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The Legislative Reference Bureau is frequently asked to provide the wvoting
record of manbers of the Wisconsin Legislature. Although no officially prepared
campilation exists, the information cen be conplled from printed sources by anyone
who has the time, energy and patience to attenplt such a tabulation.,

Becavse over 2,200 bills are introduced in a session, any one of which may
- receive several roll call votes, it is not possible for us to pt"ov'lde sarvice outside
of the limitations indicated below. IF we can help vou on this basis, please let us
KNGW .,

Limitations Of Legislative Reference Burean Services

1) We will provide anyone with the voting record of a single member, or all the
mabers, on a specific proposal. Unless otherwise requested, the vote reported will
be the roll call on final consideration in each house; that is, the vote on passage
and concurrence.

2) We do not attempt to provide voting records on “all important neasures",
"all proposals relating to schools" and similar blanket requests which Le@ure that
we exercise judgement in seleaction.

3) We do not presume to know whether or not a vote was "in the public inter—
est". 7The information which we can provide for a specific roll call will reflect the
official record, which states the motion and the cutcome. Thus, we can only state
that the mamber volted "aye", voted "no', abstained from voting, or was ahgent.

4y We cannot: furnish the staff time reguired to provide the volting record of

all members on a variety of proposals, or of a particular mamhber on all proposals.
If this dis the information you seek, then read the rest of this bulletin which is
designed to explain how that information can be extracted fram the official records;
i.e. the daily SENATE JOUINAL or ASSEMBLY JCOURNAL,

Where Is The Record?

How menbars voted i1s a matter of public record. The official reocord is con-
tained in the daily Journals of the Senate and Assemhly. Fach individual xoll call
is noted in the Journal asg it cccurs in the course of legislative action. 'The votes
are therefore scattered throughout the Joumals. The date and page number in  the
Journal where a gpecific roll call is recorded is found by consulting the weekly
Bulletin of the Proceedings of the Wisconsin Legislature. An Index to all legis-
lation is issued as a separate volume to accompany the Bulletin, '

_ Copies of the daily Journals and the weskly Bulletin arve distributed to each
mamber of the Legislature and other officials and agencies; in fact, to everyone sub~
scribing to the state legislative service. These sources are probably available to
you locally at the public lihrary, or parhaps in some office of state, county or city
government, In Madigon, anyone ig welcome to utilize the fac111{.1e9 of the Legig-
lative Reference Bureau (Room 201 North — State Capitol).

How 1o Check A Roll Call

The official Bulletin of Proceedings is the guide for locating where the daily
Journals record how mambers voted on a particular proposal. The Bulletin is issued
2ekly during session and is cumilative. It lists all of the legislation of each
ouse  dn numerical order and provides the legislative history of each measure. This
history is a chronclogical record of every step taken in the legislative process of
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considering a given proposal. A roll call vote was taken if the entry in the record
of legiglative action in the Bulletin concludes with a numeric staterent of the "Ave"
and "No" votes cast.

The nuber listed to the extreme right of this item is the page reference in
the daily Journal where a detailed breakdown of this vote lis recorded. The nuwber in
the far left colum 13 the date on which the action cccurred. Be SURE to note the
house and date accurately so that you check the proper Journal. B ,

When no mumerical tally of the "Ayeo" and "Noes" sppesys following the action
in the Bulletin the action was taken by voice vote. No xoll call is recorded.

Diffjculties and Pitfalls

1) A roll call vote is nol taken on every step in the legislative process of
each propozal. There may ke many roll calls on a particular measure -— or none at
all, A roll call is taken only if it is requested by 1/6 of the members or 1f it is
required by the constitution, statutes or legislative rules

2) All roll calls are not egually Slgﬂl.flC‘allL., Somz votes may be on
nonsubstantive procedural matters,  Others are on avendments. Usually the vote on
final passage or concurrence is the ane on which most reliance is placed, but this is
not necessarily a valid assumption., A seemingly minor issue over a procedural move
or an arendment may provide the crucial vote, and the vote on final passage might not

reflect a member's attitude at all.

3) The vote on any pavticular question may be deceiving., Because of the
intricacies of parliamentary procedure, for instence, a manber may vote with the
majority in opposition to his conwvictions so that if the need arises he will he able
to make a motion to have the vote reconsidered,

4) Do not be confused by the nature of the question on which the vote is being
taken., Sometimes the working of the question requires a negative vote if the member
wishes to be recorded in favor of the p'i"O}'}OuaJ This occurs, for examwsle, if the
motion is on indefinite pos tpononem,, rejection of an amendment or ronconcurrence.
On some procedural rotions it is wvirtually impossible ko determine whether a vote is
for or against a proposal. A vote on a moticon that would delay congideration may be
Supportod by a member who favors a proposal hecause he senses that at that point in
time it ig not possible to secure approval of the proposal.

5) Failure to vote does not necessarily mean that a momber was absent from  the
session. He may have been temporarily away fram his seat ln chambers.

6) M"Pair" volting is an arrangement between 2 menbers by which they agree to be
recorded on opposite sides of an issue being voted upon if one or both are absent
when the vote is taken. The "pairs" are not part of the actual vote count, hut serve
to make the member's position known.

7) Ocoasionally the mechanical processes go awry and the vote is recorded
erronecusly. The ervor will be corrected by an entry in the Jownal subsegquent 1o
the roll call in question. Simllarly, a member may later ask to have his vote
changed, While his regquest may be granted, it has no affect on the nunerical tally of
the original vote.

Unofficial Compilations

Various private agencies cawplle the voting records of menbers on selected pro-—
posals in which such organizations have a special interest. The wvalidity of these
compilations 1is sometimes criticized because the selection of specific legislation
and the interpretation applied to a member's vote as being "right", "wrong” or "in
the public interest" reflect the bias of the compiler.

The library of the Legislative Reference Bureau includes examples of sone of

these unofficial compilations. They are cataloged under the subject heading "lLegi 9—=~\

lation - Voting Records" (328.01).






