisconsin and the 
Great Lakes Region.  Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin 
Sea Grant Institute, 2005.  (799.3/W7f3)  www.aqua.wisc.edu/
publications/ProductDetails.aspx?productID=485.

Meine, Curt.  Aldo Leopold: His Life and Work.  Madison, WI: 
University of Wisconsin Press, 1988. (622/M47)
Biography of Aldo Leopold.

Petchenik, Jordan.  Landowner Response to Chronic Wasting 
Disease and its Management in Wisconsin’s Southwest Disease 
Eradication Zone.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources, Bureau of Integrated Science Services, 
2006.  (799/W7i2)
“This report represents an ongoing effort by the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources to bring the opinions and 
concerns of Wisconsin hunters and landowners to the chronic 
wasting disease management decision-making table.”

Pevar, Stephen L.  The Rights of Indians and Tribes.  4th ed.  New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2012. (353.25/P46)
Uses a question-and-answer format to provide a clear and 
easy to understand explanation of Indian laws for government 
officials and tribal advocates. Includes a chapter on hunting 
and fishing rights.

Salwey, Mary Kay.  Learning to Hunt: Hosting a Hunting-
Based Outdoor Skills Event in Your Community.  Madison, 
WI: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 2005. 
(799/W7c9)
A guide to teaching hunting basics to younger generations. 
Covers a wide range of topics, including gun safety, bow 
hunting, field dressing, and canoeing.

United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  “Midwest Region: 
Wisconsin.”  2011 State Briefing Book. www.fws.gov/
midwest/documents/statebooks/wisconsin.pdf.
An overview of Wisconsin’s conservation, wildlife 
management, and sport restoration efforts.

Waller, Donald M., and Thomas P. Rooney, eds.  The Vanishing 
Present: Wisconsin’s Changing Lands, Waters, and Wildlife. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008.  (623/W15)
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Examines how Wisconsin’s lands, waters, and wildlife 
have changed in response to continued development and 
urbanization.

Weeks, Jennifer. “Fish Farming.” CQ Researcher 17, no. 27 
(2007): 625-648. (799.3/C761b)
Examines the issues surrounding fish farming. Focuses on if 
farmed fish are safe to eat, their effects on the environment, 
and if genetically engineered fish should be commercialized.

Willging, Robert C.  On the Hunt: The History of Deer Hunting in 
Wisconsin.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 
2008.  (799/W66)

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  Choose Wisely 2012: 
A Health Guide for Eating Fish in Wisconsin.  Madison, WI: 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 2012. (799.3/
W7k1/2012)  http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/documents/
fishadvisoryweb2012low.pdf. —pamphlet

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  The Wisconsin 
Fishing Report.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources, 2013. http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/
documents/outreach/WIFishReport2013Web.pdf.
“A detailed newspaper of fishing in Wisconsin waters and 
fishing forecasts for the coming year.”

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  Wisconsin Natural 
Resources.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources, 1977-2013.  (NatR/w)  (library use only)
Bimonthly magazine focusing on outdoor activities and 
wildlife in Wisconsin. The library has issues starting from 
1977 to the present.

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  Wisconsin Record 
Fish List.  Madison, WI: Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources, 2013.  http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/documents/
recordfish/Wirfish2.pdf.
List of current record holders for fish caught in Wisconsin. 
Details include weight, length, when, and where they were 
caught.

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  
Wisconsin Turkey Hunter’s Guide.  Madison, WI: 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 2004. 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/hunt/documents/turkguide.pdf.

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  Wisconsin’s 
Chronic Wasting Disease Response Plan: 2010-2025. 
Madison, WI: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 
2010.  http://knowcwd.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=KQh-
AFDGUFs%3d&tabid=69&mid=423.

Wisconsin Trappers Association.  Mammal Tracks on Wisconsin. 
Madison, WI: Wisconsin Trappers Association, Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources, 1983. (799/W7i) 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/trap/documents/mtracks.pdf.
A guide to common furbearer tracks in Wisconsin featuring 
tracking tips and illustrations.

Related Web Sites
Chronic Wasting Disease Alliance. “Chronic Wasting Disease 

Alliance.”  Accessed May 10, 2013.  www.cwd-info.org/. 
An alliance of nonprofit wildlife conservation organizations 
providing information and resources on CWD.

United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  “U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service: Conserving the Nature of America.”  Accessed May 
14, 2013.  www.fws.gov.
Offers information on conservation, development, and 
management of fish and wildlife resources.

University of Wisconsin Extension Service.  “Wildlife: Ecology 
and Damage Management.”  Accessed May 17, 2013. 
http://wildlifedamage.uwex.edu.

University of Wisconsin-Madison, UW-Extension.  “Hunters 
Network of Wisconsin.” Accessed May 24, 2013. 
http://huntersnetwork.org.
“Hunters’ Network of Wisconsin is an organization dedicated 
to helping hunting and wildlife conservation groups recruit and 
retain new hunters to maintain Wisconsin’s hunting heritage 
along with the social, environmental, and economic benefits 
it provides.”

Wisconsin Department of Health Services.  
“Eating Safe Fish.” Revised April 29, 2013. 
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/eh/Fish/index.htm.
Provides resources to help determine safe consumption 
levels for fish caught in Wisconsin, including information on 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and mercury.

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
• “Asian Carp Control Efforts.”  Accessed May 10, 2013. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/news/mediakits/mk_carpcontrol.asp.
• “Fishing Wisconsin.”  Accessed May 7, 2013. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing.
Offers online purchase of licenses along with resources and 
information on fishing in Wisconsin.

• “Hunting in Wisconsin.”  Accessed May 7, 2013. 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/hunt.
Online services include enrollment for classes, purchase of 
hunting licenses, permit applications, and general resources 
and information on hunting and regulations.

• “Know CWD.”  Accessed May 7, 2013. 
http://knowcwd.com.
Information on Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in 
Wisconsin.

Wisconsin Wildlife Federation. “Wisconsin Wildlife Federation.” 
Accessed May 24, 2013.  www.wiwf.org.
“The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation is the only statewide 
organization dedicated to protecting fish and wildlife habitat, 
fishing, hunting, trapping, and other outdoor sports and 
recreational opportunities. We develop and advance policies 
that protect fish and wildlife habitat, and that promote public 
access to land and water for outdoor recreation.”
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