
FACTS 

October 197~ 

LEGISLA'ITV.I': VOTING l'ECOJ\D.S 

LEGI~LliTIVf' Rl:FEREHCE llUfiEAU 
STATE CAP!'rOL 

MADISON, WIS. 53"/02 
RFFEREt~CE LIBRAHV 266-03<1\ 

The Legislative Reference Bureau is freque.rrtly asked to provide the vot.i.ng 
reo::nxl. of members of the Hisconsin Legislature" 1\lthough no officially prepared 
=npila.tion exists, the information Ci311 be compiled frc.111 printed sources by anyone 
who bas the time, energy and patience to attempt such a tabulation" 

Because over 2,200 bills are introJuced in a session, any one of 1·1hich may 
receive several roll call votes, it is not possible for us to provide service outside 
of the l:irnitations indi.ca:ted belcw.. If we can help you on this basis, please let us 
lmow. 

l) lve will provide anyon~> with the voting remrd of a s.ing·le member, or all tJ1e 
memexs, on a specific proposal" Unless othenvise requested, the vote reported will 
be the roll call on final consideration in each house; that is, the VO'te on passage 
and c.uncurrence. 

2) We do not attonpt to provide voting remrds on "all. imp:>rtant. measures", 
"all proposals relating· to schools" and slillilar blanket requests 1·1hich require that 
we exercise judgement in selection. 

3) We do not presume to know whether or nO't a vote 11as "in the public inter­
est". The infmmation which we can provide for a specific roll call will reflect the 
official record, Hhich states the motion and the oLrtc..urne. 'l:hus, we can only state 
that tJ1e member voted "aye", voted "no", abs"cained from voting, or \vas absent. 

4) · We cannot furnish the staff t.ime reqLrired to provide the vot:ing remrd of 
.>l.l members on a variety of proposals, or of a r:art.icular rreniher on all. proposals" 
If this is the information you seel<, tl1en read the rest of this bulletin which is 
designed to explain ha"1 ·that infonnation can be extrac·ted from the official remrds; 
Leo the daily SENA'TE JOUHNAL or ASSEMBLY J'OURNAL. 

Where Is 'Ihe Record? 

How members voted is a mat.i:er of public record. The official reoord .is mn--­
tained in the daily ,Tournals of tl1e Senate and Asserrhly. Each individual roll call 
is noted in ·the ,Journal as it occurs in the oourse of legislative action. The votes 
are therefore sca·ttered. throughout ·the Jouxnals. The date and page number in the 
J'ouxnal lvhere a specific roll can is reoorded is found ]::,y oonsulting the weekly 
Bul1etin of the Proceedinqs of the Wisoonsin Legislature. An Index to all legis­
lation is issued as a separate volume to accanpany ·the Bullet:ll1" 

Copies of the daily ,Tournal.s and the wrekly Bulletin are dis·trihuted to each 
rrember of the Legislature and other officials and agencies; in fact, to everyone sub­
scribinq to tl1e stat.e legisla-tive service. These sources are probably available to 
you .locally at the public lihr.ary, or pcrhaps li1 some office of state, county or city 
qovernmeJ1t. In Ma.dison, anyone is 11elcome to utilize ·the facil.itcies of the Legis­
lative Reference Bureau (Room 201 North - Stat.e Capitol.). 

HcliV '.l.b Check A Roll Call 

'l11e official Bul.le'cin of Proceedings is the guide for locating whc~re the daily 
Journals remrd how members voted on a particular proposaL The Bul.let:ll'! i.s issued 

cekly during session and is cumulative. It lists all of the legislation of each 
.ouse in numerical order and provides tl1e legislative history of &'lch measLJ.re" This 

his·tory is a chronological record of eve1.y step taken in tl1e legislative process of 



considering a given p:rop:>saL l\ roll call vote 1·1as taken if the renb:y in the record 
of le.gislati:ve action in the Bulletin concludes vd.th a numeric tTt.atem::nt of t~hE~ 11Aye11 

arK1 11 1.\1;) 11 votes castQ 
The number. listed i:o t.he ext·cerne right of this ib:m is tJ1e paC)<3 Hlference in 

the daily .:Jomnal ~1here a detailed breakdo1vn of this vote :is recorded" The munbec in 
the far left colunm is ·the da·te on Nhich tJ1e action occu.rrecl. Be SURE ·to note the 
house and di'lte accurately so that you chrlck tJ1e proper J·ou:maL 

\vhel1 no numerical t.ally of the "Ayes" ctnd "l\loes" appears fo:UO\ving the i'lction 
in the Bulletin the action was taken by voice vote" No roll call is recorded" 

Difficulties and Pitfalls 

1) A roll call vote is not ·talwn on eveJy s·tep in the legislative process of 
each proposal" 'rher:e may be many roll calls on a p:'lrticular rreamu;e ···-· or none a·t 
alL l~ roll call is taken only if it is requested by l/6 of ·t.he members or if it is 
rEqUiJ:"ed by the constitution, statutes OJ:' leg:l.r;lative :cules" 

2) All roll calls are no·t equally significant. Some votes may be on 
nonsubsta:rrt:i ve procedural rnatt.ers. Other.s are on ornenclme11t:s. Usually the vote on 
final passage or concur.rencce is the one on which most nelicmce is placed, but this is 
not necesscn:ily a valid assumption.. A seerningly minor issue over a procffiural rnove 
or an amendment nay pr.ovide the crucial VO"tc, and the vute on final passage might n'l'i:: 
reflect a mG1ll;er 1 s att.i tude at: all .. 

3) The vote on any partj.cul.ar question may be deceiving. 
intricacies of parliamentary procedure, for ins·tvnce, a member rmy 
majority in oppor;ition to his convictions so tha·t if the need arises 
to make a nnl:ion to have tl1e vote reconsidered, 

Because of the 
vote ui·l:h the 
he Vlill b2 able 

4) Do not be confused by the nature of ·Lhe ques·tion on l·lhich 1:he vote is being 
taken, Som-2·times ·the working of the question re.·}l1ires a nega·tive vote if the membp.r 
wishes to be rec..vrded in favor of ·the proposaL •rhis occurs, for example, if the 
motion is on indefinite )XlStponement, rejection of an amendment or mnconcw:rence" 
On some procedural motions it is virtua.lly impossible ·to determine whether a vote is 
for or aqainst. a p~--oposaL A vote on a motion that 1-JOU:l.d delay o::msideration may be 
supported by a member who favors a pror:osaJ. lY.ocause he senses ·that a·t that point in 
time it is not possible ·to secure approval of the p:rop.')saL 

5) Failure to vot.e does not necessarily moan that a m211~)er was absent from the 
session" He may have been temr.A'rarily a.Jtlay frc:m his seat in chambers. 

6) "Pair" vo-ting is an aJ:.Tangement beb<1een 2 members by 1clnich they agree t.o be 
recorded on opr:osi te sides of an issue being voted up_')n if one or both ace absent 
when the vote is taken. 1he "pairs" are not part of the actual vote count, but serve 
to make the'! nanber's position kno;;Jn, 

7) Occasionally the rrechanical p:nx:oesses go ax'TJy and the vote is recorded 
erroneously. The error lvill be correcte-1 b.J an ent-ry in the CJomnal su.ssequent to 
the roll call in quest.ion. Sim:i.lac ly, a member may later ask to have his vote 
changed" \\lhile his rEquest m'ly be granted, it has no affect on the numerical tally of 
the origina~ vote. 

Unofficial Compilations 

Various private agencies ccmpile the voting records of 111P.rnbers on selected pro­
posals in which suc-h organizations have a. special interest. The validi·ty of these 
=npilations is sornetJmes criticized because the selection of specific legislation 
and the interpretation appJJ.ed to a momber's vote as being "right", "wrong" or "in 
the public interest" re£1ect the bias of ·the compiler.. 

The ljbrary of the I.egisl.at.ive Reference Bureau includes examples of sane of 1 
these unofficial compilat..i.ons. 'l'hey are cataloged under the subject heading "Legis-\ 
lat:ion ·-- Voting Records" (328" 01) • 




