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Youth Homelessness in the United States affects an estimated 1.6 million youth between the ages of 12 and 17 each year. Homeless
youth are individuals under the age of 18 who lack parental, foster, or institutional care. These young people are sometimes referred
to as “unaccompanied” youth. Homeless youth face many challenges on the streets. Few homeless youth are housed in emergency
shelters as a result of lack of shelter beds for youth, shelter admission policies, and a preference for greater independence. Because of
their age, homeless youth have few legal means by which they can earn enough money to meet basic needs. This bibliography provides
resources related to the causes, consequences, and scope of youth homelessness and an overview of related programs and policies.

Anft, Michael. “Gay and Homeless Can Be a Tough Sell to Grant  Hendricks, George, and William Barkley. “Necessary, But

Makers.” Chronicle of Philanthropy 25, no. 1 (2012): 41.
Available full text through www.badgerlink.net.

Research finds that gay and transgender youth are over-
represented among homeless youth, comprising anywhere
between 20 and 39 percent of the total homeless youth
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federally mandated transportation for homeless students.

Nunez, Ralph da Costa. “A Shelter is Not a Home... Or Is It? New
Communities of Opportunity.” In Homelessness in America:
Solutions to Homelessness. Edited by Robert Hartmann
McNamara. 3 vols: 17-29. Westport, CT: Pracger Publishers,
2008. (361.3/M23/pt.3)

Perl, Libby, et al Homelessness: Targeted Federal

Programs and Recent Legislation. Washington, DC:
Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress, 2012.
www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL30442.pdf.
With very little affordable housing being built, shelters have
become one of the only housing options low-income families
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