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LOWERING THE VOTING AGE - A STUDY OF STATE AND_FEDERAL ACTION
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Four states now permit persons under 21 to vote. Georgla and
Kentucky place the age at 18, Alaska at 19 and Hawaii at 20.

Many forelgn countriles use a different age than 21. Many Latin
American countries place the age at 18 while in Turkey 1t is 22,
In the Netherlands 1t is 23 and in Denmark and Italy it is 25.

Virtually every state has considered the problem, but except for
the 4 which now have 1t, the lower voting age has been turned
down by elther the Legislature or the people.

Congress has congidered amending the Constitution to permit vot-
Ing before 21.

No less than 15 proposals to lower the voting age have been con-
gidered in Wisconsin,

In Wisconsin the voting age could be lowered by amending the
Constlitution or by a statutory change approved by a referendum
of the people.

Many organizations and prominent people have espoused this move-~
ment, but legislatures have been almost unlformly opposed.

Studies in Kentucky fall to reveal that younger people are more
apt to vote or that thelr voting habits are any different than
thoge of their elders.

Advocates of the measure suggest that people old enough to fight
for thelr country are old enough to vote, but opponents suggest -
that fighting and voting require different skills,

Those who favor the proposal suggest that younger people are
better prepared today to assume active citizenship while those
opposed suggest that socliety ls so much more complex today that
it requires longer to become prepared.

Opponents fear that young people would be influenced by their
elders while proponents believe that early voting would help
young people to assume responsibility.

It appears that at leagt at the moment this wilill remain a problem
for each state to solve,
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LOWERING THE VOTING AGE - A STUDY OF STATE AND FEDERAL ACTION*

INTRODUCTION

Since 1943 nearly every state in the Union has considered the
question of lowering the voting age from 21 to 20 or 19 or 18 years
of age. But so far only 4 states have actually reduced the age.
These are Georgia, Kentucky and the 2 new states of Alaska and
Hawali. According to a 1960 survey by the Library of Congress, the
Legislatures in at least 47 states have considered the matter, and
in some states the proposal has come up repeatedly before the Leg-
iglature. On the federal level a number of proposals have been
introduced into Congress to amend the Unlited States Constitution to
prohibit the states from denying the vote to persons over 18,

The 18-year-old vote issue has received widespread support
from organizgations and high ranking public leaders., The curious
part of it is that legislative action on this matter has not pro-
gregsed as far as one would expect considering the popularity of
the issue. Veterans!' groups such as the American Leglon and Vet-
erans of PForeign Wars at one time urged the extension of suffrage
with the slogan "old enough to fight, old enough to vote." Both
the Democratic and Republican national chairmen endorsed the idea
in 1952, President Eisenhower recommended it in his 1954 State of
the Union address. President Kennedy has supported the principle as
have presidential candidates Nixon and Stevenson, and a number of
Governors, A New York Times poll of 1952 revealed that 29 Gover-
nors favored the measure, 7 opposed it and 12 had not reached a de-
clsion., The Model State Constitution by the National Municipal
League recommends the 18-year-old vote,

Although most states adhere to the 21 age minimum standard, it
1s not a standard universally held. Few would argue that individ-
uals automatically attain maturity at 21; and zome asgert that
chronological age bears only a slight relationship with political
intelligence. Nevertheless, governments must set a minimum age
qualification for the exercise of the serious responsibility of the
franchige. The 2l-year standard was used in early English common
law. Ancient Athens set the minimum age for voting at 18 and Rome
at 25, Some variations are found among countries today. Among
those with an 18-year minimum are some Iatin American countries,
Argentina, Brazll, Ecuador, Guatemala, Paraguay and Peru. Czecho-
slovakia, Yugoslavia, Poland and the USSR also use the 18-year-old
standard., A few nations place the minimum above 21 such as Turkey
with 22, Netherlands with 23, and Denmark and Italy with 25-year

minimams,
WHO DETERMINES MINIMUM AGE FOR VOTING: STATE OR FEDERAL?

The power to determine qualification of voters has been re-
served To the states subject to a few limitatlions imposed by the
federal government. Article I, Section 2, of the U.S. Constitution

states:

*Prepared by Kathleen R. Kepner, Research Assoclate, Wisconsin
Leglslative Reference Library.
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"The House of Representatives shall be composed of members
chosen every second year by the people of the several
States, and the electors in each State shall have the
gualifications requisite for electors of the most num-
erous branch of the State legislature."

The 17th Amendment appliies the same provision to the election of
U.S. Senators. The sgtates, therefore, have been free to set quali-
fications for voting limited only by the Bbthand 19th Amendments
(denial of the right to vote on account of race and sex respec-

tively). .

The right of 2l-year-olds to vote is mentioned specifically in
Article 14, Section 8, of the U.S. Constitution. Paraphrased, the
section declares that when the right to vote 1In certain elections 1s
denied to any of the male ilnhabltants "21 years of age, and citizens
of the United States", except for rebellion or other crime, the
bagis of representation shall be reduced proportionately. For al-
most a century the penalty provided in this provision has been
ignored.

CONGRESSIONAL ACTTION

Proposals to amend the U.S. Constlitution have been introduced
into Congress since the outbreak of World War II and the draft of
young men under the Selective Service Act of 1942, see particularly
the 78th, 83rd and 87th Congresses.

The question of amending the U.S. Constitution actually in-
cludes 2 issues: sl) Should suffrage be extended to include 18 to
2l-year-olds? and (2) Is it proper for the federal government to
legislate on a matter which has by tradition been left to the
states? BSome representatives have obJjected to the legislation on
the grounds that 1t infringes upon states! rights, This is the vilew
of the Kennedy administration according to the testimony by Asslst-
ant Attorney General Katzenbach:

"...1t should be noted that voting qualifications have
traditionally been left for the States to determine,
and it may be that each State 18 in a better posgition

- to Judge the age guallificatlons of 1its voters than are
people who do not live and reslde within the State.
For this reason the administration, while thoroughly
believing in the competence of 18-year-olds to dis-
charge thelr civie responsgibllities as voters, 1s of
the view that this Judgment should continue to be
left to the States.'l

Four resolutions introduced into the 87th Congress provide for
an amendment to the U.S. Constitution: S.J. Res. 20 by Senator
Kefauver, S.J. Res. 54 by Senator Dirksen, S.J. Res. 67 by Senator
Keating and S.J. Res. 71 by Senator Randolph and Senator Byrd.

The latter 3 amendments are identical, and the text follows in

part:

1Hearings before Subcommittee on Constltutiomnal Amendments, Com-
mittee on Judiciary, U.S. Senate, 87th Cong., lst Sess., p. 370.

-2 -
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"SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United States,
who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall
not be denied or abridged by the United States or by
any State on account of age. The Congress shall have
power tﬂ enforce this article by appropriate legisla-
tion...

Several bills were also introduced into the 87th Congress to
lower the age qualifications for electors in the District of Colum-
bia, H,R. 7144 and 8. 1883. Nelther have come to a vote in either
house so far. Another bill relating to elections 1in the District,
H.R. 8444, contained a provision for lowering the age minimum,

This bill passed Congress buf the age provigion was struck out by

an amendment.
HOW CAN THE STATES LOWER THE AGE QUALIFICATION FOR VOTING?

Speclfic age qualifiications for voting are embodied in all
State Congtitutions except West Virginials Constitution which pro-
hibits "minors" from voting, the word "minors" being defined by
statute, Therefore, any change in the age qualification would have
to take the form of a constitutional amendment unless otherwise
provided. The difficulty here is that the amending procedure of
the various states entails more than merely pasgsing a law by ma-
Jority vote of the Leglslature, Often times, a proposal to amend
the Constitution must be passed by a large maJjority of each house--
two-thirds or three-fifths vote 1in some cases., Then it must be
submitted for approval to the people in a referendum, Too, some
states require that the proposal be approved by 2 successive
ILegislatures (as in Wisconsin) before submission to a referendum.

The 1960 survey of the states by the Library Congress gives
a number of cases where the amendment lost due to these restric-
tions--cases in which both houses passed the measure but one house
did not have the constitutional majority, or it lost in the refer-
endum or the succeeding Legislature failled to approve upon second
consideration. This may be one of the reasons why the proposal has
not gained much headway.

AMENDING PROCEDURE IN WISCONSIN

Article III, Section 1, of the Wiscongin Conatitution pro-
vides that every person of the age of 21 years or upwards shall
be deemed a qualified elector at such election. Subsection (3)
of Section 1 sets out a unigue procedure for extending suffrage:

Article III, Section 1

"(3) The leglslature may at any time extend, by law, the right
of suffrage to persons not herein enumerated; but no such
law shall be in force until the same shall have been sub-
mitted to a vote of the people at a general election, and
approved by a majorlty of all the votes cast on that ques-
tion at such electlon; and provided further, that the
legislature may provide for the registration of electors,
and prescribe proper rules and regulations therefor."

-3 -
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This provision simplifies the amending procedure in Wisconsin,
It enables the Legislature to pass a law by simple majority and
submit it to the people for approval. The Wisconsin Constitution
may be amended by 2 methods: approval by majority vote of 2 con~-
secutive sessions of the Legislature and then approval by a ref-
erendum vote, or approval by a constitutional convention and a
referendum vote,

The proposals to lower the age for voting have taken 2 forms:
Jjoint resolutions to amend the Constitution, and simple bills to
submit the question to the electorate for approval (see appendix for
1llustration of each form}, Recently the Attorney CGeneral delivered
an opinion to the Assembly on thils matter 1n connection with Bill
No, 46,A., 1961, proposing to extend suffrage to those 18 years old
and above by using the speclal procedure contained in Article III,
Section 1, The opinion concluded that "The voting franchise can
be expanded and extended to new classes of persons by the legisla-
ture, subject to a referendum, but it cannot be restricted in this

way." (50 OAG 50, May 8, 1961)

.. The Wisconsin provisions, relating to qualifications to vote,
have been amended by this specilal process on 2 geparate occaslons:
in 1849 by Chapter 137 when the Legislature extended the right to
vote to Negroes, and in 1885 by Chapter 211 when women were allowed
to vote on school matters. These laws were upheld by the State
Supreme Court.

STATES WHICH HAVE LOWERED THE VOTING AGE

In 1943 Georgila became the first state to lower the age quali-
fications for voting to 18, The constitutional amendment was ap-
proved in a referendum by a large majority: yes, 42,284; no,
19,687. In 1955 Kentucky amended its Constitution to permit 18-
year-olds to vote. The new states of Alaska and Hawail entered the
Union In 1959 with lower voting age provisions In their respective

Constitutions.

While Georgia and Kentucky set the minimum age for voting at
18, Alaska and Hawail have used a 19 and 20 minimum respectively.
In Hawall 20 is the age of majority at which time a person may
enter into contracts, sue and be suved, enter marriage without
parental consent, ete,

ATTEMPTS TO LOWER VOTING AGE IN OTHER STATES

Practically all the other states have considered lowering the
voting age and there are a number of cages in which the proposal
narrowly missed passage. The Legislaturesin the 3 states listed
below pagsed the amendment but 1t was subsequently defeated in a
referendum., The South Dakota ILegislature passed the amendment and
submltted the question to the people in a referendum on 2 separate
occasions, In 1952 the proposed amendment lost by only 685 votes:
no, 128,916; yes, 128,231, A reversal of public feeling was indi-
cated in the decislive defeat of the amendment in the 1958 referen-

dum by a vote of 137,942 to 71,033.
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States That Have Defeated in Referenda the Propogal

to Lower Voting Age from 21 (1943-1960)

Proposed Age

State Minimum Year
Idaho o 19 1960
Oklahoma 18 1952
South Dakota 18 1952

L " 18 1958

Source: Study prepared by Walter Kravitz, legislatlve Reference
Service, Library of Congress, March 28, 1961,

Some 14 other states have approved the proposal in at least

one house of the Legislature.

Both houses of the Indlana Legisla-

ture approved of the amendment in 1945 and 1953, but the amendment
was defeated in both cases when the next succeeding Legislature
failed to act on its second consideration as required for constitu-
This happened in Pennsylvania, too, when the 1957
Legislature approved the proposed amendment. The 1957 Tennessee
Legislature passed the amendment but the 1959 Legislature instead

of acting on the amendment itself called a constltutional convention
to consider the amendment along with 3 other measures. The conven-
tion voted decisively 60 to 33 to leave the age provision for voting

tional amendments.

unchanged.

14 States in Which at Ieast a Single House of the legislature

Hag Voted in ravor of Lowering the voting Age, l1OH3-601

State Year
ATKANSAS .....1003
Delaware .....1953
1955
Florida ......1951
1955
Indiana .,....1945
1953

Montana ......1957
Nevada .,.....1953
New York .....1l943
Ohio ..‘......1959
OXegon .eesq.1955
Pennsylvania,.1957

Tennessee ...,1957

Utah 00----.0-1955
Washlngton ...1955
Wigsconsin ....1043
1945
1953
1959

1
table,

Passed Passed
by House by Senate

O......X

.‘....‘X

sesssscavessesssessse X {Lacked constitutional
ma jority in House)

cocense X taviencnnnas (Defeated in Senate)

..I.Il....’.l.‘.l..lllx

cnesrss X vevessannes X (Failed in next Legisla-
ture )

.“.‘.'X.‘.'..".'.X " " l' 'l

cevecns X viverencnas (Defeated in Senate)

.......X

.....‘.X

‘....'lX

.’l........‘l'.....llx

cecesee X tveeesenees X (Falled in next lLegisla-
ture )

vessens X ersaseensss X (Failed in constitutional
convention)

COICCCCX

‘.‘O..OX

...‘IC'X

......Q‘_‘.............X

.."...X

ooo;--ox

There are probably more instances than those enumérated ln the

Source: Study prepared by Walter Kravitz, Legislative Reference
Service, Library of Congress, March 28, 1961. Information
on Wisconsin added, _
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HISTORY OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT IN WISCONSIN

In Wisconsin the proposed amendment to lower the voting age
has come before the lLegislature 15 times since 1943, but it has _
never passed both houses of the Legislature. The Assembly approved
of i1t on 3 separate occasions in 1943, 1953 and 1959; and the Sen-
ate approved 1t once in 1945, The interesting reversal of feeling
about the matter 1s again revealed in Wisconsin when the 1943 Assem-
bly approved of the measure by a vote 55 to 29; the Senate noncon-
curred in it, Yet only 2 years later the Senate favored it by a
2 to 1 vote (22 to 10) and the Assembly nonconcurred in 1t by a
vote 48 to 39. The chart on the following page glves the history
of the various measures lntroduced into the Wisconsin Legislature.

VOTING BEHAVIOR OF 18 TO 20-YEAR-OLDS

"How do 18-year-olds vote?" is a recurring question. The
proponents of lowering the age affirm theilr belief In the ldealism
of youth and their recent educational attainments; the critlcs
point out that the immaturlity of youth subjects them more easily
to 1nfluence and unreasonableness. Even though 4 states now have
lowered the voting age, little is actually known about the voting

behavior of this group.

The Politlical Sclence Department of the Universlty of Kentucky
has made 2 studies of the voting behavior of Kentucky youth between
the ages of 18 and 21. One survey was made of the voting partici-
pation of college and high school students in the 1956 and 1957
elections, the first 2 years after the voting age was lowered.
Some evlidence ig given that the level of particilpation is higher
for the group between 18 and 21 years old as compared to the level
of voting of the general electorate. This wasg apparently true in
Kentucky at the outset of 18-21 year old voting law as demon-
strated in the 1956 presidential elections. However, the study
concludes that "The enthusiasm of eighteen to twenty-one year old
Kentucky residents for registering and voting is dlsappearing
gince thelr large initial vote in the 1956 presidential election.
Thelr voting participation is probably not greater than 1s evi-
denced by the older part of the population..." Another finding
of the survey was that the young people in the group did not vote
in accordance wilth thelr party registration. A majority of them
voted a split ticket, A second survey on a much smaller scale
was made for the 1959 elections, and its results generally sub-
stantiate the first survey--that there 1s no great difference
between the levels of registration and voting of college students

and the general electorate.
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Legislation Introduced into the Wisconsin Legislature

to Lower the Age for Voting 1943-1961

Jt.Res, Bill Proposed Asseémbly Action and Vote Senate Action and Vote
Year No. No. Ape Minimum Author(s) When Given When Given
1943 30,4 18 Catlin, Jr. Adopted 55-29 Nonconcurred in
80,3 18 Leverich None Ruled out of orderl
1945 9,A 18 Collar Returned to author None
24, A 18 Schaeffer Refused to order engrossed None
8,3 18 Leverich, Fellenz Nonconcurred in A48-39 Adopted 22.10
1047 18,A 18 Betts, B.A, Clark, Passage refused 48-44 None
Dancy, Harper, Mockrud,
Sengstock
1951 132,5 18 Gettelman, Krueger, None Indefinitely postponed
Leverich, LaFond,
Dempsey
]
~1 1953 39,A 18 Merz, 0'Connell, Adopted 64.15 Nonconcurred in
i Wicklund
5984 19 Committee on Mfg. Returned to author None
and Commerce?
1955 1,4 18 Windrow Indefinitely postponed 52-38 None
1844 18 C.Brown Refused to order engrossed, Wone
5238
1959 52,4 20 Belting, Calvert, Indefinitely postponed None
Crawford, Haase, Merriam,
Morton, Stauffer, Wackett
63,4 18 Harper Passed by voice vote Noneoncurred in 16-17
1961 32,A 19 Mathews Indefinitely postponed 66-22 None
61,4 18 Harper Indefinitely postponed 54-42 None

1Ruled out of order because a like resolution had been previously rejected at this sessiocn.

2Tntroduced by committee but bill was drafted by request of Assemblyman Hutnik.
Indexes to the Wisconsin Legislative Journals,

Source:
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ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST LOWERING THE VOTING AGE

Many of the arguments for and against lowering the voting age
deal directly or indirectly with the question "do you think that
18, 19 or 20 year olds are capable of voting as intelligently as the
rest of the electorate?? Since there ig no known test to determine
what is "intelligent voting" the answers to this question invariably
involve a value Jjudgment of these young people as a group. This may
be one reason why public opinlon has wavered so much on this issue.
For example, in times of war when young men are going off to fight,
they are held in higher esteem than the same age group would be in
times of peace,

Furthermore, 1t 1s difficult, if not impossible, to evaluate a
group of 18, 19 and 20-year-olds comprising a cross section of the
entire population, There are great individual differences in terms
of native intelllgence, maturity, educational opportunity and inter-
est in government. -

It is interesting to note that 2 Wisconsin Governors have taken
the opposite positions on the question of the maturity of 18 to 20~
year-olds as a group. Former Governor Walter J. Kohler, Jr., com-
mented that while some 18-year olds were as mature as 49-year olds
"the chances are that having the necessary good Judgment and the in-
formatlion necessary to make a good political choice 1s less likely
at 18 than at 21." (New York Times, 1/22/54) On the other hand,
Governor Gaylord Nelson ln a letter to a constituent said "I believe
that the voting age should be lowered to 18 since I think that at
that age boys and girls are mature enough to be able to vote intel-

ligently."

Two Wisconsin Leglslators wrote editorilals in 1959 glving thelr
views for and against the 18-year-old vote as proposed in Bill
No, 63,A., Wiscongln Leglslature, 1959, Taken trom the Wisconsin
State Journal, April 2, 1959, they appear below.

A Wisconsin Legilslator!s Arguments For:

"I gincerely belleve that Wisconsin should allow its 18.year-
old cltizens to vote.

"Many of them are taxpayers, many have fémilies, and all of
them (male) are subject to serve their state and nation in the mili-
tary services., They are entitled to have a voice in determining how

the government ls run. _

"But even of greater ilmportance 1s the fact that at present
there 1ls a three~year lag between the time these citizens graduate
from high school and the time they become eligible to vote, While i1n
school, they study the 1lssues, become Informed of society!s problems,
and begln to take an interest in governmental operatlon.

"But they are forced to walt three years before they can take an
active part in government. Naturally they begin to lose interest
and by the time they become 21 a surprisingly small number of them
ever register to vote, We would have a more active electorate if
they started at 18 and then continued without interruption.

8 -8 -
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~ "We all say that we must bulld the future of our state and na-
tion on these young cltlzens and I believe they will be far better
able to accomplish this purpose if we allow them to take an active
part when they are studying these problems and are interested in

governmental operations,"

A Wisconsin Legislator's Arguments Against:

"The voting age is loglecally set at 21 years to coincide with
the age whereby a person legally becomes an adult and hasg legal
privileges and responsibllities of majority.

"The years up to 21 are considered the development or learning

years,
responglbllitlies as a citizen.

The period 1s deslgned to prepare the person to take on his

"While many of our youths under 21 have mature Jjudgments, most
of them have not had the practical experience to make independent,

mature decislons.

"There 1s no strong feeling to lower the voting age.

"Only one state (Georgia) has made the change although about

40 states have considered the issue.

There hags never been any

strong demand to lower the age in Wisconsin.

"It is illogical to say that the voting age should be lowered

because 18-year-olds pay taxes or serve in the armed forces.

To

pay taxes or be in service does not necessarily indicate maturity.
They also can be in service and pay taxes at 17 years and no one

suggests lowering 1t to that age.

"Woting privileges should be glven to the responsible citizens

with experience ag adults.

A foolish, lmmature vote cancels out

one vote cast by the most responsible citizen in the state,"

Some of the More Common Arguments For and Against

For

1. 01d enough to fight, old
enough to vote. If a young man
is drafted, he should be glven
a voice in government.

2., Young people today are better
educated than a generation ago.
Modern schools and the wldespread
media of communication keeps them
better informed,

3. Young people would benefit
from an earlier exXperience in
public affairs 1f encouraged to
vote when they are Jjust finish-
ing high school., They would also
bring fresh viewpoints into pol-
itics and government,

Agalnst

1. Fighting and voting do not re-
quire the same skills. Fighting
1ls done under orders and direc-
tion wlth a virtual relinquish-
ment of personal regponsibility.

2, Society is more complex today
and it takes as long or longer
to prepare for responsible citi-
zenshlp,

3. Young people would be unduly
influenced by parents, teachers,
pressure groups, etec. They are
not mature enough to make inde-~
pendent Jjudgments.

-9 -
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4, Four states have set the vot~
lng age below 21 with apparently
no adverse results,

5. There are many examples of
laws conferring special respon-
sibility on young people in the
18-20 category; driver's llcense,
marriage without parental consent
for girls. In Wisconsin a child
for juvenile court and public as-
glstance purposes includes only
thoge under 18,
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APPENDIX 1.
JT. RES, NO, 39, A.

March 12, 1953--Introduced by Messrs. 0!CONNELL, MERTZ and
WICKLUND, Referred to Committee on Elections.

JOINT RESOLUTION
To amend section 1 (introductorj paragraph) and section 2 of

arﬁicle III of the constitution, providing that persons of 18

years or more shall be electors. '

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That section 1
(introductory paragraph) and section 2 of article III of the con-
stitution are amended to read:

(Article III) Section 1, (introductory paragraph). Every person,
-of the age of twensy~sne elghteen years or upwards, belonging to
elther of the following classes, who shall have resided in the state
for one year next preceding any election, and in the election dis-
trict where he of'fers to vote such time ag may be prescribed by the
legislature, not exceeding thirty days, shall be deemed a qualified
elector at such election:

Section 2., No person under guardilanship, except a persaon of the

age of eighteen years or more and under guardlansghip only bhecauge

of being a minor, non compos mentis or insane shall be qualified

to vote at any electlion; nor shall any person convicted of treason
or felony be qualified to vote at any election unless restored to
clvil rights, Be 1t further |

Resolved, Tha; the foregoing proposed amendment to the constitu-~
tion be published for three months preceding the next general elec-
tion, and is hereby referred to the 1égislature to be chosen at

such election,
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APPENDIX 2.
NO. 32, A,

Januvary 18, 196l1--Introduced by Mr. MATHEWS,
Referred to Commlttee on Judiciary,

A BILL

To amend 6,01 {1) and 6,185 (5) of the statutes, relating to extend-
Ing the right to vote to personsg of the age of 19 years and
upwards.,

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and
assembly, do enact as follows:

SECTION 1, 6,01 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.01 (1) Every citizen of the United States of the age of-2%1 19
years or upwards, who shaii-have has resided in the state one year
next preceding any election, and In the election districts or pre-
cinct where he offers to votes for 10 days, shall be deemed an eli-
glble elector, Any citizen of The Unlted States of the age of 21
19 years or upwards, who shaii-have has resilded in the state one
year or more and who skhaii-have has Teslded 1n an electlon district
or precinct less than 10 days neXT preceding eny election shall be
entitled to vote at such election 1n the election district or pre-
cinct In this state where he was last a qualified elector.

. SECTION 2. 6.185 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.185 (5) Any person who 18 not swemby-twe 20 years of age be~
fore the date when the regilstration is required to be corrected,
and who will, i1f he lives until the day of the election, attain the
age of swensy-ere~ 19 years on or before such day, shall have his
name included in such registration 1f he be is otherwise qualified
to be an elector,

SECTION 3, Whenever the age "21" appears in sectlons 6,16 (2},
6.18 (2), 6,44 (2), 6.50 (4), 6.53, 9.046 (2) (b) and 10.16 (1) of
the statutes, "19" shall be substituted., The revisor of statutes
shall show the change in printing the statutes.

SECTION 4. There shall be submitted to the vote bf the people
at the spring electlon in April 1961 the following question:

"Shall Chapter _._._ (insert on the ballot the number of the
chapter) of the laws of 1961, which proposes extending the privi-
lege of voting to persons of the age of 19 years and upwards, be
adopted?®,

If the above question is approved by a majority of all votes

cast on that subject at sald election, Chapter . ... shall be law,
otherwlise it shall be considered as of no effect.

(End)




