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PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT IN WISCONSIN AND NEIGHBORING STATES, OCTOBER 1962%

Introduetion. Statilisties published by the Bureau of the Census tell
us that total state and local government employment in Wisconsgin, in
October 1962, was 139,872, with a monthly payroll of $58,564,800.
Average earnings, per governmental employe, were $U428. Since the
Census Bureau estimated Wisconsin's population at 4,092,000 (as of
7/1/62), these figures show that out of every 100 Wisconsinites 3.42
were employed by state and local government, and that every man, :
woman and child contributed $14.31 for state and local governmental

salaries.

It is the purpose of thils brief to compare the level of public em-
ployment in Wisconsin with that of other midwestern states: TIllinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota and Ohio. :

Full-time Equivaient. For comparison, the Census Bureau reduces the
total number of employes to the number of "full-time equivalent" em-
ployes. This has the advantage that employment levels in several
states become comparable, regardless of local preferences for part-
time employment. "Pull-time equivalent" is based on the wages paid
in each particular Jjurisdictlon for a specific Job: 1if clerks 1n the
employment of State A receive an average wage of $300 per month, but
individual clerks X, Y and Z together only earned $600 in October
1962, then the 3 clerks are counted in the statistics of State A as

2 full-time equivalent employes.

Pregentation. Similar to the presentation of the data in the Census
publication, this brief uses 3 different approaches to compare the
figures:

(1) by level of government;

ge by function, in summary fashion; and

3

by function, in detail, for

a) education, and

b} all other governmental functions.
Relating some of the Census Bureau's figures to each other, this
brief adds detalled information concerning the level of public em-
ployment and the cost of the public employment's October 1962 payroll
as compared to the individual atate's population. The results are
stated per 10,000 population (rather than per single person) simply
to avoid unwieldy decimal fractions: 1t is probably easier fto under-
stand that 342 people out of every 10,000 in Wisconsin were employed
by state and local %overnment, than that state and local government

employment was ".0382 per capita.”
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*This brief is an analysis of the data published by the Government
Division of the Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce,
in STATE DISTRIBUT'ION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT IN 1962 (G-GEG2-No.l,
April 1963). The analysis was prepared by H. Rupert Theobald, Co-
ordinator of Reference and Research, Wis. Legilslative Reference

Bureau.
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